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BBOTT, JUDGE JAMES, a life long resident of 
Detroit, was born there in 1775; and died March 
12, 1858. At the lime of his birth, the war of 
the Revolution was beginning; and Detroit, then in 
the possession of the British, was but a small settlement 
of Indians and fur-traders. Born within the space 
enclosed as the fortified station, he lived to see his 
native place become a great commercial city. It seems 
diflficult to realize that a single life should have witnessed 
such changes. At the time of his birth, the entire Stale 
of Michigan, except a few little ports along the lakes 
and rivers, was a dense wilderness. The Indians occu- 
pied the forests, and their canoes dotted the lakes and 
rivers, while the wolf and the wild-cat roamed unrhal- 
lenged through the forest. Once an important actor in 
all the interests of the place, Judge Abbott, at the age 
of eighty-three, had become a unit in its vast population, 
and was almost lost sight of in the whirl of enterprise, 
lie lived in Detroit under two national sovereignties; 
and was old enough, at its evacuation by the British, 
to stand upon the bank of the river, swing his hat, and 
send a boyish shout of triumph after them. His father 
was a dealer in furs, and agent for one of the great fur 
trading companies of those days; and Mr. Abbott grew 
up in training for that occupation. This was the busi- 
ness of his life ; he spent part of the time as agent for 
the North-western Fur Company, and afterwards worked 
on his own account. He was closely connected, in his 
business relations, with John Jacob Astor, and Pierre 
Chouteau & Co., of St. Louis. He was appointed Post- 
master of Detroit about 1808, which office he held until 
1832, with some little interruption during the War of 
181 2. The office of Justice of the Peace was, at that 
time, an important one, involving varied and compre- 
hensive duties, and extended territorial jurisdiction. 
This office he held for many years, and from it derived 



his title of Judge. He was appointed a Major of militia 
by General Hull; and performed the duties of Quartei- 
master-Cjcncral during the war, also adding to the duties 
of these positions those of Receiver of the Land-office, 
fur-trader, auctioneer, grocer, and numerous other minor 
matters. He married a daughter of Major Whistler, of 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, while that gentleman was stationed 
at Chicago, and brought his bride home to Detroit; 
making the entire journey from Chicago on horse- 
back. Judge Abbott was distinguished for his close 
attention to business. He accumulated a handsome 
property, which he left mainly in the form of real 
estate, in Detroit. He was scrupulous in his dealings, 
giving to every one the full measure of his dues, and 
requiring the same in return. During the last few years 
of his life, he lived in great retirement, his infirmities 
precluding any out-door exercise. He died, without 
suffering, from a gradual prostration and wearing away, 
as the ripened fruit drops from its stem. 
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RNOLD, JOHN MOTTE, D. D., of Detroit, 
Michigan, was born in South Durham, (ireene 
County, New York, October 15, 1824. His 
ancestors were English, who settled early in Rhode 
Island. His father was a Baptist clergyman, who died 
in 1825. By a series of misfortunes, he lost all his 
property, and left his family penniless. His invalid widow, 
with five little children, struggled with severe trials, 
not the least of which was the ill health of her youngest 
son, John Motte Arnold. She devoted herself to his 
care and education until he was eight years old. He 
was a precocious child, taxing the utmost skill of his 
instructors with questions upon moral subjects, ami 
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annoying hi^ seniors, for miles around, by borrowing | has vindicated the sagacity and merit of its fuundcrs. It 
books. When he was nine years old, he signed the has attained a circulation of five thousand copies in alx>ut 
temperance pledge, and, by this early decision, escaped three years. Doctor Arnold^ relations, as largest stock- 
the family cur>e. In 1839 he emigrated with hi& holder, assistant editor, and business manager of the 



mother to Michigan, and settled in Oakland County, 
near Romeo. He taught for several years after his 
settlement there, and spent every available moment in 
reading and study. He perused, indiscriminately. 



Aih\H-uU\ gi\e him a diMtinctive prominence in Mich- 
igan Methodism. The various cares and business 
engagements incident to his position have not, how- 
ever, dis<pialified him fur the pul])it. For several years 



poetry, metaphysics, theology, and phrenology; with- he hehl the ]Kj>ition of Sabbath-school a;;ent in his 
out a tutor, he studied Latin, Greek, Hebrew, stenog- conference: and he is still usually engaged in Sabbath 
raphy, and algebra. At seventeen years of age, he : work, either fi)r his own or other denominations. Few 
went to a camp-meeting for the pur[iose of amusement, ' men in his profession are better known in the State, 
but was there aroused from his indifference to seriou<» | In ]>erson, he is tall and ciect, rug^eil in features, with a 
things; and, six months later, joined the Methodist quick, penetrating eye; and, wlien a!>sorbed in thought, 
Church. His own convictions, and those of his friends, a]>pears to bo of a morose di"*po^ition. The observer 
soon marked him for the ministry, but his utter lack of would never infer that ho i^ i>f a facetious turn of mind, 
facility of speech, for many years, made his success a good siory-telUi, aj>pioai']ial»le by the humblest 



doubtful. He left the farm, and devoted five years to 
study at an academy in Rochester, Michiy;:in, founded 



individual, .iiul livinj; in the sympathies of his friends. 
As a priMcher, he is original and sugj^estive; and, though 



by Peter Myres. Here he prepared for college, but was he lacks any remarkably popular element, one may listen 
prevented from entering by ill health. In 1S49 he with jToht. His talents are exceeilingly versatile, 
entered the Methodist ministry. He was jirst stationed rentlering hi:n a ^;ood coinersationalist, an effective 
on a four weeks' circuit, at Litchfield, embracing debater, and a valua'»!e counselor. He has .a wide 
twenty-two appointments. From theie he was sia- ! knovvlcilge of the religious matters of his State, and 



tioned, successively, at Port Huron, St. (lair, Flint, 
Commerce, Dexter, and Detroit, where he now re>.ides. 
At the close of his pastorate in the Woodward Avenue 



has lilUd evriy i^ffice in the gift of the chuich except 
that of (leneral Supri inte;i«leMt. As a man, he is 
above reproach, extri*nu*ly plain in life and manners. 



Methodist Episcopal Church, he conceived the project I antl generous t«» a fault. l>i)cli»r Arnold i>* a prngrcNsive 
of establishing, in Detroit, a Methodist Kpiscopal Book ami independent thinker; in tlii'» respect, he is iu ad- 
Depository for the Stale; and o[)ened, in a room ■ vance (»f mo"»i ine:i of sch«»laNtic reputation. The 
twelve feel square, in the thinl story of the Fisher Pdock, interests of the chi-.iLh aie always safe in his hands; 
the nucleus of the business which has since grown to such ami he i-. rea lily intiri>te«l in all reforms and in^titu- 
considerable proportions. His former extensive acjuaint- tions temling to ameliorate the condition of society, 
ance with books gave him excellent (jualilications for He has never taken part in politics, allh«)Ui^h, during 
this office. The General Conference of 1S64 ind.)rseil ; the war, he was earnestly loyal, and mide his inlluence 
the scheme; and he has maintained this i.uporiani widely felt. 
interest of Michigan Methodism until it has reached a 
sale of sixty thousand df>llars per annum. As a book- 
seller, he has aimed to develop a purer taste, insteatl 
of pandering to depravetl intellcvJtual appetites, and has 
demonstrated that success may be attained on thi^ 
higher plane of business. This Dei)ository is a center for 
the diffusion of standard and relij;ious literature, and is 
an important factor of denominational influence in the 
State. Doctor Arnohl has had a controlling influence 



Y IKINSON, JOHN, Lawyer, Detroit, of IriOi de- 
i:. scent, was born at Warwick, Canada, May 24, 
"n^V^ 1S41. His father wa-* James Atkinson, and his 
mother was Fli/abeth (Shinners) Atkinson. Mr. .•\tkin>on 
received his education at home and in the j^ublic sclmols 
in forming the tastes and directing the studies of the ' of Port Huron, Michigan. He gra«lualed from the law 
younger members of the ministry, both of his own and department of the Michigan l*niver«»ily, in March, iS()2, 
other denominations, many of whom hold him in filial and inmiediately commenced the ]iracticc of law, in 

jiartnership with Hon. W. T. Mitchell, of Port Huron, 
umler the firm name of Milt lull iV: Atkinson. The lol- 



esteem. One of the most important outgrowths of his 

business and literary enterprise ia the Michi^^m Chrn- 

tiiin Aih'octih't with the founding of which he has been lowing July he entere<l the army a> Second Lieutenant, 

closelv identified. After maintaining for years the prac- being jnonmled to the rank of Captain in August. In 



ticability of establishing a weekly Methodist journal in 
the Stale, he united with others, in December, 1S75, to 
form a joint-stock company for this object. The success 



this rank he served in the 22d Michij^an Infantry, in 
Kentucky, rennes>ee, and (ii-orgia, until August, 1S04, 
when he became Maj<»r. He was then recalled to Mich- 
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igan to organize the 30th Regiment Michigan Infantry, 
but, after seven companies had been raised, it was de- 
cided to take them to fill up the 3d and 4th regiments, 
which were then organizing. He was appointed Lieu- 
tenant-Colonftl of the 3d Regiment, and served in Ten- 
nessee and Georgia until the close of the war, when he 
was ordered, with his regiment, to Texas, and served 
for a short time on General Custer's staff, as Judge Ad- 
vocate. He was mustered out of service on the 26ih 
of February, 1866. Mr. Atkinson returned to Michigan 
in May, 1866, and commenced the practice of his pro- 
fession, in Port Huron, with John S. Crcllen and O'Brien 
J. Atkinson, remaining until the fall of 1870, when he 
removed to Detroit. From October i, 1866, tp March 
4, 1867, he was Collector of Customs, at Port Huron, 
under the appointment of President Andrew Johnson. 
In 1870 he was a candidate, on the Democratic Slate 
ticket, for the position of Attorney-General; and, in 
1872, for State Senator, but suffered a party defeat in 
each instance. In his religious views, he is a believer 
in the doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church. Feb- 
ruary I, 1866, he married Miss Lida Lyons, of San 
Antonio, Texas, by whom he has had five children. Mr. 
Atkinson is considered one of the most promising law- 
yers of Michigan. He is a man of untiring industry 
and research, possessing an indomitable will; and is 
also a brilliant advocate. His remarkable success is as 
much due to the straightforwardness and sincerity of 
his character, as to his fine abilities. 




LGER, RUSSELL A., of Detroit, Michigan, 
i^{ Pine-timber Merchant and Dealer in Pine Lands, 
^ was born in the township of Lafayette, Medina 
County, Ohio, February 27, 1836. When eleven years 
of age, his parents died. During the next seven years, 
he worked on a farm in Richfield, Ohio, for the greater 
part of each year, earning money enpugh to defray his 
expenses at the Richfield Academy during the winters. 
He obtained a very good English education, and was 
enabled to teach for several winters. In March, 1857, 
he entered the law office of Wolcott & Upsord, at Akron, 
Ohio, remaining until March, 1859, when he was ad- 
mitted to the bar by the Supreme Court of that State. 
He soon afterwards removed to Cleveland, Ohio, and 
entered the law office of Otis & Coffinbury, where he 
remained until the fall of 1859. In that year, owing to 
failing health, caused by bard study and close confine- 
ment to his business, he abandoned the practice of his 
profession, and removed to Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
where he engaged in the lumber business. April 2, 
1861, he married Annette H. Henry, daughter of W. 
G. Henry, of Grand Rapids. In August, 1861, Mr. 



Alger enlisted in the 2d Michigan Cavalry, and was 
mustered into the United States service as Captain of 
Company C. On the 2d of July, 1862, he was wounded 
in the battle of Booneville, Mississippi. Owing to the 
part taken in this engagement, he was promoted to the 
rank of Major; his Colonel, now Lieutenant-General 
Sheridan, was, at the same time, promoted to the rank 
of Brigadier-General. On the 1 6th of October, 1862, 
Major Alger was promoted to the Lieutenant-Colonelcy 
of the 6lh Michigan Cavalry; and his regiment was 
ordered to the Army of the Potomac. June 2, 1863, he 
was promoted to the Colonelcy of the 5th Michigan 
Cavalry, his regiment being in Custer's famous Michigan 
Cavalry Brigade. July 6 he was wounded in the battle 
of Boonesborough, Maryland. In October, 1864, Colonel 
Alger's health induced him to retire from the service. 
He had engaged in all the battles -of the Army of the 
Potomac, from the time of the invasion of Maryland by 
General Lee, in 1S63, up to that date, except when 
absent on account of wounds. He took part in sixty-six 
battles and skirmishes during the war, and was brevctted 
Brigadier-General and Major-General **for gallant and 
meritorious services in the field." He was on private 
service during the winter of 1863-64, receiving orders 
personally from President Lincoln, and visiting nearly 
all the armies in the field. In 1865 he removed to 
Detroit, Michigan, where he has since been extensively 
engaged in the long-pine timber business, and in dealing 
in pine lands. He was a member of the firm of Moore 
& Alger until its dissolution, when he became the head 
of the firm of R. A. Alger & Co., the most extensive 
j)ine-timher operators in the West. In his political 
views, he coincides with the Republican party. 




!aGG, dr. JOSEPH H., late of Detroit, was 
born in the village of Lanesborough, Massachu- 
setts, December 2, 1 797. His grandfather, Joseph 
Bagg, with four brothers, served in the war of the Rev- 
olution from 1777 to 1 781. His father, Abncr Bagg, 
married Miss Eunice Hall, of Lanesborough. Soon 
after their marriage, they removed to Oneida County, 
New York, where he bought a large farm, and supplied 
it with fine stock; although not devoting his entire lime 
to the cultivation of the soil, he was a successful and 
prosperous farmer. Two daughters and eight sons were 
the fruit of this union; and, with the respect for a 
professional life felt by the people of those limes, Mr. 
Bagg decided that his son Joseph should be a doctor. 
Though averse to this profession, preferring to study 
law, Joseph Bagg yielded to his father's wishes. When 
seventeen years of age, he left the homestead, and went 
to the beautiful little village of Trenton, New York. 
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|J'AGG, JOHN S., Lawyer and Editor, of Detroit, 
u was born at Lanesborough, Massachusetts, in 
^(Ssv^-:-* 1809; and died in Detroit, Michigan, in 1870. 
Although the Puritans of New England, the Dutch of 
New York, the Catholics of Maryland, and the Cava- 
liers of Virginia, stand first among the founders of the 
nation, the men who carried civilization around the 
great lakes, and across the AUeghanies and the Missis- 
sippi, must hold a conspicuous place in the history of 
the progress of mankind. Among these last, the name 
of John S. Bagg should be held in honorable remem- 
brance. Owing to. the removal of his parents to a new 
country, his early years were spent in his native place 
with his grand-parents, where he was surrounded by 
all the best influences which characterize the homes of 
intelligent Americans. His training was strict, but not 
more binding than his natural self-control. Those who 
knew him at that time state that his instincts were pure, 
his affections warm, his habits orderly, and his sense 
of honor high. The Puritan fiber running through his 
nature showed itself in his morality, business integrity, 
and devotion to religious and poHtical principles. His 
demeanor through life was grave and decorous. In his 
early years, he was beloved in his home and by his 
playmates; — one of whom, now an old lady, vividly 
remembers his tenderness for birds, and his indignant 
protests against the wanton violation of their nests. 
This quality, combined witli his firm principles, formed 
a nature both gentle and strong. Upon arriving at the 
proper age, Mr. Bagg entered, as a law student, the 
office of Judge Robert Lansing, at Watertown, New 
York, and remained there until he departed for the 
West. Judge Lansing was noted, both politically and 
professionally, in New York; and it is to Mr. Bagg's 
credit that he soon so won the regard of his perceptor 
as to become his friend and the confidential manager of 
his business. Mr. Bagg frequently referred to his rela- 
tions with Judge Lansing as having been of the highest 
importance to himself; and, shortly before his death, 
wrote a letter of grateful acknowledgment. While a 
student in Wattrtown, he made the acquaintance of 
Judge Bronson and his wife, who invited him to become 
an inmate of their home. There he was surrounded by 
refined social influences which proved of great value. 
He cherished the utmost affection for Judge and Mrs. 
Bronson, and, during his subsequent life, referred to his 
home with them as affording great benefit to him. To 
Mrs. Bronson's graceful example, he imputed the con- 
quest of his natural timidity in society. While engaged 
in his legal studies, before his admission to the bar, he was 
in the habit of contributing to the Watertown Free- 
fttaHf — a newspaper published by his cousin, Thomas A. 
Smith. In 1834 he received his diploma as attorney-at- 
law and solicitor in chancery. During that year, the 
Fireman was bought by Archibald Smith, a brother of 



its former owner. Its name was changed to the Water- 
town Standard^ and Mr. Bagg was installed as editor. 
In this position, notwithstanding his youth, he exhibited 
marked ability. In 1835 ^^ resigned and removed to 
Detroit, Michigan. Soon after, he became proprietor 
and editor of the Detroit Free Press, a paper now 
famous throughout the United States. Upon the admis- 
sion of Michigan as a State, he was appointed State 
Printer, and at once took high rank among those who 
molded the institutions of the new commonwealth. In 
politics, Mr. Bagg was a Democrat of the Jacksonian 
school; and, with all the power of his press, which rap- 
idly gained influence at home and abroad, he upheld 
and advanced the best doctrines of the best days of the 
Democracy. He was noted for his careful and honest 
methods, and his inflexibility of principle. He made 
the acquaintance of nearly all the leading men in his 
paity. Upon the accession of James K. Polk to the 
Presidency, Mr. Bagg became Postmaster, and gave 
thorough attention to the duties of the position until 
removed by Mr. Taylor. Before this appointment, he 
had been the sole editor of the Free Press. With a 
small staff of assistants, he had done an immense 
amount of labor, and, by his industry and sagacity, 
had made the paper a power in the land. Upon his 
retirement from the position, he also severed his con- 
nection with the newspaper, and removed to the town- 
ship of Hamtramck. There he purchased a large country 
place, and devoted his attention to agricultural and 
horticultural pursuits. In the latter he took much inter- 
est, and was especially successful in raising fruit. In 
this, as in every other vocation of his life, he was 
assiduous in acquiring useful knowledge. Under Mr. 
Buchanan's administration, Mr. Bagg held the office of 
United States Marshal for the district of Michigan, in 
which he acquitted himself with great efficiency. After 
the accession of Mr. Lincoln, Mr. Bagg retired from 
official life ; but his interest in public affairs never 
flagged. The civil war, and the subsequent condition 
of the country, filled him with solicitude. Like many 
other good men, he feared that American institutions 
could not bear the strain to which they were sub- 
jected by the civil war. Mr. Bagg was a member of 
the Presbyterian Church. He was singularly well in- 
formed in theological matters, having studied the his- 
tory of all the ancient and modern sects. He possessed 
rare and extensive information upon almost every 
topic of human interest, and was always willing to 
impart his knowledge. He was very familiar with the 
best English writers, and was especially fond of the 
poets. He was unostentatious and even reserved. As 
a political writer, his style was terse and logical. In 
1847, Mr. Bagg married Frances Wells, of Kensington, 
Michigan. She is the daughter of Doctor Wells, a gen- 
tleman widely known and respected, who is still living. 
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at a very advanced age. They liave had six children, 
four of whom survive. This meager sketch can afford 
no adequate idea of the sterling wurtli anil j>ul)ru- serv- 
ices of Mr. TJagg. He not t)nly gave name and j-xj^ili'Mi 
to a great journal, under an ad\cise cundiiion of an 
early .American sctllenK'nl, but In.'ld iilnces of jiuMic 
trust, enjoyed the confidence of leading stalcimen, and 
livevl a^ a worthy citizen. Me vlied in 1S70. K-aving tn 
his familv and friends the knowlcdire that lie ha<l h^rn 
himself justly in all his relations. 




ACKUS, WILLIAM WOODIIRIDC.K, wa^ born 
,-. September 22, lS^6, in that portion o( the lowii- 
^ X- "^ ship of SpringwelN now cuii'sliluiiiig llur Ninth 
Ward of the city of Detioil. lie wn^^ nf l!ii;_;li<li de- 
scent, and was al>le to trace his ancestry, in a din it liiu'. 
back thirty-one general iun>, to William of Nurnmnily. 
This ciicumMlance, wliilc it iu\er li<l jiini to b":i->i of 
his ancestry, doubtle-s had its elii.< t. n- an ii!]iirmL'. 
thought, in that chivalrous st.mdaul \\ hiv li wa'^ tlu- n,le 
of his life, and the fortitude which siutaincd him during 
long years of suffering. In thi-> 0')nncL ti'Mi, it i> ihieily 
important as an historical fact, that a kniiwn dr-ccndant 
of the Conqueror has so recc.nlly lived in Ik-troit. His 
father, Judj^e Henry Tytus J*ackns, wlio <lic<l at (irien- 
wc»od, Arizona Territory, July 15, 1S77. wa-^ a n» 1:1 ••f 
great force of character, con\bincd with a ^^rjiial «ii-i"»- 
sition and a rare gift of plea>ing, which en.di.jrcd liim 
to all who came within hi< intluence. He he) 1 m.uiy 
positions of honor and trust. He repiCNcnted his (li^- 
trict in the State .Senate, during the term commeiicin^ 
with January, 18O1, and was chosen I're^iilenr, /to t.'n:/>on\ 
of that body. He also discharged the duties of Lieu- 
tenant-Governor during a portion of the term. In Aj>ril, 
1865, he was appointed, by I 'resident Lincoln, Chief- 
Justice of Arizona Territory; an'l, it is worthy of note, 
that the signing of this commis>i(iii was ihe la>t oft'icial 
act of Mr. Lincoln, as he was assassinated tw«j Ikuus 
later. The wile of Judge iJackus. who is siill livinj^. 
was, prit)r to her marriage, Mi>s Juliana Trinnbull Wimd- 
bridge. She was the ehlest daughter (if Hon. \Villi;\m 
Woodbridge, second (iovernor of Michigan under the 
St.ite Government, and a Senator of the Inited Staler. 
He died October 20. iSoi, at the a^^e of ei;:htv vear.^. 
Mr. William Woodbridge l5aeku> was e-senlially a home 
rnan in his tastes, education, and habits. Hi^ only 
school instruction was that received under the ti:ilii>n 
of Moses II. Hunter, at (iio>.-e Lh-. After leaving; 
school, he took. charge of the exten.^ive bu-ine.-.s atVair^ 
of his mother, especially the lamled inleri:>t^ in and 
about Detroit. During the civil war, Mr. Hack us organ- 
ized a military company at Detroit, called the Robertson 



I Guards, of which he was an officer. He was also a 
member of the old lire department of Detroit for ten 
years. He was a Rej)ublican, having acted with that 
party from the time of its organization, allhouj;h, during 
his last years, owing to the ] physical indisposition under 
whiih he suffered, he took little active part in politics. 
His early religi«»us training was in the Con-^regational 
(.'hurch ; but, later in life, although holding no special con- 
nection with any religions body, he was a patron of the 
; Swedenborgian uv New Jerusalem ("hurch. For a num- 
ber of veaM preceding his death, Mr. Ikickus turned 
his a'.teiitinn to the collection of curiosities and relics 
, of cNery descrijUioii ; and is said to have had the largest 
iui\ate colleeiion in the Stale. Among the specimens 
to be fi'un<l in his cabinet, are a number of rare coins, 
said to be ilu." oMest in the worM; old pa])ers, docu- 
nients, jiri ei'Uis stones, etc. On the 1st of February, 
|S()0, Ml. I;.i« kus married Annie Llizabetli Fox, of 
beiK'ii, wh'--e father, l>a\id Fox, was a native of Hali- 
f!\, aii'.l one of the jfinneers of Michigan. He died at 
I'.av Gil v. in March, l>^7S, ^^t the age of sixtv-seven vears. 
■ Till- roreg')ing brief i-nilinc enibodie-. the principal events 
. in the piibli.- life of Mr. |Iacku>, and forms an honorable 
j^a.;e in I lie jernid t.f wurthy citizenship. Yet, honorable 
a>. ihiN i-. \i\> ni-re jirivate rec^nl was one of exem- 
plary g ■(■dnt>.-> :,nd true herni-m, duiing years of intense 
and alniti^l e.in-lanl ^ulUring, cau-ed by a rheumatic 
ali»,«. ;iin. '1 his lund-in wa^ not merelv of the negative 
I kind, whivli accepts with philosojihical resignati<»n or 
i^iini in iiiicienee. It was of a mure exalted tvpe, not 
I only acejiting the trials which had been ordained, but 
\\ai.;ing a manful, aggressive warfare against them. 
While thus fighting his haril battles, Mr. I'acku> found 
amj^le tinn- to .strike many a goodly blow and bind up 
many a woun<l for others. Few liesiilcs those flirectly 
lienetiled had knowledge of the compassionate side of 
his nature. The poor found in him the thoughtful ami 
generous frieml ; and the struggling never aj)ijealed in 
vain for that sympathy and forl.-eaiance which are the 
best stimulants to sincere endeavor. His genial nature 
always rose superior to the small annoyance^ of life; 
anil, ilespiie his almost unparalleled physical sufferings, 
he never abated his cheerfulness or his cordiality. The 
grasjj of his hand was a.s earnest, his face was as sunny, 
ami his salutations v\ere as hearty, as if he had never 
known the j^ain fnnn which he rarely hatl release. His 
nature was e<pially heroic with the knights who have 
dared death in battle. Their deeds, however grand and 
chivalrous, may not ovitshine the ra-.liance of a life like 
that j»f A\ illiani W. I'lackus, — a life sd beautiful, so sult- 

I . » to 

■gestive a> an example f'«r the future, that all must 
regard it with affectionate reverence. In the sacred 
l>rei iucts t)f his home, the attributes of his nature found 
iheir highest development. There, indeed, was an at- 
n\osphere of elevated domestic life; ai.il there it was 
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that he best demonstratcil his capaiily for enjoying and 
imparting domestic happiner^N. l»y procuring cscry puN- 
siblc means of comfort and ]»Kjisuro for those who were 
nearest and dearest to him. It was there, loo, ihat he 
furgot his own grievous alllii ti«»ns. and liveil witli llie 
least suffering ]»ossible in his condition. Mr. liackus 
was released by death, at his home in Detroit, on the 
24th of June, 1S77. His life was rendered hap]»v, and 
his suflcrings greatly assuaged, by the devoted allenti«)ii 
of his wife, who survives him. 



^JIJ^AGLKY, HON. JOHN jTUSciN, ..f P.-n.jt, 
^|!¥? ex-Governor of Michigan, w.i^ bom i:i Muiliri.i. 
<r^.'-* Orleans Gounty, New Viiik, Ji:ly 24. iS^i. Hi> 
father, John Ragley, was a nati\e of Niw 1 1.inip>liiri- : 
and his mother, Mary M. Unj^loy. a i,:iti\e <•( » omu •- 
ticut. He attended the di-iii«.l -clp -l :■( 1 .(-ckj'-if, 
New York, uulil he w.i^ < ij^liiirn y. .ir-; (»!■:, at wlii.li 
time his father removed to (on^Miiliin'. Mii !iiL;.}n, and 
he attended the common >cli"ois of ili.ir \illjL;c. His 
earlv experience was like thai o{ manv i.niiniiA bo\«. 
whose parents removed from 1 a-'.ern Siate>. to the newer 
jK)rtion:> of the West. Hi-^ fillier lieing in very pour 
circumstances, Mr. Iingley wa'> I'Mi^'-.d to wuik as ^oon 
a^ he was able to do so. I,eaviii_:^ ^vli'»«..| when thiiteen 
years of age, he entered a country >ttire in ('on->tantinc 
as clerk, remaining there one yi.-.ir. Ill-, father then 
removed to ()w<»sso, Miehi;;an. ami he ai;ain m^.ij^e I as 
clerk in a store. From early \oiuh, Mr. lla^K-y wa-. 
extravagantly fond of readini^, and devoteil e\iry leis- 
ure moment to the perusal <>f .-xu h books, papers, and 
periodicals as came within hi«. leach. In 1S47 ^"-' >*■ 
moved to Detroit, where he seemed employ nient in a 
tobacco manufactory, and reinainrd in this po>.itinn for 
about live years. In 185^^ he began bu^ineNS lor him- 
self as a manufaetuier (»f tol.acco. His e««tablishmeiit 
has become one of the largest of the kin-l in the NVe.-.t. 
Mr. liagley has al^o been greatly inti re>led in otlier 
manufacturing enterprises, as well as in mining, bank- 
ing, and insurance corporations. He ]\as been I'rcsi<lor.t 
of the Detroit Safe C<jmj)any for several years. He wr.s 
one of the organizers of the Michigan Mutual Life 
Insurance ("ompany uf DlIii'Ii, and was its I'r<-^i.l«.-nt 
from 1.S67 until 1S72. He ha■^ been a Direci«»r (»f ihe 
American National l!ank for manv vear>. and a stork- 
hoh.ler and Director in \ari'iu^ other corpiMalions. Mr. 
l»agley was a mcmijer of tiie I*i«)ard of Kducaiion two 
years, and of the Detroit Gi-ninion ('ovnicil for the same 
length of time. In i.S()5 he wa^ appointed, by Gov- 
ernor Oapo, one of the lii ^l Gl»nlnu'^^iuners of Melro- 
pcditan P'^lice for the city of Detroit, serving six year'*. 
In November, 1S72, he was elected (iovcrnor of Michi- 



gan; and, iwtj years later, was re-elected to the same 
otlite. retiring in January, 1S77. He is an active worker 
in the Kepubliean parly; and, for a number of years, 
was < "hail man of the Republican .State Central Com- 
mittee. He is tpaile liberal in his religious views, and 
is an attendant of the Initarian l.hurch. He aims to 

I be able lo hear and consider anv new thouijht fnmi 
whaljver source it mav come, but is not bountl bv anv 
ereeil or religious, formula. He holds in respLCt anv 
and all rebgioUs opinion*;, belie\ing that no one can 

I be injured by a linn adherence to a faith or denomina- 
tion. He was married, at Dubu(|ue, Iowa, January if>, 

, 1S55, to I-ranees K. Newberry, daughter of Rev. Samuel 
Newijeny, a ]»ioneer mi--i(»nary in Miehigan, who took 
an ac;ive i»art in the early educational matter^ of the 

I Slate, and in the establishment of its excellent system 
tf education. It was princij-ally through his cxettions 

|ihat tin- >:ate l'nivi:r-iiv was foundid. Mr. T-aLdev's 
l.:niily m-jim-Is if ve\<.'n thildren. As Cic)\ernor of the 
>«'.it<', \\',- ailnii::i-:ia*ion w a^ cliaractcii/ed bv several 
iniji.irMi.l lea: an;-, cliirf ;;i;!.:r.g which were his efforts 

I 10 iiiiprv.sr ai'.d make j i.puiar ihe e-lucational agencies 

I of ilii: Male, by increasing the raciiilie- of the I'niver- 

' siiy j.)r m-u<? :hMri.ii-h in-truition in irchnical studies; 
by .-iniigiheiiiiig ih.- hold of the .\i^ricullural t'olhge 
upon tlie j^ubiii: go<-l-wiI]; and by making a general 
change, which has manilesled il.self in many scallereil 
primary <li-irii t-;. Among oihcrs, were an almo>t com- 
jdeie revolution in the management of the penal and 
charitable institatii'n> of the State; tlie pas-age of the 
li'pi'ir-tax law, taking the place of the deatl letter ot 
jirtiliibition : the establishment i-f the systi:m of vlcaling 
with juvrnih: i'ir<Miii».rs thr«H!gh county agents, which 
has j)r«iM'<.l .if i;ical go id in turning the young back 
lioni vi:nic. .mil phu iiig the Sl.ite in the attitude of a 
m.ral a-rr.t: in sociinng for the militia, the lir.st lime 
in the hi.-^toiy ..f Michigan, a systematized organization 
uj^on A sorviceal'le f-:oliiig. It wa^ ujjon the su.:;gestion 
of GM^^.|•nor Hagli-y, in the earlier ].»art of his adminis- 
tration, that ihe law creating a Slate iJoartl of Health, 
and alsr) the law creating a Fish Commission in the 
inland water^ of the State, were passe«l, both of which 
have proved of great benefit lo the Slate. The success- 
ful reprosLntation of Michigan at the Centennial Kxhi- 
bition is aUo an honorable part of the record of Gov- 
ernor I?:ighy's administration. 



•<-•- — 



^■AIXH, Gi:ORGE W., Commission Merchant, 

"j l.)tln.iit, Michigan, was born May 2}. I.^J2, and 

'T^.-""* is a native of X'ienna, N«.'\v York. He rrm.ive<l 

with his parents t») Michigan in iS^?5, and settled at 

Mar.-.hall, where they resided until tS^S. In the winter 

of 1S49-50, he removed to La.st Tennessee, where he 
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at fir.">t engaged in ilie dry-goods business, and, subse- 
quently, in telegraphing. In 1851 he was appointed 
Superintendent of the Nashville, Chattanooga, and 
Augusta Telegraph Company, holding the position for 
one year; at the end of which time, he returned to 
Michigan, locating in Detroit, where he acted as mana- 
ger of the telegrajdi oflice. Removing to (.'hii:igo in 
1S53, he was manager of the telegraph oflice in that city 
for a short lime, and afterwards Suj^crin tendon t tif the 
Southern Michigan Telegrapli Company. In 1S55 Mr. 
Balch returned to Detroit, and, upon the reorgani/atitm 
of the telegraph lines and the formation of the Wesiern 
Union Telegraph Company, during the latter portion 
of that year, he was aj^poinii-d manager of the Detri'it 
office, lie continued in this po>ilion. aiul as aj;«.-nt for 
ihe New York Associated Prcvs, until lS(.)2, when h«' w.is 
made Division Superintendent of the WcMtern L'nirm 
Telegraph Company, in Miehij;an. In 181)5 he beianir 
Assistant (ieneial Superinlcnilrnl of lli«' same eomjiaiiy, 
and removed to Kochoter, N\w \'(irk. L*i»';n llu" 
removal of the e\eruti\e head-ijuarli'r>-, in iSoo, Mr. 
B.ilch went to Now Ytjik City; but \\a'. llicate ira:i>- 
ferred to IJufValo, in sjK'cial chari^i' nf a ili\i>i«»n «>! llu- 
company's lines extendinj^ ihi-m^li Caiia'lii, New \'"ik, 
Michigan, Indiana, aii'l lilinoi-., lo Cliii.i.;o. lie >e\- 
ered his connection with the leKgraph rn:ii|ijny in 
1S67, and returned to l.)etroit, <*'iL;aL;ini; iii coiiiiiierrial 
pursuits. He constructed llie !>etiuit ('e:i;i il MilU. 
which he operated fuur )eai>; after wliii.li, lie ins;. 114- «l 
in the grain commission Ini^ine-.^, ainl oilier i;iiti ri-i i-i <. 
In 1870 he was elected a mem her «»r the Diti.ii* C'Hu- 
mon Council, and in 1871 was ilio^en rie^ideiii .■:" ih- 
same body. He became a member *.if the Il(^anl uf Ildu- 
cation in 1873; and, iluriiij; the latter jnniiou of ilie 
same year, was elected Proitlent, lii^ term of ser\ice 
expiring in January, 1877. Mr. Il.ilch is I'le^ijleiU of 
the Detroit Electrical Wurks, and of the American 
District Telegraph Company; he is iiX.^o connected with 
various other enterpriser. 



'ARKER, HON. KIRKLAND C, Merchant, late 
^|:l^ of Detroit, Michigan, was born September 8, 
<J^i- -* 1S19, in East Schuyler, Heikimer County, New 
York. He was the second son of Ma-^on IJarker, who 
emigrated from the iJerkshire Hills of Ma»."^achuselt> lo 
Central New York, in the bei;iiining nf the nineteenth 
century. He posNCs^ed the haliits of in(]u>try and ready 
adaptability of his Pmitjii ancestors. He leveled the 
forests and built houses until a larger fiehl openeil to 
his energies in the construction of canals and railroa'U. 
He became exieii.«.ively eni;ageil in this work, ainl ha.-, 
left many evideiicca of his handiwork in variou.-* ])ortioii> 



of the Stale. He married Elizabeth Ingham, a member 
of a prominent family in that section of the country, 
and reared a large family of children. His public con- 
tracts took him awav from home, and his as>ocialion 
with the Iccading men of the Stale made him feel the 
importance t^f giving to his children more than a com- 
mon-school education. He died, as he had lived, a 
con.si>ient Christian, at the age of seventy-three years. 
His wife survived him some years, anil had reached the 
same age at the time of her death. Of the large family 
left, the subject of this sketch seemed to be the leading 
sjnrit. En.im larly youth, Mr. K. C. Barker ])Osscssed 
a pergonal magnet i^m which attracted all who came 
within the circle «jf his influence. Many of his youthful 
atia^limeiits clung t«> him through life. Wonderfully 
iei:aiiou^ in frieii'l.-»lii]), his enmity was of equal strength; 
niid, while he could cheerfiillv overlook the faults of hi^ 
rrie;i(K, he had no charity for the imperfections of his 
enemies. Thoroughly fearless and independent in his 
ai.lion> and impulses, he would ask no one to share with 
liim the burden-- of lii<, misfortunes or mistakes. The?»e 
evrly t liaiaetei i>rK"'i were devcli.>pe'l and strengthened as 
he a«lvan«ed in years. He received the rudiments of an 
Enj;!i>li e iucatioji in the old red school-house of his 
naii\e vilLi;;o. W'lien f<iuricen years of age, he attended 
a injiiual-iab >i -(.lio.)!. in !he town of Whitcsboro, a short 
distanei- fi')m I'a-i SeliUNler. where he paid for his bocard 
by w(ukiii^ a certain niimSer «»f hours each day. He 
labored anfl studied at this sehof)! for some time. After 
leaving' 1!, he eiKered a >t'ire at Frankfort, New York, 
where he serNed as (lerk for about one vear. It was 
h< re tli.it he laid the foundation of a business cdu- 
e;aii»ii which seemed to be the key-note to his subse- 
"laeiit suece-^.-.. He then went to Utica, entering a store 
as clerk. I'revious to this, he had felt a desire to try 
his fortune in the comparatively new country on the 
western bor'lers of the great lakes; and, when eighteen 
years of a;^e, went to Cleveland, Ohio, where resided a 
distant relative, who was rostniaster ; here he found a 
Imme, a ci»iinselor, and a friend. He obtained employ- 
ment in a public warehouse, where hi-* business ability 
was soon recognized; and he was often sent lo New 
York in charge of a bt^at, or a.s supercargo on the lakes. 
While acting in this capacity, he became skillful in the 
management of sail-boats, which secured for him the 
distinguished honor of being elected Commodore of the 
Yachi Club (^n the lakes, holding the title during life. 
Sodii after hi-* conneclion with the house in C!de\ eland, 
he went into the tobacco trade as salesman, making his 
head-<|uartcrs at Logans[)orl, Indiana, and his hi>me in 
Detpiit, Michigan. Having made a lari^e aciiuaintance 
while traveling, he concluded to engage in business for 
him-ieir. and. j^atheri ng together his credentials, with .a 
\er> limited capital, started lo New Yoik. At l.'liea, he 
called at a well-known tobacco house, and casually men- 
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tioned his lju-.iiicss to New York, \vhcn the proprietor 
propo>Cil at oiicc to lot him have all llic j^oixls he 
wanted on his own term-*, at the same time sntJi^eslinj; 
that he take into partnership a y(iun;^er hrotlier of one 
of the firm. This arranj;cment did not prove advan- 
tageous, as Mr. liarker was Kd into a di.sa-^lroiis move- 
ment. In connection with tlie wi-stcrn house, they 
opened one in New York, ami aKo a factory in jcrscv 
C'ity ; but the latter having; been consumed by fire, the 
young firm wa^ involved to the exiont of several thou- 
sand dollars. The partner^hii) was then di-^-Mdvcil, and 
Mr. barker concluded to start anew where he was bc^t 
known. lie soon paid off the indebtedness f)f the late 
firm, and establi;>hed the house of K. (.'. IJarker & Co.. 
which has been a leadinj; one in the I'nitcd States f-r 
the past thirty years. In iSoi he gave hi> brother, J. I. 
IJarker, who had been traveling sale^-man in hi-. em|>loy- 
mcnt for a number of vears. an int«Tr-t in ihe bii».inc--: 
and, subsetpicntly, tuok \\\-^ sou-in-l.iw, ( ImiK-> li. Hull. 
into the firm. After the de.it h of Mr. r.jrkrr, the bu-^i- 
ness managcnieni devulvnl upon Mr. Hull ; aii'i \\v\ will- 
earned reputali«'»n of the liou-r hii-^ ni>t only been main- 
tained, but steadily .iilvaneod. The linn i-» imw C'>!ii|io,-('.l 
of Mr. C. D. Mull, Mr. J. I. Uaikrr, and Mis. K. (.'. 
IJarker. Although Mr. Ikirker w;is ;iti aclive ini-.i!ie--i 
man, retaining the contrnl of his arfaiis up to the time 
of his death, he had ivsidi-d, fur the y.xA eight ye.vrs, 
on (irosse Isle, a beautiful jijace at the ni<Miili uf L.ike 
Eric, about sixteen miles biiow I)i.tr<'it. He ^t•K clcd 
this spot, because it ntT'-rded him llie best i'ji|iorlunity 
to gratify his love ft»r boating. lb' alway- o\\ iic 1 the 
handsomest ami fleetest \aeht on the heli walii--; and, 
a short lime before his <leath, bi«n;j^lii (I'-m New \'<>rk. 
where it hail ln-en built f"r hini, tin: l'Mie-.l ainl 1''1.l^- --t 
ya«dit ever seen on tiie lakes. Ily his (•\|ie! ieiii ir aii«l 
enterprise in aquatic spoils, he gaNc gr« at iuijietu^ l-i 
the yachting intenrsis on tin* lake coa-.t. l''i<im early 
childhood, Mr. Ikirker was an eulliu-i.i>iie >«poi t-niaii, 
and wished t«) elevate and ennoble the tuif. lie bec.ime 
the presiding officer <»f the Horsc .Xssociaiion 'tf Ami-ii«a, 
and a meml)er of the Hoard of Aj>peals. lie ()\\ned a 
large stud of the most improveil imj»orted sii-ck. c«»n- 
Iributing greatly to the imj)roveu)ent of horsc st<»ek in 
the country. Mr. Ikuker had no laslc f'>r ]toliiii>; 
and, although he sei ved sever.il terms as AMerman of 
Detroit, it was not for eini)luinent n«»r honor. Me was 
elected Mayor of the city in i'Sf)4, and ran ahia-l of his 
ticket. He was married, in 1S47, to a daughter of 
C'lilbert Ilcdell, of Ann .Arbor, Miihigan. At his de- 
lightful home, Mr. IJaiker loved to gather amund him 
congenial fiiemls; and. to his aci ompii.^hcd wite, their 
gue.sts were indebted for a kirge -.hare of their enjoy- 
ment under his r'it)f. Much i-f hi-; success in life can 
be attributed t<» her early economy and sub-cjuent man- 
agement in domestic affairs. Mr. IJarker met an untimely 



• leath in Detroit River, on the 20th day of May, 1875. 
It is supposeil that he was struck with apoplexy while 
sailing a sni.ill yaeht o|»positc hi"* resi<lcnce at (Irosse 
I.sle. The boat capsi/e<l, and when he was taken out 
of the waliT. life was cMinct. lie left a wife, two sons, 
and a daughter, to mourn his lo<s. lie was buried in 
charge of the Ma^'inic l-'raternity, under an escort of 
Knights Templar, having been an honure«l member of 
the order. Mr. IJarker was a man of generous impulses 
and <lee(ls. Money had no significance with him except 
as a means for making others happy, and no worthy 
applicant ever a])pealcd to him in Nain. 



j|TlNC;iIAM, HON. KINSLEY SCOIT, late Gov- 
^1 |; erii'^r of Michig.nn, and United States .Senator, 
' "^ 'Was jioi II in ( aiiiillu-^, < >nandaga County, New 
\"<iru, Dev«in!ier 10. iSmS. I lis lather was a farmer, 
;'.nil liis i>un eaily lite w.is c ti-eijiMntl\ <levoted ti> agri- 
eultiir.d i»ur-ui:>: but. n»'t\\it!'.s;aiidiiig the disadvantages 
relati\e to '.he ae(jv;i-ilii»n «if knowledge in the life of a 
farmtrr, he in.ii'.aged to secure a go- id ai.idemic educa- 
tion in his native Stale, ami siuilii'd law in the ofiice of 
(General James K. Law ri-nce, now uf .Syracuse, New 
York. In the ^i>iing of i>«.vi, he married an estimable 
lady, who had rei enily .arrive I hum Sctitland; and, obey- 
ing the impuUe of a naturally eiieigelie and enterpris- 
ing ili^po>iti<»n, he iiuiin.'diately emigrated to Michigan, 
and pufi h.i-ed .1 new l.iitn, in e-inij any with his l.»roiher- 
in-l.iw, Mr. K-Ixit WHideii. in (ireeii ( >ak, Livingstun 
<''iun!y. lliii'. "'ii the b')ider nf civili/atiuii, buried in 
the i^riineval f-ie-t, our late law student commenced 
•he ai<lu<in^ ta-k of j>rep.iiii:g a futuie home, clearing 
and reueing. j-utti'ig up buildings, etc., at sueh a rate 
that tlw l.ind eho-i-ii was soon ie<luced t«» a hi^h slate 
iW" I ul;ivaii<>n. I'nc inning ile-ervedly prominent, he was 
elected ti) lh«' office of Justice k'^^ the Peace, an«l Lost- 
master, under the Territorial (lovernment, and was the 
first Judge of I'rob.ite in the county. In the year 18^56, 
when Michigan became a .^tate, he was elected to the 
first Legislature. He w.as f. lur times re-elected, and was 
Speaker of the House of Rcinescntatives three years. 
In iS4(> he was elected, on the Memocralic ticket, Rcp- 
lesentaiive in Congress, and was the only juactical 
farmer in that body. He was never forgetful of the 
interests of agriculture, an<l was, in particular, oj)p«)se<l 
to the introducti'in of "Wood's patent cast-iron j)low,'* 
which he completely ]»revented. He was re-elected to 
( "ongre-s in 1.S4S, during which time he strongly op- 
posed the extension of sla\ery in the Territoiies of the 
T'nite<l States, .in«l was cnmmitted to, ami voted for, the 
Wilmot l'rt)\iso. In 1S54, at the first organization of 
the Republican ]>artv, in consequence of his record in 
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Congress as a Free-soil Diniocnit, he was nominated 
and elected Governor of the Slate, and re-elected in 
1S56. Still failliful to the memory of his own former 



hausted jiU their capital, but without perfecting their 
title to the land located, which consequently passed out 
of their po>ses!>ion. In the sprin^j of 1847, with F. W. 



occupation, he did not forget the fnrniers during his TJackus, he started the produce and commisrsion house 



administration; and, among other ])roofs of his zeal in 
their behalf, he became mainly instrumental in the 



of r.aikus &*I)issell. Two years afterwards, his partner 
retired, and Mr. I5i'..>ell conducted the business alone 



establishment of the Agricultural Collcj;e, at Lansing, until iS(>3. Meeting with a fair degree of success, in 
In 1859 he was elected Senator in Congress, and ttjok 1850 he made his first venture in the ve>sel business, 
an active part in the stormy campaign in the elcctif)n having |iurchased the brig "Alvin Clark." This having 



of Abraham Lincoln. lie witnessed the commencement 
of the civil war, while a member of the United States 
Senate. After a cr)mj)aratively ^hort life of reniarkal'le 



pro\cd lin.mcially successful, he began to invest as 
largely in ve^-^el property .as his means would permit ; 
antl, in the course of ten or twelve years, became one 



promise and public activity, he wa^ attacked with apo- of the lnr;;csi ship owners in the city of Detroit. In 




»*■ ■■■•>..- 



plexy, and died suddenly, at his re>i<lence in (irccn Oak, i^dj he loiiivd fn.im the produce and commission busi- 
October 5, 1S61. ! ncs-,, and devnti-d Ui.-» time entirely to the management 

, uf his vo>-c's. lie has built ten sailing vessels and two 
>tiMn»li().it>' during iliis time, an«l has sent six ships laden 
with j^jaiii. liinilu:!-, and slaves from the western lakes to 
Livcrp'i"! and return; one of them being the second 
flSSELL, GEORGE W., Vi-.^si-l Owner, Dctmit. that ni.ide ihc voyage from Lake Erie to Europe. In 
K Michigan, is a native of Ohio, and t!ie son of 1S72 he ])ic. nu- a member of the firm r»f R. A. Alger & 
*^ Elijah N. and Florella L. r.i»r!l, w Id w rre l)')rn i o., in tiu- manufacture of long timber and lumber, 
in Torringford, Litchfiehl (bounty, ('onn'ciiciit. lii^iThey art; o].eraling in Alcona C<junly, owning large 
father was a farmer, and while a yi.ung man — afitr tracts <-f j.ine lamU, where liiey are getting out long 
having married — emigrated, ah-iiit the year 1S15. to tinihcr ativi lo-.. They have recently introduced there 
what was then called the "New < ".•inncticut,"-- ari<M- the new -^yvtcm of '."-.-ing by steam power, by means 
wards known as the •♦WtNlern Ue^trvr." — in Oliin, of a narr-'w-Mu.-r raili wad runnin«' into the woods for 
locating at Charleston, Portage County. Here, un IM. ih^ ii.iii-i) m i;r.i..n of 1ol;s to the lake >hore. This has 
ruary 12, 1821, George W. IJissell was bnrn ; tlic cMr-l snn proved a .>ur.\-fiil •^yslcm, inasmuch as it enables them 
of a family of six sons and three daughters, huin;^^ iw;. .,, ^i-i ,,;it timber diirinj^' the entire year, instead of being 
sisters older and one younger. When he was iwilw ohii-,..! to < onlim- their oporaiiuns to a few months each 
years old, his father sold his farm; ami, puicha-ing a wini.M-. iN.linLaily. Mr. lJis>fll has acted with the Re- 
tract of wild land near Ravenna. Ohio, remr.vc.l iliith.r, pnbiitin party, but has refused to accept any political 
and began the work of clearing another tarm ; whiih. ..tnce, lliough he has been repeatedly retiuested to do .so. 



by the aid of his sons, was elVccteil when Ge«irge llisseil 
reached the ajje of twentv-one. The education received 
by Mr. IJissell was limited to what the farm-bny in a 



He ha-N gi\en his whole time and energies to his busi- 
ness, meeting with a reasonable amount of success as a 
reward. He was married, at nctrnit, in December, 1S47, 



newly settled country could obtain in the fnmtier district ; i., Mi,s Eli/a C. .^anckison, a niece of the late Colonel 
school, which he attended at intervals. After having | Levi Cook, of Detroit. They have one daughter now 
attained his m.ajnrity, he determined to seek other mean-. ^ living, wh.> i> tlie wife of James E. Davis, of the firm 
of livelihoo<l than those to be obtained on a farm, and left ,jf Farrand Williams ii: Co. 
his home, and proceeilcd to the city of Detroit. Arriv- 
ing there in 1842, he entered the employment of Walkins 
iS: Uissell, who were in the procluce and grocery traile, — 
the junior partner, \. K. Uissell, beinn hi-, uncle. He 
remained some four years; and, in tlie ^piing of 1S40, 
in company with several other gentlemen, m;ide an ev- 
pedition to the Lake Superior regimis to ex[ilore for 
copper and iron, which had then been discoverecl to 



-•■'>•- 



■ jOAri'Ll':, JAMES, of Detroit, Chief Engineer of 
^1 T, the Fire Department of that city, was born in 
'^^ ■• County Slig.i, Ireland, July 19. 1S30. His father, 
Jfdin llattie, kejii a [uiblic-house, but left the Green Isle 
exist in that country in hirge (piantities, the fact creat- in iS;^!, for a home in AnuTica, settling first at Toronto, 
ing considerable excitement. The party sjicnt several : where he was occupied !ti the commission business until 
months in making ex]>loraiions. coasting frmn the Sault iS;^S. Uem««ving to Cliicaj^o, he engaged in the gnn-ery 
to Marquette in a Ma«'kinaw boat; h»cate-l various min 'and pio\i->ion trade; and, in 1839. carried on the same 



ing lands, and built several houses mi I.-.le Royalc. 
They returned to Detroit in the fall, after having e\- 



bu<.inesN at Dresden, on the line of the Illinois and 
Michigan Canal. In 1S42 he sold his stock and invested 
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his means in pork, which he shii>pecl to St. Catherine's, 



Canada, where the work then in jro;:;ress on the Wei- to serve only at the earnest wi«.h of the Mayor, K. C. 



he was confirmed bv a unanimous \ote. He consented 



hind Canal created a Incal demand for provi■^ions, and 



Harker, that he would do }>o during the remainder of 



realized a handsome profit. lie ^citKMl in St. Catherine's, his official term, and on his promi-e that he would use 
and died there in 1S43. Jame.'. l>;ittle attended school ■ hi.^ influeme to have the salary iiKreased. It was soon 
at St. Catherine'-*; and, in ihe sprin*; of 1S46, went to j aftii fixtd at five hundred drdlars per year, the duties 
Toronto, and enj^a^ed as an npj^renlice with a tin and tif Fire Marsh;;l heinjr performed by another officer. — 
copper smith. Ui>on the failure <if his eni])lt.y(.r, at the . at that time. Mr. William Champ. Mr. IJattlc w.is re- 
end of a year, he went to Hamilton, wIkic he wurkeil 1 apjn.inted Chief I:'ngineer .successively in 1.S66 aiKl 1SO7, 
at his trade for neaily a year; and. in the spring of by Mayor M. I. Mills. In the la.st-named year, the 
1S4S, came to Delri^it. After vari<.)us adventures ami 1 de]^artment pa-»-«ed under the control of the Kire Corn- 
changes, consequent upon hard times .Tud other circum- nii^siuncrs, cieated by act of the I.egi.-^lature; and, in its 
stances, he completed hi> trade in 1S52, a>id then workcl reron^truetiem, Mr. Ualtle was apj-toinied Chief Kngineer 
a year in Port Huron. Sub^ecpientiy, until iSfw>. he \\a> nnd I"ire Mai^hal, which position he .still holds. In 1S73 
in Detroit, mnst of the time in the capacity of f TcMn.iu it b<came a (jiur^ti"n \\hether he shoultl sacrifice his 
<»f shop, when he enj^ajji-d in businc.-s Un- hini-Lll", «:'rrv- ])riv..te bu-int"--'. <ir hi-, (official ]»o>itiou, as he could not 
ing it on succe^>fully f(^r fouvleen yoar-^. Trior tu tlw I do j■.;^til:lM'• ln'ih ; but the Commission voted an increase 
year i860, the Hetroil Fire l)r]>arinu-iit \\a> C'Mnpi.-<<l "i ^-.il.iiy, making it two thousand dollars, instead of 
exclusi\ely of voluntCL-r hand «'i i^im; cmpaiii^-, a.;<! tillr- n liiii:drid ; and. stmn after di-sj.u-.ing of his stock 
look rank amongst tlur nii»-.t ettuiint iii tlir riiiir-I in iial', Mr. I'allle ha-- -incr lU-votetl his entire time and 
States, bcin«i kufAvn far and ui-lc lor it> chi-. ali\ and af.cnli' n to list' diitii-. d hi-, otfur. The efTu'iencv of 
discipline. Mr. Battle bcianu- om- of i!< nu ml i-r- in the di-partnu-nr i- thi; bc-t i-'ilogy that could be passed 
1S48; and, after serving in all p'>-iii"n- u[' t > that of upon Mr. baiili'^ ailniiiii-nati<»n ; and his long continu- 
foreman of his cf)mpany. Ik- wa-. in iS'>^). cUctcl -.ic-mkI ancr in a lir.i- ( f du;y wliiib was lir^t entered upon as a 
assistant engineer of the di-j-artm-iii. iIkmi numbering pa-.tinic. and hi-. n'ti-nli<Mi anil j-r-'UK'tion in it without 
about eight hundre<l. At this tinn-. tlir inti«<dncti'»n nf j hi-- «'\vn siilj'i:^', tJiiMii-h jclilii;d chaiigcs and again.st 
steam fire-engines made a change in the inlcinal jmliir ' pcr-i>nal anii/iii'^n--. are ihr l.e-t te-liniony to his fitness 
of the department, and tlur ofl"ni- •■f !■ in: Mar-h.d wa-jand faiilifulMc--. Mr. llaiilo \\ as united in marriage, 
created. 'JMiis ofiuer ha^l ciiarge of ihe entire wants nf Septinilicr l.?, 1S54. 10 Ann .Nb-ran, of l>e:ridt. Kleven 
the department, including suj'plies, r(r])airs. cu\; \\ l-.ile the , cliildren ha\o jieen born to them, only four of whom — 
Chief Kngineer and his assi--tanis had sujiienie <'-mnian<l \.\\o boy-, and l\vn giiU- are li\ing. 
at fires. In 1S61 Mr. JJattle wa^ strongly leconimended 
by his friends in the department for ( hid" J-'ngiiuer. and 
was elected over two com)u tilors. The following \eir, 
the oftice of Fire Marshal being vacant, he was de-ig- ■ ,>^, ^ 

natcd to perform its duties al-o, and cminued to li«t!.l , /ij^ l'^ ^^l^V. (ilA'FRAL Hl.'CiH, I)etroil, Michigan, 
both positions until the spring of iSo^. when he de- ^' | ^^ 'T^ bom at Siamling Stone, Huntingdi>n County, 
clined further service. The i»ay (if llie ( hief Kngineer. ^^ TennsyUania. July 29, I7bS, and was the fifth 
prior to lSf)0, had been seven hundred d.ollars j.or \ear; I ^on of John and .Mary llrady. His tather was a Captain 
but, upon the creation of the office of Fire Mar>lial, it in the I2lh Pennsylvania Regiment of the Re\olutionary 
was reduced to four hundred dollars. Mr. I'.alile, while army; and was actively engaged with thi.s regiment 
doing double duty, received two dollars jH-r day, at the nniil after the batile of Ihandywine. when he was 
same time giving attention to his private business. His onicred home to j)rotecl the Western fiontier from the 
ohl Io\e for the department, however, continue(|; andira\ages of the ln<lians. He bciame celebrated as a 
lie connected himself with one of the hanilMiigine <nm- |»iu!ie('r and Indian hunter in Western Pennsylvania, as 
panics, of which he was elected foreman, and w:is olleii did al.>.(> his sons, -Samuel, James, and J«din. Mr. IJrady 
calleil upon at fires to take the i'la«:«* o( the Thief Kngi- wa^ l.torn during the excitement preeeding the war; 
neer, in the absence of th. It offuer. In the fall of iStq, ju- and was reaicil at a lime when no one was safe from 
was -stronL'lv uiLT'-d b\ tnembei-'-f the dei>aitment and i-v the >a\age. While Vet a bov. he lost his father and two 
the Mayor of the city to again a. t epi the ]Hi.i"i.,ii •»!" Cliuf l.'rotheis at the hands of the Itnlians. His mother was 
Kn<rineer, — this officer bein"' ihen ai»|>"inted bv tin; Ma\oi left a wid<»w with two sons; and manv a time the 
and (louncil. instead of being eleir<'d by the departnuMit, j brothers walked side by side through the fieUl. one on 
as formerly. He I'-eremplorily detlined, at the salar) " guard with a musket, and the other holding the plow, 
then paid ; but, in January, ii>(>$, his name was sent l«» In this way they raised what crojis they crndd to pro- 
the Council by the Mayor, without his knowledge, and vide for the wants of the family; and devoted their 
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leisure hours to mental improvcnu-nt. At frequent ' sw()r<l when his country was in danger, and as willing 
intervals. Mr. Itnuly joined >mall parlii s furnu'd to make t') lay it dnwn at the dawn of peare. As a citizen, he 
raids on the Indians, whoa they IjLcanic irouhlcsunu' or w.i-i free (mm reproaoli. winning the esteem of all who 
encroached on the sctilenients. 'I'lii-i ijave him an early knew liini. It \\.\> heon *«aid of (lenernl llrady, ''that 
in>ight into their manners and lialdi-. of wai fare, and • hereii<le:ed .dVeiU«tn and love to his children and grand- 
engendered a ta^ie fi.ir army life. In 1792 he received. : children; kindness an«l gener»i>ity to his kinsmen; cor- 
fmni (leneral Wa-'hington, a commi^.-i'.»n as lln.^ij^n in , di.dity and (ourte^y to his frieniK; public spirit an<l 
C'leiieral Wavne's army. He took part in the renowncil liiuialitv to the C'immunitv; and his l)e««l blood, his 
Indian campaign wliich wresic-1 ()hio and Kentucky sw«>id, and his b«idy to hi> country." Clencral iJrady 
frtim the hamls of the sav;iges, an«l terminated in a dr- i!iid in hetmit, April 15, 1S51, at the advanced age of 
cisive victory, on tlie 20ih of August, 1704. He on- «iglil\-three yar-^. His death was the re««ult of an aeci- 
tinued witli the army until the loliowing julv, when lie deni, c.iu-eil i>y his runaway horses. He was a man of 
returned to his home in I'enn.-ylvania, reniainiu'; until tii.c ]d!y>ical appe.irance, being over six feet in height, 
the winter of i79S-o«j. Ho then received, fium rn'sid.>i:t and, at the lime of his death, as .straight as an arrow. 
Adams, an apj)oinlment :i.> (.'a[)tain; and M-rvcd w.l!i! 
tlie army until it was disbande«l. After ^pendii::^ a lew 
months at home, he ber;'.nie tired nf a lih- "\ idleni -<, 
and, in company with his bi':th''r, ui.'.Ui!"nk the im- 
provement of a large tiact of wild km I wliiili !!ir\ Ji /RMhH;. WILLIAM, M. I)., Detroit, Michigan, 
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owned. The land was >iinale'.l nii a b a:u h ■■! ;!(.• M.v ^1 I w.i- b': .; a; I ;u\ lev <.'ourt. liuckinj'hamshire. Kn*:- 
honing River, about fifty miles fr-Mu i'i:* -b;:! .^. nt .11 tin- ^"^ l.n.d. luiy 2S;, lS2^. His father was a natiie of 
present town of Indiuna. Dniii'g th.i: -iinii:i!. lln-y I'l-i ihsjiiie, ^(..ilai;il. While '>till a youth, lie accjuired 
built a grist-mill and a sawmill. All :li-ir pr-)". i- «iii- ^\n:\\ a j-r-.-iu iiMuy in h«»i licdtuie that, at the age of 
had to be tarried a «list.iiice of i!i!rly no.I-'. <in ii'-r^e- iwciitN '»ne, lie wn-i a]'[i'iiiil''<l horliculturist to the 
back, but the w«iods abuiplan:!) >i.p|.;i.. 1 ;!ii.-:ii wiih I'\i\vky (.i-urt etjle. I he cholera «jf 1S31 and iSji 
game. Mr! Urady remaineil here uiild iS jt. when, b- .dfecl<.il hi^ bn-ihi<-, nncl !n- emi;;ratefl to America in 
coming convinced that his fmlMne cimII ir l be in-i-le l^3,v ar.il -rl'Ii d ii-.i .1 t'.u ni ab.uu iwehe ndles west of 
in that enterjiri>e, he ]imuv«'l i«i Ni 1 ihuaib.i i.i:.'i. K<"!ii-ter. iNiloi Ilro-iie i> the eldest of five children. 
where he resided until 1S12. "i in- war :i;;:iiii tall. 1 liiin lb- pm-nel his siu-iirs ipuler the liiiiion of his father, 
to the front. He receivcl a cuninii>«i'iu funi Mr. b. ! .i:.l aiier. led the district sch'u>l fur two months of each 
fer>on, and ji>ine<l the army <»f Western ("an.ida, .-ei\i:iL; \e.ir. At the age of twen;y-one, he became a pujdl in 
with it during the entire cain|iaii;n. a:id tal.itij^' p.;r: in il.i" c-'lle^iaie institute rif bmckpurt. New York, where 
all the battle-, with great credit, lie was pnin«)iid to In: jL!iiaii:ed three year-i, anil paid his expenses by woik- 
ihe command of the 22d Ue^/inieni (.f Inf.mtiv, .ukI re- uvz duiini/ the vacaliijns. A b.idlv treated accident that 
ceive<l, at the battle of iajmly's I..\iie, a w<»und which b-.lell his brother turned Dijcior I'rodie's altenlina to- 
disablcil him ft)r further service ilnrinL; the w.ir. I'pon! wards medicine; aiul, in 1S47, he went lo Michigan 
the reduction of the army, in iSi«), he was transfeired an«l became a student in the ofl'jce of Dr. William 
to the (.."idonelcy of the 2d Inhmlr}, then stationed at ! Wilxm, iif I'ontiae. While there, he pai«.l his expen>es 
S.ackett's Harbor, New V<irk. when- he remaini«l for six by working in llie har\esi and hay lields, and serving 
years. In 1S25 he was jdaced in I'Muniand of il\t- \oith- as clerk in tin* po.-l-olli«e dm iui; the winter. After spend- 
weslern Territ'jry. ha\ing his heail-ipiiarter^ at Detroit, ing a \ear in stmly in Michigan, and a year in Masva- 
Michigan. He received ch.iige of the \;irions tribes i.f [ chusetls and Vermont, be cnleied, in lS.p), the College 
Indians, and superintended the ri nio\.d nf *e\eral Iribis'of l'h\sicians, in New York, ami graduated in 1850. 
to the Country we^l of ilic Mi-Nsiv^ippi Ui\ir. l-'rom He then commiijced the |>racti(e of his profession in 
this period, he becanie idenlilieil w iili tin- .^t:ite if Mich- Detroit. l-'roni 1.S50 until iSbl, he was surgeon to St. 
igan, as one of her prondnent cili/cns. (niinal Dr.idy Mary's H«)spii.-.l. l-'or this and other po.siiiuns, he is 
rendercil valuable .-ervice during the lll:ii k Ilau k Wai; indebted t<i his valued friend, the late Zina Pitcher, 
and did much to allay the lroublts.,mr b.-rdrr diificultie- M. D. Doctor Urodie was also surgeon of St. Andrew's 
known a.s ti»e Patriot War. At the bieaking oiil of the anvl M. (Iioige'.s societies. He wa.s, fi)r srjnie time, Sec- 
Mexican War. allho'.igh hnving passed liie a-e for active retary and Nice Tre-ident of the American Medical 
tield service, he took a pnnnincnt }'aii, sujcr intending Society; for three \ears lur was editor of the J\*tinsiitar 
the raising and etjuipmenl of troop*, and sliipping sup. jfriinuil 1/ McJiciu.' and Stt'-;^.n\ published at Detroit, 
plies lo the seat of war. In (.)ctober. 1S05. he marrieil He wa-* one of the first mendjcrs, and has been Vice- 
Miss Sarah Wallis. As a soldier, he was eminent for President and President of the .\udubon Society, organ- 
brAvery and faithfulness, ever re.idy to take up the , ized for the purpose of enforcing the laws against the 
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wrongful killing of j^amc, and for the collect i«>n <»f zoo- ' prinrij^h''., he dedicated one-tenth of his income to 
logical specimens. In 1S50 he became a Ma^on; he I bencvolcnl puii»>'»es during his life; and, prior to his 
filled, successively, the oIIjccs, and became Ma-ler of | <icalh. nude a laige bi*iue>.t uf landed estate for chaii[a- 
the oldest lodge in Michigan. lie al>o look the de|.;re*-- ble objt:cis. The succe'%>ful career and strong charac- 
f'f RdvuI Arch Ma^on. Under the llr^t procl.inwition ! ttiiNiics which m.irk the subjcil of ihih skeli h, h;i\e 
of I*re>iilent Lincoln, fur three months' troup>, L>OLlt»r ' their root f.ir back in an ancestry inspued by indomi- 
Brodie was commissioned .Surge«»n of the lA Regiment | table energy, and governed by lirm jirinciples. Mr. 
Michigan Vt»lunteers. During the fir^t baltlc of Hull . iJeecher's fjthei. a millwright and machinist, pos- 
Run, he t«.Mjk charge of the wounded, and narrowly .ses.-^ed a genius for invention, being the inventor of the 
c>capcd capture. After thia term of service he was ajj- re\ulving grain-cleaning f;inning-mill; the automatic 
I^ointed, by President Lincoln, Thigade-Surgei>n, wiih ' butlon-m:iker ; endle>s b.ind->a\v ; automatic water-feeder 
orders to report to (General Frcnionl. in Missouri. He 1 for steam boiler>; endK-.^^ bell hor'%e-power; steam-ship 
accompanied the Sixth I)ivi«.ion <;f the army to that propeller^; and many other machine^. As is the ca^e 
Slate, where it went into winter quarters at Sedalia. I with mo>t invenloi^, hi", expenditures in developing his 
l'"or political rea>ons, this iippuinlnient \va< nol conliime<l plans ki-j»t pace with h\>, inc'ime. so that his acquisitions 
by the United Stales Senate, and I)>»ct«)r lh*»ilir re- were >nj;ill. Mr. lieeirher's m'»iher was the daughter 
turned to Detroit. In lS6j he \^a■^ eUi.ied AN Km man «;r a f.miii r. and her early care and training had much 
of the First Ward of l)ctii»ii; in iSoo he iire-i<le>l uvj 1 to \hj with -ii.iping lln* c«>nr>e of his alter life. z\t the 
the Common Council; he wa- ( li.iinnan, .\inl. f-w ^'nu- ai^e n! nine, l.e cr.niiiience-l earning hi^ own living, 
years, President of the l><.>ard of 1 1 e. ill li. li i>. i«i liim ili.ii L;.iinin'; hi- >'U]»-e ptent educaiion by a hand-to-hand 
Detroit is mainly indebled (or llie lau r.il -^cwei -\ .t<.nj >trii:;j;le v\i!h net i.-sjty i:i ihe jMactical school of life, 
of drainage, which has made it v-ne '>f ihe nio-»l lie.dih- , ;:i'.led l>y mu h lM.«ik> as he could obtain, and as he 
ful cities. Docti»r Ihodie was niie ul il.e first nnnibers <-.ujld lind opjMMtiiniiy t<> study. Whether he worked 
of the Detroit Medical .*s<uiclN, «'!' which he has been a> ( h<'ie b 'V ; w a-.-n-in.iki.r's ajipreniice ; broke up coal. 
Secretary and Tresiilent; he his alsi; idle"! the same 1 j.ig-lron, and la-^tini^s at the New lla>en foundry; acted 
oflices in the Wavne C«niutv Me-.lieal Si'cielv. He was as blai k^-mith's assi-»iant ; or was journevman to a car- 
a delegate from the Slate Medici.! Society to the Inter- penlrr an<] joiner, he was always earnest and faithful, 
national Medical Congress, and attended the se^-^iwUs of lie a»i-lel a mill-w rij^ht in building a factory, and in 
that body at Philadelphia, in iS-jt*. In N'lvember, 1S51, ' pu'iing up water wlnels. shalling, and machinery, f«jr 
Doctor IJrodie married, at i'tuitiac. Mi->'» lane WhiMielil. ■ the ti:--t iar^e bna i-cl-iih manulaclorv in Waterburv- 
daughter of James Whitlield. of Moidc Slurrboume, i'l-nsuxti^ui, ai-juiiing a very gotnl knowledge of the 
Hampshire, Kngland. '1 hev have two sons anil one ti.ide. lit- W!>iked on machinery, and boat and bridge 
daughter. The N«)ur>gest son i-» preparing fur the niedi- i)uilding. •le>i;^nini; l-i become a merchant when the 
cal jjrofession. Doctor Ihiwlie is liliei.il in his reli.L;i"ns ' opp-»rlnnit\ sh-MiM offer. During the panic in New 
views; he is a regular atlcinlant of the I'!pi-.ei'j)al ( hiiich, j V"rk. canned |iy ihe (.liolera, in 1832. an oil merchant 
and has fdled the ollice <jf Vestryman. He is acti\e ami and ma-Ur jainler found himself entirely destitute of 
earnest, sincere and fearless. He is lijieia! ami honor- iielp; and Mr. ISeecher, then a boy of seventeen, ob- 
able in all his dealings, and simple in his m"di- of li\ing. tained a situation with him, becoming a fair ])ain(er 



Doctor Hrodie enjoys an honorable repulaiion, both in 



and j;la/iir, and a very eflicient confidential clerk. 



professional and private life, and merits tiie gratitude | This position failing him, on account of the proprietor's 
and esteem of his fellow-citizens for his useful public cl«»sing uui his business, he became jv)rter in a ship- 
services, chandler's store, at twenty dollars per month, handling 

chain cables, ropes, anchors, ship rigging, and sui>|ilies. 
He remained here several months, ami then entered a 
^^ dry-goi'ds house as porter, with a salary of three hun- 

^[J'KECHER, LUTHER, Capitalist and Real K-tale 1 dred dollars, which was doubled the second year, and 
/4|T Operator. i>f Detroit, was born February 16, 1S15, the third year was made twelve hundred, 'ihe house 
<r^.;:^ at Che.diire, (.'onneclicnt. He is the eldest si>n : was burneil in the great fire of 1S36, anil Mr. IJeecher 
of Iknjamin Dutt'Ui ami Pannelia (Tutlle) lieecher. ' wa-» the last mdn to lea\e the establi^-hmcnt ; coming out 
His paternal grand-parents were both left orphans dur- I «»r the ba'^ement with some valuable-* just as the roof 
ing infancy; his grantlfaiher, IJenjaniin lleccher, being fell in. Declining a very lii»eral teller Ironi his employ- 
bound to a farmer at the age of seven years. \\ hen " ers to continue in their business, he purchased a slock 
twenty-one, he went out into the woild, his only i)o.s- ' of Yankee notion.-^, calico, sheeting, cigars, elc, with 
sessions being a suit of Immespun, a Larlow knife, and | which he came to I)etroit. Here he sold halh his stock 
a Spanish silver half-dollar. Guided by strict religious | for Michigan "wild-cat" mmiey, and proceeded to a 



KKPRESKNTATIVE MEN OF MICHIGAN. 



place near Rock Island, Illinois. Not feeling the fullest 
contidence in his Michigan money, he traded it, with 
the balance of hi^ stock, fnr a farm, a saw-mill, water- 
power privileges, a two-hoise learn, a wag<»n, a promise 
of a quarter-inlerest in a cuuntry store, and a tlock of 
sheep on the <)]»en prairio. After working until spring 
to improve his purcha^-e, he found his health broken, 



the political troubles of 1S60-61, with consequent busi- 
ness failure.-*, and loss of confidence, so shattered Mr. 
Deechcr's fortunes, that, in the event of his death, his 
estate would have been hundreds of thousands in debt. 
His health and minrl almost gave way under this pres- 
sure; but. after six months' enforced rest, he again set to 
work, and, during the past eighteen years, has recovered 



and his money all gone to men much ^harper than any iVoni former los>e.s, and has, for some time, been the 
he had ever known. Returning to New \'()rk, he ei>n- largtrst tax payor in the city and State. His property, 
structed a number of hand-grinding grain-mill^, nn«l however, is largely unpnxluctive, and consists of branch 
other useful farm implements; and, N\ith a stt^ek of railroad-, Marcjuette irttn rolling-mill>, furnaces, mines, 
goods bought on credit t«i the value of about tlnee thou- docks, and river fronts, hotel property, an<l other real 
sand dollars, returned to Detroit, and oj)ened a store, ' e>laie, jiriiicipally in and around Detroit. Mr. Beecher 
vhcre he readily scdd his goo!l.> and machines at a fiir i> a I<ei»ul)liccin in politics; is in favor of free home- 
profit, and became permanently e-.tal)li.slied in bu-i- sie;uU, and a home market for our manufacturing in- 
iiess. He was, for many year-*, a large buyer and sliip- ilu^Nirics, and of exporting more than we import; but 
per of wool, having shipj»e«l the first large h't fron\ he is abo in Uwcv of ignoring party politics in local 
Detroit. He rewarded his clerks, and otlur- whi.ni hi.- elections, and voting for the be>t men. His clear per- 
found worthy, by giving them a pai tner.-liip interest in ce]ition.-> in p(jliiical economy bail him to tlisapprove 
his business. He was an oprr.uor in real e>fate. bnv- the creation of j)iiblic indebtedness in times of peace, 
ing and holding for inve•^tmcnts. lb* t-mk an a< tJM- and he thermit. re opi>o.-cd making municipal debts in 
interest in the purcha^-e and sale of llie Mi.liigan ( I'u- aid of railro.ub, — which was in such j»o]>ular favor in 
tral Railroad, by the State, in 1S46, He j^ wi.* the l.md, Michigan about the yeais iSfjj-jo, — and a heavy local 
and furnished fifty thousand dollars ca-^Ii cai-iial. t«) debt in the city of l.>ctroit for the construction of a 



establish the Detroit Ihidgo and In-n \Voik>. in the 
western part of the city, which has contributed so 



jiark in iS7J. He has, howe\er, always favored liberal 
aj)projiriation'; for popular education; and his philan< 



much towards the improveniml of' that l"calilv. Hi-; ■ thr-tpic nature ha-^ niade him zealous in his personal 
first wife, Maria L. Williams, to whom he was mar- elinris f.ir dcvi-iig some ]>eller means of amusement 
ried in 1.S45, died in 1S50. Her death, and lliat of lu.i t<»r the wurking ]>eoj)lc and their fLiinilies. He would 
of his cliililren, with care and overworlc, cau-cd hi^ , doubtle^>. ere thi--, have carried out some plan for thi-* 



health to give way; and, in the spiing f>f 1JS31, he wint 
to Europe, and visited the Woild's i"air. at London, 



iuiipo>o by use of his (iwn means, but lor the dithcul- 
tirs, end>ariassinents, an<l h>sses to whivdi he has been 



and the principal countries i»n the continent, returning subjected in alteinpls to do so. He has always been 
with restoreil health in the fall. During the tri]». In: ; an earnest advocate I'f tenijierance, and believes that 



made arrangements for importing g«)ods directly from 
Europe, wliich, for many years, gave him ad\anlagos 



e«lucalion, good social jirivileges, and healthful govern- 
ment, with indu>^try and correct piinciplcs, are the best 



not enjoyed by his competitors in trade. In 1852, ' inevenlives of intemperance. Though his religious j^rin- 
taking four young men as paitner.s, Mr. IJeecher gave ciples are of the orthodox New England type, he be- 



up the general dry-goods trade, an«l establi-*hrd an 
exclu.sive trade in carpets, doing business both in De- 
troit and Chicago. He bought out all the other deal- 
ers in the latter city; an<l, establishing the well-known 



lieves that familiar teaching in the Sunilay-schools is 
more beneficial to the masses than much preaching. 
In 1.S52 Mr. IjCecher married his second wile, Mary A. 
Wilkins, daughter of Davi<l Wilkins and Anna Wyglic, 



Cari)et Hall there, was, for a number of \ear<«, at the of Pittsburg, Tennsylvania, who, for twenty-live years, 

head of the largest carpet trade in the North-west. In has brought sunshine and comfort to his home, always 

1S56, basing a surjdus capital, he w a.-- iiidu<.e<l to loan aiding him in his work, and in carrying <uit charitable 

both capital and cri-dil to a W e>lern raiboail mtcrjirl-e. and benevolent cntrrjiri-^es. In the midst of his mulli- 

Ilis a.ss«H.iates being un.ible to nucl their enL;agenK•nl>^, t.iriiais bu*^ilK■s.■» t are-^. Mr. Heccher has been a constant 

the whi)le burden wa-. thii»wn upmi hini, and he made icadtr of newspr.pers, and tlui> kept hiinsolf llnuoughly 

the great mistake of rir.king the entire ac<-uinnlati«>n- «.onversant wiilj the current (juestions and events of the 

of a life-time, together with his busine-*> rci>utation. in ilay. His mind and memory serve him well in c«»nver- 

an eftort to s.a\e about oiic-lhiid of his estate. In rai-" salion anil discussion upon all subject.-., esjiecially those 



ing a sum of something more than five hundred thou- 
sand dollars, in a close money market, he sacrificed 



relating to American an<l English progress during the 
l)ast fifty years. It wi>uld be useless to attempt to ana- 



more than twice that amount in the forced <ale of valu- ' lyze a character like that presented by Luther IJeecher. 
able real estate ami securities. The panic of 1S57, and [Ilia prominent traits are seen in his works. He has an 
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imloniital.ilc will and energy, unflnjjging induxtry, clt-ar " liis academic life. This attachment was never broken, 
perceptions, — especially in the direction of busine>is veii- although the two men were hiticily hostile in ])oliiics. 
tiircs, — extraordinary execntivir abilities, and j^inciples Upon arriving at (.ieveland, Mr. Dates was sea-sick and 
firm as granite, — the stuff, in fact, gi.od ci(i/eii.-> are home-.ick, and rcmainc<l but about a week, mo>t of the 
made of: to which may be added the sYniiiallietic be- time in the oIVkc of I<ihii \V. Allen. Mav i ?, iS?;. he 
nevolence of a woman, and the aflVcii«>nafe triidtrne>s i <rro«^^L■d to l.>etr'dt, where his kinsman, Henry S. <'ilc-, 
of a child, that do not grow old and dull with yeais, then <»ne of the nio^t Ld«jfiuent member.- of the bar. wa-» 
but are always quick ami demonstrative, though ofiin in full j'ractice as one of the lirm «»f CdK^^: Torter. As 
imposed upon. **Livc and let live," ha^ ever been h\> Mr. llato was not yet of age. and could ni»l be adinil- 
business, social, and religious crei-d. ted to the bar, he went to Monroe, where he became a 

• i puj>il f)f Hon. JetRT-^on (J. 'I'hursler, one of his tutors 

at l.an.mdaigua; and, at the same time, became clerk 
in the laud ollice of r>aniel Miller and Levi C. Hum- 
/^^ ^ jdney. In ( >cl<d)or, lS.>,v he returned to ])etroit, and 

•^■^•ATES, GKORCIE (.'.. <'oun>^elor-;i:-l..i\v. of entered the ■»liice uf (.'.ile iV Torler. On the 5th of May, 
^|i|i Detroit, Michigan, wa^ bum in CanamLu^Mia. i i'"^34, afler an all-day examination by Messrs. Fra/er, 
^^^Zy'-^ "Sew York. In 1701 his grandfa»!ier, riiiiKa-' Willieied. ami Ciiiodwiu, he was admitted to ihe bar of 
Bates, removed with his family, fruiu Durham. ( "'MMi-. - Miihi^'.m. In C'.)ni[)aii\ with Robert .V. Kin^ie. he then 
ticut, to Ontario C.!«.»unty, New \'i>ik; and -■ ttled in !» Il l>c:r»li t.-r Thcai.^', wheie he spent nearly a month 
Canandaigua upon abi.'Ut f"iir li;iii<irid ;urt s i-\' l.i.".i. wilh l.ie;".ie:i.iiil Kiil-y >niitli. of the 5th United .States 
He had four sons,--Stei'hen, \\\\n w.i^ ihe in-t Slieiiil I:il.iii!vy, a:. 1 ".loiglit :i U(; i\\\) bundled feet sipiare for two 
of Ontario Countv; rhineas 1'., Sh'-iilV r»r eiL:lirriii hundred d.l;:n-^. lie liai i.ii'-nde I to settle in (. hicasro, 
years; Asher, who settled at (li-ne-ue ki\ei. an I wa- but .^iibs-. (iii.iitly c;ian;;«;d \n> purpose; and, on the ImL 
the first Sheriff of (ienesee (.'ounty ; and I >.u id ('.. fvir i-l AUj;u.>i, i.'s^j, <'peni.'l an otlice in the Farmers' and 
manv vears unib'r-Sheiiir of (Milaiio ( «Min:v. Tlu- Mechanir^' Hank i-l Deir^it. of which he had, in the 
second son, Thineas V. IJate-., ^^as the latluT of {lie snl,. preceding miniili. bc.-n ;;]i;..iinted attorney. 'Jhe cholera 
jeet of this sketch. lb.' wa-^ ex't nsively enL;;iged in \\a-i then lai.^iag in I ).-ii>.'i:. an-l the bank was almost 
raiding cattle, sheep, and horsus; nn 1, a-. (MsIv as 1S27, | de-eried dn.m^f tiie Inst two months Kii his practice, he 
im]>orted a superb Arabian hur-i'. iall-.-<l " iJac-^nrah." in and the iJh r '.ulng abnit the only oreiiitants of the 
Older to improve the breed r-f hi> li»i-e-. Hi: marrie I building. In Jan;-. iSjn, IK-nry S. ("ole dieil, and his 
MisS Sallie (lonld, a native k^{ Lyme, ( '■ ■nneei ii -.i:. ! l'^»i inn-, Aui^^ a^ins *^. I'Drler, n-lired I'roin juaclice ; con- 
George C IJates atti'udi.-d the cinnni'in -ih'id-,, an>l -.quiMitly, the lin<-ir.L-»^ ff that fiim mostly j)a^sed to 
worked, in vacations, on a farm, until he \\a> tw- 1\«- Ha"' ■• A: l.ilb I't, In 1S41 Mr. llatis was ajjpointeil, by 
years old. He then went ti> Mi-hllebury A> ad inv. in' I'l- ^idi-nt ll.-.iiMin. I'liiicd States District .Attorney for 
Genesee (now Wyoming) ("ounty. New \ nrk, wheti.-, the Di-;ii.: «t Miihi;_;an. He held the olliee fi>ur years, 
under the teaching of LMer iJiadley. of the I'.ajiti^t and "-ucc-^-luIly [•iD-ecute-.l lii^i.lre Is of Federal oilicers 
Church, he commenced the stmly of Latin. Jn 1S27 h ■ w'ao had i>eroiuc defiulters under Van Ihireu's admiiiis- 
returned to his home; and, at the Canaiulaigna Aeadtiny. | tvation. Am'.>ng iheai was Henry R. Sehnolcraft, former 
umler the instruction of George Wilson and Rev. Iclia- 1 agent fi^r the c."hipj'eway Indians, who^e trial occu- 
bod .Spencer, prepared f«^r college. In Sej)tember, iSj.S, pud a month; it wa.-. made deeply intfrcsting by the 
he entered Hobart College, at (ieneva. New York, from | dojen or nv)re Chippew.ay Chiefs who were witnesses, 
which he graduated August 5, 1S31. In Latin, Greek, Upon his retirement from <»mce in 1S43. Mr. n.ites 
Belles- LettVi's^ philosophy, rhetoric, and history, he stood re.:eived letters of comnienda:i')n fr«»m I'.li^ha Whit- 
at the head of his class; but, in logic and mathemaii.:s. | ili->.ey, Com|itrolIer of ihe l.-nite.l State^; I'eterG. Wash- 
was deficient. August 6, 1S73, he entered the law oftin' ingion, .-Vudilor of the Po-t Dej\irtment ; and Charles 
of John ('. Spencer, then the acknowledged leader of the ' ^^. Tenroe, S«diciti>r t)f the Lreasury. During the years 
New York bar. There were always six chnks in the , 1S45, '40, '47, nnd '4S, Mr. Hates was engaged o\\ the 
office, all of whom were kept clo-ely at work for at lea^t : dirfeusc for nearly every cause agains^ the United States, 
ten hours a day, the rules being very rigid. Mr. Rile> ami his practice w.as very luciative. In the fall of IVS4S, 
remaine«l as the inner clerk, and slept in the ofhce. ma«le he was numinated for Congress by the Whig I^^rty in 
fires, swept, carried mails, and co])ied folios, — some- I the Fir-Nt Congressimal Di-.trict, but was <lereate<l by 
times one hundred a day, — until May, 1833. He then H'»n. A. H. J'.uel, Demo.jratic candiilale. aid.'d by Doc- 
left Canamlaigua, f«»r Cleveland, Ohio, where he had tr)r Ormsby, of Ann Arbor, all of whose voles were 
arranged a copartnership with Stephen A. Douglas. ' <lrawn from the Whig ticket. In the spring of lS|9, 
with whom he had formed an intimate friendship during . Mr. liates was appointed and unanimously confirmed 
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District Attorney, which position lie had resigned by ihe 
request of President Polk in 1S45. ^^^ both of bis 
appointments, he was indebted to Secretary Webster 
and Thomas Kwing. Among his la^t otVicial acts was 
the arrest of James Strong, the Mormon proj^het, and 
some cijibtv of hi^. followers, whom he look to Detroit. 
The trial resulted in the Prophet Strong's Io>iiii:j all 
control over his people, and being murdered in 1S55 by 
some men whom he had publicly whipped. Mr. Hates 
resigned lii> position in June, 1852, while in California, 
where he had gone the month previous. He \\as there 
retained, by varii>us members of I'illmoreV (Cabinet, a> 
counsel for the I'nilcd Slate>. He had a large nnii 
remunerative practice, especially in admiraliy; an<l, tjii 
his return to Uetruil in September, 1S56, was in in<le- 
pendent circumstances. Jle was elected on the \N lii.i; 
ticket, for several successive vears. AMcrinan of ilie l"ii>l 
Ward of Detroit. lie wa^ appointed a dcle;;;Ue from 
Michigan to the Whig c/(.»iiM.Miiiiiii, at Il.uri.-^burj;. in 
Decendjer, 18,^9, and was tiic youngr-i man in thai !'■! !\. 
He voted eleven tinie> for Mr. ( I.. y. and pnlle«l i\ic t;r-i 
vote for General Scott fur Pic-idc;!:, wiiuh lii.all) U>\ U' 
the nomination of Harri-ion and 1 ylci-. In the ^.'>iiii-'i 
of 1S52, between Sc<'tt and I'i.-i^i-. ii-- iiijk an acme 
part in California, — givi.ii; poli.i.a! a idi< -i. ■^ w iili (icn- 
eral Jamc> WiUnn, of Kc-em-, \c\\ Hanipdiue, and 
General tihvin Jiaki-r, tw-) oJ' ilio nio-.l i'":i.uiii men in 
the United .^tale-, an! l)";!i pi i-.-nal f/unid- if Mr. 
Bales. In Sejitcmbei, l^y>, imme-iiaici} ujm^h l.i . njUun 
to Michigan, he made spie'-lie-. for (ii'K:;al 1 rcni-.iiii in 
Michigan, Illinois and Wi>i.on-.in. He \va- o;u- i.f 'Jh- 
most earne.-.t advocate.^ of Zachariah <. liandler'.- ili.c;i ■;; 
to the Senate; an<l, alter that c\cnl, madi: the sal.ita'.oiy 
addrcis at Lan.>ing. In -May, 1S50, having hcaitily em- 
braced the Kepublican plaiiorm, he deii>ered, at Sac- 
ramento, the first liepuldican speech ever made on the 
Pacific. During this addie-i:>, Mr. Jiaics was interrupted 
by a mob, headi d by Judge Terry. Senator IJrodcrick's 
murdeier, and Ju<lge janies Haidy, who prepared icso- 
lulions denouncing him as a traitor, and threatening to 
hang him if he e\cr spoke again in Sacramento. Sui)sc- 
quenily, Mr. Hatci, as onr of the vigilance conimiltec, 
aided in the arrest of Jndi^e Terr\. and stood guard 
over him for staljbing a ]>oliceman. The Ju<lgc escajicd 
hanging only becau-^e the wound did not pro\e mnrtal. 
In Augu^'t, iNcji, Mr. Hates mo\ed ti» Chicago, and com- 
menced the practice of law. He was eminently suc- 
cessful until the great lire in 1S71. when he h'>l 
every thing. He hail a large insurance in a n«n<d 
Chicago comjiany, which j»aid only one hiindic-l a.id 
fifly-threc dollars. Upon the breaking cjut of tin- u\il 
war, he immediately e-pKU-cil the cause of the L'iii>.-n: 
made sj)eeclies upon raiding the Hag over the Jr,y /'/,.... 
otiicc, and upon raiding the i.^l Regiment of Michigan 
Infantry, in which his son, Caj^iain Kinsic Batc^, wa- 



the first man to enli:>t. During the war, Mr. Bates, 
spoke constantly and earnestly in Illinois, Michigan, and 
Wi>consin, endeavoring to obtain troops, money, and 
aid of all kinds to uphtdd the Union. In November, 
1871, President Grant, at the suggestion of Judge Da\id 
Davis, Thomas M. Drummond, and Solicitor-C^encral 
n. H. Brisiow, appointed Mr. Bales United States Dis- 
trict Alt«)rney of Utah, which was then almost in a stale 
of revolution. He entered upon his duties, December 
I, 187 1, and was ordered to his post with all possible 
dispatch. Ai this time, the duties of his oftiee were 
pret-i.-^ely the same a> those of the United States Dis- 
liiit Attorney in .Michigan, namely: "To prosecute all 
-uil-% and crime-s against the laws of the United Slates 
oiily,'' — it a\ ing the .Vttorner-Gencral and Prosecuting At- 
loi ney id l.'tah to sc-llle oilier alfairs. But the predecessor 
of Mr. I'.ati-*, (."hailc-. H. Hamj)stead, sustained by Chief- 
jusiitc James B. Mclvean. had embraced the doctrine 
that, as liie l.'nited Slates was sovereign in Utah as a 
Territory, all viMhitinn-i of the Territmial laws of l.'lah 
wi.re crimes ag;.insl the Unilc«l Slates, and mu-.t be 
jiro>eculi(l in the name of the l.'nited States by the 
United Stales District Attorney, — a doctrine that, in 
^^73* ihc >upreme (.'ourt of liie United States cxploilcd 
and slam;>e 1 oai. Acting up>in this monstrous dogma, 
a gran-.l jniy, diawii in \ndation of all the statutes of 
Utali, had foi-.iid nc.rrly owe hundred indictments, in 
(. hiif- 1 u-ijt. e Mc Kc. Ill's couii, against Brigh.im Young, 
Maj »! Well-, ai:d Horace B. Stout, former United Stales 
I)i>-:iicl Alt«^niey, f"r marder, r<d)bery, and other ofTen- 
■'. - agai-isi tiu- 1- c.d law -^ of Ut.ih, which were piesenled 
i:i ilu- name of the Uniie«l States by a pretended Lnitcd 
Males Di^lricl Attorney. A jietit jury also, summoned 
in direct \iul.iti<>n of all the statutes of Utah, was leady 
to convict and hang Brigham \'oung, on the testimony 
of an ai-Osiate and murtlerer. Bill Hickman, by a s( lemn 
judicial farce, and Mr. Bates was called upon to con- 
ilucl the [iroccedings. Brigham V(>ung and his people 
weie fully a-lviscd ihat these indictments were valueless 
under the law; but, as there was no apjK^al to the 
Supreme Court of the Unitetl .States in criminal cases, 
tin re was nothing to prevent tlieir execution, — o\er 
eighty being impiisuucd at Camp Donglas. 'ihe (Jen- 
tile popidali'Mi was, at that lime, compo-ed mostly of 
miners and adventur(»rs, who, urged on by the extraor- 
dinary decisions of Judge McKean, actually thirsted for 
llie bh^od of Brigham \'onng and his people. Appre- 
ciating the *«itMaii'»n, Mr. IJate-at once opened telegrajihic 
communicntinn with Solicitor Bristow, which leil to the 
continuance of all the^e cases until April. 1872. In the 
nuantime, Mr. Bales wcnl to Washingt<m. and there, in 
a ci\il causc then pending in the .'^iij«reme Court (ICngle- 
hietli anil others Trrsus ( .linton and others), it was ile- 
ci icd, unanimously, that both juries drawn by Judge 
M«Kcan were utterly null and void, — that they were a 
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mere mob. Soon afierwards, the same court decided, in 
the ca.se of Hampstead and Snow, that the United 
States District Attorney of Utah had no rijjht or author- 
ity under the law to prosecute or defend any suit, civil 
or criminal, for or against the Territory of Utah. Upon 
the decision affirming the law as laid down by Mr. 
Hates at the outset, Brigham Young and eiglity-two of 
his people were release*!, after nn^nihs of confincmint, 
which had cost his government, for lawyers' fees, etc., 



came celebrated for his conduct in the navy, to which 
he remained attachcnl through life, and in which he was 
engaged in many noted enterprises. At the close of the 
war, Maj«)r Hi<ldle wa.s stationed at Detroit. After some 
years, he resigned, and retired to civil life. In 1S19 
he marrieil Eli/a F. Rradish, of New York, and returned 
to Detroit, whore he purchased the mansion formerly 
owned by (.icncral Hull. He also l»ecanie interested in 
lands noar Detroit. After the public lands were brought 



many thousand dollars. Judge McKean, feeling ng- into market, lie was appointed Register f»f the Land- 
grieved at the overruling of his fleci>ions, and cabling i he oti'ice for the district of Detroit, — which included the 
blame upon Mr. J^ates, used his inlluence with the Ad- whole Territory, — anil continued in that otVice, most of 
ministration to have him removed. The Juilge, how- the lime, until 1S32. In his capacity of Re^^ister, he 
ever, was aflcrwanls himself removed for encouraging | was one of the Commissioners for determining the an- 
polygamy. In October, 1873, Mr. Hates became the j cienl land claims at Detroit, Mackinaw, .Saull Sie. Marie, 
attorney and counselor of the Church of Jesus Christ C'reen I3ay, and Prairie du Chien ; — a work involving 



of the Latter-day Saints, of I'tah, by tlic ai)j>ointnient 
of (leorge A. Smith, lie held this po.>iiiiin until N«.)- 



mueh labor an<l many delicate questions. During a 
pt^riion of tliat lime he was a delegate in Congress 



vember, 1S75, anrl, during that lime, with his pariner, j fjom the Teirilory of Micliigan, which included Wis- 
J- G. Sutherland, successfully dt fesuled every civil and ' con>.in, Iowa, and Mi:inesola; an<l was also employed in 
criminal suit brought into court :ig.iiii>t the Mormon 1 various fiiiiciio:is coiiiiec'.ed with the Indian Depart- 
leaders. In January, 1S77, on aic«uiiit of the bitter feuds nieiit. lie took an iniere<i in the municipal affairs of 
still existing between the M"rm'»ns un-l (ien tiles, Mr. , Detroit, and held >ome city otiices. He was one of the 



Hates removed his library, consisting uf .some sixteen 
hundred volumes, which he lias purchased since the 
Chicago tire, to Detr<.«it, wliere he is ;iL;ain pr.uticing his 



Regents »;f Mi^lii^'an University, when it was organized 
under the Teiiiioiial iloveinment, an<l was subsequently 
selected to ni.ike iii~p'»-ition of such of the lands as were 



j>rofession. For over forty years, he ha> been a successful allowed by CongrcNS to be sold. He was also a trustee of 
lawyer, and has practiced in all the courts t)f Miehigan variou?* oi^.i:ii/..ilions to encourage education in Detroit, 
and California. Twelve years of the lime, he was , and was libei.il insnppoiting seminaries established in 
United Stales District Attorney in Micliij^an, California, I that place, lie was one of the early vestrymen of .St. 
and Utah; and, although he has earned a large annual Paul'.s (hiirch, the In^l r!piscni>al Church organized in 
income, is now poor. His health and spirits are, how- the Noiih-wv^st out-ide of <.)hio; and was one of a small 



ever, excellent. 



BiDDLE. MAJOR JOHN, f.mncrly of Detroit, 
Is was born in Phila«lclphia, in March, 1792; and 



number wli" in'Ii\ idually as.sinncd the exjjensc of build- 
ing a cIuuhIi. rhr«iughout his life. Major lUddle was 
fond of reading and study. He was a fine scholar, and 
his Un.nough knowledge of French, with which he was 
.as familiar as with English, enabled him to become 
well \er>eil in the hislory and antiquities of Michigan, 
inclutling the French settlements. He wrote with facil- 



^*^/.:-* died at White Sulphur Springs, Virginia, August ity, and contributed frequently to the information of the 



25, 1859. He was the son of Charles llid«lle. Vice Tresi- 
dcnt of Pennsylvania iluring the Revolution, anrl one of 



pulilic by lectures and other literary works. Detroit 
was long completely is«dated fr:)m the rest of the coun- 



the most active patri-)ls of that period. His uncle, try for more than half the year, and jirominent citizens 
Commodore NichoLos Hitldle, of the Revolutionary navy, were in the habit of delivering lectures through the 
also obtained an enviable rej)utation. Major I'idd'.u winter, which were of much more value than the major- 
graduated at Princeton College. He afterwards entcNinl ] ity of such productions at the j)resent day. Among other 



the United Slates army; and, during most of the War 
of 1S12, was a Ca[)tain of artillery, and was promoted 
to the rank of Major. He served wiili disiinction 
under General Scott upon the Niagara frontier, and 
was, during a portion of tlio time, attached to his stall". 
They continued, through life, on conlldential terms. 



I- 



gentlemen who cheerfully co-operated in this work were 
General Cass, General Henry Whiting, and Mr. School- 
craft. The Jlisi.uitiji Skctc/ics 0/ Miifii^'an include arti- 
cles by these four writers, which cover, in a succinct 
form, the entire history of the State, and are still re- 
garded as high authority. Major Hiddle's st\le was 



His brother. Major Thomas llidille, was also in the clear and f<^rcible. Like his distinguished brothers. 



United States army, and served in the same campaigns; 
while an older brother, Commodore James IJiddle, be- 



Nicholas and Richard Hiddle, he possessed uncommon 
aptitude for historical iuvcatigation. Whatever he wrote 
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was accurate and valuable. lie took great interest in 
political matters, lie was chosen President of the con- 
vention which framed the Constitution of 1835, and, 
although he was a Whig, and did not belong to the 
party in power, he received a majority of the votes in 
the State Senate for the office of United States Senator. 
His opponent prevailed, by the vote of the Lower 
House, which secured him a majority of three on the 
joint ballot. Major Biddle was subsequently the Whig 
nominee for the office of Governor. He took an active 
part in sustaining his fellow-soldier, General Harrison, 
for the Presidency, and also General Scott, when he was 
Presidential candidate. In his later life, he spent much 
of his time oh his farm, which covered the site of the 
present town of Wyandotte, and in traveling. A few 
years before his death, he became possessor of a large 
estate in St. Louis, which required much of his atten- 
tion. On his return from Europe, in 1859, he spent the 
summer at White Sulphur Springs, Virginia, where he 
died, suddenly, after taking a cold bath. He had a 
large family, several of whom . survived him. Among 
these' were, the widow of General Andrew Porter, Will- 
iam S. Biddle, Major James Biddle, and Edward I. 
Biddle. 




ALDWIN, HENRY P., Detroit. Ex-Governor 
of Michigan, is a lineal descendant of Nathaniel 
Baldwin, a Puritan from Buckinghamshire, Eng- 
land, who settled at Milford, Connecticut, in 1639. His 
father was John Baldwin, a graduate of Dartmouth Col- 
lege, who died at North Providence, Rhode Island, in 
1826. His paternal grandfather was Rev. Moses Bald- 
win, a graduate of Princeton College, in 1757, "and 
the first who received collegiate honors at that ancient 
and honored institution." He died at Palmer, Massa- 
chusetts, in 1813, where, for more than fifty years, he 
had been pastor of the Presbyterian Church. On his 
mother's side. Governor Baldwin is descended from 
Robert Williams, also a Puritan, who settled in Roxbury, 
Massachusetts, about 1*638. His mother was the daugh- 
ter of Rev. Nehemiah Williams, a graduate of Harvard 
College, who died at Brimfield, Massachusetts, in 1796, 
where, for twenty-one years, he was pastor of the Con- 
gregational Church. The subject of this sketch was 
born at Coventry, Rhode Island, February 22, 18 14. 
He received a New England common-school education, 
until the age of twelve years, when, both his parents 
having died, he became a clerk in a mercantile estab- 
lishment. He remained there — employing his leisure 
hours in study — until twenty years of age. At this early 
period, Mr. Baldwin engaged in business on his own 
account. He made a visit to the West in 1837, which 
resulted in his removal to Detroit in the spring of 1838. 



Here he established a mercantile house, which has been 
successfully continued to the present time. Although 
conducting very successfully a large business, he has 
ever taken a deep interest in all things affecting the 
prosperity of the city and State of his adoption. He 
was for several years a Director and President of the 
Detroit Young Men's Society, an institution with a large 
library, designed for the benefit of young men and citi- 
zens generally. An Episcopalian in religious belief, he 
has been prominent in all matters connected with that 
denomination. The large and flourishing parish of St. 
John, Detroit, originated with Governor Baldwin, who 
gave the lot on which the parish edifices stand, and also 
contributed the larger share of the cost of their erection. 
Governor Baldwin was one of the foremost in the estab- 
lishment of St. Luke's Hospital, and has always been a 
liberal contributor to moral and religious enterprises, 
whether connected with his own church or not. There 
have been, in fact, but few social and public improve- 
ments of Detroit, during the past forty years, with which 
Governor Baldwin's name is not in some way connected. 
He was a Director in the Michigan State Bank until the 
expiration of its charter; and has been President of the 
Second National Bank of Detroit since its organization, 
in 1863. He was a prominent member of the Stale 
Senate of Michigan during the years 1861 and 1862; 
was made Chairman of the Finance Committee; a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Banks and Incorporations; 
Chairman of the Select Joint Committee of the two 
Houses, for the investigation of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, and the official acts of the Treasurer; and of the 
letting of the contract for the improvement of the Sault 
Ste. Marie Ship Canal. He was first elected Governor in 
1868, and was re-elected in 1870, serving four years, — 
from 1869 to 1872, inclusive. It is no undeserved eulogy 
to say that Governor Baldwin's happy faculty of esti- 
mating the necessary means to an end — the faculty of 
knowing how much effort or attention to bestow upon 
the thing in hand — has been the secret of the uniform 
success that has attended his efforts in all relations of 
life. The same industry and accuracy that distinguished 
him prior to his term as Governor was manifest in his 
career as fhe Chief Magistrate of the State; and, while 
his influence appears in all things with which he has 
had to do, it is more notable in the most prominent posi- 
tion to which he was called. With rare exceptions, the 
important commendations of Governor Baldwin received 
the sanction of the Legislature. During his administra- 
tion, marked improvements were made in the existing 
charitable, penal, and reformatory institutions of the 
State. The State Public School for Dependent Children 
was founded, and a permanent commission for the super- 
vision of the several State institutions. The initiatory 
steps toward building the Eastern Asylum for the Insane, 
the State House of Correction, and the establishment of 
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the State TJoard of Health, were recommended l)y CIov- 1 pie of the Stale, j;r;itcful :Kkinu\ Kd;;incnt, and nnnounc- 
ernor Baldwin in his message of 1S73. The new State 1 ing that furiher aid was unni(f>»^nr\ . Governor Baldwin 
Cai)itol also owes its origin to him. The apjiropiiation ! has traviled extensively in his own country, and has 
for its erection was ma«lc iijion his rcLOnmiL-ndation, uIm) made several visits to Euroj.tc and other portions of 
and the contract for the entire work let un<Kr hi^ the ( )ld Woild. He was a passenger on the steamer 
administration. CJovernor Ilaldwiii also appointed the ''Ariel,'' which was captured and bonded in the Car ib- 
Commissioners under wh<)>e faithful sui)ervisioii the hi-.m Sea, in iV'cemher, 1S62, by Ca[»iain Semmes, and 
work was commenced, has pn^gies^ed, and is mav draw- wrute a full and interesting account of the transaction, 
ing near completion, in a manner most sat i-« factory to ; The folhiwiiig e-itimate of (jovernor lialdwin, on his 
the pcoj)le of the State. The re-compilation of tlic laws retirement from ofiice, by a leading new>paiier, is not 
in 1871, and the geological survey of the Stale, were ' ovei draw n: ** The retiring mes>age of Governor IJaldwin 
also fruits of his a<lministration. lie advised and earn- • will be rea«l with interest. It is a characteristic docu- 
csily- urged, at different times, such amen<lMieiils of the ment. and pos>esses the luci«l statement, strong gr.isp, 
Constitution as would permit a m;)re equilal-Ie ennipen- ' and char, j)ractical sen>e. which have been marked fea- 
sation to State otlicer-* and Judges. The law^ of iSi-o. turo nf all preceding (hicumcnts from the same source, 
and prior also, authorizing muhicipalitie-s to voiv a.<l Gove wior Uaidwin relire^ to prixaie life after four years 
toward the construction of railwnvs, w<^rt?, v.\ iSyO. cf ur.u^rallv successful admini>lration, amid plaudits 
declared uncon>.litutional by the Su]iu:ni<.' ("■•lui. Maii\ | 'ili.ii a:e universal throughout the State. For many 
of the munici[)alitie> having i;i the im :iMtinu- i-Niicl a^i-l \'.u^, onineiit and c.ipable men have tilled the executive 
sold their bonds in gi^ml f;.itli, lluNiiiicr liildwii Icli •. liair of tin- Mate; bur in painstaking vigilance, in 
that the honor and eu-dit of tiie State \\i:c in jcoj.ar-ly. >.;eili!ig g.)ii(i -.cii-c. iii jlh-iv.muc public -.jiiiit, in thorough 
His sense of justice impelled him to call a:i c\lra m-n- inie^'vity, and in ]ia. :i. al cajiacily, Iltnry P. lialdwin 
sion of the I,egi>latuie. and to ]<i-io.-e the >iibnii^si«iii , ha-. di')wn him -elf t(; 1 e ihe j)eer of any or all of them, 
to the i)eople of a <N>n.'.iituli<»iial ann inlnicnl. auiho'.i/- ! The State ha« been uiiu-i:aily j-^roNperoUs during his two 
ing the payment of such bciuU a'- N\cre airi-ady in the ; terniN, and the Mate a'inlilli>^lrali.)n ha> fully kept pace 
handrt of bona fide holders. \\\ hi> sjietial me^-aj^t* he iwith the ne-.-.U o! llie tinii->. The retiring Ciovernor 
says: "The credit of no Stale stands higher than that ^ has fully e;iMicd the pa!>lic gialitude and confidence 
of Michigan; and the i»eo|.h; can n'»: afl'T'l. and I llu^l which he t«>-tlay pu.-^^o'-o lo such a remarkable degree.'* 
will not consent, to have her goov.1 name tanii.died by • 
the repudiation of either le;;al or moral ni)li^a;i»)a>;.'' 
A special session was also called in March. 1.^7-:, jninci- 
pally for the division of the State into (."onL;re>siiinal ^^^ ^ 

districts. A number of oilier important s.:g-c^iions J| / RTGflS, I1()X. I\(")r»r.UT V., Lawyer, of Wyan- 
were made, however; and, as an evidemeof the (maci- ^I |. duUe, Michigan, was born August 12, 1S37, at 
nor's laborious and thnu«;liiful care for the finamial " "^ I'otier. \'ates ( funty. New \'ork. He received 
condition of the State, a seiio tif table- wa-. prejiarcd an aca-ieinic education; and. al llie age of nineteen, 
and submitted by him, shuwing in detail c^tiinales ol cuinnunced the >tiidy of law in the ofllcc of H. \V. 
receipts, exjjcnditures, and appropriation.^ for the yeai^; I<ranklin and |. S. \'an ,\1umi, at IVnii "S'an, New York. 
I.S72 to 1S7S, inclu-^ivc. Meni'-iable in (iovernnr I'.al-l- | Here he remainetl until Sej^tember, iS.S-S, when he was 
win's adinini>.trations were the devavtating furs whicli ■ adniitldl t.» the bar. al Rochester. New York, as attor- 
swej^t oviT many j)orlions of the Norlh-wir^t in the fall ne\-at law ami solicitor in chanciry. lie tiien entered 
of 1871. A large i>art «)f the city of Chicago having the f^fiH e of the Hon. b-hn L. 1 ewis. Jun., at Penn 
been reduced to ashes, (iovernor r»ald\\in proini'ilx \'an. remaining until ihe sjoinL; of iS5<). w lien he came 
i.N-ued a pi«'clamati')n. calliiig upon the people of Miih- to St. |()hn'>, (Hnton <"oun!y. Michigan, and cimmenced 
igan f«.)r lihcral aid in behalf of ihat alllicte<l city, ihe )irariice «>f law. He deli\ered the I'ourth of July 
Scarcely had this been issu<*d, wdu^i several counties in oration the same year; ami was ehcled \illage Clerk in 
his own .State weie laid wa.-te by the snine de>trt.ying the sj>ring election of iSoo. In the fall following, he 
clement. A secon*! call wa^ nui'le. asking a>>si^.tan< e h.ir removctl to Mi^si^sij^pi, and remained until the winter 
the suflering people i;f Michigan. Ihe conii ilmtion^ of ihoi, when he returned t'> Miihigan, and settled at 
for thc-^e objects were j'romj^i an<l mo-t libii.il. more Wavne. In .May. iJS')4, he lenioved ti* Wy.indotte, w here 
than seven hundred thou>»and «lolIars Inning b-'en re- he still continue> "the ])raclice of hi-; j^rofessi«.)n. In 
Ceived in mom.\ ami >uj)plies for the m liif c)f Michigan Deiembi-r, iS«')j{. lie marrit;-! Mi-s Nellie K. Morse, at 
alone. So am|'le were lhe^e conti ibulion^ during the Penn Yan. New York. Since hi-; residence at \Yyan- 
short peri«;d of about three monih>, that the Governor dolte, Mr. liiiggs ha.^ held the «»flice of lu-tice of the 
i.^sucd a proclamation, expressing, in behalf of the peo- Peace for five years, anfl thai of (.^ity Attorney for 
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seven years. He drew up the charter iiicoriMiratinj; 
Wyandotte as a city; and also drafted a code of or'li- 
nances for its munici|>al government. In iSoS he was 



f«»r member of the State Legislature, but was defeated 
wiili his parly. He was a inonibtT of the Oeiroit lioard 
of IIe:iUh for three years, tliis being ilie only public 



elected to the Mielii^an Lcj^islature, a.s Kcj>resiMitaii\e " oMice he has ever held. I)r. Urumme is a member of 
from the Third Disiiict <jf Wayne C"onnly. In 1.S70 he ' the Miehii^.m Stite Meilic.il Si.tciety, and also of the 
became Stare Senator, and scrveil f'lr the years 1S71 .ind ■ Anicriv-an N^edical Association. He w.is cdueated as a 
1872. While actinj^^ as Senator, he was a nicml)er nf ' T.nlhcran, but his reli;^M(»us \ icws have changed some- 
the court for the trial of the iinj»t:.n hmcnt of < ". A. IM- I what. He was united in marjiaji^e, May 2, 1S52, to 
moiuls, ("'ommi^sioner of Sl.itc Land-iifiice. Mr. Urii-.L;- 1 iniJie Steini\;or, d.\ug1jtcr of a military surgeon. She 
has always been a Peniotrat. In 1.S72 he ^\;^s a d- !e «liid June 30, 1S73. leaving three chihlren. In 1S75 
gale to the convention, at I.oui-iville, Kentucky, whiili I)r. Thummc vi<iled his native country, anil, while there, 
nominated O'Conor for I*resi»lent in opi>osi;if)n to Mi. ni.uried his niece, the widiMV of law\er Augustus Ilcnzc. 
dreelev. Since this time, he has not taken anv acli\e 
part in politics, but devotes his entire time lo tjie j.i.ii:- j 
tice of law. ' ! 



M 



RA rSHAW. JOSEPH I}. H., Uanker, of Detroit. 
w.i^ b 'in in Helper, Kngland, in 1S14. He is 
de-c villi 1 hoin an old I'.nglish family, whose 
*"i|li';RUMME, CARL CONRAD OLORCi:. rh\-i- . .-.it-.f .imis n l-.rn. the ti- ors of the stone house in 
^111 cian and Surgeon, Detr-iit, w;:^ b-in in ihi* uliich he .in.l his ance-ini-, fiir several gcneratiiuis were 
<v^"'* University of (.J(t II ingen. i«r'>vi:i< ,■ ,.f ll.i- ')\«i. : born. in iSi<) he cmiL'rated, with his parcnl>, to 
Germany, June 21, 1S17. His father. WiliKlni Pi* hi(Ii; Vnieiic.i, lii -t srliiinL; in Annapnlis, Maryland. In the 
Brumme. was b«>rii at H.'.nil)ur^;. « )'ri!i..:i\. April .j, f.dU. wing year, ihey iinii'veil lo Wheeling, We.st Vir- 
1777. His mother, Maria D'Mnth.a < .1: lim. iMarlileii- j^inia, when* six y^:. r- ■■( his boyhood were spent, and 
pftjrdl) Urumme, was born May 4, l7^ ^ in < Ii Cirn^en. where nil lii^ -■•h"d ;.!v.i!5tages were obtained. He 



His grandfatiicr, on the miiternal -id\ u:i- l»>rn !>((.ini- 
ber 16, 1720; and clied May 2, 1X07. II,; v. a ^ n -.;■■!'! 
and silver.^mith, organist in St. i'in'i» ('lini':li. ;i".'l < .i-. 
Senator. Two of his ance-tojs *>{' liie -.inu- n.inii.\ v. In- 
were prominent men ttf the ci:y, wksw. I:-.m1ii> in tin 
Reformation. Dr. ririinnne, the su'.j,-i [ ,.f ii,;.. v.;,i.t.|i. 
was educated in the ^chot»ls of ( In. ttingiMi, (••lUtinL; 



il- 



l'e-» n. t rcnuniiier the lime when he was unable to 
r«-..d. Ili> fjih V In^t hi.^ nirans by ndsfcntune, and, at 
.1:1 e.ir!\ a.;--. Mr. Ihai-liaw became the main supp«)rt of 
ll.i- f.niiiiy. At the agi- «»f iwrhe, he went to Wells- 
■nr^^ \Vi--t \iiginia, and was cmj'l«>yed in the gla.ss- 
w-iilxs until he was ni:ie!«'en. In Si"j)tend»er, iSj;. he 
pn»i. cedrd iij /ane.^\ille. njiio. and tliere wroui-ht in the 
high school when eleven years of age, an<l ;;ra(hialing ' :;laN^-w«>rks for six years. Having accuinulated a small 
five years later. It was his early ijesire and inlentii»n t'» ca[iit;il, as the savings of his weekly wages, he embarked 
study medicine; but, hi.s father having <lied when he was in the grocery business in /aiusville. in 1S59. In this 
six years old, and his moilurr having married again, his ' Ik- j^rospererl from the outset: and, having in the cour>e 
step-father, a >urgeon and denti-t, apjMenliccil him fi»r of nine years built ujj a g-Mul retail trade, he began 
a term of .six years to harn snigery and dentistry. ' ihe wholesale business in iSjS. and established a large 
During this time, he fre«[uent'-d surgical and miMJieal ' Imuse. In ihe year iSn^. he rem ived lo the cilv of 
lectures, showing a persistent de-ire to i)l)lain a kn.iwl- Detroit, and opern'l a wh'-le-ale grvcery lii»iise, which 
edge of meilicine. His j.aients linally allowed hiu) i-i he continued until iS7«'). In ihat year he soM out the 
study the profession (if his (ln'iee. In M.\y. 1S40. he , business; and, in C'>nnecti<ui wiih J«-»srph I'lack, and 
was matriculated a^ 'lud'nt of sur,;i-ry: and. in the fall . J.laience \. 1)1. ick. his sun, established the banking- 
of 1S42, as a sHid..Mii of m-.dii ine. At that time, the Imusc of Ihatshaw. I'.lack «S: < o. His bu.sincss career of 
term for medical suidy was f)ur year-; ; biK. duiing the ■ :hir:y-^even >ears was a pro-jK-rou^ one, and he retired 
fall of 1S43. Pr'jf. I'.dward von Seil)'»ld mad.' I.im a>si;- fi.i.n nniineriial pursuits with a fair coni])etcnce. Dur- 
tant jihysician in charge of the K»»yal Lying-in Hospital. i::g his r^>idenie in /anesville, Mr. Iiratshaw did all in his 
the appoinlment being C)mirmeil by the (l-.»v« rnment. j"-wer i" enC'Viragc the grow th and prosperity of the place. 
He retained ilds ji.).i:i.i:i nearly nine year.-. In June. Vt the tiring up«>M l-'i.rl Sumter, though he hal i>revi- 
1S52, he sailetl I'ur .Xmeriia, ;.rri\ing al \ew N'oik •■n «iudy been a Demi-cjat, he zealously espmiscd the cau-c 
the 25th of July, and in Delrtdt, .Mi. hii^an. July ^?u:h. nf ihe I'ni-jn, antl prcsiiled over the first L'nion meeting 
He at once entered u].on the praitice of his jjrofessiun, hebl in /anes\ille. At this meeting, he made an earnest 
in which he has ever siiue continued. He is a Repul.j- ■ «pecch. strongly urging every man who claimed to be a 
lican in his political views, and received the nominaiion ,lo\al citizen, whether Democrat or Republican, to sup- 
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port the Government in its efrt>rt to preserve the I'nion. 
This speech, an<l hi«> subsequent action, alienalt-d him 
frum the Dcmocraiic party, anil, from thiU time, he be- 
came an anient Republic.iii. l>urin«; the war. he made 
luinicrous speeches in the cncoura^cniont of cnliNtincnt-, 
and contributed liberally for the >anie i)urjiose. In iS(»2, 
while General John Mori^an wa-. makin^^ raids throuj^h 
Ohio, Mr. r»rat'»haw helped to raise and cipiip a c^.-mpany 
from the l''irst Ward of Zane>\ille, for the purpose of 
going out t<^ encounter liim, and was elected coinmi-^^ary 



century, but emigrated, before many years, to New 
London ("uunty, (.unnccticut. Ju«lge IJrown graduated 
frcim Vale College in 1836; and then devoted a year 
to study and travel in Kurope. In subsequent visits 
abroad, he has renewerl and enlarged the acquisitions 
of his early foreign residence. lie entered the law 
school at Harvard, and remained there some time; but 
finished his law studies in the oftice of Walker & Rus- 
sell, in I>eiioit. lie was admitted to the bar in that 
city in iSoo. After a long service as Assistant United 



of the company. His comj^any, with others r.iiscd in ■ Stales district Attorney, he >\as appointed, b\ Governor 



the vicinity, proceeded about eight miles down the Mus- 
kingum River; but, not meeting the Confederate forces, 
returned again next day. In j>erforming his duties ns 



Crapo, Judge of the Wayne Circuit, — the highest court 
of general law ami chancery juri«dictit>n at that time in 
the city of I>etroit. The duties of this jiosition he 



commissary, he inipre-sed into the >ei\i(e the \c..\\\\ aiul di-cliaig<d to the satisfaction of the bar and the com- 



wagon of a disloxal synqiatlii/er. ami for;igi.il r.j.')ii ^e\- 
eral citizens of that cla--s for his suji|'lies. This cxjuMii- 



mniiity. Lea\iiig this (jfrice in iSoS, he conducted a 
sih cr>.>f.ii pra«tiie in Delroit until his appointment by 



lion was replete with inteicsting and amusing iru i li r.t>». ■ I'le-ident (Ir;iJit. in 1.S75, to the jjosjiion of United 
In 1S61 he was elected County Tro^mer of iln- iii.ihiy St.i!er> l>i iiiit Jud^e for the I'-a-tein Histrict of Miolii- 
of Muskingum, which otiici; ho lu-ld umi! lii- iiii:"\;J i-i g.»:i. 1 lu' \ai:fl ;iiid ic--j)onsililo functions attached to 
Detroit. Mr. IJratshaw has wiiluii many ;iitii 1.^ f r thi , ilii>> po-iii..ii demaiiil l):e.idtli of iirofcssioiial attainment, 
press, upon fmances and malteis j'c; !ai:ii::g !■• ilu- fii.an- un\\e.iri»il iiuiu-ii\, ar.d liii^li executive (jualities. The 
cial condition of the cf)untrv. He lia-;. of lue yeai-^. nianner in wIirIi tlie>e rc.inirv.mcnls ha\e been met has 
given special altenti<in to subje-ts of ihi- natiiie. Hui- .i^aincd for Jii<I^r I'.i.iwn a very llaliering su]]port for 
ing tlie past \ear, he has wiitten f.-r tlie Hetioit /'//.• a 1\ ancem-!:t to the I'niiid Slates Circuit I>ench as suc- 
C/trrr/i/, a widely circulated con;inen ial pap»'r. Mr. 1 «-e>-or to i:-, jrc-cnt o.a iijant. Judge lOmmons. Judge 
liralshaw has always been str-mgly in favor of total ah- I»io\vn ha^ always been lonncctcd with tiie Republican 
stincnce, and is an ardent woiKcr in the cause of tem- |>aity. He m.niie-l, Jiil\ i ^. iS()4, Caroline, daughter 
perjfnce. He never diank a gla^s of liquor; and. when "' ."^amuel riii>, Ksq.. of I )elroil 
a young man, was an active member of the ceKlii.itid ' 
temi^erance order known as the Wa-hin'Moni.ii:-. In 
the fall of 1S75. ^^^' ^^ ''*'' '"^'-* ^'^ ^'''* pri.imimnt ;;itor, and ■ 
speakers in the "law and <.ir<UT"' movement in I)elr"it, ^^^ ^ 

which rcMilled in the election of Alexander 1 .w i. f..r ' 4J^''^11- <"HRl>ri\\ 11., Wholesale Hardware 
Mayor, and the stiict enforcement of the Stale law foi ' ^| | Mti. hant, of Hetioit, wa- iM.rn May 9, 1812, in 
the closing of sahions on Sunday. Lalteily, Mr. Drat- ^^ l;u:ler ( ounty, renns\hania. His father, a 
shaw has been a prominent vvniker in the •• Ked Kil.l. on ■' hading business man in the community, engaged in 
temperance movement, and has gieatlv aided the can^e i-eneral miTchandi-ing. farming, etc., and 'Mve his sons 
by his means and influence. He is a member rif the ' a common-sch<.'td education and a trade as their start in 
Masonic Kraternity. and, for six years, was Master of life. Christian H. l>uhl, having learncil the trade of 
Amity Lodge, \o. 5, of Zanc.sville. Ohio. IK- is now hatter, startcl out. at the age of iwenty-t)ne, to seek 
a member of Helroit Lodge, No. 2. He marrieil, in | his An tune. After liav ing trav« led tin ongh some of the 
1S40, at Zanesville. Ohio, Su^an J. Shinier, a (laughter ! then sellled jjortion ul' the We>t, he anive-1 in Delroit 
of one of the pioneers of that State. They have t\v..> 'in iS^?; and there, in company with his brother, Kred- 
daughters, both married, atid refilling in Detroit. .eiick liuhl, opene<l a hat and cap '^to^e,— nianufacluiing, 

! to some extent, their own gi.»ods. Thi-. bu-»iness, in a 
. pl.ue ^o .small as Detroit wa^ at that time, wa-* far loo 
li noted for the aml>ilious a^j)irati'.)ns o( the young mer- 
i iiants. The) entered upi>n the fur traile, which afler- 
vv.mU a-^'.umi.d l.ir^e jMXipM tions, expending throughout 
the whole Norlh-we-^t. This brancli of the business 
was conducted princij tally by C. 11. liuhl. his brother 
managing the hat and caj) <lej>artmi-nt. which, with the 
gr'ivvih of the city and Stale, was also becoming exten- 
sive. About 1S42 or 1S43, after the failure of the so- 
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UOWX. JIIDGK HLNRV IIILLIXCS, Detroit. 

i was born March 2, 1S26, at Lee, NLas<,achusetts. 

* His f.ither, Hillings Ihown, was a manufacturer. 
His mother was noteil as a ladv of marketl slren«:th of 
character and clearne^^s of ]>eiception.s. 'Ihe I'nnvn 
family settled in Massac hu.se Us early in the scvenieenth 
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called American Fur Company, their trading-posts falling 
into the hands of P. Chouteau, Jun., & Co., of St. 
Louis and New York, the Messrs. Buhl arranged with 
them for the purchase of furs, on joint account, in the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, Northern Illinois, Wisconsin, 
and Michigan, and a part of Upper Canada. They 
carried on a very large fur trade until 1853, when the 
firm dissolved; F. Buhl taking the hat and cap depart- 
ment, and C. H. Buhl continuing to deal in furs, upon 
his own account, for two years, lie then turned this 
over to his brother, and formed a partnership with Mr. 
Charles Ducharme, under the tirm name of Buhl & 
Ducharme, for the purpose of engaging extensively in 
the hardware and iron business. They purchased the 
large wholesale houses of Alexander 11. Newbold and 
Ducharme & Bartholomew, and consolidated the two, 
thus forming one of the largest hardware establishments 
in the West. After the death of the junior partner, 
Charles Ducharme, in 1873, Mr. Buhl purchased his 
interest, and then admitted his eldest son, Theodore D. 
Buhl, to the firm, which has continued to be one of the 
most prosperous of the kind in the West. About the 
year 1863, Mr. Buhl, with several other gentlemen, pur- 
chased the works and effects of the Westerman Iron 
Company, at Sharon, Pennsylvania, one of the most 
successful in that section. He has ever since been con- 
nected with this company, and, having purchased the 
inteiest of two of the parlies therein, is now one of its 
principal owners. At about the same time, he bought 
the controlling interest in the Detroit Locomotive 
Works, whose affairs were then financially in a bad con- 
dition ; and, with other gentlemen interested, infused 
new life and energy into the business, which at once 
revived, and for some twelve or fourteen years was very 
profitable, giving employment to hundreds of mechan- 
ics. About the year 1863, shortly after the passage, by 
Congress, of the law to provide for the establishment of 
National banks, he was one of a number of gentlemen 
who, for patriotic purposes, started the Second National 
Bank of Detroit, making it the leading bank in Michi- 
gan. At its organization, he was chosen Vice-President, 
which position he has since held ; and, for a considera- 
ble portion of the time, has performed the duties of 
President in the absence of the President, Hon. H. P. 
Baldwin, from the city, as Governor, and while travel- 
ing in Europe. Mr. Buhl has been mainly instrumental 
in building two lines of railroads, — the Detroit, Hills- 
dale and Indiana, and the Detroit, Eel River and Illi- 
nois; was President of both companies for a number of 
years, and is still President of the latter. During his 
active business life of forty-five years, in the city of De- 
troit, he has been one of its leading citizens; has built 
several elegant blocks and stores for business purposes, 
and has encouraged and liberally aided all public im- 
provements that have tended to the material welfare and 

4 



prosperify of the city. His whole business career has 
been characterized by energy and industry, which have 
overcome all difHculties, and placed him in the foremost 
ranks of the successful merchants of Detroit. He has 
been a Republican since the organization of that party, 
though he has never been a strict partisan, nor an aspi- 
rant for political honors. The only political ofBce he 
has held was that of Mayor of the city of Detroit, for 
the years i860 and 1861, having been elected on the 
Republican ticket. He was married, in 1843, ^^ Miss 
Caroline De Long, of Utica, New York. They have 
four children — two sons and two daughters. His sons 
are associated with him in the hardware business, — the 
eldest, Theodore D. Buhl, being his partner. 




ILINDBURY, HON. JOHN, of Detroit, was 
born February 22, 1806, in the town of Lyon, 
<f^^^ Wayne County, New York, and was the eldest 
son of Joseph and Mary Blindbury. His father served 
in the war of 1812. At the age of twelve, Mr. Blind- 
bury lost his mother, who died of consumption, leaving 
a family of seven children. This loss was a severe 
blow, and felt the more keenly because the family was, 
at this time, in straitened circumstances, and the chil- 
dren required a mother's care and experience. At their 
mother's death, the younger members of the fan^ily 
became the charge of an elder sister. John Blindbury 
was early trained to hard work. His education was 
limited; he had only a few months in the year to devote 
himself to study, and the district schools were far 
inferior to those of the present day. At the age ©f 
nineteen, in the year 1825, he emigrated to Michigan. 
His companion was his brother-in-law, James Grunning, 
who afterwards became Judge of the State. Mi. Blind- 
bury purchased eighty acres of land in the town of 
Southfield, Oakland County ; he erected a log house on 
his purchase, and then sent for his father's family. 
After seeing them settled, he began chopping, in the 
forests of Michigan, at four dollars and a half per acre. 
Unlike most young men of this day, he considered his lime 
as his father's until he came of age. Nine months before 
that time, he gave his father a note to cover the value 
of his labor during the remaining months. After this, 
he went to what was then known as the Black River 
country, and entered into the lumbering business, in 
the employment of A. M. Wadhams. Here he remained 
about four years, at the end of which time he returned 
to Southticld, purchased one hundred acres of wild land, 
erected a log house, and began to clear the land for 
cultivation. He married, December 2, 183 1, Maria 
Rogers, daughter of Moses and Polly Rogers, residents 
of Southfield, and granddaughter of John Rogers, who 
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served throuj^hout the Revolutionary War. TTiey have I Mere he practiceil his jKofcssion until the end of the 
had three cliildren, none of whi>in are livinj;. lie j year 1S59. Ouririj; this time, he asNisted his father, as 
remained on the farm for six years; when, owing to editor n( Hro7i'iisotrs Quatictly Ri'viciu^ and contributed 
poor Iiealth, he was coni])eIIed to leave it. In 1S37 he j a niimher of articles, piincipaliy on philosophical miIi- 
removed to the (irand Ki\er rtiad, ei;;ht niiks out of jecis. lie tranNlalcd Halnies' luniiaitunttil 2*htloSi^ph\\ 
Detroit, and opened a small hotel. This proved a very which was lii."»t j>ul)li>hed in 1856. Mr. Brown.-Min 
profitable undcrtakin}^, as many ininiij^raiils were then >^ent to Trance in lSt»o, remaining one year; hnt le- 
cnlcrinj^ the State. He remained in thi:^ place nine turned, as he went, in very delicate health. On the 
years, and then ojiened another inn, two miles neaier I'reakinj; out of the civil war, he joined the 15th New 
the city, remaining; eight years and dr^ng a prurnal)le^'"k Volunteer Engineers, as First Lieutenant; lie 
business. While living in the township of tircenlicld, served with that regiment until December, 1S61, when 
he was elected to several othces of trn>t, ailing as i h^" ^^^is commi.^siuiied a-» Second lieutenant of the 3d Ar- 
Supervisor thirteen successive years. In 1S44 he w.is lillcry of the regular army, lie served, during the war, 
elected Representative of Wayne County in the Stale \^\y\\ the Army of the Potomac; and was wounded in 
Legislature. In 1S50 he sohl the hotel, and ere( tcl ^J^*-' I^-atl, ;jt the battle of Malvern Hill, July i, 1S02. 
a «lwelling-house near by. About this time he w.i- I'^-i- g-iHaui and meritorious services during that battle, 
appointed Marshal of Wayne County. In 1S52 lie ^l'- li»o\\n>on u.^s made Captain, by brevet. At the 
removed to Detroit, and erei led what w.i- kimwu fv.r •'.mlc ul i hancellorsviile he was shot through the hand, 
many years as the Itlindbury llotel. on the corner ..f •^'•^^" .^ *''**''.v he was iiiken prisoner, and contined in 
^V.1shington and Michigan avenue^, now known n^ the l'l''>> I'li-*'". tioni which place he was liberated and 
Antisdel House. Mr. lUindbury w ;is hr<.ii-hl uj« a Mejh- <v«^h.'iig'd on the 2i>t oi the >ame month. Eor distin- 
odisl, but never united with any clnu\h. lie luld very g'-i^hdl N.iior and l.ia\ery >ho\vn during the battle of 
liberal views on religir»u.^ Mibjects. Hi., life wa- exceed- ^'hanceili>r>ville, lie was brevetted Major in the United 
ingly upright. In politic^, he wa. always allied w iih , •'^^•^^*-^ army. On the 2Sih of July, 1866, he was coni- 
the r)emf)cratic parly. Mr. r.Iindltury did on the n , Hiis^iuneil as ("uptain, and engaged in reconstruction 
of March, 1867, leaving a comfoi table otato lo hi. ! bu>ine>-., in (ieoigi.i and \ irt;inia. l.'i»on the reorgan- 
widow, whom he made his soK; executrix. Hi^ life was; i^iHi"'! imd rL'hution of tlie army, in December, 1S70, 
evenlful, and wits marked by hard wmk, energy, and ! ^^^' ^^ ''^^ tiansleired, by ihe War Department, to the 25th 
lier:»everance. His labors were tinally cmwned with , ^''f'^''^'> » — '^ C'lorol regiment serving in Texas and 
success; and he stands before u. in his work>, as u ' ^"-"^^ Mexico. I pon rcLeixing this order, he imniedi- 



representative pioneer of .Michigan. 



^iijJ-ROWNSON, HLNRV R, Lawyer, of Detroit, 



iitely le.igne.l. In January, I.S7I, he resumed the prac- 
tice i^f law, .u Ditioii, in pailner>hij) with Philip J. D. 
\ an D\ ke, wiili whom he is still associated. In politics 
Mr. Ihow nM>n ha- alw ayN been a Democrat. He married, 
(ui the J>ih oi January, i8t)8, Josephine Dcsnoyers Van 
D\ ke, of Deiroii. Ihey have six children, — four sons 



[1 Michigan, the son of ( H)ertes A. and Sallie '^"^^ ^^^"*^ d-iuj^ihtcrs. Mr. Brownson enjoys a lucrative 
<^^-'' (Healy) llrownson, was l)t)rn in C anion, Maxa- '•^^' piactice, and is as much a student as when he first 



chuselts August 7, 18^5. When he was a year old, his 
father l>egan jjreaching in the Masonic Temple, at Ili.ts- 
ton, and then removed to < helsea. Here Mr. llrown- 
son attended the common schotils until \\\\ was nine 
years of age, when he was seni to the College of the 
Holy Cros.., al W(»rcester, Massachusells, and remained 
there for four years. He then wenl t«> ihe Seminarv of 



began the reading of Dlackstone. 




TrRNS, JAMES, Retired Merchant, Detroit, was 
\\ Itorn November 10, 1810. He left his home in 
Lewis Counlv, New York, at the aj:e of nine 
St. Sulpice. at Paris, l-ianie, returning in 1851, and years, ami started in life for himself. In 1826 he com- 
spendijig three months al Worcester for the purpose of nience.l to learn his trade as carpenter and joiner, in 
graduating as Hacheh.rof Aits. He afterwards atlemled . Turin, New York. Subsccpiently, he attended the Low- 
the university at Munich, Ilavari.i, remaining until the ' ville Academy, studviug in ihe winter, and in the sum- 
summer of 1854. In Seplemiier of the same \ear, he mer working at his trade. In 1834 he removed to 
began the sunly of law in the oltice of Jolin P. Healy, | Detroit, Michigan, where he pursued his vocation as 
at Boston. His fallier removed to x\ew York, in Oclo- | cari)enler and joiner for one year. During the succeed- 
ber, 1855, and Mr. l;rowns(,u continued his law studies' ing year, he tiaveled on horseback over a large part of 
in that city, with T. JamesCih.vcr, until September, 1856, the wilds of Michigan, buying largely of the available 
when he was admilled to ihe bar at New York, j lands, for himself and others. He afterwards became 
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clerk in the dry -goods business for Olney Cook, with 
whom he became partner after two years. April 20, 
1838, he married Aurilla A. Bacon. The dry-goods 
house of Cook & Burns, which, for seven years, trans- 
acted its business in a store on Jefferson avenue, where 
the old Masonic Hall now stands, was, during that time, 
one of the best known houses in Detroit. Subsequently, 
Mr. Cook retired, and T. L. Partridge was taken into 
the partnership, under the firm name of James Burns & 
Co. In 1850 the business was removed to Woodward 
avenue. For twenty years, the firm of James Burns & 
Co. carried on a successful trade in Detroit. In 1866 
Mr. Partridge retired, and Mr. Lucien A. Smith was 
admitted as partner, the firm becoming Burns & Smith, 
which continued until 1874, when Mr. Bums retired, 
having been in the dry-goods business in Detroit for 
nearly forty years. In 186 1 the Legislature organ- 
ized the municipal boards of Detroit, and Mr. Burns 
was appointed by the Mayor, C. H. Buhl, a member of 
the first Board of Review. As such, he served the citi- 
zens of Detroit twelve years, having been nominated 
and re-nominated by five successive Mayors, and ap- 
pointed by five successive Councils of different political 
principles from his own. This position he resigned in 
1873, when he was elected to the Legi.>)lature, and served 
two years. As a mem)>er of that body, he was appointed 
upon the Committee of Ways and Means, and on many 
of the most prominent special committees, and strove to 
make himself useful rather than conspicuous. In the 
same year, he erected what is known as the Burns 
Block, on Griswold street, in Detroit; and, in 1877, 
the Buhl & Burns Block, on Woodward avenue, on the 
site of the old Odd-Fellows' Hall. In 1876 he was ap- 
pointed, by the Governor of Michigan, a member of the 
Board of Control of the State Public School, situated at 
Coldwater, Michigan. In 1877 he was elected President 
of the Board, and still retains that position. Mr. Burns 
and his wife have been members of the Central Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church of Detroit for forty years, — longer 
than any other married couple in a membership of over 
seven hundred. During this time, the location of the 
church has been changed three times, — each time being 
moved northward on Woodward avenue, as the city grew 
in that direction. Mr. Burns has filled many of the most 
prominent positions in the church, and has given largely 
towards its support. As a business man, Mr. Burns' 
unfailing characteristics have been industry and integ- 
rity. As a citizen, he has taken a spirited part in every 
thing that tended to the prosperity of the city, doing 
much towards its material improvement by the erection 
of fine buildings, and contributing freely of his means 
to worthy and benevolent enterprises. In his demeanor, 
he is plain and unassuming; and, in all his relations to 
society, he is the type of a generous, whole-souled, 
Christian gentleman. 




kUSH, HON. EDMUND A., who died at 
Grosse Point, near Detroit, Michigan, on the 
loth of July, 1877, was one of the oldest 
American natives of Detroit, and his life may be said to 
have covered almost the entire history of that city. He 
was born in the latter part of the year 1802. His father, 
Colonel Elijah Brush, was a graduate of Dartmouth 
College, who, having first settled in Marietta, Ohio, 
removed thence, about the year 1798, to Detroit. There 
he subsequently married Mrs. Adelaide Askin, whose 
father had for many years been a leading merchant in 
the last-named city. In 1806, Colonel Elijah Brush 
received a conveyance of the Askin farm, subsequently 
known as the Brush farm, and occupied it until the time 
of his death ; after which his widow, with her children, 
continued to reside upon it for many years. Colonel 
Brush was the first Attorney-General of Michigan Ter- 
ritory, and held that office up to the time of his death, 
which occurred in December, 1813. He left four chil- 
dren, — three sons and a daughter, — of whom Edmund, 
the subject of the sketch, was the eldest. At the time 
of his father's death, Mr. Brush was but a lad, not 
yet through with his preparatory studies. In 1814, he 
entered Hamilton College, in company with Peter Des- 
noyers, of Detroit, who still survives him. He there 
completed his collegiate course and received his degree. 
Throughout his life, he retained a love for classical 
literature. He also spoke French fluently, which gave 
him great influence among the old settlers of Detroit, a 
majority of whom were French. After he had com- 
pleted his college course, he returned to Detroit, where 
he entered into active duty in the care and development 
of his father's estate. He was associated with General 
Lewis Cass, who, in 1823, appointed him City Register. 
His handwriting fills a considerable number of the early 
books of registered conveyances. He was afterwards 
admitted to the bar of the Territory, although *he never 
became a general practitioner. He wa^ a member of 
the somewhat noted expedition conducted in the year 
1826, by General Cass and Colonel McKenny, to the 
Upper Lakes, in which a;-rangements were made with 
the Indians for allowing mineral explorations. Mr. 
Brush, from his earliest manhood, took an important 
part in the municipal affairs of Detroit, and in all its 
local concerns. The town was incorporated as far back 
as 1802, and in 1815, becoming a city, it was then, and 
for many years after, the emporium of the great North- 
western fur trade, and the center of Indian affairs. Mr. 
Brush helped to organize the volunteer fire department, 
in which he served, and took great pride. He was also, 
for one or more terms, Recorder, when no compensation 
was attached to the office, and the amount of labor was 
by no means inconsiderable. In 1852, when it became 
necessary to enlarge our city water-works, and a Board 
of Water Commissioners was appointed and organized 
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by t!ie Legislature, Mr. Urii'ih was among the first ! Ilrush, are now the only representatives of this once 
nameil on this Itoanl, ami continued in it for upwards | pronii^ing faniily. Mr. Brush'^ death occurred very 
of sixteen years. His services in tlii>. c.ipacity have | suddenly at his summer re?.idcncc at Cirosse I'oint. He 
been universally regar<led as valual)le; and his \\h«)le never appeared heller, or seemed more to enjoy lite, 
career, as wise and judicious. Mr. JJush conlinued all ' than an hour before his death; and. after rallying a litile 



through his life to watch closely our municipal politics 



from a struggle occasioned by retarded action of the 



ami legislation, and was always ready to bear a j^art in heart, he ran up stairs to his bed-mom, where he laid 
all schemes designed for the common welfare; many public I himself <lown, never agiiin to rise. Mr. Drush was 
abuses were effectually thwarted by his timely interference. ■ N\ idely known and esteemed, not only throught»ut the 
At the time of his death, he was still considering this I State, but throughout the country, and his ileath was 
subject, hoping to devise some plan by which the best lamented i»y a large circle of sorrowing friends. It will 
citizenship could be, by law, commanded into the public be long before his name and memory can be blotted 
service. It failed of practical maturity; but, had Mr. from the history and records of the city of l>etroit. 
Brush been spared a year or two longer, there i< little j 
doubt but he would have done something which 
woulil have greatly benefited the munici]iality. lie wa-^ 
a friend to all j^rojects for facilitating ira\el and tian^- 
portation to and from the city, and devoie<l no ^ni.ill 
amount of time to the furtherance and <levi-l'>pin«Mit r.f 
our first railroad routes. The iinj)niv« mumiI .ni'l ( i-.larj-- 
ment of the citv incidentallv eiih;inc'.d tlu* \.ilue of hi^ 
extensive real estate; and, in the saie*. m.iile frum it in Kite 
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^Rl'SH, KMJAH, Lawyer, late of Detroit, was 
Itdin at Bennington, Vermont. His father was 
^ ,^a (oliT.el in the Revolutionary War, and took 
part in the l».mle of Bennington, where he was the first 
man in>ide the enemy's works. 'J'o complete his educa* 
years, he comj^elled purchasers to erert subsi:uitial and tion, Mr. Bru>li was >enl to Dartmouth I'ollege, where 
handsome buildings, the etVect c»f which is !iow <juite he graduated, lie then began the study of law, and 



apparent on that portion of his farm whiih lies in ihir 
northern part of the city. Mr. Biu^h had some pecul- 
iarities in his way of doing l)u^ine>-s, but was never 



was «lnly admit leil to practice, lli^ father gave him 
one hiin«he<l th 'liars, ami he at once <lirected his steps 
Westward, lie >t'ltled in Detmil, .Michigan, which was 



hard upon his tenants where they acted in gorjd faith [ then a garri-iMi \ilhge of about live hundred inhab- 



toward him; and, it is said, never enforced a fiirfeiture. 
Through his long life, he retained, to a lari^e extent, 
his early tastes and habits. He was n<jl oidy a reailer. 



ilants, ami (ommenced the piactice of his profession. 
He engagcil in tin- tirsi le.^l case — involving the right to 
111 lid sla\es — tlial was ever tried in Michigan. In l8lO 



but a student and thinker on all jtuMic affairs. ,\ut a the military fuice at Detmit C'»nsi>ied of L'nitetl .States 
partisan in ])olitic.s, he was still a n\an of fixed and j tn"i|»>, in j;.mi>iiM at I'ort I.e Nouli, — previous to 1S13 
decided opinions. In conversation, In* was instructive ■( .ill(.<l I'urt >holl>>. — aii«l the volunteers which (.'olonel 
as well as entertaining, and enjoyed much tlie geniid 1 Biii-h h:i"l cii^.nii/ed into a battalion known as **The 
society of cultivate<l men. When: behave hi- aftVctions, • Michi,L;an l.'.j;ioii," In tlie spring of 1S12, (icneral Hull 
they were strong and >incere, and he heartily cni'iNed the . si-iit his b.i;_;j^age by water, in advance of his march 
society of his friemls and actiuaintanccs. His attach- ■ to Detroit, wliiih was delayed at .Maiden; and this 
ment to his own family w.is especially strung. He wa.-* wns ren<lcie<.l mure seri-nis by the news of its sei/.ure. 
happily married to Miss Kli/a t "ass Hunt, the ai com- ! But the movement served to warn the garrison and the 
plished tlauglitcr of (Jeneral John I"'. Hunt, and a nieie inhabitants. rj)on learning <if the seizure of his bag- 



of Mrs. (icneral ("as-;. By this mariiage, five cliiMren 
were born to him, who all reached early manhood and 



gage, CfCneral Hull crossed to the Canada side in force, 
but soon returned. In the c<.>urse of a few weeks, his 



womanhood; but all of whom, save one, died before command was increased by the a'ldition of three Ohio 
their father. This one alone survives to bear and trans- regiments, commamled by ('olonels McArlhur, Cass, and 



mit the familv name. The carlv deaths of these chil- 



dren fell like pitiless blows on the heart of their lather. Miller; and the 1st -Michigan Kegiment of Infantry, 



I'indlay; the 4lh United States Infantry, under Colonel 



who loved them intensely; and it i-. feaied hi:> grief 



untler Coh»nel Brush, — the •'Legion," previously corn- 



contributed largely to hasten his own death. These manded by him, h.id l»een transferred, together with 
children were: Edmund l-'.rskine, the eldest; Lillie, the detached companies, to Major Wilherell. This was the 
youngest; Adelaide, the eldest daughter, the wife of ■ lomlition on the i>t of August, and the expectation of 
William (i. Thompson; and Kliot Hunt Brush, the an attack from the Canada sitle gathered strength every 
youngest son, who die«l within a year after his ail mission day. On the morning of the lOth, Colonels Cass and 
to the bar. The married daughter, Mrs. Tliumps«^n, Mc-\rthur took up their line of march for the purpose 
leaves a young child, and these, with the widow of Mr. 1 of relieving Colonel Brush, who was reported to have 
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been attacked at the river Raisin. Having reached the 
river Ecorse, they were ordered by messenger to return ; 
the expected attack had been made on Detroit. Early 
the following day, Colonels Findlay and Brush were 
ordered to take their commands to the edge of the 
woods west of the town, there to repel the Indians in 
the British service. Colonel Miller, in command of the 
4th United States Infantry, which manned the fort and 
garrison, had suddenly been taken sick. To the amaze- 
ment and consternation of the Americans, the while flag 
was run up and the fort surrendered. Colonel Brush 
was sent to Quebec, in the following winter, as a pris- 
oner of war. Reaching Toronto, — then known as the 
town of York, — he met his brother-in-law, a British 
officer, through whose interposition he was paroled, and 
sent inside the American lines. In October, 1 8 13, with 
General Harrison's troops, Colonels Brush and Cass 
re-entered Detroit, and, in the course of the following 
week, the former entertained his brother-officers, includ- 
ing Commodore Perry and others, by giving a celebra- 
tion dinner-party at the Brush mansion. Colonel Brush 
married a daughter of John Askin, of Detroit. He died 
m the winter of 1813, from exposure in attending the 
funeral of a brother-officer. Colonel Brush knew no 
personal fear, but was daring even to rashness. Many 
incidents might be related of his bravery in defending 
fugitive slaves and in conquering the Indians. 



-•o^ 




SUHL, FREDERICK, Hatter and Furrier, of 
Detroit, was born in Western Pennsylvania, 
November 27, 1806. His parents were natives 
of Saxony, and emigrated to this country previous to 
their marriage. Mr. Buhl is the second son in a family 
of eleven children; he enjoyed very few educational 
advantages, owing to the irregularity of the schools in 
that then new country. When sixteen years of age, he 
went to Pittsburg for the purpose of acquiring a knowl- 
edge of the jeweler's trade, but ill health forced him to 
devote himself to other pursuits. In 1833 ^^ came to 
Detroit, Michigan, where he formed a partnership with 
his brother, C. H. Buhl, and opened a hat store, the firm 
name being F. & C. H. Buhl, which remained in exis- 
tence twenty years. At the end of this time, his brother 
retired,^ and Mr. Buhl continued in and increased the 
business until he became one of the largest shippers of 
furs in the country, as well as an importer and manufac- 
turer of every thing pertaining to furs. The firm is 
now F. Buhl, Newland & Co. Mr. Buhl has occupied 
many positions of trust and honor, having been Alder- 
man and Mayor of the city; Director of the State 
Bank; President of the Fort Wayne and Elmwood 
Railroad Company; President of the Michigan Depart- 



ment of the Life Association of America; Director of 
the Second National Bank of Detroit; and Trustee of 
Harper Hospital. He has found leisure amid the cares 
of business to travel quite extensively through Europe 
and the United States. Mr. Buhl was married, in 1836, 
to Miss Beatty, of Butler County, Pennsylvania, by 
whom he has had five children. The eldest son. Cap- 
tain F. A. Buhl, entered the army on the breaking out 
of the civil war; he was wounded, and died at An- 
napolis, Maryland, in September, 1864. 




i^ASTER, ELISHA E., Minister of the Gospel, 
Detroit, was born in Galen, Wayne County, New 
York, March 19, 1836. His father, Christopher 
W. Caster, was a native of Redfield, Oswego County, 
New York; but, when quite young, removed to Western 
New York, where he remained until 1850. He resided 
in Ohio from 1850 to 1851, and then removed to Oak- 
land County, Michigan, where he still lives. Elisha E. 
Caster is the fifth of nine children, all of whom lived 
to mature age. He attended the district schools and 
academies of New York and Michigan until he had 
reached his twentieth year. He was an attentive scholar, 
and especially fond of history. Following in the foot- 
steps of his father, he learned the trade of a carpenter 
and joiner, and became a first-class workman. In 1853 
he was converted, under the preaching of Rev. William 
Birdsall. Six months after, he received a license as an 
exhorter ; and, in 1856, as a local preacher. One year 
from that time, he entered the traveling connection of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1857 he was ap- 
pointed pastor of the. Methodist Episcopal Church at 
Byron, and was engaged, during seven years, at Corunna, 
Owosso, Bay City, and "Marquette, — the discipline of 
the Conference, at that time, allowing only two years 
at each place. In 1864 he took charge of the Garland 
Street Church, at Flint, entering upon his duties with 
an ability and enthusiasm which resulted in a great 
increase of his congregation. In the winter of 1855-56, 
his labors were rewarded with a revival of more than 
ordinary interest, so that it became impossible to seat 
all who attended the services. From Flint he went to 
Lafayette avenue, Detroit, where he labored zealously 
for three years, and received into the Church more than 
two hundred converts. He next went to Jefferson Ave- 
nue Church, where he remained three more years, meet- 
ing with equally good success. From 1874 to 1876 he 
labored with the people at Romeo, during which lime 
their new church was completed, at a cost of sixty 
thousand dollars. He would have remained the third 
year, had he not been called, by a delegation, to the 
church at East Saginaw. He went to that place, where 
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he has since been Liboriii*; witli a ze.il wliich ha-i jjnincil ' to tlie a«lini«sii)n nf Kan«ias under the Lecompton 
a larj^c and inthu'Uli.il i-c)nj;rr;^.\li»ii. ilo jf»iiir<l ilu* Cniixiitutidii ; in uppo^inon to tlu* ainu-\atii)n uf C'ul)a to 
MaM>nic Fraternity in lS<io, and i*; a Kniglit «»f the Kid tin- riiiti-'l St-iU*"; anil in faM)r of aj»jni»prlations for the 
ems'!. In lS()^ he became an n<bl Fcllf)\v, and is a (•nn««iniciii»n nf a -bip canal llinniijli llic St. (Ilair I'^lats. 
nu*ni!>er of tbe I'-ncanipnicnt. lie i-<. a menibrr l»otb of lie al'i> ni;iilc a vii^orou-* j^r')te-t a;;ain«»t the character of 
the flood Templars an<l the Si>ns of 'remj>eiance. He the >tan<iin«; C"niniillee> of ihi: Senate, which, while that 
is a Republic.m, an«l has often been ur^:;eil ti) make bfidy was niidi-r democratic control, were jjenerally 
jmlitical speeclies, but ha-* refu-^ed. He lias dev<ite<l c-iinpo^i-d «if xix I)einociat> and one Republican. .Mr. 
much of hi"* lime, for the la-^t f<iur years, {o leduiin;^ on thamllrr wa- re-elei ted in iSii^, and aj;ain in iSu;, and 
tenjperance aiitl other jifpular »ubjc-ct<, and iN a tine tlni-* srjved in the Senate eij^hteen \ear^. In DcLendier, 
speaker as well a^ a reaily writer. Fur >cveral \e.ir< lSi>l, upi»n tbe motiun of Mr. ("handler, after cunsider- 
he lias been a correspondent <^f numerous papers an<l al-Iir di>cu.>««ii»n in C'ongre-'S, a joint (^ommittec on the 
journals. He possesses those jmiwcis of eDneeniraiinn <'iiniiucl of the War, consi...tinji[ of three Senators and 
and fluency which enable him ti^ preaeli wiihuut m.imi- fi»ur l\cj>resent.itives, wa- ap])iiinted; its first business 
script, and frecpiently without nt»tes. He uas ni.nried l-eini^ [n in<piiie int'> tbe causes of ihe defeat of llie 
in June, 1S53, to Miss Ilaltie 1.. Wilbur, a ;;Kidi;a!e <»f liiinr, lunes at llie bailies of l»ull Run and IJall's IJluft". 
Spring Arbor, ami a l.idy of line lilerar\ allainnii.nt.^. llie eh.iiini.nj"-liip of ihe committee was tendered to 
They have two dau}>;hter.s. Mr. t 'li.in-lli 1, who declined lo aciepi. and nominated 

>eii.ii-i W.i-ie tur ihe posiiiiMi. This celebrated com- 

niir'ir, \\ '..I :i l.i-^t m L,'ani^ed, consisted of Sena ti us Wade, 

*"'"* "~ n! »»lii'>; t lian»l!ir. I'f M ichij;an : |ohn>on, of Tenne>see; 

.nid kej-ie-cnlalives ( ioo( h. <»f Massachusetts; Cov<ide, 
/| IIANM)1.FR, II(>\. ZACIIAIUAII. ..f l)etr..ii, -f IVnn^ylvani.i ; Juli.in, ..f Indiana; ajid Odell, of New 
l| ^ was l)orn in liedfMid. New H.ini;.^liire, 1).-. miber V.uk. Ii \i.i. e. .Jitinu.».l until alter the chisc of the 
V-^- 10, 1S13. He iccei\e.l an ;i..ilrn5i..d i.li^.iii.n. ^^ iH"- '"'">■ ch.u-es i.ikin- place among its members 
In December. lS^v>' 1^*' reni(»\e.l f.. I)e1i".it, Mi-.lii^-in. fi'»»» lime to lini--. Mr. i liaiidler lemained on the com- 
where. shortly afler, he engn-ed in th-- dry--... ..is l.u.i- mi'.ier. l)ut <le» lii.ed at any lime t'> become Chairman, 
ne.ss, and in a few years becnne .1 ]ii..^l.eriius ni.'uh.int. .dih.-n-h he w.i- the j;ui.:ing spirit. As soon as the 
In 1S51 he was elected Ma>.»r <.f I).iinil. and. in 1S52, . K« T"'''" -^'i- -.lin.-d a.-cendency. Mr. Chandler was 
was the Whig ntmiinee for (Mi\eni..r "f Mi. hi- in. He >"■>'■■• * hnnh.in ..f the i'..nuniitee on ("ommerce, and 
made a vig.uous canvass and r:in far .di. a-l n( h\. ti, k.-t; li* Id ll»e p.)M:i.»n ui.lil the expiiation of his third term, 
but the I>em<.cracy held unlM.)ken sway in t!i.- Mat,- M-iNh ;,. 1S75. He was ,me of llie most earnest sup- 
initil after the a.lvent <.f the Kepublic.in p;>ity. In 1S57 l">i!' 1- "f I':. -i-K-i-.t 1 ii;c..ln's a.lministralitui. as well as 
Mr. (. han.Iler wa- elei le.l i.Mhe I'nit.d St.-li-. ^.-nil.'. a ■ ' "• »'»■»' "t I'lr ii. iit < .1 .ml. atnl pus^es^ed the lirm friend- 
a Republican, to succeed ( .en. r.d l.Lui-( a^^, 1 »- m ■.rat, ; -!ii|'. el- em. :ii..l ^ ..nli-ienee »)f TreMdenls Lincoln ami 
and KK-k his .seat, March 4, 1S57. Am-. 1154 tiu- .litiii- ^Maiil, and Mr. Stant.-n. Mr. Stanlon was a|)pointed t.) 
gui>hed men in the Semite, at that lime, w eie \\ il'.iam P. 'he .^uj.ienie Uencli up..n the re.piest of Mr. Chandler, 
Fe^senden, Hannibal Hamlin, J..hn I'. Hal.-, ( h;nle^ '»ii the -ame -lay that the le.piest was m.ule. July 16. 
Sumner, Henry WiN.ni, William H. Sewanl, l'ie-l..n i>i<>-\ Mr. < handler delivered his greatest "speech in the 
King. Sini.)n Camenm, I5enj:imin F. Wade. K. .M . T. 1 Senate. It was in relation to the conducl i>f ihe war. 
Hunter, lani.'s M. Mas.m, Davi.lC RrodericU, Andrew | lis ni.t.st notable feaiure was his severe criticism of 
John>.)n, Jfdin J. < 'riiletnlen. J.-lm P.ell, Stephen A. jtieneral McCl. Man's military caieer as C.nnmander of 
Douglas, Samuel lb.ust..n, Jeffers.^n r)a\ is, R.ibert _ the Army of the P.)toniac, which doubtless hastened 
T.j.mmIis, J.jlin Sli.lell, and Judjh V. Reiijamin. In , ihc trausfrr of ( leneral (iranl t.i that command. From 
the llou-e of Ke|.reMMit.iti\e-i wei.- Ans.m Uuilingame, | lli«" tin)e .»f his entrance inln public life. Mr. (handler 
Nathaniel T. liank^ Fi.in<i.> \., Sj. inner. K. 1 ). M-.rgan, ! was an aili\e, pnunineut, and skillful politician, and, 
Krastus C.irning, Reuben K. Fenti.n. Caludia A. (;i..w, u hen his a.lviee was f.illdue.l. parly success was gencr- 
lohn Cov(ule, Henry Winter Davis, ih.irles J, Faulkner, ally as.uie.l. He has alw.ixs been an a.lvocate of pro- 
James I.. Orr, Al.xan.ler H. Stei-h.-iw, I,. «,>. ( ". l,am.;r, te. li\i- taMtVf..i !h.- e:!C..uia;^.inent ..f home manufactiirc. 
(ie.ip-c H. I'en.ll.M.m. Samuel S. Cov, John .shemian, H.- h.is eain.'>tl\ .i-Ki'.ale-l an. I dlten seeuied aid from 
J.ohua R. (iidding-. Ibnaee Ma\ n;ir.l, Sl liuyl.-r ( "..IIlix. the ( icjvei nnienl in the Cinstructi^.n and repair of 
E. IJ. Washburne, Owen Fovejcy, F. V. RIair, Jun.. iiii)ir.>venieiils in ii\ers and harbors. He was among 
William A. H.>waid, ami J.>hn F. I'.-rler. The ]irinci- the f.iieiii(»st of tli..se wln> f.iv..red the ovcithrow of 
I»al speeches made by Mr. ( han.ller <luring tin- adiniii- slave-power, the ]iie-ervati .ii .»f ilie intigrity and honor 
istration of Tresident IJuchanan were tho.se in oppusiii.-.n of the country, ami the j)r.>tecii.>n by law of all the 
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were his intellectual ahility, ami that quality which is ' of mind in extinguishing it hrouglit him into f.ivoraMe 



comprehensively de-^crihetl as superior {;ooilnc>s. His 
special study was mcta[«hysics, and h'xs artpiiremenls 
attracted the ino«»t sclmlarly men nf l)elroit ti> his .sh«ip, 



notice, and he was no linger a sli anger. Citizens 
came forward to encournge him, and to seek hi> counsel. 
Diiitor C'hapin married in 1823, and, two years later. 



while his rejjulatii.>n with this class w;is as wide as the ' built a coml'ortaMe luune for liis family. lieT-ides his 
continent. He ollci ted a large lii»raiy ; on the al>strusc pinfessidnal lahur.s, he gave due attention to the drug 
topic:* of which it mainly treated, one i>f the laigi->l and .nnl grocery store, which was the foundaiidu of the 
best-selected in the co\inlry. lie w role much, alth'High wlidle-ide e.-»taMishmcnt now carried on l>y T. II. 
his mode^ly restrained him from ofiering his pr(nlucli»iii^ llinciiman iJc Svms, — the latter gentlemen are grand- 
to the p\dilic. The Noiih-w extern L'niver-ity of Chi- . sons of I >r. Marshall C ha]>in. In 1S31, and again in 
cago, in recognition of his liitrrary attainments, con- iS^^^. he held the othce t*f Mayor of I>etroit. But it is 



ferred ujion him the degree of -\. M., June 20, 1S52. 
A religious man. and a communicant of the Merhuiiist 



;is the giiod ]ihysician of that place in 1S32, and again 
in i.S.U* ihat his name will ever he held in grateful 



Episcopal Church, he was never tinctured with Ijigi-try, ' iLineniliraiiee. J )uring those ye;us, when the cholera 
He wa.s truly catholic in ^^pirit and in heart. Hu \\.»s a was sn far.d i.) rcsiilcnls of I>etr(»it, l.>octor Chapin 
simple-minded, great man; and true greatnis^ i> al\\a\- woik'-d nij^hl an«l day at the hedsitie of the sick and 
weilded with simpli<-ity. lie tlic'l wilhoiii irpr'-acii, d\ii!g. While the scr)urge lasted, he seldom took more 
and without an enemy. His pn-tor. Rev. W. X. Mnd'-. ilian two hours' sleep in the twenty-four. He was one 
in a m'j<Iest though touihinjj; iiinlj^fy on the •■cci-i-i;! oi ..f !lu- few succrssful phv simians in staying the prt»gress 
his burial, paid this trihute to tlie na»i\e j^i.ice^ of tli'.- nf ijic ili-ia->e ; anil hundieils of the j»oor looked upon 
good man: "Wc rejoice thai mir 1mii:1i- r lia-^ eiilere.l . !iini as ilicii pri-sir\er. He invariably refused all com- 
into rest. Heaven to him m^.^l lia\e pr<i\t<l ;;!<.; i..u.I\ pi-iisa'.ion for hi- stM\ices, from lln-e not readily able to 
Welcome. He always sceniud out of p!.i..i.' in tlii-^ r.i'le p.iy. His natarally delii ate i on.'tilulion gave way under 



world. So sensitive was hi', i:ar:iri-. sn «.thLTeal In- 
spirit, that the world, with its siiii.rs. ii> \ain pursuits, 
its low and)itions, ever jarred p.iiti fully ujion hi> feel- 
ings. Let us rejoice, therefore, in liie iriumjdi he has 
won, glorifying that (Jod who gi^<'s to all souU their 
beauty and strength." 



--•<^ -- 



the great tltiiiand male upfU it; he wa<. attacked by a 
fe\ii, whi' li all" i ird the l-iain. and it was many months 
bilMjo In* j.ilii.d. A year r»f rest and good nursir g 
enal'led him t" enjoy ihne xears uf comfortable heal:li. 
In iS^N tlie fat.il syuiploms matle their appearance 
whivh ended a lile ol i;r<at ustfulnes> and promise. He 
died HiKuibir 2(k iN.;S. Ki».h and poor crowded to 
pay ihiii la^t le.-j-i'tls to a man universally beloved ami 
l.mn-i.ii.d. "A g'Miil name is lather to be chosen than 
I 1:1 eat I it lies, and loving favor rather than silver and 
I'llAPlN, HR. MARSHAI.I.. of Heir.. it, wa- boin i Jold." 
■.- in l>ernar<ir>tow'n, Ma>sai:husetl>, l'Li»riiaiy 27. l7oN. 
S^' He was the s«)n of l>r. < a!( b an.l .Ma!\ (.lupin. 
His ancestors, for more than two hundred jears, had 
lived in and about Springfield, and the <.'onn(elicut ; 
River Valley. He was one of a family of nine children. 
and was brought up in the frugal, industrious habits of 
those caily times. His flilher owned a farm, and he' 
a.'.sisted in the work; obtaining such e<lijeaiioij a- wa^ business of watch-making, at North Hampton, and 
possible during the winter months. A rcnnnal, which b»canie thoroughly familiar with that trade. When 
the family made to Caledonia, New York, wa, an twenty -.-ix years id<l, he engaged in mercantile pursuits, 
experiment which succeeded only in scattering the b«)y.s and July 5, iSlo, came to Detroit with a slock of goods 
from home. Mr. Chapin attended a medical c«>ur.-e at and ojiened a store on JeOVr-son .avenue. Mr. Conant 
Geneva. He al-o sludie<l some time with his uncle, ninained in bu-incs^ there until the surrender of the 
Dr. Cyrcnius Chai.in. of lUifT/d-), New York, ami j'.radu- tity m the Uritish in iiSi2. He was a sergeant in Cap- 
ated at the. \geof twenty-one. In iSk) he e-tablisjieil, w iih lain S'-lomon Sibly's company of militia at that time, 
the help of his uncle, the tiisi dru- slon- in Delioit, and was one of tliose who vigor, nisiy protected against 
Michigan, ihen a town of only li\e hundred inhabitants, the surrender. Ami«l the confii-i<.»n which ensued upon 
He had medical care of the fort: and, soon after hi.s the occupation of the city by the British and Indi.ms, 
arrival at Detroit, w.is invited to dine with (ioxeruor business became very insecure, ami, at the suggestion 
Class. A lire broke out on the roof while they were at of hi:, partner, Mr. Corrant packed and stored their stock 
dinne.-, and the young doctor's coolness and presence i of good.s, and left for New England. He remained there 




DNANT, IU)\. SHUBAEL, Merchant, Detroit, 
Michigan, was born in Manstleld, Connecticut, 
Aii:.ust I, 17S3. He was apprenticed to the 
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until the victory of Perry on Lake Erie, September 10, 
1813, rendered it evident that the American rule would 
be permanently and securely established over the North- 
west. Mr. Conant returned to Detroit in 1813, and 
became connected with Colonel Stephen A. Mack, under 
the Brm name of Mack & Conant. For several years this 
firm did as large a business as any house west of Albany, 
and contracted with the Government for supplying the 
difTerent posts on the frontiers. In the prosecution of 
this trade, they made large advances to the Government, 
as well as to persons holding claims against it ; and, 
owing to the delay and losses occasioned by the action 
of the Government in connection with these claims, they 
were finally compelled to make an assignment for the 
benefit of their Eastern creditors. Mr. Mack dying 
insolvent, the duty of paying the debts of the firm 
devolved on -Mr. Conant; who, after years of toil and 
personal sacrifice, discharged every claim in full. After 
closing his commercial career, Mr. Conant acted as 
agent for the noted firm of Davis & Centre, of Albany, 
New York, in the purchase of furs. By his business 
skill, he managed to amass considerable means, and, at 
his death, left a large estate. He was the builder of the 
"Michigan Exchange" hotel, the block on Jefferson 
avenue, which bears his name, as well as other build- 
ings of less prominence. He was a firm believer in the 
Christian religion, and a member of the Presbyterian 
denomination. At the time of his death, which occurred 
in 1867, he was connected with the Fort Street Presby- 
terian Church, and, in his daily life, bore witness to the 
faith which he professed. 




5HIPMAN, JUDGE HENRY, was born July 25, 
1784, in Tinmouth, Rutland County, Vermont; and 
died at Detroit, Michigan. He was one of the 
early settlers of the Territory, and, in various capacities, 
performed the full part in shaping its affairs. His 
father. Judge Nathaniel Chipman, after serving honor- 
ably as an ofHcer during the American Revolution, was 
chosen to represent Vermont in the United States Sen- 
ate. He was also Chie^Justice of the State for many 
years. He was a man of solid learning and sound 
sagacity; and was as much resorted to by his neigh- 
bors, to settle their difficulties in a friendly way, as 
he was trusted in his public functions as a distinguished 
statesman and jurist. He was one df the earliest writers 
upon law in the United States, having published, not 
only text-books and reports, enriched with valuable 
annotations and treatises, but also a work on the Prin- 
cipUs of Government, This belongs to a class of pro- 
ductions called out by the new and peculiar political 
conditions of the United States, which have been very 
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influential in shaping the affairs of the country. He 
married Miss Sarah Hill, an estimable lady of Ver- 
mont. Judge Henry Chipman had a profound respect 
for his parents, and his whole career was influenced by 
his father's teachings and example. It was his good 
fortune to receive a thorough education. He entered 
Middlebury College, and graduated in 1803, before 
attaining his majority. This college had already a high 
reputation, and Judge Chipman left with solid ac- 
quirements and scholarly tastes, which were a source of 
comfort and enjoyment through all his life. He was 
present at the commencement exercises of 1866, and 
was then the sole survivor of his class. On that occa- 
sion he received the degree of Doctor of Laws. Imme- 
diately after graduating, he began the study of law, and, 
in due time, was admitted to the Vermont bar. His 
unsparing devotion to study had been too much for his 
physical strength, and his health failed. In hope of 
amendment, he removed to the West Indies, and resided 
four years in Jamaica. During that time his constitution 
became so invigorated that the remainder of his life 
was more than commonly free from sickness. On re- 
turning to the United States, he first settled in Charles- 
ton, South Carolina. From- there he soon removed to 
Walterborough, where he entered upon the practice of 
his profession. The South Carolina bar was then, as 
since, eminent, and Judge Chipman became intimate 
with the leading lawyers, — Huger, Pettigrew, and their 
cotemporaries. His most cherished friend was James L. 
Pettigrew, a gentleman known throughout the United 
States, not only for his legal accomplishments, but for 
his unflinching love for the Union. This was unshaken 
by the trials to which he was subjected, first, during 
the nullification troubles, and, afterwards, during the 
more painful times of secession, when he stood solitary 
in his political fidelity. So long as they both lived, he 
and Mr. Chipman were strongly attached to each other. 
They found increasing pleasure in a frequent interchange 
of correspondence, upon affairs of mutual interest. As 
age crept upon them, and their circle of old friends 
became narrower, this intercourse became more and 
more valued; and, in the changes which party politics 
introduce all over the country, they found their harmony 
of sentiment very pleasing. Such lasting friendship is 
as rare as it is honorable. While settled in Walter- 
borough, Mr. Chipman formed the acquaintance of Miss 
Martha Mary Logan, to whom he was afterwards married. 
She was the daughter of John Logan, a wealthy planter 
of South Carolina, and was a remarkable woman. Her 
appearance was striking, and her intellectual and moral 
superiority made her respected and influential. She was 
warm-hearted and benevolent, of generous sympathies 
and strong attachments. She read much, observed care- 
fully, and was informed on public questions as com- 
pletely as on matters of literature. She was a dear and 
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ready writer, and was especially l)rillianl in convcr<ia- 
tion. Such a woman could nut fail to be a %MMthy 
mistress of her houst-licild, and a motlu-r who won llic 
.stronj; affection, as well as fdial respect, of her children. 
She lived to a «;ood aj;e, anil died in the full vig<»r of 
her faculties, helovcd and lamented. Mr. C'hiitman first 
visited Detroit, in company with his father, in 1823. 
Michigan Territory was then the extreme outpost of 
civilization in the North- west. The population, exclu- 
sive of Indians, was less than fifteen thousand, and 
Detroit had nc> more than fifteen hundred people within 
its limits. Its business, however, was very large, as it 
was the center of the fur and Indian trade of the Nurih- 
west. The society of the place was intelligent and cul- 
tivated, and Mr. Chipman had the sagacity to nj.-^ the 
great promise f«.»r its future. He, therefore, ik\idcd in 
settle in Detn)il, and, in 1824, move<l there with his 
family. Soon after his arrival, he l»ei\ime a-s(.ci:ilcd 
with .Mr. Seymour in publisjiing the Mitliigan //./v/A/, 
an ably conducted and i)0{)ular ncuspajur. Mr. Chiji- 
man's editorial labors did not interfere with hi', pinfes- 
sional industry, and he soon became well e>.tabli>hed as 
a lawyer. lie gave up his interest in the paper when 
he was apj>ointed Chief-Justice of the </ouri of Wayne 
County, which was then the court of ordinary general 
jurisdiction. In 1827, on the death of Hon. John 
Hunt, he was ap])ointed a Judge of the Territorial .Su- 
|)reme C«nirt, to till the vacancy. At llie expiraiion of 
the term, he was re-appointed by President Ailanis, and 
held the olfice until 1832, when he was left out f<»r po- 
litical considerations. His colleagues on the bench were 
Solomon Sibley and William Woodbridge, both men of 
eminence. His judicial record was honorable in ail 
respects. For several years after leaving the Supreme 
Court bench, Judge (hipuian remained in public life, 
attending to his practice and devoting more or'le>s of 
his lime to writing ft)r the press. Upon the organiza- 
tion of the Whig [)arly, he bec.ime an active member, 
and used his utmost means for advancing its principles. 
He continued to labor for it until it was disbandeil, 
upon the re|)eal of the Mi'.souri Compromise, and in 
anticipation of the rresidcuiial election of 1856. He 
strongly denounced the C<^ngre>sional action which re- 
pealed the compromise. The new party arrangements 
involved as.Mtcialions which were, in some re>j)ects, 
disagreeable tt; him, and he thereafter voted indepen«l- 
ently. He was am<»ng the few in hi.s «jwn Stale who 
voted for Dell and Kverett, in the election of iS(>o. 
Upon the bieiiking out of the civil war, in kSoi, he 
placed himself, uucuudilionally and zealously, on the 
side of the Union ; and, in spite of the physical intlini- 
itics of ad\ancing ag«-. entered heartily into all meas- 
ures within hi> reacli for ht-lping the country and the 
army. Judge Chipman wmte w ilh great ease and raj)id- 
ily, but his critical taste and desire to be accurate ren- 



dered extemporaneous speaking somewhat irksome, and 
he preferred writing t«> speaking. His jHjlitical views 
were settled and his opinions well defined. In 1841 he 
was made Judge of the District Criminal Court, com- 
prising, within its jurisdiction, Wayne and some of the 
adjacent counties. He held the office until it was abol- 
ished. This was his last public position, and, after 
relinquishing it, he continued the practice of law until 
his age rendere<l it burdensome. He furnished articles 
for the ])ress as often as circumstances called for them, 
and never gave up the habitual use of his pen. At an 
early perioil of his life, Judge Chipman became identi- 
fied with the Kpiscopal Church, and was, during a large 
part of the time, either a member of the vestry of St. 
Paul's, or a trustee of the .Mariner's Church. The latter 
was formc'l, with his advice and assistance, by one of 
hu ohl friends and clients. Judge Chipman had nine 
children, three of whom died in childhood. His oldest 
st>n — Henry l.ogan Chipman — became a Lieutenant in 
the navy, and died at the age of thirty-two. He was 
not (iuly a bra\e and good otficer, but a man of genius, 
and a wiiier of mui h jiromise. The only remaining 
son, — John Logan Chipman, — a man of eloquence and 
recognized i)ower, i> a member of the Detroit bar. The 
daughters have inheiiicd the qualities of their parents. 
In spite of the apparent fiailty of his constitution in. 
early life, Jn<lge ('liii)nian became a hale and vigorous 
man, and lived to a good old age. He was of medium, 
height. s<didly, though not heavily, built, and of erect 
carriage. He ha«l clear, bright, blue eyes, and a coun- 
tenance wha-sc expression, though dignified, was usually 
earnest an<l animated. He was a man of genuine old-fash- 
ioned courtesy, hospitable and friendly, of great, though 
unostentatious, benevolence. He had perfect control of 
his temper, and alw ays guarded his expressions. To the 
day of his death, he never lost his enthusiasm upoa 
subjects which interested him. Excej)t for the maturity 
of judgment and exjK'rience which came fn)m his long" 
and observant life, there was nothing in his style or 
conversation to intlicate the lapse of years. He was 
tolerant of all honest differences, and thought thai 
views which were worth holding needed no apology 
for being expressed. 
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KAPO, HON. HKNKV HOWLAND, Governor 
"v of Michigan from 18(15 to 1869, was born May 
'?^^ 24, 1804, at Dartmouth, Hristol County, Massa* 
chusetts; and died at Flint, Michigan, July 22, 1869. 
He was the ehlcsi son of Jesse and Phiebe (Howland) 
(."ra])o. His father was of French descent, and was 
very poor, sustaining his family by the cultivation of a 
farm in Dartmouth Township, which yielded nothing 
beyond a mere livelihood. His early life was conse- 
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quently one of toil, and devoid of advantages for intel- 
lectual culture; but his desire for an education seemed' 
to know no bounds. The incessant toil for a mere 
subsistence upon a comparatively sterile farm had no 
charms for him ; and, longing for greater usefulness and 
better things, he looked for them in an education. His 
struggles to secure this end necessitated sacrifices and 
hardships that would have discouraged any but the 
most courageous and persevering. He became an ardent 
student and worker from his boyhood, though the means 
of carrying on his studies were exceedingly limited. He 
sorely felt the need of a dictionary; and, neither having 
money wherewith to purchase it, nor being able to pro- 
cure one in his neighborhood, he set to work to compile 
one for himself. In order to acquire a knowledge of 
the English language, he copied into a book every 
word whose meaning he did not comprehend ; and, upon 
meeting the same word again in the newspapers and 
books which came into his hands, would study out its 
meaning from the context, and then record the defini- 
tion. When unable otherwise to obtain the signification 
of a word in which he had become interested, he would 
walk from Dartmouth to New Bedford for that purpose 
alone; and, after Referring to the books at the library, and 
satisfying himself thoroughly as to its definition, would 
walk back — a distance of about seven miles — the 
same night. This was no unusual circumstance. Under 
such difficulties, and in this manner, he compiled quite 
an extensive dictionary in manuscript, which is believed 
to be still in existence. Ever in the pursuit of knowl- 
edge, he obtained possession of a book upon surveying ; 
and, applying himself diligently to its study, became 
familiar with the theory of this art, which he soon had 
an opportunity to practice. The services of a land 
surveyor were wanted, and he was called upon, but had 
no compass, and no money with which to purchase 
one. A compass, however, he must and would have; 
and, going to a blacksmith's shop near at hand, upon 
the forge, with such tools as he could find in the 
shop, while the smith was at dinner, he constructed th^ 
compass, and commenced life as a surveyor. .Still con- 
tinuing his studies, he fitted himself for teaching, and 
took charge of the village school at Dartmouth. When, 
in the course of time, and under the pressure of law, a 
high school was to be opened, he passed a successful 
examination for its principalship and received the ap- 
pointment. To do this was no small task. The law 
required a rigid examination in various subjects, which 
necessitated d^ys and nights of study. One evening, 
after concluding his day's labor of teaching, he traveled 
on foot to New Bedford, some seven or eight miles, 
called upon the preceptor of Friends' Academy, and 
passed a severe examination. Receiving a certificate 
that he was qualified, he walked back to his home the 
•same night, highly elated in being possessed of the ac- 



quirements and requirements of a master of the high 
school. In 1832, at the age of twenty-eight years, he 
left his native town, and went to reside at New Bed- 
ford, where he followed the occupation of a land sur- 
veyor, and occasionally acted as an auctioneer. Soon 
after becoming a citizen of this place, he was elected 
Town Clerk, Treasurer, and Collector of Taxes, which 
office he held until the form of the municipal govern- 
ment of New Bedford was changed, — about fifteen 
years; — when, upon the inauguration of .the city gov- 
ernment, he was elected Treasurer and Collector of 
Taxes, a position which he held two or three years. 
He was also Police Justice for many years. He was 
elected Alderman of New Bedford ; was Chairman of 
the Council Committee on Education ; and, as such, 
prepared a report upon which was based the order for 
the establishment of the Free Public Library of New 
Bedford. On its organization, Mr. Crapo was chosen a 
member of its first Board of Trustees. This was the 
first free public library in Massachusetts, if not in the 
world; the Boston Public Library, however, was estab- 
lished soon afterwards. 'While a resident in New Bed- 
ford, he was much interested in horticulture; and, to 
obtain the land necessary for carrying out his ideas, 
he drained and reclaimed several acres of rocky and 
swampy land adjoining his garden. Having properly 
prepared the soil, he started a nursery, which he filled 
with almost every description of fruit and ornamental 
trees, shrubs, flowers, etc. He was very successful in 
their propagation and growth, and took much pride in 
the result of his experiment. At horticultural fairs in 
Boston and elsewhere, he exhibited from his grounds 
one hundred and fifty varieties of pears of his own 
propagation, and one hundred and twenty varieties of 
roses. In this, as in every thing that he undertook, he 
always worked intelligently, and for the best results; 
seeking the best methods, and looking for information 
to the highest authorities. The interest he took in the 
subject brought him into communication with the most 
eminent horticulturists of the country; and the desire 
to impart as well as to acquire knowledge soon led him 
to become a regular contributor to the New England 
Horticultural Journal^ a position he filled as long as 
he lived in Massachusetts. As an indication of the 
wide reputation he acquired in that field of labor, it 
may be mentioned that, after his death, an effecting 
eulogy to his memory was pronounced by the President 
of the National Horticultural Society, at its meeting in 
Philadelphia, in 1869. During his residence in New 
Bedford, Mr. Crapo was also engaged in the whaling 
business, which was then the great specialty of local 
enterprise. A fine barque built at Dartmouth, of which 
he was part owner, was named the ** H. H. Crapo," in 
compliment to him. Mr. Crapo also took an active 
interest in the State militia, and for several years held 
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a commission as Colonel of one of the rcj;imcnts. In 

spcakinij of the intimate relations of Mr. Cr.ijio with 

the interests of New liedford, the Kvcning StanJani o{ 

that city says : 

**No man connected with our municipal concerns ever 
had, to a greater extent than Mr. (rapo. the contidcnce 
of the pe^iple. lie wa> cxut and niethiMJical in all 
mailers of record; con>cieiilious and laboriously per- 
sistent in tlie discharge of evi-ry duty; clear in his 
method.s and statements in all that appertained to his 
olticial tran>actiijn<. lie left, at the end of hi> long 
period of service, all that belonged to his departmeni 
a.s a financial or recording ofticer so lucid and complete 
that no error has ever been detectviil, or any improve- 
ment made ui)on his plans." 

He was President of the Bristol Countv Mutual Kire 
Insurance, and Secretary of the lledfonl Conimcrcial 
Insurance, companies, in New ikullord; and, while an 
ottlcer of (he municipal government, he compiled and 
])ublished, between the years of 1836 and i.''^45, live 
numbers of tlie New Uedford Directory, the lii-^t work 
of the kind ever issued thcie. Mr. ( i;»j»o r\ nuixcd to 
Michigan in i«^5'), having been indu«.ed lo do so by 
investments matle i>rincipally in j)ine l.mds. -lir>t in 
1837, and, subscrpiently, in 185b. He took uj) ]ii-> ie>i- 
dence in the city of I'lint, and engage- 1 kngfly in the 
manufacture and sale of hnnber at Mint. I-ent«invilU-, 
Holly, and Detroit, bei:oining one of the l.irj;c>t and 
most successful business n»en «)f thi- M.;le. He was 
mainly instrumental in the construfii-ni of the J'lint 
and Holly Railroad, and was rresi«lent of that tt)rjMira- 
tion until it:» consolidation with the I'lint ami I'eie 
Marquette Railway Comj^any. He exhibited a IimIv 
interest in the municijial affairs of I'lint ; gave his hearty 
support to the cau^^e of j)Oj)ular e<lucation; and wa^ 
elected Mayor of that city after he had been a resident 
of the place only five (ir six year«<. In 1862 he was 
elected Slate Senator lo rej)rcsent (.lenesee (.'oiinty, and 
took rank among the leading men of the Michigan 
Senate. He was Chairman of the (Committee on Ikinks 
and Incorporations, and a member ai the <^>mmittee on 
liountics to Soldiers. He at once became conspicuous 
as a legislator; his previou'-ly ac(juired experience and 
knowledge of State and municipal affairs atlmirably 
fitting him for legislative duties. In the fall of 1S64, 
he received the nomination, on the Republican ticket, 
for Governor of the State, and was elected by a large 
majority. He was re-elected in 1866, holding the oflice 
two terms, and retiring in January, i8()9. louring the 
four years he (^ccujucd this oflice, he served llie Stale 
with unflagging zeal, energy, and industry. The fea- 
tures which especially charat;teri/ed his administration 
were his vetf)ing of railway aid legislatit)n, and his lirm 
refusal to j>aidon convicts imprisoned in the i»eniten- 
tiary, unless upon the clearest pioof <.»f theii inntxence, 
or of extreme sentence. Subscipient events and ex[)eri- 
ence have proved, conclusively, that his action in vetoing 



railway aid bills, passed by the Legislature of 1867, 
was of gieat benefit to the State financially; and his 
judgment in that matter has been generally approved. 
While serving his last term as Governor, he was attacked 
with the disease which terminated his life within one 
year afterwards. During much of this time, he was an 
intense sufferer, yet often while in great pain gave his 
attention to [.ublic matters. A few weeks previous lo 
his death, which occurred July 23, 1869, a successful 
>uigical operation was i)erfornied, which seemed rapidly 
to restore him; but he o\ere>iimated his strength, and, 
by t"o much exertion in business matters and State 
affairs, suflered a relapse, from which there was no re- 
bound. The Detroit Tribune closes an obituary notice 
with the fallowing tribute to his worth: 

*'In all the public j>osiiions he held, Governor Crapo 
showed himself a cajtable, discreet, vigilant, and indus- 
ti ious otticer. He evinced wonderful \ igor in mastering 
detail-, and always v\ role and spoke intelligently on 
ail) subject to v\hich he gave his attention. .Michigan 
ne\er bel'-re hail a Gtnernor who devoted as much per- 
soi;al atientit»M and painstaking lab(»r to her public 
duties as he did. Hi-. in«lu-li\ was liteially ama/ing. 
He was not a man of biiLianl or showy qualities, but 
he j)osNt>v,.',l vIkiiji and rcni.nkaldy well-de\elojjed busi- 
ness talent^, a (.bar, pr.uiical understaiKling, sound 
judginenl. auii untailii.g iutegiiiy. in all ihe walks of 
lile. lln'u- was not a juirer man in the Mate. So faith- 
ful, >.o lallolilUl'^. so uhseilisli, so conscientious a man in 
oliicial iiti- i> a ble-^ing b-.-yonif cinnjiutation in the 
heallhtiii intlucuic whicli he exeits in the midst of the 
too ]>ie\aleiit loiruptions that so lamentably abound in 
the public "-eivice. We ha\e cfien thought, that, in his 
l)!ai!nle-•^, hi- hi)iiest\. hi>. lidelity to duly, and in his 
'hroa»l and sterling guml sense, (lovernor L.'rapo closely 
re-eniblcd llie I.inieiile<.l l.incviln. He was a man of 
the pet'pie, and in<»st worthily rej^re'.enled them. His 
«Ucea-e i> an oica.-ioii fi.r public mourning. The State 
has very tiw men like him, and can ill afl'ord to spare 
Nuih an eniinentlv useful cili/en. His death will be 
j-roloumlly dejdored throughout our Commonwcallli, 
and a general sympathy will be sincerely extended to 
his bereaved lamilv." 

In the prosperity of the city of P'lint he was deeply 
interested, and hi.s old love for agriculture and horti- 
culture was further stimulated by his removal to a more 
fertile section of the country. He had an especial 
fondness for landscaj)e and ornamental gardening; and, 
attached to his residence in Flint, he had upwards of 
an acre (»f land which he took great pride in cultivat- 
ing. In the town of Gaines, he possessed a farm of 
about eleven hundred acres, most of which he reclaimed 
fiom sw.inips by a system of drainage that he planned. 
l'2\iensive inii>rovements upon the farm were made by 
him from year lo year, ami it has now developed into 
one of the finest in the State. Here he made an effort 
to impr«n'e the breed of cattle and .sheep, importing 
Herefoid, Short Horn, and Devon cattle; and South- 
down, Cotswold, and Leicester sheep. The farmers, 
recognizing the interest he felt in agricultural pursuits, 
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elected him, in 1863, President of the Genesee County 
Agricultural Society, which position he held for a year. 
During the last years of his life, he was a regular con- 
tributor of articles on agricultural topics to the Albany 
Country Gentleman, A Plint correspondent of a Detroit 
paper, in announcing his death, says: 

••To say that his death has cast a gloom over our 
entire city, inadequately expresses the deep sorrow de- 
picted on every countenance. He has now not only the 
respect, but the affections, of our citizens. While the 
State at large will regret his loss as an eminent and 
upright public officer, we mourn his untimely end as an 
energetic, influential citizen, a wise counselor, a prime 
mover in the prosperity of our city, and a kind neigh- 
bor, who ever stood ready to aid the unfortunate. With 
his administration of State affairs, the public are famil- 
iar; it needs no eulogy at our hands. Suffice it to say, 
that he assumed control at a very critical period, being 
near the close of the war, when all public affairs were 
in a very unsettled condition, and when the resources 
of the State were being taxed to the greatest extent to 
meet the demands of the General Government. That 
we emerged from the great contest with a proud record, 
ranking with the highest for aid and counsel rendered 
the Government, was attributable, in no small degree, 
to the foresight and indomitable energy displayed by 
our lamented ex-Governor, who so well took up and 
carried forward the patriotic and untiring efforts of his 
predecessor in the gubernatorial office. The brave 
boys who sustained the glorious reputation of our State 
during the last year of the war, learned to love and 
respect him for the almost parental affection shown 
them; we know they will always revere his memory, 
and in this they will be joined by all who knew him." 

In the early part of his life, Mr. Crapo aflfiliated with 
the Whig party in politics, but became an active mem- 
ber of the Republican party after its organization. He 
was a member of the Christian (sometimes called the 
Disciples') Church, and took great interest in its welfare 
and prosperity. Mr. Crapo married, June 9, 1825, Mary 
Ann Slocum, of Dartmouth, a young lady only one 
year his junior. His marriage took place soon after he 
had attained his majority, and before his struggles with 
fortune had been rewarded with any great measure of 
success. But his wife was a woman of great strength 
of character, and possessed of courage, hopefulness, 
and devotion ; qualities which sustained and encouraged 
her husband in the various pursuits of his earlier years. 
For several years after his marriage, he was engaged in 
teaching school, his wife living with her parents at the 
time, at whose home his two older children were born. 
While thus situated, he was accustomed to walk home 
on Saturday to see his family, returning on Sunday, in 
order to be ready for school Monday morning. As the 
walk, for a good part of the time, was twenty miles 
each way, it is evident that at that period of his life no 
common obstacles deterred him from the performance 
of what he regarded as a duty. His wife was none the 
less conscientious in her sphere ; and, with added respon- 
sibilities and increasing requirements, she labored faith- 



fully in the performance of all her duties. They had ten 
children, — one son and nine daughters. His son, Hon. 
William W. Crapo, of New Bedford, is now Represent- 
ative to Congress from the First Congressional District 
of Massachusetts. 




ASS, LEWIS, of Detroit, was born in Exeter, 
New Hampshire, October 9, 1782. His ancestors 
were among the early pioneers of New Hamp- 
shire. His father, Major Jonathan Cass, joined the 
Patriot army the day after the skirmish at Lexington, 
and fought for the independence of the struggling 
colonies on the fields of Bunker Hill, Trenton, Prince- 
ton, Germantown, Saratoga, and Monmouth. Like all 
the men of the Revolution, Major Cass felt the impor- 
tance of educating the generation that was to guide the 
fortunes of the new Republic, and spared no pains in 
preparing his son for the high career which his youth- 
ful genius and ambition seemed to promise. In the 
academy of Exeter, that venerable school in which so 
many great men have received their first literary im- 
pulses, he not only acquired a knowledge of the clas- 
sical languages, but formed habits of study which 
rendered him a ripe scholar. After teaching school for 
some time in Delaware, where his father was stationed 
under General Wayne, he set out, in his nineteenth 
year, for the North-western Territory, to find a new 
home. He crossed the Alleghanies on foot, and found 
himself in the heart of a wilderness whose solitude was 
almost undisturbed. The boy adventurer grew up with 
that Territory ; and, in fifty years, saw it covered by five 
powerful States, and inhabited by five millions of people. 
He studied law with the latis Governor Meigs, and was 
admitted to the bar in 1802. His success was rapid 
and decided, and in four years he was in the Legislature 
of Ohio, where he soon rose to distinction. The fol- 
lowing year he was appointed, by Jefferson, Marshal of 
Ohio, and continued to fill this office, with great ability, 
until the War of 1812. At this time he resigned his 
commission ; and, at the head of the 3d Regiment of 
Ohio Volunteers, marched to the frontier. He was the 
first armed American to land on the Canada shore ; and, 
had his early buccesses been followed up by General Hull, 
our armies would have been spared a year of humilia- 
tion. When ordered by his General to give up his 
sword to a British officer, he broke it in despair and 
indignation. For his gallant services, he was appointed 
a Brigadier-General in the army of the United States. 
The brilliant victory of Commodore Perry having swept 
the enemy's fleet from Lake Erie, the American army, 
under General Harrison, in the autumn of 18 13, landed 
once more in the enemy's country, determined to wipe 
out the disgrace of Hull's cowardly surrender. Driven 
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from point to point by the victorious columns of llarri- ' scholar and Christian, — the city of Romulus and the 
son, the British (ieuoral at hist tmilx a sironj; ))()sition city of David. — he f«)und a few months of grateful 
on the banks of the Thames, where he co.iccutrated lii> rcj>i)se. On his return to his native city, he met great 
tried battalions, with the bloody Tecuni^eh and hi.'^ , tokens of regard from the nation he had represented, 
two thousand murderous savage-^. The triumph of our ' from institutions of science and learning, and the great 
arms was complete; Proetor fled, and Tccumseh wa^i West and its advancing millions. When the great 
slain. (leneral Cass, who had coniribuie-l so much to j»atriot u( the Hermitage felt that he was drawing near 
render the camj^iign successful, had his full >hare of ■ hi^; end, (leneral Cass visited him at hi> home, and the 
the periU, the heroism, and the glory of the day. In j parting >cene was tilled with the tenderness of a final 
the dispatches of the commandi:ig Ceneral, his name >epaiati'in. lu I S45 he was elected to the United States 
was associated with Terry '>, who fought willi him side Senate, and for three years was one of its brightest 
by side. The victory of the Thamc'. L-fl (ieneral Cass ornaments. Duiing the days of trial, he stood firmly by 
the military guardian of Michigan, of wliich he beranK iIk' Cunsiitulion. With i.'h\\\ Webster, Houston, and 
civil (.lovernor. At ihe close of the war, he iem')\ed ■ other siaiC'.men, who were worthy to have sat with our 
with his family to Detroit, where he comnieneed tlia: falhei-^ around the eaily cnuneii fires of the kej)ublic, he 
long scries of civil ser\ii:c>i which won for him the' could not be lein[)ied to give up to party what belongs 
gratitude of the Wost. To his judicious loun-seU, j)er- tu ni.uikiiul. In May, 1S41S, on his nomination as a candi> 
suasive eloquence, unwearied exertions, fearicNS .idven- dale fur the Presidency, he resigned his ])osition in the 
tures, ami generous patrit)ti-.in, ihat va^t and jMiw/rful Cniled M.ue^ Senate. After the elecliim <»f his opponent, 
region (jwcs much. In the year 1S20, Mr. ( aih'UiM, (leneial Tayl-M, to that ofiice, the Lci^iNlaturc of his State, 
who was then Secretary of War, aj>pr.ived of an e\])e in 1S49, re-elecieil him to the Senate for the unexpired 
dition which was proposed l.)y (ioMMiinr ( a^-., to explore p»)iiion of \\\.> original term t^f >i\ years. When Mr. 
the sources of the .\Iis>i«.^ijipi, .md e-i.iltli-;i liindly riucli.iuan became rre>ident, he in\itcd (Jeneral Cass 
intercourse with all the Indian trib.-s. Ili^ nti^.jiiaiions to [Uc head of the Depaiunenl of State, which position 
had begun in 1S15, and they were C'liiiiiucil under he re>>i!^iied in De».e:id)er, 1S60. He devoted some 
seven succcs.^ive a.lmini'.tralioiis. lie was reiiuininated attention to lileraiy juiiNuii,, anil his writings, speeches, 
on the expiration of his term of ottirir. and each time and State paper-, would make several volumes; among 
was unanim')usly conllrmi-d by tlie Senate, wi:hnut a'wiiiih is one entitled, /•>\inic; ih A'otj^'; Couti, and GtJV' 
single remonstrance fr«)m the large territory over which vrnm.nt^ y-AAx-AwiA in liS4<). He died in Detroit, June 
he presided. During this h)ng jnMi'»d, he ne^oii.iteil , 17, iSoo; and will long be remembered as the most 
twenty-one treaties with the Indians i^f the .\i>rih\ve»i, emine'il and successful sialesman of Michigan, 
and thus secured peace and j>ro«,perity lu ihu^e brave , 
but fading races, an<l undisturbed [iroj^res-, to tli..ir mn- 
querors. In l8ji he was called, by (ieneral Jackxm, 
to the position of Secretary'of War. C>f all the cabinet 1 . v 

of that great man, C'ass remained longest in ofli^e, and /l OOKE, MAJOR-GEN. PHILIP ST. GEORGE, 
possessed Jackson's entire conli<lence. In 1S50 he lefl l| y^ l.'nited Slates Army, was born in I.oudon County, 
(he War Deparlment for the mission to Kranie. He \^J \ irginia, June 13, 1809. His father was Dr. 
was abundantly (pialilied for that high station; and, in Stephen Cooke, a well-known physician of that region; 
the discharge of its duties, ren<lered signal ser%ice to and his mother, Catherine Esten, was a sister of Chicf- 
his own country, and gained the respect and a«lmiration ; Jusiice Ksien, of Herinuda (West Indies), whose memoir 



of Eur«»[)e. During this j)eri(.Ml, the (Quintuple Treaty 
became the question of i'.uropean cabinels. This wa^. 



appears in AppU'ton''s Cyclopedia, At the age of four- 
teen, he \\a> ai)pointed cadet in the United States Mil- 



intenrled, by (ireat iJritain, to imj>arl to her assumed ilary Academy, at West Point, and graduated July I, 
na\'al suprcmacT the sanclion of the great Power> of 1S27, receiving his commissitin as Second Lieutenant in 
the continent, thereby making a law for the ocean the Sixth Infantry. He joined his regiment at Jefferson 



that would give her the right of searching our vessels 
at sea. Mr. Cass was determined t«) defeat the j)i«ijecl. 



Harracks, Mi«^->ouri, in November of the same year, re- 
maining on duly there len months. In 1S29 his com- 



In 1842 he made a lormal prt»test against the ratification j)aiiy acted as escort to one of the Santa Ke caravans; 
of the treaty by France, an<l wrt>le a pamphlet on the ; and, on the 3d of August, while Lieutenant Cooke was 
"Right of Search," which was read by every statesman I olficer of llie guard, a sud<len charge was made upon the 
in Euiope. The scheme of the lJriti-.h ministry was canij) by ab«»ut ^\\(i hundred ("omanches. He asked 
annihilaletl. During his nii>.sion, he visilecl the south onlers to meet ihe charj;e, and did so at the head of 



of Europe and the eastern ^Imrcs of the Medilerianean. 
At those shrines, which will forever be sacred to the 



thirty-six men, and [)as>ed through and scattered the 
savages. During the IJlack Hawk War, he was acting 
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Adjutant of his regiment, and in the battle of Bad Axe, 
led the reserve, consisting of three companies, into 
action. At the close of the war, he was appointed Ad- 
jutant by General Atkinson. In 1833 he was appointed 
First Lieutenant of Dragoons, and marched that winter 
from JeflFerson Barracks to Fort Gibson, a distance of 
five hundred miles. After serving on the South-western 
Expedition, in 1834, he was promoted to a Captaincy 

of the First Dragoons, 31, 1835, and detailed on 

recruiting service. This was, however, a life entirely 
too dull and inactive; and, in February, 1836, he 
applied for orders to join his company. Receiving 
these, he marched from Fort Gibson to Nacogdoches, 
Texas. From this dale until 1845, Captain Cooke was 
constantly with his. company on the frontier, engaged in 
garrison duty, or on long marches against the various 
tribes of hostile Indians. In 1834, while commanding 
four companies of dragoons, for the protection of the 
Santa Fe trade, he saved the caravan by capturing and 
disarming a large force under commission from the Pres- 
ident of the young Republic of Texas. For the courage 
and hardihood manifested in these perilous enterprises, 
Captain Cooke and his companions were mentioned with 
commendation by the General-in-Chief in his reports. 
Captain Cooke was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of Vol- 
unteers in 1846; and marched overland with the force 
of General Kearney, which secured New Mexico and 
California to the United States during the Mexican War. 
Resigning his commission in the volunteer service, he 
was promoted, February 16, 1847, to the rank of Major 
of the Second Dragoons, then in Mexico; and, four 
days later, was brevetted Lieutenant-Colonel, for mer- 
itorious conduct while in California. In 1848 he com- 
manded the rear guard of the victorious anny which, 
under General Scott, on its retirement from the City of 
Mexico for embarkation at Vera Cruz, had compelled a 
peace at the Mexican capital. In 1853, while in com- 
mand of the Second Dragoons, in Texas, he led an expe- 
dition against the Lipan Indians, driving them across 
the Rio Grande. On July 15, of the same year, he 
was promoted to the full rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, 
and ordered to New Mexico. In the winter of 1854, he 
defeated the Jacavilla Apaches, after a pursuit of one 
hundred and fifty miles, through deep snows, over a 
mountainous and broken route, and was mentioned by 
General Garland with especial praise, in general orders, 
June 21, 1854. In 1855 Colonel Cooke commanded the 
Second Dragoons, and two companies of mounted artil- 
lery and infantry, in the Sioux War; and, in the battle 
of Blue Water, his command being detached, he encoun- 
tered the enemy, pursued and defeated them, inflicting 
a loss of seventy-nine men. In the Kansas troubles of 
1856-57, he commanded the forces in the field. General 
Smith, in his reports of September 10, October 14, and 
November 11, 1856, refers in terms of the highest praise 



to "the great energy and discrimination displayed by 
Colonel Cooke during moments when the want of 
either of these qualities might have led to the most fatal 
and extended disaster." He marched with his com- 
mand to Utah, in 1857, remaining there during 1858; 
and, on June 14, 1858, was commissioned Colonel of 
his regiment. In 1859 and i860 Colonel Cooke was 
engaged, by order of the War Department, in com- 
piling a new system of cavalry tactics, and went abroad, 
during the Franco-Austrian War, for the purpose of 
studying the European systems. The tactics thus pre- 
pared were adopted for the United States service. In 
the summer of 1861, the military Department of Utah, 
of which Colonel Cooke was then in command, was 
discontinued, and he marched the troops to Washington, 
arriving there in October. He was here promoted to 
the position of Brigadier-General, but found himself 
lower in rank than a large number of volunteer officers. 
It would seem that General Cooke's long service ought 
to have established him in full confidence with the Gov- 
ernment, but the fact of his Southern birth occasioned 
a feeling of distrust not surprising, so that he was not 
placed in those important commands for which his 
skill and bravery — of which the Government stood in such 
need — had so eminently fitted him. He commanded a 
division of regular cavalry at Washington, up to March, 
1862, when he took the command of the cavalry reserve 
of the Army of the Potomac ; and participated in all 
the important engagements of McClellan's Peninsula 
campaign. He had command of the cavalry forces in 
the battle of Gaines' Mill. In several accounts of the 
close of that battle, a singular injustice seems to have 
been done him, apparently founded on the ofiicial report 
of General Fitz-John Porter, which has never been pub- 
lished, — he being soon after cashiered. A sufficient 
negative is given to these by the impartial testimony of 
disinterested parties. In a letter from Prince De Join- 
ville to Due D'Aumale, on the day following the battle, 
and published in the newspapers at the time, he says: 
**The fusillade and cannonade were so violent that the 
projectiles, striking the ground, raised a permanent cloud 
of dust. General Cooke at that moment charged at the 
head of his cavalry, but that movement did not succeed, 
and his horsemen on the return only increased the dis- 
order. He made every effort, aided by all who felt a 
little courage, to stop the panic, but in vain." In a 
letter of General Merritt, dated February 15, 1868: "I 
thought at the time, and subsequent experience has 
convinced me, that your cavalry, and the audacity of 
its conduct at the time, together with the rapid firing 
of canister at short range by the battery mentioned, did 
much, if not every thing, to prevent the entire destruc- 
tion of the Union army at Gaines' Mill." A letter of 
Colonel Martin, Adjutant-General, United States army, 
dated March 24, 1870, says: **It is my opinion that, 
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but for the charge of the 5lh Cavalry on that day, the 1 prominently in it> political administration. The men 



loss in the command uf Ciencial I'itz-Juhn Tortt-r would 
h.ivc been immeasurably {greater. Indeed, I bclic\e that 
the charge, more than any other thing, was inNtrumental 
in saving that part of the army on the north side of 



who go to t>ur new Territories in oflicial ca])acities, 
thi'ir salaries j)roYidcd by the Federal Government, 
and their safety guaranteed by its military power, 
stamp the impress both of their names and char- 



the Chickahominy. You were the last general otiicer , actcrs uimn the civil institutions of the upspring- 
of P«>rler'> ommand to leave the lield on the left, — ling State. While it is a political necessity that they 
General Porter himself leaving before you did. Vou do tlii"«, they are frequently less entitled to honor by 
had, therefore, an excellent oj>j)ortunity to see what the exercise of moral courage, energy, public spirit, 
was going on." From ivS64 to 1.S66, General Coo Ice was -ind dcvolion, than others whose names appear less 



Superintendent of Recruiting Service; and, in Aj)ril, 
1866, took command of the L)e[>artment of the Platte. 
He was brevetted Major-(Jeneral, March 13, 1865, for 
gallant and meritorious services during the civil war : 
and, in accordance with the law, was retired, (>cl<>ber 
29, 1S73, after forty-six years of ct)utiniiou.'. >ervice. -\s 
a young man, General Cooke cultivated literary ta'.le^. 
He studied law as a pastime during his mililary >er\ice 
in the West, and was a»lmiited tn i.r.'.clico. in-.t in \'ir- 
ginia, and, in 1850, by the Supreme Court of tlie l.'niled 
States. He contributed smnewliat 10 vaii-uis niau;a/ine>, 
a number of his sketches having been i nllcj. it;«l ^.nd 
publi>hed, in 1850, under the title: .\<// « -.v/ / . /./.w/- 
/tirt's in the Army; ot\ Romance .'/' Mi lit. try I.Il-. lie 
has lately published a work, enii;ied. Cni./u -.■,( 0/ AVr«' 



c<>n<]iicuou^Iy in the i)ublic annals. The State has its 
foundatiiin, not only in its political life, which is the 
e\pre>sion «»f underlying forces, but also in its re- 
ligiiius, social, and commercial institutions. Recog- 
nizing ihe-e f.iclors in the life of our Peninsular Stale, 
the name of Joseph Canipau appears so prcminently 
as to gi\e him a clear title to having been one of its 
flounders. As such, he exen iscd a greater intluence 
than any otlur man u|)on its early development and 
jiiDgresx, f(..r a period t)f moie than sixty years. Mr. 
('anijiau was "to the manor Ixirn." His father, Mar- 
([uis Jaci[ue.s Campau. born in 1730, was also a native 
of l>etroit, his lailier having arri\e«l there in 1701, as 
Private Secretary to M. de la Molte Cadillac. He 
loiiglu undirr MiMitcalni, at Oiiebec; and distinguisheil 



Afex/'iv iind CtiUfornia^ which, singula: ly in this d.iy of hinisilf in ilic li.itik" on the Plains of Abraham, in 1750, 
many books, fdled an un«»cc-.i[»ie.l j>la..e in Anifricin whicli «Kci<l« -1 llie fate of that city, and of the French 



military hisi«^ry. As the aiiilmr was a pioniinenl actor 
throughout, a personal interest and piipianiv .ne added 
to the historical value of the w«irk. «iener..l rcj.ike was 
married, in 1S30, at Fort Leavenwurlh, l\.a!i-a», t«i Miss 
Rachel Wilt Ilertzog, the daughter uf a I'hil.ideljdiia 
merchant. They have four chiblrcn. The elvb>t, Jolni 



pns^i-xNi.iiis in America. '1 he mother of Joseph Cani- 
l>au was C alherine Menard, a relation of the early 
Fniuh niis-iiiiiary of that name. She was a native 
of M-'Utreal, and was educated under the refining in- 
fluinc<-> «»f the religious establishments in that citv. 
Mr. Canijiau was essentially a Frenchman, both by 



R. Coi>ke, served in the Confeileratc army, in which he 'descent an«l education; and, as a scion of the French 
reached the rank ^:ii Uri^adier-General. The eldest 1 nobilitv that controlled the earlv settlement of Detroit, 
daughter was the wife of <.ieneral J. V.. \\. Stuart, also ; he maintained, throughout his life, the social checks 
of the Confederate army, (ieneral l.'ooke, now in the and peculiarities of the old school. He was a man 



evening of his «iays, surrounded by the comforts of 
home, and enjoying the peace of domestic life, has 
richly earned the privilege of bequeathing to his pos- 
terity the record of a well-s})ent life, devoted to hi» 
country's service, and untainted with aught of dishonor. 



-•o^ 



I'.^AMPAU, JOSEPH, late of Detroit, was born in 
> that city, February 20, 1769; and died iheie July 
^^) 23, I4S63. "Famous, always, among men, are 
the founders of Slater," said Hon. William M. Fvails, 
in hi.s oration, delivered in Philadelidiia, July 4, iS7(>. 
But it is fre(iiienllv neccssaiv to look behiuvl the mere 
j)olitical structure for the real foundation of the State, 
and it is fre<piently unjust to loiA for the real founders 
of the State to the men whose names ajipear the more 



of lil>cral views, — making no distinction on account of 
crcctl or natit)nality ; was unassuming in manners; and, 
though a man of few word>, was always generous, 
charitable, and courteous. His education, up to his 
tenth vear. was received at home under the instruc- 
tion of his mother, and such religious teachers as the 
frontier j>ost afforded. When ten years old, he was 
sent to Montreal, where he remained five years at 
school, returning, in 17S6, an accomplished young 
I'renchman, and a welcome addition to the small but 
aristocratic society of the town. His father having 
diid during his absence, he became clerk for Mr. 
Mct.lie^or, then a merchant in the town of Sandwich. 
He held this pc^siiion until he had acquired some 
means, when he matle a contract with the British 
Government to build a fort at Maiden. He accumu- 
lated, for the purpose, a large quantity of lumber and 
material, only to see his enterprise frustrated, the fruit 
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of his savings swept away by a flood, and him<;elf lefi 
penniless. He re-entered the service of his old em- 
ployer; but, shortly afterwards, commenceil trade on 
his own account, thu.'. beginning a career of unvarying 
success. He bought his gr)ods chirfly in Montreal, but 
sometimes in l»o>ton, being the first to open a trade 
between that city and Hetroit. In his vi«^it> to l^osion 
and Montreal, he inrluccd many enterprising people to 
C''me and settle in Detroit. He became a buver and 



multifarious, rerjuiring not only constant personal ac- 
tivity, but grrat executive ability. In 1S09 he erected, 
and for many year> operated, a large distillery; at the 
same time conducting ten branch stores in the Terri- 
tory. He was al.>o one of the original stockholders in 
the first banking institution in the city, — the Territorial 
Uank. — of which his nephew, (General John K. Williams, 
was President. Mr. C'ampau and Mr. Williams were 
also associated in various other business enterprises, 



selk-r of real estate, purchasing unculiixatci binds es- I among which was the establishment, in 1S31, of the 



pecially, improving and building u])on them: and then 
selling or leasing tliem, fully snicked, on eusy terms to 



Dt'mocnitn- Free Pnss^ a weekly ]>aper, whith has de- 
velojjed into the Detroit /vvr F/rss, of to-day. They 



settlers, thus greatly facilitating the settlenu-nt of the i purchased, for the purpose, the material then used in 
country. The cost of clearing the land aver.igcd about ■ I he publication of the Oakland Chtvnicle^ in Pontiac. 
fifty dollars per acre, and the building imj)r(Acments ' He was al>o a stockholder in the Detroit and St. Joseph 
reached from three to four thousand dollars on each " Kiiilruad, now the Michigan Central. Mr. Campau was 
piece of property. In his dealings with his tenants. ' e<iually c.-mjuihensive and liberal in his benevolent and 
most of whom were poor, and somtr of whom occiipicfl social enterprises and in his business relations. In 1806 
the same farm for two and three general ii^ns without he ]>uilt, at his own cost, the first school-house in De- 
paying any rent, he wa'% always lenient. \\ hen tluir , tr<-ii ; and. in the same year, contracted for the ercc- 
pavments became due, and tliev wore, fi)r s«jine irr.-.l !i>»n of St. Ann'> Church. He was a member of a 
reason, unable to i>ay, instead of se:uling tluin threat- 1 del>ating club, w liich included the prominent men of 
cuing messages, he would \\^\\ them liim-clf. aiui tlie t<.iv.n. and which heKI its meetings in his oflTice. 



assure them that the kind pHivitK-nce wIm had en- 



He nialeriallv aitled in the establishment of Detroit 



trusted so muirh proj»erty to hi^ care had lauj^ht liini College, in 1S17. He was a member of the Masonic 
*'lo do unto others as he would that others shotdd do I Krateriiity, and took a leading part in the establish- 



unto him." His books show unculK-cteil rents and 
dues of over two million ti\e hundred thousand dol- 
lars. He had seventy-four farms or jijantation.^, the 
greater number of which were in the \ieinilv of De- 
troit. He had, however, lanils in other ])ar!s of ilij- 



ment of that society in the North-west. Without hope 
of reward, he lan-oiiud njany white men who had fallen 
into the hands of the Indians. He was liberal to his 
relatives, pri>\iiling fur their education and comfort, 
lie was. at oiie lime, the owner of several negro .slaves, 



and in adjoining .States, and there wa^ s< aicelv an . juircha-ed in Montreal, whom he subsequently freed, 
organized county in Michigan, at the time «f hi- In i-^i><S Mr. Caui]Kiu married Adelaide Dequindre, 
death, in which the name of Campau did not aj»pear i daughter of Antoinc Ponchartrain Dequindre and 
upon the title deeds there recorded. He left an n\ ail- ' < alherine ( Desrixiere) Lemoinodiere. A brother of 
able estate, mostly lantled, valued at over tliree million I Mi'^- Camjiau, Major Antoine Dequindre, won di.stinc- 



dollars. Mr. Campau was interested largely in stock- 
raising, especially horses, cattle, and sheep. At one 
time, he had over five hundred horses. Himself de- 
.scended from the Xorman-French stock, he took espe- 



tion in the battle of the Monguagon, in 1S12. Mrs. 
Campau died May 29, 1862. They have left nine chil- 
dren. Mr. Camjiau occupied his homestead (No. 140 
lefterson avenue, Detroit) from 1796 to the time of 



cial pride in the Norman horse, which, with its his death, in 1S63. The house was destroyed by fire 
remote Arabian blood, w.is importe<l from Normandy, I in 1S05, but was immediately replaced by the present 



and from which has s])rung the ]K)j)ular breol of horses 
now used in Canada and the North-west. He was a 
member of the *'Board of Tra'le iJritannic" as earlv 
as 1798. In lSj2 he was connected with the North- 
western Fur Company, with John Jacob Astor, James 



structure, costing, at that time, seven thousand dollars. 
Situated on the site of the head-quarters of Cadillac, the 
associations of the jdace invested it with interest in the 
estimation of .Mr. Cam]>au. This feeling is not only 
respected, but shared, by those of his children having 



Abbott, and I. G. Schwarz. Mr. Campau was never ' control of that part of his e>late. It is probable that 
an aspirant for public or ofl'icial honor>. He held the I the ** Campau Mansion," although now in the heart 
oftice of Trustee for the town of Detroit in 1X02; and , (»f the city, ami an unjiretending editice comi)are<l with 
vas aj>pointed Captain, and, subsequently, a Majf)r, c)f tho>e adjoining, w ill stand as li>ng as a Campau remains. 



militia, by Ciovernor Hull. In 1S12 he was ordered to 
muster his regiment for immediate service; but the 
(»ccasion passed without the necessity of ordering him 
lt» the front. Mr. Campau's business enterprises were 



In the rear of this homestead, and on the ri>er from, 
Mr. Caiujiau subse<[uenlly built a store-house and tlock 
for the accommodation of his boats, of which he had 
several in the Montreal trade. The homestead has been 
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used, since Mr. Campau's death, as a repository of ! successful practice. Always courteous in manner, genial 
family relics, and an office for the settlement of the an<l sympathetic in nature, he won the esteem of a large 
estate. The survivinjj children aie Daniel J., Denis , circk- t)f friends anti j^atrons. In the spring of 1S71, he 
J., Theodore J., James |.. Alexander T., Atlelaiile, \ remi»vcd from Ypsilanti to Detroit, as a field affi)rding 
Catherine D., Emily, antl Matilda V. The sons -Theo- a wider range fur prufcs*.ional labor, and has there a 
dore J., and Denis J. — were appointed adniinisiralors | large practice. Having been brought up a Friend, he 



of his estate. The funeral of Mr. Campau was ])ro- 
bably the largest ever witnessed in Detroit: and wa^ 



is a firm believer in the orthodox faith, but is tolerant 
in hi:> views. lie has been a stanch Republican from 



attended by the entire Masonic Fraternity, munic ipal ' the organi/atit)n of that ])arty. He believes thoroughly 
ofticers, members of the bar, the La Fayette Association, : in free government, free institutions, free speech, free 
and citizens, with the leatling men of the city as pall- press, and the right of suffrage to persons of all clas>es 
bearers. He was buried in Kim wood ("einetery, with and races. December iS, 1S62. he married Miss Jose- 
Masonic honors, July 27, 1863. ! jdiine S. 15agg. youngest tlaughter of the late Dr. Joseph 

^^' ^'''KK' '^"*-* "^ 'he j)ioneers of Detroit, whose sketch 
■ will be found eKewliere in this work. March lo, 1S68, 
two children — ( harles Rush and Jessie Willmut — were 
born lo them. Hoth are strong, healthy children, and 
l.!^!(.)X, WH^LIAM G., M. D.. of Detroit, was born I have a commendable love for school, and talent for 

l|; y April 2, 1831, at Micldlcbury, Schoharie (nunty, music. 

^^/■* New York. His ]^arents, (.■harli-"i and Willmut 
Cox, were members of the Sm-icty i>\ Kricini<, nrone-: 
ously called Quakers. In iSjO, they rcino\<.«l to ()iltMUs j . ^ 

County, Western New York, where tluy UnmI to the /■ KOl'I.. JKROMK. of Detroit, Michigan, Mer- 
advanced ages of eighty-eight and eighty-two, reNpec- 1 l| ■ chant. Tanner, and i'.elt Manufacturer, was born 
lively. They were strictly of the old siho.^1 in their ^-^ ' at I.\ons, New York, March 19, 1829. He 
character and habits, and were among the j>ioiieers of _ received his early education in the public schools of his 
the antislavery party. Their intluence >till lives in their , native place, and graduated fiom the high school at 
son's religious and political views. He worked on his | the a,t;e <if tifteen. His father died the same year, 
father's farm until he was nineteen years of age, mean- j Ik-ing thrown upon his own resources, he went to 
while receiving an academic e<lucati«»n at Albion, New' Rochester, New \'i)rk. and spent two years in learning the 
York. He then conunenced the study of medicine, trade of a macliinist. He then became clerk in the ofliccof 
which he had [previously determined ujxm, being inllu- ll«»n. Aaron I'liek-on, a large wool dealer in Rochester, 
enced, no doubt, by the fact that an ehler br«Mher had where he remained two years. When twenty years of 
already graduated from a medieal course, and was ]»rac- age. he remi>ved to Detroit, Michigan, and, in partner- 
ticing in Virginia. IJeing, for the most part, <lepen(lent 1 shij) with I. 1-. I'arsoiis. of Rochester, under the firm 
upon his own exertion>, he determined to teach and name *»f rar>ons \- (!roul, engaged in the wool and 
pursue his studies at the same time. Acconlingly. in sheepskin tra<le. At the en<l of five years, this partner- 
the spring of 1851, he went to Princess Anne County, ship was ilisstdveil, and Mr. Croul formed a new one 
Virginia, where he taught schord, ami studied medicine ] with his brother, William II. ("roul, under the firm 
under the direction of his brother. Dr. Isaac Ct)x, then name of Croul brothers. In addition to their wool 
of I'lea«;ant Ridge, in that county. After two years business, they engaged in tanning leather. They leased 
spent in this way. he returned to Albion, New York, a tannery for five years; and then erected the large 
and immediately engaged in teaching, keej)ing up his building they now occupy, at the junction of Bloody 
medical stu<lies under the direction of the old family Run with the I.)etroit River. In the fall of 1869, and 
physician, Dr. J. W. Randall. After one year, in the the following winter, they erected a four-story brick 
spring of 1S54, he removed to Kalamaz(»o C'ounty, Michi- buihling. fifty-one by one hundred and twenty feet, on 
gan, where he again taught ami studied; and. in 1S55, ' the corner of Hates and Atwater streets, which they use 
went to Ann Arbor. Ihere he continued study under for a leather store and belt manufactory. They have 
Professor Denton, and taught otie year; and, in the fall made a specialty of the manufacture of leather belting. 



of 1856, entered the medical department of the Univer- 
sity. He was the first one to take a full course of 



and supply hundreds of establishments in Michigan and 
elsewhere. Mr. William II. Croul died Kebruary 18, 



analytical and aj)plied chemistry, together with i>rac-'iS75; and, a year after, Mr. Jerome Croul purchased his 
tical pharmacy, at that time optional studies, in the interest and became sole proprietor. Mr. Croul was one 
institution. He then chose the neighboring city of of the original members of the Detroit Light Guard, 
Ypsilanti for a location, and built up an extensive and which was organized in 1855. In 1861 the greater num- 
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bcr of the members enlisted for the war. Mr. Croul 
took command of the company, numbering eighteen 
men, recruited it to eighty, and held the command two 
years. In 1862 he was appointed, by Governor Blair, 
a member of his military staff, and held the position 
during Governor Blair's, and a part of Governor Crapo's, 
administration. Mr. Croul was a member of the Mili- 
tary Contract Board from 1862 until its dissolution, 
when he was transferred to the State Military Board, on 
which he remained ten years. In the days of the vol- 
unteer Fire Department, he was for many years an 
active fireman. He was Vice-President of the old Fire 
Department, and for two years its President. In April, 
1873, he was appointed, by Mayor Moffat, a member of 
the Board of Fire Commissioners of Detroit; and, after 
serving four years, was re-appointed by Governor Lewis 
for another terra, which he is now serving. He has 
taken a deep interest in these matters, and has aided 
materially in bringing the department to its present 
degree of efficiency. Mr. Croul was one of the organ- 
izers of the Wayne County Savings Bank and the Safe 
Deposit Company, and is a Director of the former, and 
Vice-President of the latter. He is also a Director of 
the Michigan Mutual Fire Insurance Company, of the 
Detroit Fire and Marine Insurance Company, and of 
the Detroit Gas-light Company. In politics, he was a 
Whig, and has been an ardent Republican since the 
formation of that party. While he has worked earnestly 
for the interests of his party, he has never aspired to 
political office. Mr. Croul is an energetic, hard work- 
ing, cautious business man, and his success is due entirely 
to his own exertions. He married, in Rochester, New 
York, in 1856, Ellen Parsons, daughter of Hon. Ezra 
M. Parsons, a prominent citizen of that place. They 
have two sons and one daughter now living. The eldest 
son, Frank, graduated from the Pennsylvania Military 
Academy, in the summer of 1877; and subsequently 
became receiving teller in the Wayne County Savings 
Bank. The youngest son, William, is a cadet in the 
Michigan Military Institute, at Orchard Lake. 
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^HITTENDEN. WILLIAM J., of Detroit, was 
born at Adams, Jefferson County, New York, 
April 28, 1835. He received his education at the 
Jefferson County Institute, at Watertown, New York. 
About the year 1853, he removed to Detroit, and secured 
a position in the Post-office, which he held about two 
years, while Colonel Brodhcad was Postmaster. He 
then returned to his home at Watertown, New York, 
and occupied a position as clerk in a bank for some two 
or three years, when he again started for the West. 
He arrived in Detroit in 1858; became a clerk in the 
Russell House, the leading first-class hotel in that city, 



and remained in that position for six years. In 1864 he 
formed a partnership with Mr. Charles S. Witbeck, and 
they became proprietors of the Russell House, and have 
continued its management up to the present time. By 
devoting his whole time and attention to his business, 
he has been eminently successful as a hotel proprietor; 
has won an excellent reputation for his house; and has 
become widely known throughout the State and country 
at large. He was married, January 18, 1864, to a 
daughter of General Alpheus S. Williams, of Detroit. 




ROFOOT, MICHAEL E., of Pontiac and Detroit, 
was born in Florida, Montgomery County, New 
York, on the 14th of March, 1822; and is the son 
of Charles and Louisa Crofoot. When he was seven years 
of age, his father removed to Constableville, Lewis County, 
where he remained for some years. Mr. Cro foot's early 
educational advantages were confined to the public schools. 
His great desire was to be able to support himself by teach- 
ing. In 1836 he went to Rome, New York, to live in the 
family of B. B. Hyde, a canal collector. Here he re- 
mained two years, doing chores and attending the public 
school. He then returned home, engaged in farm work, 
and attended school a portion of the time, until 1838, 
when he' began teaching to earn the means necessary to 
finish his education. As soon as he was able, he entered 
the Temple Hill Academy, at Geneseo, New York, and 
took a two years' course. In 1841 he undertook the 
study of medicine, that being the only profession open 
to his limited means. He continued his studies for 
about one year, when he engaged to teach at Gates, 
Monroe County, about four miles from Rochester, New 
York. In the spring of 1843, acting under the advice 
of Mr. Monroe, an officer of the school district, and a 
warm personal friend, Mr. Crofoot entered, as a student, 
the law office of General H. L. Stevens, then one of the 
most prominent lawyers of Rochester. He continued 
his law studies there for a period of three years, teach- 
ing school during the winter seasons; he also attended 
to several suits in the Justices' Courts, and some matters 
in the Police Courts, for which he received some small 
compensation. In the spring of 1 845, General Stevens 
had business which called him to Michigan, and soon 
after removed his family to Pontiac, Oakland County, 
engaging in the practice of law. Mr. Crofoot con- 
tinued at Rochester in earnest pursuit of his studies. 
Seven years of preparation were then required to gain 
admission to the bar, yet four years might be allowed 
for the study of the classics. During the fall of 1845, 
he was persuaded by General Stevens to remove to 
Pontiac. In the winter of 1846, he was admitted to the 
bar, since which time he has continued in the regular 
practice of the law. In 1848 he was elected to the 
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office of Probate Judge for Oakland County, and was 
re-elccUd in 1S52, serving his eight years. In 1862 he 
became I'roseculing Attorney; and, in 1S64, was re- 
elected to the same position. Mr. Crofoot has been 
connected with mo^t of the public cntcrjiriscs in IVnuiac, 
and has given much eiicoui;igcnient and attention to 
the public schools. lie is inleresled in ilie Oakland 
County Agricultural Society, of wliich he has been an 
officer for some years. He is now a member of ihe 



and, at an early day, settled in Pomfret, Connecticut, 
near the scene of General Putnam's wolf-den exploit. 
His father, Colonel A«,a C. Dickinson, whose seventy- 
six yiars of activity have not yet blunted his extraordi- 
nary mini!, is a native of Nottingham, England; and 
early ^el;lcd in Stunington, Connecticut. In 1848 Mr. 
Dickinson's parents removed to Michigan, where he has 
continued to reside. As a boy, he was an earnest 
stutknt, cariful and thoroughly practical. He was 



Board of Building Commissioners for the Eastern Asylum j **^^'b' endowed with natural genius, but was, nevcr- 
for the Insane, situated at Pontiac, and ha.s been J tlu'less, patient and laborious. He was never satisfied 
appointed a member of the Board uf Tru",tees for tlie : ^^ accept a conclu-ion until he had mastered the rea- 
administralion of the asylum after it.-, completion. He 1 zoning through which it was obtained. After passing 
believes in the divinity of Je>us Christ, and in the Biblical . ^''"'^'h^^ t'»e public .schools of Detroit, he spent one 
doctrines, with no sectarian connection ur prejudice. , ^*-''"* under a private tutor, and then entered the Uni- 
He is an attendant of tlic Episcopal Church. He mar- versity of Michigan. He graduated from the law de- 
ried, on the 29th of October, 1X49. Mi^, Annie E. I'i^rtment; ])ut circumstances prevented his taking a 
Fitch, of Bloomfield, New N'ork. Tlury have thice ■ ^"^^ classical course. He was now thoroughly imbued 
sons and three daughters. Mr. Crolont is (li-.tinj;uishL<i ^^'itb the spirit and phili^.^phy of the law; and, as soon 
as a trial lawyer, and in putting in iho eviil-iice ap[tli -^^ h^' bccnnu- of age, cm« leil ujion its practice in De- 
cable to the issue. Altliough he now ha.> an i.)rtice in ii'"it- Hi-* niind, coniliininj;, in a ]>eculiar degree, the 
Detroit, he still retains lii:, residence in I'onliac. 'pialHica;i<>ii> i^v a succe>slul worker in the profound 

anil bcncflccnl science, — l.iw, — would not allow him to 
trial it a> a iiurc uiechaiiical system. His early habits 
of jiaticnt, ilu)ji»u.-h, and intellij;ent research; hi» intense 
1"^ OOTS, WALTER H., of Dclr.'it, .sluMitfof Wayne " apitli.ati«)n, and excellent judgment, rapidly secured the 
(■ V County, was born in EnL;I.ui(l, in 1S33. He ci»ntii!en(.e ol the t'oiemo>t business men in the city, 
^^C'^ came, with his jiarents, to this country in 1S44, ^^ '"-> Jntiu^led to him the protection of their large and 
and resided in Brooklyn, New York, until he bv.camc of . '"M""l'i'>^ c(Mnin« ii ial interests. .Such has been his 
age. After attending school two \ear<, he sjjeut eight; li'lclity, ami ilie suice^s of his honorable management, 
years in a j)rovision store; and, in 1*^54, >ettleil in he- ibal lie enj').-. l!ie esteem of every business man in 
troit. He established himself in the (. ity Hall Maiket, D< Init, a> well as of the intluential men of other busi- 
and carried on a successful business until he assumed "c^^ ceinei.^. At the same time, he occui)ies a distin- 
the duties of Sherilf of Wayne County, on the i.>l of gui^yhed ["u.^iiiun among his i)rofessional brethren, who 
January, 1S77. He has always been deeply intere>teil K'joice at a sulccss so worthily won. His generosity 
in pcditical matters, and is an ardent KepuMican. As ■ leaves no lur-m f^r jealousy; his fairness, no cause for 
the Republican nominee fi>r Sherill, he wjn elected in a I caiping; and his inbred courtesy demands kind regard. 
Democratic County by a small majorily, receiving nearly Ihe j^riniary cau.-e of his success is his unswerving 
three thousand votes ahead (;f hi^ ticket. .Mr. Coots ; intej^rity. 'i he ri;;ht never appeals to him in vain for 
has three times become a member of the ("ommon Coun- 
cil of Detroit, and has served in that cai)acity five year-.. 



a defeuiler, and the wrong never finds in him an advo- 
cate. He h.is aided largely in molding the bankruptcy 
He also served a term of three years as member of the | law in Michigan, especially in the Eastern District of 
Board of Sewer Commissioners of the city of Detioit, the Stale, where he is regarded as the leading prac- 
an<l remained on duty until the Board was re}»lacetl hy j lilioner. In jioliiics, he is an earnest Democrat. He 
the Board of Public Works. In 1S54, at Syracuse, New .was Secretary of the Michigan Democratic State Ccn- 
York, he married Miss Fannie Weldon, of England. tral Commiitee, during the Greeley campaign of 1S72; 

and was an ardent admirer of Horace Greeley. Mr. 
Dickinson's energy, clear judgment, and personal mag- 
neli.-m, were immediately recognized ; and, in politics, 
i| TCKINSON, DON M., of l.>etroit, was born at as well as in law, he is eminently a worker. At the 
-|l£ Port Ontario, Oswego C."ounly, New York, Jan- ajjproaeh of the Presidential campaign of 1876, there 
uary 17, 1.S46. His mother was a daugliter of was a universal demand, on the part of the Democrats 
Rev. Jesseriah Holmes, a Puritan, who was widely of Miehijjan, that Mr. Dickinson should be Chairman 
known and respected for his ])rofound learning and of the Stale Central Committee, and manager of tho 
unostentatious piety. Her ancc:>tors came from Wales, campaign. He accepted the position with reluctance, 
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but in obedience to his view that no citizen is justified 
in avoiding public duty to which he is called unso- 
licited. The wisdom of their choice was proved by his 
political management. His personal sacrifices during 
the campaign were very great. The cause of his party 
in the State was almost hopeless from the beginning; 
but, being bold, fearless, intelligent, and inspiring, Mr. 
Dickinson encouraged the faint-hearted, and made an 
active worker of every available Democrat. He knew 
the strength and weakness of his party, and what to do 
or leave undone in every part of the State. By system- 
atizing and giving proper direction to the efforts of his 
friends, he -procured the largest Democratic gain in any 
State in the Union, — thus securing one of the most 
wonderful campaigns this country has ever known ; and 
showing that, as a political organizer, he has no superior 
in the United States. Mr. Dickinson married, June i$, 
1869, Miss Frances L. Piatt, a lady of superior culture 
and great strength of character. She is a daughter of 
Doctor Piatt, of Grand Rapids, and a granddaughter 
of the late Doctor Brigham, of Ann Arbor. Mr. Dick- 
inson is still young, — the youngest of the really influen- 
tial men of the West. With his cultured mind, generous 
heart, unsullied reputation, and masterful purpose, he is 
destined to stand among the guardians of the country. 
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|[EWEY, HON. JAMES STODDARD, of Detroit, 
was born in Broome County, New York, Decem- 
^^^ ber 21, 1831; and is the son of Seth and Mary 
(Kellogg) Dewey. In 1838 the family removed to La- 
peer County, Michigan. Here Mr. Dewey received 
such elementary instructions as the common schools then 
afforded ; and subsequently prepared for college at an 
academy in Almont, in the same county. His father 
di^ in 1848, leaving his family in very limited circum- 
stances; and Mr. Dewey was compelled to earn the 
money necessary to complete his education. He worked 
first in a saw-mill, then on a farm, and afterwards acted 
as clerk in a dry -goods store in Almont, and Detroit. 
He finally accumulated sufficient means to enter Miami 
University, at Oxford, Ohio, and graduated from this 
institution in July, 1858. His uncle. Orange N. Stod- 
dard, with whom he lived during the four years of his 
college course, was Professor of Natural Science and 
Philosophy in the university; and Mr. Dewey assisted 
him in experimental chemistry and philosophy before 
the various university classes. In the fall of 1858, Mr. 
Dewey was employed as assistant principal in the high 
school at Pontiac, Michigan ; and, at the same time, 
began the study of law. The following year, he entered 
the law office of Hon. M. E. Crofoot ; in i860 he was 
admitted to the bar, and formed a partnership with his 



former tutor. Mr. Dewey was City Justice of the Peace 
in Pontiac for nearly four years. In 1867 he was elected 
Circuit Judge for the Sixth Judicial Circuit, to fill a 
vacancy occasioned by the resignation of the Hon. San- 
ford M. Green. In 1870 he was elected for the full 
term of six years; but, the salary proving inadequate, 
he resigned, -September, 1873, ^^^ removed to De- 
troit, where he entered upon the practice of his pro- 
fession. During his term of office, he held court in the 
county of Genesee, exchanging with Judge Turner, of 
that circuit. At the close of the term, the bar of that 
county, at a special meeting called for that purpose, 
passed a series of resolutions highly commending the 
ability and fairness of his judicial decisions, and courte- 
ous demeanor on the bench. Previous to his second 
election, the bar of St. Clair County, one of the counties 
in his circuit, resolved to support him for re-election 
without regard to political parties; and passed a series 
of resolutions expressing, in high terms, their confidence 
in his integrity, fitness, and capability; their great 
respect for his unblemished reputation, and their appre- 
ciation of his courteous and dignified demeanor. In 
187 1 he was elected compiler of the State laws, by the 
Legislature in joint convention assembled, and completed 
the same in 1872, with a complete index; aside from his 
duty as compiler, he added to the margin of the statutes 
citations of over two thousand adjudicated cases bearing 
upon the text. Judge Dewey has taken the Chapter 
degrees of the Masonic Fraternity; but motives of pub- 
lic policy induced him to retire from active membership 
when he took his place upon the bench. He has always 
been a stanch Republican; and is a warm supporter of 
the civil service and other reforms advocated in the 
Cincinnati platform of 1876. January 22, 1862, he 
married Mary G. Mollyneaux, eldest daughter of Samuel 
R. Mollyneaux, Esq., of Oxford, Butler County, Ohio. 
They have had three children. 




(AVIS, WILLIAM, Inventor, Detroit, Michigan, 
was the son of a Welsh weaver who emigrated 
V'^v^^"* to this country in the year 1800, and settled in 
Pittsburg, where he commenced the manufacture of cloth 
by hand looms. Here Mr. William Davis was born, in 
1812. At the proper age, he served an apprenticeship 
in his father's factory, devoting his evenings to study. 
At the age of eighteen, he entered college, and gradu- 
ated when he was twenty-one, intending to enter the 
ministry. After preaching six months in Pittsburg, and 
teaching a country school in the Alleghany Mountains, 
he was forced, by continued ill health, to seek some out- 
door occupation. He turned his attention to market- 
gardening, and conducted this business successfully for 
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several years. While engaged in horticulture, he re- 
moved to Columbus, and cultivated what is now known 
as the Goodale Park. While there, he kept the famous 
picxsure report, Northwood, three miles from Columbus. 
In 1S53 Mr. Davis established himself in I>elri)it, Mich- 
igan, and became interested in |>isciculture; he then set 
earnestly to work to invent sonic means by which fish, 
meats, and fruits could be |)rebervcd fur transportation in 
the warm season. IIi» efforts were crowned wilh .success. 
He invented a refrigerator, and a rrfrigeraling car, in 
which the temperature i.s always near the freezing point. 
This car has been in use for a number of years jkisI for 
transporting meats, fish, and fruits over ihc whole country. 
Mr. Davis is also the inventor of an apparatus for freez- 
ing fish, which has proved useful and pr«ititni>le. In 
politics, he was an old-line Whii;, and is now a stanch 
Republican. At the beginning of ilie civil war, in iS()i. 
he organized, at Detroit, the first Cnion Le.igue Club 
formed in the State, and was its first pre^itling ofiiccr. 
He never held any public office. In 1S33 he mairicil, in 
Pittsburg, Mary Ann Sumner. He died, in Detroit, in 
186S, aged fifty-six, leaving a widow ami six children. 
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JICKINSON, MOSKS FIKLD, Detroit, Michi- 
gan, was the only son of Capt.iin David and 
, w 'Mary Ann Field (Warner) L)ickiuson. Their 
two daughters, — Mrs. Mary Ann F. Clark, of llubbard>- 
ton, Massachusetts; and .Mrs. .^arah W. Rayni»;nd, of West- 
borough, Massachusetts, — are still living. Mr. I.)ick- 
inson was born at Petersham, Massachusetts, on the 
l8th of September, 1800. He attended the Anilier>t 
Aca<lemy, where he pursued the ordinary English 
branches of study, evincing a special fondness for mathe- 
matics and penmanship. IJorn and reared on a New 
England farm, his tastes were of the simplest kind ; the 
time that remained after performing his duties was 
devoted to study and the practice of penmanship. After 
leaving school, Mr. Dickinson went to Kniield, where 
he served in the capacity of clerk for Woods & Co., 
merchants and manufacturers of woolen goods. Here 
he remained for several months, at the end of which 
time he returned home and engaged in teaching school ; 
he also gave instructions in stenography, and practical 
and ornamental penmartship, as oj>porlunity ofifered. In 
1829 he devisc'l ami ]>ui>lishcd a stenographic system. 
He afterwards went to Boston, entering the dry-g»)t)ds 
house of James Brewer, where he remained for a short 
time, and then removed to Ilanhviek, acting as clerk for 
S. F. & E. Cutler. In .Septemixr, 1S51, he came to De- 
troit, and was emphjyed by Pliinea'. Davis & Co. A few 
years later, he went into business for himself, opening a 
store for the sale of all kinds of shelf and house-furnishing 



hardware, and the manufacture of tin and copper ware. 
After twenty years of continued mercantile success, Mr. 
Dickinson retired from active business life. The culti- 
vation and care of his ten-acre city lot, and forty acres 
of pasture and meadow land, together with the care of 
a large amount of real estate in the city, occupies his 
entire time and attention. From childhood he accepted 
the teachings of the C!hristian religion, except in the 
formal union with a church. Although a regular attend- 
ant of St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Detroit, the kind 
and urgent admonitions of bishop and rector had 
never touched his heart as did the few words of his 
daughter Harriet; under God, these led to his conver- 
sion and baptism a month before his death. One morn- 
ing, learning that his family had assembled in his room 
to witness the l>a]Uism of his infant grandchild, he 
answered with quiet simplicity, "I should like to be bap- 
tizctl.'' The ordinance was administered, first to the 
aged grandfather, who was not able to raise from his 
chair, and then the infant grand.-^on. On the 27th of 
September, iS^i, Mr. Dickinson married Maria Loraine 
Wesson, only daughlcr of Rev. William B. Wesson, of 
IIanl\>ick, Wi»rcesier County, Massachusetts, where, 
for several years, he was j)asi.)r of the Congregational 
Cluirch. -Mr. Dickinson's family comprised thirteen 
ehililren, — six s(jn'. and seven daughters, — of whom four 
sons and four daughters survive him. His career has 
been more strictly [»rivale than that of most men of his 
capav-ily anil energy. He was a Democrat, but took no 
more active j)art in ]V)Iilics than.was involved in casting 
his vote. The |ii>-i lions of Fire Warden, Moderator of 
the Sch<»ol District. Justice of the Peace, member of the 
Board of F.duca:it)n, and Commissioner on the plan of 
the city, were the only public ofiices he ever held. He 
was one of the original owners and Directors of the 
Grand River Street Railroad. Mr. Dickinson was a 
dignified, courteous gentleman, reserved in his manners, 
and not given to self-assertion. Domestic in his tastes, 
he did not care to mingle in general society, yet keenly 
enjoyed an occasional visit with old friends. The inva- 
riable rules of his whole life were, never to speculate, 
never to indorse a note, and never to owe a dollar. 
His death occurred April 7, 1877. 




ILLMAN, COLONEL LOUIS, of Detroit, Mich- 
I ^'il 'K^"t ^iiy Clerk, and Representative in the Leg- 
r^ * islature, in 1877-78, was born December 25, 1830, 
i<i the city of Friedrichshafen, Kingdom of W'urtemberg, 
Germany. In the year 1849, being then a journeyman 
tanner, he look an active part in the Revolution in Ger- 
many; and, in the fall of the same year, considered it 
; expedient to remove to the United States of America. 
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(lic'iice to the Lord's commmwlincnts. Upon movinj^ 
lo Detroit, in i'^5,v he was Ij.iplized and coritirinc(l, 
tO{^ctli(?r with liis family, liy Kcv. Jabez Kon, tlion j^as- 
tor of tlie New Church in tliat city. Kioni tluit time. 
he labore<l /ealoiiNly for the propaj^a'ioii <»f the docfritie> 
of the New Church, bclieviiij; that lliey are adapted t<» 
many minds that find it impii>^il>le to ai knr>wh?d;^c ilu: 



ting, he went to LeavtMuvorth. Kan^a*;, engaging in busi- 
ness tlierf with hi> uncles. Jerome and Justus Ingersoll; 
he afterward^ removed to Valley Kails, in the same State. 
From early boNhood, lie was entlmved with earnest piety; 
and, in the new settlements of Wesicrn Kansas, he con- 
tinued the missionary work which he had bejiun as a 
student of the univer^itv. The numerou> emi^rrants 



other furms uf do'jmalic belief. lie t-iuk a warm inli r- ' with whom hi* dealt, found in him a friend who consid- 
c^t in tlie alVairs nf the church in his city and State, nn-.l ' ere I their intercuts as well as hi', own. Havinj; decided 
was in an eminent «leL;ree instrumental in I he upbuiM- to close lii^ buNine>.s in the West, he returned to his 
ing of the j)re>ent prosperovjs comlitinn o\ tlur New ■ home on (ir«i«se Isle; his prc^ence was marked by the 
Church Society in Detr'jit. In his extensive j'ractice. j oj)ening of Si. James Chapel, in which he led the devo- 
called often to admini-iter to the heart anil mind a> well tional exeici>e>.. I'pon the morning of May 20, 1875, 
as the bo'ly, his clear an«l intelligent laith j;a\e him ab'»ut a week after his return from the West, he cm- 
power to speak wonls of counsel and adm'mi-ter ccmf'Mt barked with liis frien<l unil neighbor, Hon. K.C. Barker, 
that will be ever cherished in the minvries that nie and two >ail'»r^. in an open river yacht, for a sail of ten 

dearest to very manv. At the deathbed, and l>v the ! mil'- d-. wn tlie river. When but a mile distant, and in 

I 

mourning wife and m«>ther. he talked *<( the «»]iiiitn:il a direct line fi'un their homes on (JrO'^se Isle, the boat 
Avorld and the life afl'-r death, with a familiaiity aii'l ' >u<l(lenly sank fnun sij^hi. A strong wind and rough 
confidence, with an intelli.i^ence and convji ii-)n. liia: >ia p:e\ailcd, an«I. bi-f-ire a>.>istance could reach them, 
rea.vsured and comforted even where it -s 'ini.tiinc .i-l'>n- ill nn LimmI ^vel■e drowned. ( ►n receipt of the news of 
i>hed. I''r<»m such talks, manv ^lili da'e ih'- il-iai t;:M- h'\> '^addl•ll iKath, the col!«'Lre >ocietv of which he had 
of their fear of death. ati«l the dawn .>f a -ati-fv ir.;.: aii'l I'd-n ,ui ln'ji.Med nu nibcM-. aMd the (ireat liend, Kansas, 
trustfid concej)ii.>n of the life hereafter, hort-w 1 ij ik.- Ma-'-iiir I.'hIl;.'. j a-e-i appr.ij riaie re.->olulions to the 
was a Democrat in his early lite. l)ut iM.caiiu- iiiteie-rcd memi>r\- of ilii;i iKcea-ed l»r <ther. We quote two stanzas 
in the Free-soil agitation, arul. at the tnrmalioM <.f the li"in a poem ^\lit!ell upiin the occasion of his death, by 
Kej-)ublican j>arly, became an eariu--t and limi aJvucate -i memb«'r nf tin; Michigan bar: 
of its princii)les. Hi-; life. h«»\\ev.M-, wa^. priniipa!l\ ' 
devoted xo hi- profes>.i(M), iii which l\e wa< lii;;lil\ ' 
esteemed abroad as well a- at hnme. He r«'rii-(. .j tlie 
proffered honor of a ])rofe-sor-hip in the 1 i'linr.'pathic 
College at Chicago, prefeniug the c:\\v< and j'ha^r.re- 
of practice. Hi:- death occiirrtd at Vp-ilanti, Mi-higan, 
November 16, 1.S74, on the iifty-third anni\ei-aiy of hi> 
l)irth. He had be<*n called thither l«»r c-'n^ttltation. and. 
having returned to the depot to take the last train fm 
his home, was stamliug upon the si'letrack, not antici- 
pating the switching of the train. He was sirmk b\ 
the rapidly approaching engine, and instantly kille<l. 
It is the lot of few, indeed, to leave behind them a 
more honored name, cherished with more giateful aftec- 
tion by young and old. 



*• I r.nn tlic (Ka p w.Ucrs. up the sliining strand 

I'n-« til 1>\ i;ii«r t:(l r\ «<, 
His v.!cM.l\ fct I li.ivt' r< .uluil the promised land 

Wlirii' i!if LTvcii lii-i^Iit.s arise, 
(fIuiI with imiijiirt.u ilnwcrs, unearthly bright, 
IMi'DMiii'.;^ Awd t'r.i^r.iiil in the goKlcn li£:ht 

(>f (l.i\- til, It iicMT ilii;.s. 

() p:cn;lc -■■ il! (> l:eart, so pure and bravcl 

llow i>rt, with vi«^ioM cliMr, 
'J!:\ (liii k» nril sii»hi has seen the broad wings way e« 

'J'Ih' rr_>st;il w.ills appear. 
For tlue nil sjniinil of dread the billows bore, 
But l>ioki' in music on the lovely shore 

Tli.it st'cnu»l f«>rcvcr near." 
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riK.KON, ANTHONY McREYNOLDS, of De- 
troit, was born January S, iSiS, at Stewarlstown, 
• county of Tyrone, Ireland. He was the oldest 

JUDGFON. FRFr>FRICK A., late of Detroit, son of Joseph Dudgeon and Fydia McReynolds. His 
Michigati, son of Anthony McKeynolds Dml- = father was a native of Dublin, and a prominent citizen 
^T " geon, was lM)rn in Detmit, Michigan, Mav 20. -if that locality ; his mother was a daughter of Anthony 
1S49. He j^rejiared for collide in the -^ehiMjU of hi>> Mcl\e\nold>, a leading lawyer in the courts of Dublin, 
native city; and, ha\ inn graduated at the Ingh school, ami the north of Ireland. The family were of Scotch 



Completed a cour--e of >-tiidy at the Miihi-;an I.'nivei-itv, 
wh(Mice he gra«luaied in l.S<)<). While a sludi-nl, he wa- 



I'rnte-tant origin. Mr. Dudgeon left his native country 
at the a;;e of eighteen, and came at once to Detroit, 



one of the clitor^ of thi» f.'ni:rf.<ity Mti^'ti-ine, and where, for seveial years, he was attached lo the Amcr- 
provcd himself a writer of great merit. Afti^r gradiia- I ican Fur ("ompany. He w.is afterwards successful in 
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business enterprises, and, for a number of years, was at 
the head of the firm of Dudgeon, Lewis & Graves, in 
the forwarding and commission business, at the foot of 
"Woodward avenue. Though Mr. Dudgeon was never 
an aspirant for political honors, he was elected Alder- 
man of the Fourth Ward in 1854. He became President 
of the Board of Aldermen in 1855; and, in 1858, repre- 
sented Wayne County in the State Senate, — having for 
his colleagues the late Colonel Brodhead and Mr. Barns, 
then the editor of the Detroit Tribune. The records of 
the Legislative session of 1859 bear witness that in 
sound judgment, and devotion to his official duties, Mr. 
Dudgeon had no superior, and few equals, in that body. 
In 1845, ^c married Miss Harriet Ingersoll, a daughter 
of Judge Justus Ingersoll, of Detroit. In 1855, Mr. 
Dudgeon, having prospered in business, retired from 
active life. At this time he purchased an estate, and 
erected a beautiful residence on Grosse Isle, where his 
later years were passed in the quiet enjoyments of the 
home circle, which were of a literary as well as social 
character. In 1869, on the organization of the Republic 
Insurance Company of Chicago, with a capital of five 
millions, he went to that city, assumed the duties of 
Auditor, and soon became President of the company. 
When the great fire of 187 1 terminated the business of 
the company, Mr. Dudgeon exerted himself to meet its 
large responsibilities; remaining in Chicago nearly a 
year for that purpose. In all affairs of a public or pri- 
vate character, his quick perception, united with a con- 
scientious performance of duty, commanded the esteem 
of the community in which he resided. His honorable 
and successful business career, extending over a period 
of twenty years, fitly places his name among the repre- 
sentative business men of the past generation. His 
private life was upri^^ht and exemplary, distinguished 
by many quiet and unostentatious acts of charity. He 
was a man of powerful physique, and strong constitu- 
tion; fond of out-door sports and recreations; possessing 
a genial spirit, in which was developed, to a marked 
degree, the faculty of winning and retaining friends. 
In religious belief, Mr. Dudgeon was an Episcopalian. 
His death, which was as peaceful as his life was useful, 
occurred at Grosse Isle, December 22, 1875. 




[UNXA^, HON. WILLIAM CHAMBERLAIN, 
^ of Detroit, was born in Lyons, New York, May 
^^o-^ 18, 1820. His father's family removed from 
Lyons to Rochester, New York, when he was about 
five years of age. In the latter city his earlier years 
were spent, and he received there the advantages of a 
common-school education. At the age of twenty-one, 
desiring to engage in some employment for himself, 
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which might lead him into active business, he accepted 
the position of steward on one of the passenger steamers 
then plying on the lakes, remaining until 1846, when 
he became engaged in a similar occupation on Lake 
Superior. Any one familiar with the vast commerce 
which is now seen upon Lake Superior, and who knew 
Mr. Duncan, will find it difficult to realize that he was 
present and engaged in the enterprise of taking the 
"Julia Palmer," the first side- wheel steamer that ever 
floated on the lake, across the portage of Sault Ste. 
Marie. In 1849 Mr. Duncan became a permanent 
citizen of Detroit, and engaged in the business of a 
brewer and maltster. Detroit was then a comparatively 
small city, and Mr. Duncan grew with its growth. He 
brought into business life great personal activity, strict 
devotioh to his chosen pursuits, prudence, sagacity, and 
never-failing energy. These qualities ensured his suc- 
cess, and enabled him to lay the foundation of what 
became an an^le fortune. Mr. Duncan early attracted 
the esteem of his fellow-citizens, and was pointed out 
as a suitable candidate for political preferment. He 
was elected Alderman in 1853, and served in that 
capacity five years. He was the first President of the 
Common Council, after that office was created by an 
amendment to the city charter. Mr. Duncan was 
always a Democrat, and his personal popularity and 
services to the City Council led to his nomination, in 
1 861, for the office of Mayor. To this post he was 
triumphantly elected, and served during the years 
1862^3. His administration was distinguished for care- 
ful attention to city affairs, rigid honesty, frugality, and 
his particular efforts and influence in favor of the war 
for the Union. In the fall of 1862, he was chosen as 
a State Senator from the Second District, and filled the 
office during the years 1863-64. In 1865 Mr. Duncan 
retired from active business, his impaired health requir- 
ing that he should enjoy more recreation and rest. 
From that time until his death he gave his attention to 
the management of his large estate, and was a director 
in several financial and manufacturing corporations. He 
visited Europe twice, for health and recreation. Ever 
having manifested a deep interest in the welfare and 
prosperity of Detroit, after he had retired from active 
business life his fellow-citizens did not cease to honor 
him by calling into public employment his intelligence 
and foresight. In the spring of 1873, upon the organ- 
ization of the Board of Estimates, a body which has a 
large control of the municipal expenditures, he was 
chosen a member at large. In the fall of 1873, t^e 
unanimous voice of his party selected him a second 
lime as its candidate for Mayor, but the condition of 
his health compelled him to decline. Mr. Duncan was 
a notable example of the sound and practical business 
qualities which lead to success, and of the personal 
habits and character which retain public esteem. His 
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energy, integrity, and courtesy early gave him a high 
place in the community in which he lived. His popu- 
larity never waned, and his friends indulged the hope 
that his life would be spared for still higlier duties in 
business and political life; but, in the prime of his 
manhood, the insidious destroyer terminated his useful 
life, December 19, 1877. 



UPONT, CHARLES, of Detroit, Michigan, was 
|t born February 12, 1842, in Detroit, Michigan. 
^^^^-^ He is the son of Charles and Clarissa (Simoncau) 
Dupont. His father was of French ancestry, and one of 
the early settlers of Detroit, — having resided il»ere for 
more than forty years. He received his early education 
in the public schools of his native city. At the age of 
eleven, he entered Mr. Holmes' dry-goods store as cash 
boy, and afterwards accepted a situation as roller boy 
in the Free Press office. Upon leaving this jilacc, he 
became a sailor on the old steamer •• Forest Queen," 
under Captain Cattrell. At the outbreak of ilie civil 
war, he was serving as an apprentice to \\'\< uncle in the 
drug business; and, although but seventeen years of 
age, he enlisted, as a private, in the 4ih Michigan In- 
fantry. This regiment was soon ordered to the front; 
and took part in the battles of liull Run, Vorktown, 
Williamsburg, Hanover -Court House, and Walnut 
Church. At the battle of (iaincs' Mill, Mr. Dupont 
received a bullet wound that fractured his jaw, and 
resulted in the loss of the right eye. He was left on 
the battle-field, reported killed, and was caj^ti.rcd by 
the enemy and confined in Libby prison. He was ex- 
changed four months later; jind, on returning home, at 
once engaged in raising the 13th Michigan Independent 
Battery of Light Artillery. For this service, he was 
commissioned First Lieutenant by Secretary Stanton. 
In June, 1864, he received a commission as Captain. 
When the Confederate Generals, Breckinridge and Early, 
made their raid on Washington City, Captain Dupont 
was placed in command of Fort Stevens, with a large 
body of artillery and infantry troops. During the two 
days' fight before Washington, on the iith and 12th of 
July, 1864, President Lincoln and the Cabinet viewed 
the combat from the bomb-proofs of Fort Stevens, anil 
Captain Dupont was personally complimented by the 
President on the excellence of his artillery practice. 
His battery was afterwards mounted as cavalry, in pref- 
erence to twenty-two other regular army batteries, and 
detailed to hunt guerrillas in Maryl.md and Virginia. 
After the assassination of President Lincoln, a detach- 
ment of Captain Dupont's command captured the con- 
spirators, Atzerodt and Mudd. Captain Dupont was 
mustered out of service, with his battery, July I, 1865, 



I and returned to his home in Detroit while yet in his 
minority, — having attained a distinction seldom reached 
by a mere boy. He had commanded, at one time, one 
thousand four hundred men and ever one hundred 
officers, he being the youngest of all. After leaving the 
army, he served as post-office clerk under William A. 
Howard. He then became Assistant Assessor in the 
Internal Revenue Department, under the administration 
of President Johnson. For six years, he was clerk in 
the City Assessor's office, and State collector for the 
Wheeler & Wilson Manufacturing Company. In 1874 
he was elected Register of Deeds on the Democratic 
ticket ; in the administration of this office, he so won 
the esteem and approbation of his fellow-citizens that, 
in 1876, he was again elected, for the term which expires 
in 1S79. 




:L:FFI ELD, GEORGE, D. D., of Detroit. 

^; This distinguished man, who has left his impress 
'«r^>''* upon the j>cople of Michigan to as marked an 
extent, perhaps, as any other one of its citizens, de- 
serves a much fuller history than can be condensed into 
the limits of our allotted sjiace. As a scholar, preacher, 
patriot, and friend, he was earnest and strong; and, as 
an advocate of the best interests of the people, irrespect- 
ive of rank, color, or condition, it may be safely said 
that he had no sui)erior in the State of Michigan. 
Thirty of the best years of his life were given for the 
hulMing up of sound sentiment on all questions that 
involved the highest welfare of the people; and the seed 
wliii h his brave hand sowed broadcast, not only in the 
eity of his home, but throughout the North-west, has 
borne and is still bearing abundant and precious har- 
vests. He was born in Strasburg, Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania, on the 4th day of July, 1794; and the 
spirit of his birthday's independence seemed to have 
impressed his entire life. His father, for whom he was 
named, was the son of the celebrated Rev. George Duf- 
field, of Revolutionary memory; who, in conjunction 
with nishf>p White, was Chaplain of the first Congress 
of the United States, and, at the same time, pastor of 
the Pine Street Presbyterian Church, of Philadelphia. 
His fame as a pre<acher and a fearless and eloquent ad- 
vocate of liberty is well known to all students of Amer- 
ican history. The father of the subject of this sketch 
was at one time a prominent merchant of Philadelphia, 
and, for nine years, Comptroller-General of Pennsylvania 
under the gubernatorial administration of the distin- 
guished statesman, Thomas Mackean. His son, George 
DulField, of whom we write, early showed great aptitude 
for study, and graduated with honor from the University 
of Pennsylvania, when but sixteen years of age. In June, 
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1811, he took his degree; and, in the autumn of the 
same year, entered the Theological Seminary of New 
York, then under the care of the celebrated John M. 
Mason, D. D. There he spent four years; and, on the 
20th of April, 181 5, yet lacking a few months of his 
majority, he was licensed to preach, by the Presbytery 
of Philadelphia. From that day until the day of his 
death, full three and fifty years, he continued faithfully, 
vigorously, and earnestly to preach the Gospel. In the 
year 1817, in the city of New York, he married Isabella 
Graham Bethune, daughter of D. Bethune, Esq., a promi- 
nent merchant of that city, and granddaughter of the 
widely known Isabella Graham, whose memory is still fra- 
grant in the churches of Scotland and America. The late 
George W. Bethune, D. D., the distinguished orator and 
lecturer of New York, was a brother of the lady whom 
Doctor Duffield had chosen for his wife. Doctor Duf- 
field's first settlement was at Carlisle, Pennsylvania, 
over the same Presbyterian Church which had formerly 
enjoyed the pastoral care of his grandfather. Here he 
remained a settled pastor for about nineteen years, when 
he accepted a call to the Presbyterian Church of Phila- 
delphia, formerly under the care of Thomas H. Skinner, 
D. D. His connection with this church lasted but two 
years, when he was called to the Broadway Tabernacle, 
of New York City, where he remained during the month 
of October, 1838. He then became settled j)astor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Detroit, at that time a 
large church and the only one of that denomination in 
the city. Shortly after his arrival in the Stale, he was 
appointed one of the Regents of the State University, 
where his scholarship, experienc'e in collegiate afi'airs, 
and earnest devotion to the cause of popular education, 
enabled him to do much to shape and promote the in- 
terests of this now widely known institution of learning. 
In those days, no one man did more effective service for 
our then youthful university than did Doctor Duffield, 
as the records of the institution amply disclose. The 
character of the man of whom we write was that of an 
untiring investigator after truth, both scientific and 
moral; an earnest advocate of revealed truth; a deter- 
mined and obstinate friend of liberty, civil and religious; 
a strong ally of all engaged in the cause of education 
and social reforms of every kind; and a sympathizing 
friend of the distressed in every grade of life. A man, 
unostentatious in his habits, yet of the highest culture, 
capable of leading in the most learned circles of science, 
theology or general literature, and still not ashamed to 
yield his society to the very lowliest of the poor. With 
a will which expelled all fear, even in the presence of 
overwhelming opposition, he was still as tender-hearted 
and sympathetic as a woman. He was largely verted 
in the learning of both ancient and modern languages, 
reading with ease no less than ten or twelve, and speak- 
ing several. His preaching was greatly enriched by his 



tireless researches in the mines of ancient learning, so 
that he was continually bringing before his people and 
the public treasures both new and old. The motto of 
his family, which he carried upon his seal, was broad and 
noble: Dto^ ret publica^ et amids, esto fidelis^ — **To God, 
your country, and your friends, be ever faithful." Fully 
did he appreciate its injunctions, and faithfully did he 
live up to its mandate, even to the end of his honorable 
career. On the 24th of June, 1868, while apparently in 
perfect health, and engaged in giving welcome to the 
delegates of the International Convention of the Young 
Men's Christian Association, then assembling in Detroit, 
and, when scarcely half through his address, his voice 
faltered, and, with the expression: **My head reels, I 
must slop," he fell into unconsciousness, in the arms of 
General Howard, of the United States army. He was 
l)orne to his own home, where, on the 26th of June, 
1868, he died, lamented not only by the people of the 
West, but, to a large extent, by those of the whole 
country. Among those who knew him well he will 
long be remembered as a man of great learning ; strict 
purity of life; high and holy purpose; conviction strong 
as walls of granite; and a will which, though held under 
the control of conscience and judgment, was of that 
type which we sometimes characterize as Roman; for 
scarcely in the palmiest days of Rome could there have 
been found, among patricians or plebeians, one whose 
firmness was greater than his. As a patriot, no one was 
in advance of him when the hour of danger dawned. 
Then his clarion voice was heard, waking and rallying 
the citizens to the defense of the country. When the 
national life was threatened, during the dark days of the 
civil war, he put the banner of his country into the 
hands of his two sons and sent them, at the head of a 
Michigan regiment, to the field of battle. He never, 
even in the darkest day, lost courage or hope; but, by 
speech, prayer, and personal example, inspired others 
with his own indomitable spirit. He was the stay and 
the staff of thousands of loyal hearts, for his patriotism 
was of no ordinary type; it was such as his country 
could and did rely upon ; and of the same inflexible 
character as that of his Revolutionary ancestor. In 
conclusion, we may say of Doctor Duffield, that he was 
one of those who lived *' in the age when men were 
men, and not ashamed of Heaven." 
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NUFFIELD, D. BETHUNE, Detroit, Michigan, 



son of George Duffield, D. D., and Isabella 
Graham (Bethune) Duffield, was born in Carlisle, 
Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, where he resided 
with his parents until their removal to Philadelphia in 
1S35. He early entered the prej^aratory department of 
Dickinson College, at Carlisle, and was fitted to enter 
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the Freshman Class at twelve years of age, but was ex- 
cluded under the rules which restricted applicants to 
fourteen. He early manifested a talent for languages, 
both ancient and modern, and is still regarded as one of 
the best scholars of his day; especially in Greek and 
Latin, though familiar aUo with French and German. He 
remained at school in Thiladciphia until 1S36, when he 
entered Yale College. He came to Detroit in 1839, an<l 
became, for a time, a student in the office of Bates & 
Talbut. In 1843 ^^ graduated from the Yale Law School, 
at New Haven, when still under age. The following 
year he spent in the Union Theological Seminary, of 
New York; but, his health becoming affected, he returned 
to Michigan, where, in the fall of 1843, ^^ was admitted 
to the bar. In the spring of 1844, he formed a law 
partnership with George V. N. Lothrop, which contin- 
ued until 1856; when, the latter essaying a venture into 
the political field, the partnership was dissolved, although 
the two members of it have continued in the practice of 
their profession, side by side, ever since. He was early 
elected City Attorney; and then one of the Board of 
Education, where he served with great usefulness for 
thirteen or fourteen successive vcars, in several of which 
he acted as President of the Board. During this lime, 
he recast the whole course of study in all the depart- 
ments and grades of schools, ba-^ini; his actiun upon 
careful experiment continued through a j)eriod of two 
years; his plan remained unchanged for many years 
thereafter. He is also credited with having orij^inated 
and established, not without much opposition, — though 
well supported by two or three other members of the 
Board, — the High School of Detroit. In 1855, contem- 
plating a visit to Europe, he declined re-election to the 
Board, and has never been an active member since, 
although in full sympathy with its work. After his \\ iih- 
drawal, it was proposed to name one of the school 
buildings for him, which he declined to have done ; but, 
subsequently, during his absence from the city, the 
Board gave his name to the Union Building, on Clinton 
street, which is still known as **Duftield Union Scliool." 
For a number of years he was a co-worker in the cause 
with such men as Hon. James V. Cample, Samuel Bars- 
tow, Levi Bishop, William D. Wilkins, and others 
whose names have been identified with the early history 
of the schools. Mr. Duffield still continues in the active 
practice of his profession in Detroit, and his career has ; 
been marked by industry, ability, and integrity. In 
politics, he was a Whig from the time he cast his first 
vote for Henry Clay until the formation of the Repub- 
lican party, which he at once joined, and of which he 
has since remained an active and leading member. Not 
a single Presidential campaign has passed, in which he 
has not earnestly and elorjuently advocated his party 
candidates, freely giving his time and service to the 
work. He was especially active during the war in sup- 



port of the Government, and the cause of the Union. 
He has, however, persistently refused to participate in 
the struggle of State or national politics, preferring to 
follow his profession. In addition to the labors incident 
to a large professional practice, Mr. Duffield finds oppor* 
tunity to lend a helping hand to almost every work that 
has for its object the welfare of the masses. He has ever 
been an active friend of Sunday-schools, particularly, of 
mission schools, of which he was one of the earliest advo* 
cates. He has lately devoted himself earnestly to the work 
of the *'Red Ribbon" movement, having been chosen 
its first President, and enjoyed not only the respect, but 
tlie sincere affection of its eight thousand members. He 
has also lately originated and caused to be incorporated 
what is known as '* The People's Tabernacle ** of Detroit; 
an association de^igned to give the poor the privilege of 
a free Church and free Gospel. All sectarianism is abso- 
lutely excluded from the scheme by the terms of its 
articles; and, suNtained by some of the most prominent 
citizens, it is fullillinj; admirably the purpose designed by 
its incoiporalors. Mr. Duffield enjoys, not only through* 
out our State, but throughout the East and West, a rep- 
utation for hii^h culture in M/es-/t'//rrs;haiying been clsLSsted 
as early as iS(»o among the prominent poets of the West. 
In Coggesliall's volume, entitled /V*7j and Poetry of 
the H\s/, the author says: "His poems, while often 
more the result of spontaneous expression than elaborate 
labor, evince a degree of poetical talent which promises 
eminence among tlie writers of the North-west, if not a 
still wilier sphere." Not a few of his fugitive pieces 
have been j)ublisheil in the various Eastern collections 
of poetry ; some \\ ithout his name, others with his initials 
merely, \\ hile others are openly credited to him. He 
was, while (juite a youth, a contributor to the magazine, 
published by Willis Gaylord Clark, known as the Knick^ 
t'Hfocker; and has continued not unfrequently to write 
for others of later date. Though often solicited, he has 
firmly refused to publish his poems, and the only ones 
which appear in print are the few gathered in the work 
already mentioned. His ** National Centennial Poem," 
written for and delivered at the -celebration of July 
4, 1876, in Detroit, is preserved in the volume, Afichi* 
^an and the Centennial^ compiled and published in that 
year, by S. B. McCracken. With his professional brethren, 
Mr. Duffield has always stood in the front rank; as well 
for legal attainments as for industry and fidelity, and for 
that high professional courtesy which is equally charac- 
teristic of the true legal gentleman. Among the eminent 
members of the Detroit bar, there are many who are his 
seniors in years; but, as Secretary of the Bar Associa- 
tion for some years past, he has held a position next to 
its President, who is chosen from among the oldest and 
most distinguished of its members. In his professional 
labors he is prompt, punctual, clear, and decisive, and 
is a constant worker; his literary labors forming an 
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agreeable pastime. His intellectual traits and habits 
follow the law of descent, as he represents the fourth 
generation in our American annals, distinctly in the line 
of professional life; his grandfather, Rev. George Duf- 
field, having been Chaplain of the Continental Congress, 
and one of the prominent and eloquent advocates of 
liberty in the city of Philadelphia, during the war of 
the Revolution. 
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MMONS, H. H., late of Detroit, was born in 
New York; and, after acquiring the rudiments of 
a good education at the common schools, he 
became an assistant in the office of his father, who was 
the editor of a paper. He studied law; was admitted 
to the bar of that State; and soon afterwards settled in 
Detroit, where his father was already located as a lawyer, 
and with whom he became associated in the practice of 
their profession, about the year 1840. In 1843 ^^^ father 
died, and, in the year following, Joseph A. Van Dyke 
became his law partner. Although devoted to his pro- 
fession, in which he had an extensive practice, he j^aid 
some attention to politics. He acquired distinction, 
during a period of commotion in Detroit, by defending 
the right of an American Protestant clergyman to preach 
against Catholicism, Irish repeal, temperance, or secret 
societies, or whatever he conscientiously believed to be 
injurious to the welfare — temporal or eternal — of his 
fellow-citizens. In 1853 his health became soinewliat 
impaired by application to business, and he partially 
retired from active professional life; although his services 
were yet in frequent demand by the railroad companies 
of the State, whose business he had made a specialty. 
Early in 1870 he was appointed, by the President, Circuit 
Judge for the State of Michigan. He died in 1877. 
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•D WARDS, WILLIAM SHERMAN, of Detroit, 
was born at Ephratah, Fulton County, New 
York, August 23, 1835, and is the third son of 
Henry and Elizabeth (Cook) Edwards. His great- 
grandfather, Tallmadge Edwards, was the founder of 
the glove business, at Gloversville, New York, which 
has since reached great magnitude, and has resulted in 
the growth of a prosperous town, from which comes 
the chief supply of this article to the whole continent. 
His other great-grandfather, from whom he derives his 
name, was a Sherman of New Lebanon, New York, and 
a relative of Senator John, and General William T., 
Sherman. His grandfather, John Edwards, was a mem- 
ber of the Twenty-fifth Congress, which Benton ( Thirty 
Years? View, Vol. XL, page 29) declared to be the ablest 
body of the kind that ever assembled as a Congress. The 
mother of William S. Edwards, a true type of a noble 



Christian womanhood, is a daughter of Casper B. Cook, 
who was a Captain in the war of the Revolution. 
Henry Edwards, the father of our subject, was exten- 
sively engaged in farming, milling, and manufacturing, 
at Ephratah, and was known as the most prominent and 
successful business man in that section of the country. 
William Edwards attended school in his native village, 
improving every opportunity for study with a keen 
relish, until sixteen years of age; when, his father 
having become Director in a projected railroad from 
Troy to Utica, he engaged as Assistant Engineer. After 
the survey was completed, he returned home, with the 
intention of pursuing his studies further, contemplating 
teaching school to defray his expenses, but his father 
pursuaded him to remain at home, considering his 
>ervices peculiarly valuable in assisting him to super- 
intend the details of his business; although he never 
received any remuneration for his services, and in all 
his subsequent career had to depend upon his own 
resources. He attended Union College, taking a Civil 
Engineering course; but, before completing his studies, 
his father met with severe losses by fire, and William, 
against his inclination, was compelled to return home 
to assist him in business. He still desired to renew his 
studies; and, his father having yielded to his wish, he 
was about to do so, when an application was made to 
him to defend a man for assault with intent to kill. 
This he performed ably, the result being an acquittal. 
The event suggested to him the idea of following the 
legal profession; and, in due time, he entered the State 
and National Law School at Poughkeepsie, remaining 
one term. He completed his studies at the Albany Law 
School, where he was admitted to the bar after an ex- 
amination before the Supreme Court. He removed to 
Hillsdale, Michigan, May I, 1858, and there entered the 
office of Judge Wilson, for the study of common law 
practice; and, in August following, was admitted to 
practice in Michigan. He soon after formed a co- 
partnership with Judge Stacy, which continued for five 
years. For the next two years, he was in partnership 
with James S. Galloway, under the firm name of Ed- 
wards & Galloway. In 1865 he married Hattie J. Van 
Evra, of Canajohairc, New York. In 1873 ^^ removed 
to Detroit, where he had already obtained a large prac- 
tice in the United States Courts and others, which soon 
required the services of several assistants. In 1874 he 
established a branch ofiige at Grand Rapids, under the 
name of Edwartls & Thompson; this continued two 
years, and was succeeded by Edwards & Doran, which 
firm is still in existence. In February, 1878, he formed 
a copartnership, in Detroit, with F. H. Chambers, ex- 
Prosecuting Attorney, under the firm name of Edwards 
& Chambers. He has made chancery, real estate prac- 
tice, and collections, throughout the Stales of Michigan, 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, a specialty. He acts as 
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attorney for some of the largest mercantile houses in 
the country, in claims aggregating hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars.. He is a member of the Masonic Fra- 
ternity, and has been presiding officer in the Lodge, 
Chapter, Council, and Commandery; and, in the Stale, 
has been District Deputy Grand Master, and Thrice 
Illustrious Grand Master. He was brought up under 
the influence of the Reformed Church, but has since 
become a member of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
in which he is an active worker. He has held the 
official positions of vestryman, warden, treasurer, and 
secretary, and has been a delegate to the State Conven- 
tion for years. He has never held public office; but, 
being located in the banner county of the Republican 
party in Michigan, and having been Chairman of the 
Democratic County Committee many years, and a dele- 
gate to two National and several State Conventions, he 
has often been called upon to defend Democratic j^rin- 
ciples; and has always done it in a frank, honorable, 
and consistent manner. During the la>t campaij;n, he 
did effective work both in Michigan and New York; 
and wherever he appeared, his speeches rcccive<l the 
highest commendations from the press, rc^'anllos of 
party feeling, because of the candid and fair presen- 
tation of the political situation. He has ma«le the 
political history of the country the subject of much 
thought, pursuing it with the same zeal that a scien- 
tist does a favorite study. In the language of one i»f 
his friends, "he is a perfect enc\cK>]KL(lia of political' 
knowledge." He has an earnest and convincing de- 
livery, and his speeches appeal directly to the reason 
and judgment. He is an enthusiastic admirer of 
Shakspeare, and takes much pleasure in reading to 
his friends selections from the great poet's works. 
Close application to business, an earnest and conscien- 
tious study of his clients' interests, and a methodical 
arrangement of all details of his practice, have been 
the secrets of his success, and entitle him to a position 
among the self-made men of his State. His life illus- 
trates forcibly to young men what concentration of 
purpose, together with indomitable perseverance and 
pluck, will accomplish. In personal appearance, he i> 
above the average height, of strong physique, sharply 
cut features, with a decidedly intellectual cast of coun- 
tenance, indicating strong will-power. 




'.■ARNSWORTH, HON. ELON, one of Detroit^ 
I-' oldest citizens, was born at Woodstock, Ver- 



mont, February 2, 1799; and died March 24, 
1S77, aged seventy eij^hi years. Although be- 
longing to a past generation, the nan)e of Chancellor 
Farnsworth was almost as familiar to the younger por- : 
tion of the community as to those who knew him during ^ 



his prime ; and the former class will mourn his death as 
sincerely as the latter. His history is largely the history 
of Michigan, for he was closely identified with many of 
its most important interests. His father, a farmer in 
moderate circumstances, gave him what was then con- 
sidered a good education in the New England schools. 
His thirst for knowledge was remarkable; and, with 
commendable courage and thoroughness, he surmounted 
all obstacles. He always retai-ned the habit of study; 
and during the most active part of his professional career 
was a constant reader. He removed to Detroit in 1822, 
being then twenty-three years old, and began the study 
of law with Judge Sibley. When that distinguished 
gentleman was appointed to the Territorial bench, Mr. 
Farnsworth was enabled to continue his studies with 
Mr. Whitney, who had been Judge Sibley*s partner. 
Mr. Farnsworth became a very able lawyer; and, upon 
the death of Mr. Whitney, succeeded to the business of 
the oflfice. His fame rose rapidly, and, when still a 
young man, his professional opinions were considered 
of great weight. Indeed, he was looked upon as almost 
infallible in legal matters. He reached conclusions by 
a process which those who knew him superficially called 
intuition; but he was an indefatigable worker, and 
never ga\e an o]>inion involving a difficult legal question 
until he had exhausted all available sources of knowl- 
edge. His extraordinary memory here stooil him in 
good stead, and his methodical habit of thought, which 
had been cuhi\ated in early life, enabled him to ac- 
C(jmp]ish a large amount of work in a short time. In 
1S30 he marrieil Miss Blake, of Vermont. His first 
public position was as a member of the Legislative 
council of the Territory of Michigan. His election to 
that office look place in 1834, when the Council held its 
sessions in the building now known as the High School. 
Shortly after the expiration of his term, he entered into 
partnership with Judge Goodwin, and the firm became 
one of the most extensive in the North-west. On the 
organization of the State Government, in 1836, Mr. 
Farnsworth was appointed Chancellor of the State; and 
.served until 1843, when the precarious condition of his 
health obliged him to resign. Chancellor Kent, in the 
fourth ^olume of his commentaries, .says: **The admin- 
istration of justice in equity in Michigan, under Chan- 
cellor Farnsworth, was enlightened and correct, and 
does distinguished honor to the State." His learning, 
interest in public affairs, capacity for government, and 
irrepressible activity, were qualities of too great value to 
permit him to remain in retirement; and he was very 
soon prevailed upon, by Governor Barry, to take an 
appointment as Attorney-General. That office he held 
two years. In 1 839 he was the Democratic nominee for 
(jovernor. Some idea of the high esteem in which he 
was held, may be formed from the fact that even the 
opposition journals paid him very high tributes. How^ 
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ever, partisanship was rampant then, ns in later cam- 
paigns, and, though he made a gallant fight, William 
Woodbridge was elected by a majority of eleven hundred 
votes. Chancellor Farnsworth was ex officio Regent of 
the University of Michigan from 1836 to 1843. He was 
Regent by appointment from 1846 to 1850, and by 
re-appointment until 1852, when he became Regent by 
popular election, remaining in the position until 1858. 
It will thus be seen that he held the office of Regent 
continuously from 1836 to 1858, except from 1843 to 
1846, his whole actual service covering a period of nine- 
teen years. To say that he filled the office ably and 
faithfully is to acknowledge indifferently the value of 
his services to the University, and, indirectly, to the 
educational system of the State; now grown to such 
proportions as to engage the attention of European and 
even Asiatic countries. It was chiefly through his influ- 
ence that Doctor Tappan was called to the Presidency 
of the University. More than this need not be said in 
proof of his inestimable services. When the Michigan 
Central Railroad Company, was organized, in 1846, Mr. 
Farnsworth was chosen resident Director, in which 
capacity he served about twenty years. A significant 
circumstance in this connection is the fact that he was 
the only Director of that road who ever received a 
salary. He became President of the Detroit Savings 
Bank in 1849, and held the position at the time of his 
death. Mr. Farnsworth visited Europe in 1855, having 
been sent thither by the Sault Canal Company to nego- 
tiate a sale of its lands; but the Crimean War affected 
the financial affairs of Europe at that time, and his 
mission was not wholly successful. He was a prominent 
member of St. Paul's Episcopal Church from the time 
of its organization. For several years he limited his 
work to the duties imposed upon him as President of 
the Savings Bank ; and these engaged his attention daily 
until about three months before his death. Despite 
advancing years, Mr. Farnsworth kept himself thor- 
oughly abreast of the literature and history of the times; 
and lost none of his interest in public affairs. He was 
fond of taking daily drives in and around the city, 
whose steady growth he watched with pleasure. He 
visited the Centennial Exposition in 1876. While in 
Philadelphia he took a cold, which hastened his death. 
Shortly after his return home, he was visited by a 
renewed attack of a complicated disease of the kidneys, 
from which he had long been a sufferer; but his good 
constitution, unimpaired by any bad habits, enabled 
him to resist its force, and gave his friends encourage- 
ment to hope that he might be restored to his usual 
vigor. Changeable weather, however, affected him un- 
favorably, and a congestive chill suddenly overpowered 
him. He soon lapsed into a state of unconsciousness, 
and thus passed away. At a meeting of the Detroit 
Bar Association, in honor of his death, a committee 



was appointed, and a suitable memorial presented. The 
following members of the bar constituted the committee: 
Levi Bi:»hop, Theodore Romeyn, Alfred Russell, Robert 
P. Toms, and A. B. Maynard. The following gentlemen 
spoke in warm eulogy of the deceased : Theodore 
Romeyn, Hovey K. Clarke, Alfred Russell, Sylvester 
Lamed, G. V. N. Lothrop, Levi Bishop, and William 
P. Wells. After the resolutions had been adopted, the 
bar adjourned to attend the funeral in a body. Mr. 
Farnsworth was universally esteemed. By his immediate 
circle of friends he was well beloved and will be affec- 
tionately remembered. He was polished in manner, 
treating every one with consideration. He was neat 
almost to fastidiousness, giving scrupulous care to 
his dress. This did not grow out of vanity, for he 
did not possess this weakness, but was the result of a 
conscientious belief that neatness of person is a social 
duty. It was impossible to resist the genial atmosphere 
of his home presence. In every room he had builded 
an altar, and adored his household ^ds with a feeling 
of mingled love and veneration. The worth of such an 
example is incomparable; and, if Elon Farnsworth had 
left no other bequest, his exaltation of home would 
remain a lasting monument to his goodness and gentle- 
ness of heart. His aged wife and one daughter, Mrs. 
William F. Harrison, survive; his eldest daughter, Mrs. 
General O. B. Wilcojt, died several years ago. 
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ERGUSON, ERALSY, of Detroit, was bom in 
Oneida County, New York. When quite young, 
he removed with his parents to Canada. In 



1S26 they removed to Monroe, Michigan; and, 
after about a year, to Detroit. For several years, his 
father kept a small hotel on Woodward avenue, near 
the river, and Mr. Ferguson well remembers the crafts 
arriving at this port, among them the first steamboat, 
•* Walk-in-the- Water," which plied between Detroit and 
Buffalo. A small sail-boat served as ferry between De- 
troit and Canada, and was called to and from each 
shore by a horn. This was succeeded by a horse-power 
boat, propelled by side- wheels, and used principally for 
ferrying teams. Besides this, a small craft, propelled 
by steam, the hull consisting of two logs dug out and 
joined together, was used for passengers. This was the 
beginning of the ferry business between Detroit and the 
Canada shore. 'In 1829 his father settled on a farm in 
Oakland County, owned by Hon. James Witherell, 
who was then Lieutenant-Governor of the Territory of 
Michigan. After remaining with his father on the farm 
for two years, Mr. Ferguson returned to Detroit, enter- 
ing the service of Hon. James Witherell, who resided 
on the Witherell farm, near the bank of the Detroit 
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River. He worked upon this farm until about the year 
1838, reserving two or three months of each winter for 
attendance at the old Detroit Academy, siti^ated on the 
north-west corner of Lamed and Bates streets. About 
the year 1837, Mr. Witherell's farm, situated one mile 
from the City Hall, having a river frontage of twenty- 
five rods, and extending three miles in length, was 
sold for thirty thousand dollars. The purchasers were 
not able to make good their contract; and, after his 
death, in 1838, the farm reverted to Mr. Wiiherell's 
heirs. On the occasion of the sale, Mr. Ferguson, with 
the family of Mr. WithercU, removed to a house facing 
Campus Martius, on the site now occupied by the De- 
troit Opera-house, and remained with the family until 
after Mr. Witherell's death. Preceding this event, Mr. 
Ferguson had received from Mr. Witherell eighty acres 
of wild land, in Oakland County, in consideration of 
his faithful services during seven years. In the winter 
of 1839, he commenced the work of clearing it, but, 
after two months df hard labor, abandonel the i lea of 
becoming a farmer, and returned to Detroit, where he 
engaged in driving teams. During the "liard-cider 
campaign,"' of 1840, he hauled from the woo.U many 
of the logs used in the construction of the "log-cabin," 
on Jefferson avenue, near Randolph street, which served ' 
as the political head-quarters of the Whigs during that 
campaign. In the followin;^ winter, he made three 
journeys, with his team ami wa^'^n, from Detroit to 
Chicago, conveying the pa^scngc^s and freight saved 
from a Chicago-bound steamboat, which was parti. | 
"wrecked on Lake Huron late in the season. Kach of | 
these journeys occupied from nineteen to twenty-six 
days. In September, 1844, Mr. Ferguson entered the 
employment of the Michigan Central Railroad as a 
night-watchman, receiving seven shillings per night for 
his services. At that time, the road was operated and 
owned by the State, the depot being where the C'ity 
Hall now stands. Railroads were then in their infancy 
in Michigan, the western terminus of this road being 
at Kalamazoo. In 1847, the State sold the road, and 
the company extended it, that year, to New Buffalo; to 
Michigan City, in 1848; and to Chicago, in 1849. Mr. 
Ferguson, having served faithfully as night-watchman 
for a time, became, successively, baggageman, freight 
conductor, passenger conductor, as such having charge 
of the passenger train that ran into Chicago over the 
road ; and, finally, depot and train-master at Detroit, | 
resigning the latter po>ition January i, 1875, ^^^^^ ^^^^ '. 
thirty years' connection with the road. Some three 
years previous to his resignation, at the request of Hon. 
James F. Joy, President of the railroad company, he 
engaged in the truck transfer business, in the delivery 
of freights, which increased to such an extent as to 
demand his entire time, thus compelling him to retire 
from the employment of the company. He has since 



continued the management of this business. In the fall 
of 1877 he became one of the proprietors of the Cass 
Hotel, with Mr. H. R. Johnson as partner. Mr. Fer- 
guson has always been a hard-working man, faithful and 
diligent in his services. By a wise management of his 
financial affairs, he has acquired a competency for 
himself and family. In 1837 Mr. Ferguson was com- 
missioned First Lieutenant of a militia company, by 
Governor Mason, the first Governor of the State. Dur- 
ing the ** Patriot War," in the following winter and 
spring, his company was called into the service of the 
General Government to guard the Canadian frontier and 
the United States arsenal at Dearborn ; and, also, to 
subdue the *• Patriots," then in rebellion against the 
Canadian Government. The troops were under the 
command of Colonel Brookes, of the United States 
army. Mr. Ferguson has been a Whig, and is now a 
Republican; but has never been a politician or office- 
holder. He was married at Detroit, in 1842, to Miss 
Nancy Can field. They have four children. Mr. Fer- 
guson has witnessed the growth of the city of Detroit, 
from a village possessing a population of two thousand, 
or even less, to its present large proportions. Having 
spent his youth and early manhood in that city, he was 
associated with its Fire Department before a hand fire- 
engine had been secured — at the time when firemen 
used the old leathern-buckets in extinguishing fires. 
Mr. Ferguson had frequently joined in line to pass 
buckets of water from the river to burning buildings. 
After ihj introduction of engines, he was a member of 
the Fire Department for several years, and was foreman 
of the company formed, among the employes of the 
Michigan Central Railroad, to protect their property. 
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,-^^ERRY, D. M., of Detroit, Michigan, was born 
n\k in Lowville, Lewis County, New York, in 1833. 
(rV"j| His parents, Joseph N. and Lucy (Mason) 
v^>i^^ Ferry, were of Puritan ancestry, natives of 
Massachusetts. Dexter Mason, the father of Mrs. Ferry, 
represented the Berkshire District, in the Legislature at 
Boston, for several terms. Joseph N. Ferry was a 
wagon-maker; he died in 1836; and, shortly after, the 
family removed to Penfield, Monroe County, New York. 
rhere Mr. D. M. Ferry commenced life, on his own 
account, in 1 849. He worked for a farmer, at ten dol- 
lars a month, spending two summers in this way, while 
his winters were employed in studying at the district 
school. His desire to obtain a thorough, practical edu- 
cation induced him to secure a situation with a gentle- 
man of means, near Rochester, that he might avail 
himself of the benefit of more advanced schooU. In 
1852, through the assistance of his employer, he pro- 
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cured a position in the wholesale and retail bookstore 
of S. D. Elwood & Co., of Detroit, where he was 
advanced, from errand-boy to salesman, and, finally, to 
book-keeper. In 1856 he entered the seed business, 
on his own account, and was one of the organizers 
of the firm of M. T. Gardner & Co. After a few 
years, Mr. Ferry purchased Mr. Gardner's interest, 
and took his place at the head of the firm of D. M. 
Ferry & Co. By matchless energy and enterprise, Mr. 
Ferry has established, from a small beginning, an 
immense business, which extends into all parts of the 
Union, and furnishes employment to hundreds. Mr. 
Ferry is a member of the City Board of E.stimates. He 
is one of the Directors of the Wayne County Savings 
Bank; of the Safe Deposit Company; and of the Ameri- 
can District Telegraph Companji. He is also a Trustee 
of Harper Hospital and of Olivet College. He owns 
a controlling interest in the National Pin Company, 
which he established in 1875. and is its President 
and I'rcasurer. This factory gives employment, dur- 
ing the entire year, to over seventy-five hands. His 
main object in starting this branch of industry, in De- 
troit, was to assist in giving impetus to the manufactur- 
ing interests of the West. Mr. Ferry is a Republican. 
He was educated in the Baptist faith, and united with 
that church when quite young. At present, he is a 
trustee of a Congregational Church. He is strongly 
opposed to extreme sectarianism. He has traveled 
extensively, in the way of business, through the greater 
part of the United States. In 1876 he made an extended 
pleasure tour, crossing the Rocky Mountains, and visit- 
ing California. Mr. Ferry is a practical man ; he pos- 
sesses great force of character; plain, unassuming 
manners, and remarkable executive ability. His benev- 
olence extends to all worthy objects; and he especially 
delights in assisting those who are willing to help them- 
selves. The names of few business men in the North- 
west have become so familiarly and so favorably known. 
He married, on the 1st of October, 1867, Addie E. 
Miller, of Unadilla, Otsego County, New York. They 
have four children. 




■lELD, GEORGE L., Dentist, of Detroit, Mich- 
igan, is of English parentage, and was born in 
the year 1835. His father, Rev. George Field, 
pastor of the New Jerusalem Church, sometimes 
known as the Swedenborgian, removed from New York 
lo Michigan, in 1838. In 1850 he removed with his 
family to St. Louis, Missouri, where Mr. George Field 
was regularly apprenticed to learn the profession of 
dental surgery with Dr. C. W. Spalding, acknowledged 
lo be the leading dentist of that city. After the close 
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of his engagement, Mr. Field entered into a partnership 
with Doctor Durham; but, owing to the ill health of 
each, the association was only continued for a few 
months. Doctor Field, whose health had failed from 
too close confinement to a dental laboratory, decided to 
seek a locality where he could practice his profession 
without too much confinement to in-door life. He went 
to the western part of the State; and, after visiting 
several towns, settled in Hunlsville, Randolph County, 
remaining there a few years. Feeling convinced that 
the place would never be of sufficient importance to 
enable him to gain the practice he desired, he left 
lluntsville in the winter of 1857. His intentions were 
to go to Dubuque, Iowa, on a visit to some relatives; 
and, at the same time, to endeavor to secure an opening 
for the practice of his profession. Upon reaching Men- 
doia, Illinois, he discovered that he could proceed no 
farther on his journey, the roads being completely 
blocked with snow. Not caring to return to llunts- 
ville, he concluded to go on to Chicago. There he re- 
mained several days ; at the end of this time, his means 
were exhausted, and he had found no chance of enter- 
ing into business. He then decided to go to Detroit, to 
which city his parents had removed two years before. 
Wondering how he could carry out this plan, he sud- 
denly remembered the name of a gentleman with whom 
his father was acquainted; and, seeking him, introduced 
himself, frankly told him how he was situated, and asked 
and received the loan of ten dollars. He then returned 
to Detroit, after an absence of seven years. Although 
intending to remain only a short time, he was induced to 
engage there in the practice of his profession. He bor- 
rowed seventy-five dollars from his father; and, out of 
the amount, returned the ten dollars borrowed in Chi- 
cago. This left but sixty-five dollars to furnish an office, 
and commence business. His office was not such as 
would prove an attraction ; the city was well supplied 
with competent dentists, and the populace was extremely 
conservative; but Doctor Field was young and deter- 
mined to succeed. By strict attention to business, and 
a thorough knowledge of the profession, he was soon 
enabled to gain the confidence of the people, and he has 
now a first-class practice, with one of the most com- 
pletely fitted and elegantly furnished dental parlors in 
the United States. His income has reached several 
thousand dollars per year. Doctor Field takes a deep 
interest in the advancement of his profession, and has 
been a member of the Michigan State Dental Society 
for nineteen years, — having held all the prominent 
offices. He has been an officer of the American Dental 
Association, which is acknowledged to outrank all other 
dental bodies in the world. He has also been elected 
an honorary member of several other dental societies, — 
having received the title of D. D. S. from the Ohio 
Dental College, of Cincinnati. In field sports, such as 
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base-ball, shooting, fishing, and rowing, he has always 
taken a lively intercht. Doctor Field was one of the 
originators of the Detroit and Lake St. Clair Fishing 
and Shooting Club, and was elected Chairman of the 
first Board of Directors, which position he held for four 
years. The club passed a series of resolutions, thank- 
ing him for services rendered ; and directing that the 
said resolutions be engrossed, framed, and presented to 
Doctor Field ; and, also, that he be elected honorary life 
member of the club. Both of these honors were de- 
clined, however, as he did not wish any display in the 
way of engrossed resolutions, and preferred being an 
active member, if connected with the club in any way. 
In his political views. Doctor Field was formerly a Dem- 
ocrat; but of late years, he has become a member of 
the Republican party. He is not a strong parti?>an, 
however, never having voted a straight ticket. In 1861 
he married Miss Sarah A. Folsom, daughter of Simeon 
Folsom, a prominent wool broker, of Detroit. Doctor 
Fields has one daughter, Jessie, who is fourteen years 
of age. 




*ARRAND, JACOB SHAW, Wholesale Drug- 
gist, of Detroit, was born in Meiitz, Cayujja 
County, New York, May 7, r8i5. He removed 
with his parents to Detroit, Michigan, in May, 
1825; and, in the fall of the same year, to Ann Arbor. 
He passed most of his boyhood on a farm; but, during 
a portion of the time, carried the mail on horseback 
between Ann Arbor and Detroit, and spent one year in 
Lord & Denton's drug store, at Ann Arbor. February 
5, 1830, he became clerk in the drug store of Rice & 
Bingham, in Detroit. In 1841 he was a])pointed Deputy 
Collector of the port of Detroit, — Colonel Edward Brooks 
being the Collector, — and held the office until 1845. ^^^ 
is President of the First National Bank, and of the 
Michigan Mutual Life Insurance Company; Treasurer 
of the Detroit Cas-light Company; a Director of the 
Detroit Fire and Marine Insurance Company, and of 
the Wayne County Savings Bank ; a Trustee of Harper 
Hospital; a member of the B ard of Water Commis- 
sioners of Detroit ; and a Trustee of the North-western 
Theological Seminary. For a number of years, he was 
a member of the Police Commissioners, being President 
of that body during the entire term of his service. He 
has served as a member of the Common Council for 
four years; and has been a member of the Detroit Board 
of Education for eight years. He is the senior partner 
in the firm of Farrand, Williams & C'o., wholesale drug- 
gists, who occupy the largest building, for such purposes, 
in the United States, and ( rrry on a very extensive busi- 
ness, amounting to upwards of one million dollars per 
year. Mr. Fan and has been a ruling eliler in the First 



Presbyterian Church of Detroit since 1856. He was • 
commissioner to the General Assembly which met at 
Dayton, Ohio, in 1863; at New York, in 1869; and at 
Detroit, in 1873. He took a prominent part in the 
action that brought about the union of the old and new 
school Presbyterians, — having been a member of the 
Joint Committee on Reunion appointed by the assem- 
blies in 1866; and, also, of the Committee of Conference 
on the same subject appointed by the assemblies in 
1869. He was on the Committee for the Reorganization 
of the Board of Domestic Missions; and, for many 
years, was receiving agent in Detroit for the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. He was 
President of the Wayne County Bible Society; and is 
Chairman of the Sabbath Committee in Detroit. In 
July, 1877, he was a delegate to the Presbyterian Alli- 
ance held at Edinburgh, Scotland. Mr. Farrand was an 
oKl-line Whig until the organization of the Republican 
party, when he became a member of that body. 




lELD, HON. MOSES W., of Detroit, was born 
^ in Watertown, New York, February 10, 1828. 
^ He is the second son of William and Rebecca 
'*' ^ Fiehl. His father, a man of high moral char^ 
acter, was a farmer and shoe minufacturer. His mother 
was di^tingui^hcvl for the interest she took in the educa- 
tion of her cliildren. Upon the removal of the family 
to Cato, Cayuga County, Mr. Field was .sent to the 
Victor Academy, from which he graduated with dis- 
tinction. To qualify himself for business life, he 
became clerk in his father's store, of which he soon 
received the entire charge. Not satisfied with the oppor- 
tunities afforded by a village, he started for the* then 
far West. Arriving at Detroit, Michigan, in June, 
1844, he obtained employment in a large mercantile 
house, in which, after a few months, he was promoted; 
and finally became the head of the establishment. 
During this time, he also engaged in farming, manu- 
facturing, and shipping, in each of which he was. pros- 
perous. Mr. Field has taken a prominent part in 
public affairs. In 1863 he wai elec:ed Alderman, 
which position he occupied two term>. In 1S72 he was 
elected to the House of Representative^; and, from his 
seat there, made an able speech on the currency ques- 
tion. In this speech, he took the ground that panics 
are wholly unnecessary, and are the results of the per- 
nicious legislation of Congress in relation to the cur- 
rency and finances of the nation. In April, 1874, ho 
made another speech upon the same subject, in reply to 
the arguments which had been presented by those in 
favor of specie resumption; and, subsequently, made 
an elaborate speech on the tariff question, which was 
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highly approved by the press. In 1876 Mr. Field was 
chiefly instrumental in organizing the third party, known 
as the Independent Greenback party. He called for 
the National Convention at Indianapolis, Indiana, May 
17, 1876, at which Peter Cooper was nominated for 
President of the United States. Mr. Field is an earnest 
advocate of a high protective tariff, and a sound paper 
currency, issued solely by the Government, in volume 
Kufiicient to meet the demands of trade. In early life 
he was a Whig ; he afterwards supported the Free-soil 
movement; and, in i860, voted for Mr. Lincoln. He 
continued to act with the Republican party until that 
party abandoned its pledged financial principles of 1868. 
In the spring of 1873, Mr. Field withdrew from active 
commercial pursuits. He now resides on his farm. 
Linden Lawn, in the township of Hamtramck, a 
suburb of Detroit. In 1875 ^^ S^^^ ^fty &cres of land 
to. the city of Detroit, to be converted into a park. 
Linden Park affords an illustration of his liberality to 
his adopted city. In February, 1858, Mr. Field mar- 
ried Miss Mary Kercheval, daughter of Hon. Benjamin 
B. Kercheval, one of the pioneers of the State. 




'ROST, MILTON, Manufacturer, of Detroit, 
was born in Cheshire County, New Hampshire, 
April 30, 1823. His grandfather, a Colonel in 
the Revolution, was regularly admitted a mem- 
ber of the Washington Benevolent Society, instituted in 
the city of New York, on the 12th day of July, 1808. 
He was a very prominent man in his locality, and 
represented his district in the State Legislature at 
Several different times. Mr. Frost's father was an officer 
in the War of 1812. He lived to the age of three score 
years and ten, and was a successful agriculturist and a 
very worthy citizen. Mr. Frost's early education was 
limited, and obtained under disadvantages; as he had 
the benefit of only the common schools, and, what were 
termed in those days, in New England, academies. At 
the early age of seventeen years, he was apprenticed to 
a manufacturing 6rm, receiving, as compensation for 
his services, the meager sum of fifty dollars a year. 
This business was of a general nature, embracing 
wooden-ware as one of its branches, in which Mr. Frost 
was, in after life, so successful. At the age of twenty, 
he was admitted as a partner in the firm, — a great event 
in his early history. After a time, for a better and 
larger field for the increase of his business, Mr. Frost 
removed to Fitchburg, Massachusetts, at that time the 
terminus of the railroad. Here he engaged exten- 
sively in manufacturing and jobbing goods, in which he 
was very successful, and accumulated a large amount 
of property. During th6 years of 1855-56, he established 



an upholstery, furniture, and wooden-ware business in 
Detroit, Michigan, which proved to be very prosperous. 
He had a large trade throughout the West, and passed 
safely through the financial crisis of 1857, notwithstand- 
ing he suffered from many losses. Several years after, 
he sustained a loss of the entire manufactory by fire; 
but, being so firmly and advantageously established, he 
struggled on, and has been enabled to weather all these 
storms. His very large and increasing business em- 
braces the manufacturing of a large amount -of lumber, 
as well as the manufacture of almost every article in the 
wooden-ware line, of which large shipments are made all 
over the country. Although personally superintending 
every detail of his extensive manufactory, he has been 
called to official position, having held various city offices, 
and is now a member of the Board of Estimates. Since 
the fire above mentioned he has discontinued the manu- 
facture of furniture, and has greatly enlarged and 
increased his lumber and wooden-ware business, until 
to-day his goods find a market, not only all over the 
United States, but large shipments have been made to 
foreign countries. As may be readily inferred from this 
brief record, Mr. Frost is a man whose enterprise no 
difficulties can discourage. With a tenacity of purpose 
as rare as it is admirable, he seems to possess that pecu- 
liar faculty of molding circumstances to suit his ends, 
rather than being molded by them. His business is 
conducted with systematic exactness, and no man has 
ever known him to fail in fulfilling an obligation. Truly 
self-made in every sense of the term, he depreciates his 
own abilities, and is unassuming in his demeanor, as 
well as persevering in a course which he decides to be 
right. He was married, at Fitchburg, November 4, 
1846, to Miss Annie Ashworth. She died May 26, 1874, 
leaving one child, a son, now living. 




^^INNEY, JARED WARREN, Detroit, Assistant 
United States Attorney for the Eastern District 
of Michigan, was born at Detroit, Michigan, 
March 15, 1842. He is the oldest son of Seymour 
Finney and Mary A. Seger. He received a public school 
education, graduating from the Detroit High School in 
1861, the valedictorian of his class. In the fall of 1I61, 
he entered the classical course at Brown University, 
Providence, Rhode Island, and graduated from that 
university in 1865. In 1866 he graduated from the 
Albany Law School, with the degree of LL. B. t)n 
leaving the law school, he went to New York City, 
entering the office of Stewart L. Woodford, where he 
remained until the fall of 1867. At this time, during a 
visit to his home, he was offered the position of Assist- 
ant United States Attorney for the Eastern District of 
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Michigan, which he accepted. Here he soon acquired 
a thorough knowledge of the intricate duties of the 
office, and has been retained through changes of admin- 
istration, having general charge and direction up to the 
present time. By reason of his early associations, — his 
father being a prominent abolitionist, — Mr. Finney 
grew up a Republican with strong party feelings. Soon 
after graduating from the law school, while in New 
York City, he was called upon to take part in the po- 
litical canvass of his party, and made several speeches, 
in connection with Horace Greeley. During the Presi- 
dential campaign of 1868, he was also engaged, by the 
State Central Committee of New York, to take part in 
the campaign in that State. His political services dur- 
ing the campaign of 1876, in his own Stale of Michi- 
gan, were arduous, and were recognized on all sides as 
contributing largely to the success of his party. In 
April, 1875, Mr. Finney married Miss Mabel Richards, 
eldest daughter of the eminent writer and scientist, 
Prof. William C. Richards, and of Cornelia H. H. Rich- 
ards, a writer of ability, belonging to a family of note 
in the literary world. Socially, Mr. Finney is a genial 
companion, with warm and active sympathies, and a 
fund of humor. As a speaker, he is forcible and origi- 
nal. His distinguishing trait i> unquestionable integ- 
rity. This he inherits from his father, whose name in 
the municipal records of Detroit i> a synonym for vigi- 
lance and incorruptibility. With Mr. Finney, rare single- 
ness and fidelity mark the performance of duties of his 
station and office. Devotion to principle is manifest in 
every action of his life, official, social, aiul dumotic. 




INNEY, SEYMOUR, of Detroit, is a native of 
Orange County, New York, and was born dur- 
ing our last war with Great Britain. At the 
age of nine years, by the death of his mother, 
he was thrown upon his own resources. His educational 
ad>tintages were limited, consisting of a common-school 
education. At the age of sixteen years, he was bound 
out to learn the trade of a tailor. \Vhen twenty years 
of age, he came \Vest with his father, who had lived in 
Yates County, New York, and who now settled upon a 
new farm in Redford, Wayne County, Michigan, about 
fifteen miles west of Detroit. Here his father resided 
until his death, in 1873, *t the age of eighty-seven 
years. Seymour Finney arrived in the summer, in very 
delicate health; and remained until fall, when he re- 
turned to the State of New York. In the following 
summer, he returned to Michigan as his future home, — 
the climate proving more conducive to his health than 
that of New York. During the Patriot War, he spent 
a portion of his time in Canada, working at his trade; 



and a portion in Detroit. In the year 1838, his health 
rendered it necessary to give up his trade, and he 
became a clerk in the old Franklin House, kept by J. 
C. Warren, formerly known as Mrs. McMellan's board* 
ing-house, on the corner of Bates and Lamed streets. 
He remained there for three years, and next served as 
clerk, for a short time, in another hotel, on the comer 
of Bates street and Jefferson avenue. In 1842 he 
bought out the proprietor, and conducted the hotel foi 
about a year. In 1843 he entered the grocery business, 
but this proved an unprofitable venture. He lost all 
the savings of the past six years, and was obliged to 
resume daily labor to support his family. In 1846 he 
rented the Franklin House, then a two-story frami build- 
ing, on the corner of Jefferson avenue and Bates street, 
with a barn in the rear, and kept the hotel five years. 
Here he accumulated some means; and, in 1850, bought 
the site of the present Finney House, on the corner of 
Gratiot street and Woodward avenue. He moved the 
several wooden buihlings close to one another, and 
opened a hotel here in the spring of 1851. He also 
purchased a lot on the corner of Griswold and State 
streets, and erected a barn. Mr. Finney, before open- 
ing the hotel, determined to conduct it on strictly tem- 
perance principles. It was opened as Temperance Hotel, 
and is still conducted on the same plan. He met with 
success from the beginning. In 1854 he erected the 
present Finney Hou^e, without interfering with his hotel 
business. In 1S57 he retired, after having paid all his 
debts, with a surplus on hand. Since then he has not 
engaged in any active business. Mr. Finney was form- 
erly an active and earnest Democrat. In 1852 he joined 
the Free-soil branch of that party, and worked earnestly 
to secure votes for John P. Hale, of New Hampsjiire, 
who was the Free-.soil candidate for President in that 
year. Devoting the whole of the election day to work- 
ing at the polls of the Sixth W*ard, he succeeded in 
getting thirty-six votes cast for Mr. Hale in that ward. 
In 1854, when the Free-soilers nominated Kinsley S. 
Bingham for Governor, Mr. Finney, with others, used 
his influence to induce the Whigs, in their convention 
at Jackson, to accept Bingham as a candidate, and to 
unite both parties. This re>ulted in the formation of 
the Republican party. In voting and acting with the 
Free-soil party, Mr. Finney had expressed the sentiment 
that upon this free soil every man should be free. Agents 
of the under-ground railroad were then busily at work 
in stealthily transporting slaves from the South to Canada. 
The sentiments so openly e\]>ressed by Mr. Finney led 
him to be of ser\ ice to these agents, and he was induced to 
give into the hands of one of them a key to his hotel barn. 
This barn became, for several years, the passenger depot 
of the under-ground railway, at the north end of the 
line. Here, between one o'clock in the morning and 
daybreak, might frequently be seen to arrive, a country* 
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man's wagon, freighted with slaves on their way to free- 
dom. After hiding in the loft of the barn during the 
day, they would be safely piloted to the river, and thence 
across to the Canadian shore on the following night. 
During their stay in the barn, they were provided with 
food from the Finney House. On several occasions, the 
masters of the slaves who were secreted in the barn 
were stopping at the hotel with the hope of catching 
the fugitives before they reached the haven of freedom. 
Mr. Finney has been, for many years, a member of the 
Baptist Church. In the fall of 1874, Mr. Finney was 
elected Alderman of the Fifth Ward of the city of De- 
troit, and was re-elected in 1876, serving two terms. 
He has, since his election, given up most of his time to 
the duties of the office. As chairman and member of the 
important Committee on Claims and Accounts, he de- 
voted a great deal of his time to the examination of 
claims, and rendered the city much good service. Being 
a strong temperance man, he has exerted his influence 
in behalf of the rigid enforcement of the law for closing 
saloons on Sunday; and, whenever that question has 
come before the Council, has cast his vote in its favor. 
He married, at Detroit, in 1839, Miss Mary A. Segar, 
a native of Steuben County, New York, who died in 
1876. They have six children, — four sons and two 
daughters, — all of whom are living. The oldest son, 
Jared W. Finney, is Assistant United States District 
Attorney for the Eastern District of Michigan. One of 
the daughters has been, for several years, a teacher in 
the Cass Union School, of Detroit. 
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^ARNSWORTH, JAMES H., Dentist, Detroit, 
was born in the city of New York in 1 81 8. His 
parents, in the following year, removed to West- 
field, Chautauqua County, New York, where he 
was reared and received a common-school education. At 
the age of fifteen years, he left home for Cleveland, 
entering the office of Doctor Ware, of that city, with 
whom he studied dentistry for two years. He then 
opened an office in Cleveland, and commenced the 
practice of his profession, being at the time only seven- 
teen years old. After remaining in Cleveland two years, 
he removed, in the spring of 1837, to the city of 
Detroit, where he has since been engaged in the prac- 
tice of dentistry. He is the oldest practitioner in the 
State of Michigan, probably the oldest in the country, 
and has attained a wide eminence for skill in his pro- 
fession. He married, in 1841, Catherine Elizabeth 
Connor, daughter of James Erwin Connor, one of the 
early settlers of Detroit, and, in his time, a prominent 
and wealthy business man of that city. Of this union, 
twelve children have been born. 



f^LANIGAN, GENERAL MARK, of Detroit, 
Michigan, was born in the County Antrim, 
Ireland, in 1825. His parents, who belonged 
to the sect of Presbyterians known as the Cove- 
nanters, emigrated to Canada in 1833, whence Mark 
Flanigan came to the United States in 1841, and settled 
in Detroit, Michigan, in 1845. Two years later, he 
married Miss Sarah P. Saunders. From this marriage 
have been bom six children, four of whom are still liv- 
ing, — two boys and two girls. In 1847 ^c went into 
business for himself, in which he continued until the 
breaking out of the civil war. In 1858 Mr. Flanigan 
was elected a member of the CoQimon Council. In 
i860 he was nominated on the Republican ticket for 
Sheriff of Wayne County, and assisted in organizing 
Republican clubs in every ward and township in the 
county. He entered into the canvass with great energy; 
and the whole Republican county ticket was elected for 
the first time since the organization of the party. Dur- 
ing his second year as Sheriff, on the call for additional 
troops, in 1862, to carry on the war, General H. A. 
Morrow, then Recorder of the city, and Mr. Flanigan 
volunteered their services, and organized the 24th Reg- 
iment of Michigan Volunteers; Mr. Flanigan being 
appointed Lieutenant-Colonel. The regiment was raised 
in less than a month, and left for the front in August, 
1862. It did gallant service in the Army of the Poto- 
mac; and belonged to the noted **Iron Brigade," which 
experienced some of the severest fighting of the war. 
It especially distinguished itself for bravery in the bat- 
tles of Fredericksburg, Fitzhugh Crossing, Chancellors- 
ville, and Gettysburg. Lieutenant-Colonel Flanigan 
participated in every important engagement, until, at 
the battle of Gettysburg, he received a wound which 
resulted in the loss of a leg. He obtained leave of 
absence; and, when»the news was received that he was 
on his way home, the Common Council, in a series of 
resolutions thanking him for his gallant services to his 
country, voted him a public reception. He was met at 
the depot by a vast concourse of citizens, who prevailed 
upon him to ride in the procession. The ovation was 
the largest ever given in Detroit to a single individual. 
Major-General Doubleday, in his official report of the 
battle of Gettysburg, speaks of Lieutenant-Colonel Mark 
Flanigan as one of the bravest and most efficient 
officers in the service. He was brevetted Colonel, for 
gallantry at the battle of Fredericksburg, and Brigadier- 
General, for meritorious services in the campaign of 
Gettysburg. Being incapacitated for services in the field, 
he resigned his commission, and, in November, 1863, 
was appointed Provost-Marshal for the First District of 
Michigan. His duties were onerous and varied, the 
most important being to furnish the number of soldiers 
called for by the Secretary of War. The promptness 
and energy with which all demands on his district were 
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met, contributed largely to an early and lasting peace. 
In 1866 he was appointed As>essor of Internal Revenue, 
by President Johnson, and held this position until the 
office was abolished, when he became Collector of Inter- 
nal Revenue. Since 1875 ^^ ^^^ been engaged in busi- 
ness at Detroit, and in the management of his farm on 
Grand River avenue. General Flanigan has been a 
member of the Board of Education for eight years, and 
its President for one year. He was, for several years. 
Chairman of the Building Committee on that Board, 
and some of the finest school buildings in Detroit were 
erected during his term of service. In early years he 
was a Whig, but has been an active Republican since 
the formation of that party. Mr. Flanijjan is entitled 
to the gratitude of his fellow-citizens for having first 
caUed their attention to the use of the cedar block pave- 
ments. He procured a patent on a combined cedar 
block and concrete pavement, in 1871. Since that time, 
nearly every city in which wooden pavements arc used, 
has adopted ce<lar as the cheapest and most dinal>le. 
In business and official life, he has been as energetic 
and faithful to every trust reposed in him, as he was 
the brave and gallant soldier during the war. 




OSTER, JAMES A., Manufacturer of Artificial 
- Limbs, Detroit, was born in the town of Stock- 



holm, St. Lawrence County, New York, Novem- 
ber 27, 1829. His father was born in the town 
of Barnard, Vermont, but emigrated to New York in 
the pioneer days of St. Lawrence County, j)urchased a 
small farm, and erected a saw-mill. James Foster's 
boyhood life had little to make it memorable. He 
attended district school; helped on the farm and about 
the mill; and his leisure hours were spent in construct- 
ing dams across creeks, building water-wheels, miniature 
mills, etc. His father early remarked the boy's skill 
and ingenuity, and, unlike many fathers, encouraged 
them; as soon as he was old enough, giving him every 
opportunity to learn the trade of mill-wright. Just 
before James A. Foster was twenty-one years of age, his 
father died, leaving six younger children, who needed 
care and protection. The mill was old, and about worn 
out, and the estate in debt for nearly all it was worth. 
The creditors, however, extended the time of payment, 
and gave Mr. Foster a chance to see what he couhl 
do. The mill was rebuilt, the farm put in order, and 
the young man began to push business. He engaged 
in lumbering ; took contracts to build barns, houses, 
and mills; and was rapidly ac(| airing a large and lucra- 
tive business. But these Ilattering prospects he was 
compelled to relinquish. A year before his father's 
death, he had become lame from a white swelling in 



I the knee; and, after about fire years of hard work, his 
lameness increased to such a degree that he was obliged 
to give up business, sell out, place himself entirely under 
medical treatment, and devote his whole time and atten- 
tion to trying to save the limb. From 1855 '° i860, he 
was in the hands of the doctors most of the time, and, 
finally, despairing of ever being cured, he permitted 
them to amputate the leg. Now came the turning 
point in his life. There were manufacturers of crude 
artificial limbs in those days; and, after getting off his 
bed, he cast around to replace his lost limb with the 
next best thing to flesh and bone. He visited the most 
prominent manufacturing establishments where they were 
made; and, after examining the principles on which 
they were constructed, came to the conclusion that an 
article might be made lighter, and, at the same time, 
less complicated and more durable. The result was 
that he returned home without purchasing, and soon 
commenced to construct a limb on an entirely new 
principle, which was subsequently patented under the 
name of ** Foster's Patent Union Limb." The principle 
and construction of the joints were very different from 
tho^e then in use; but the work lacked the finish and 
artistic beauty that an experienced manufacturer would 
give to it. To acquire this skill, he then served an 
apprenticeship with one of the best manufacturers of 
that day. After learning all that could be learned there, 
he visited other manufacturers to see if something more 
' could not be gained from them. He arrived at Detroit 
, in November, 1S64, with tools, patterns, and a small 
slock of material for manufacturing. With no influence 
hut his skill, no friend but a stout heart, but having 
faith that real merit would soon make his goods known, 
he opened a small manufactory; and, from this begin* 
ning, he has come to be the leading manufacturer of 
the country, if not of the world. He prospered from 
the start. Patents were granted him for his inventions; 
and, in 1867, the demand for his limbs warranted the 
establishment of another manufactory at Cincinnati, 
Ohio; and, in 1869, one at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
In July, 1875, <^"c was started at Chicago, Illinois; and, 
in 1877, another at St. Louis, Missouri. To-day his 
sales exceed those of any other three minufjcturers in 
America. In April, 1869, he exhibited specimens of 
his work to a Board of Medical Examiners appointed 
by the Surgeon-General of the United States army, at 
Washington, which were highly recommended by them, 
the highest medical authority of the United States 
army. He was authorized by the Surgeon-General to 
furnish limbs to disabled soldiers, and thousands of the 
crippeil boys in blue have been benefited by his inven- 
tion. Mr. Foster stands at the head, both of manufac- 
turers and inventors of artificial limbs. That necessity 
is the mother of invention is illustrated by his expert- 
ence. His business affairs, and the location of his offices 
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at those large centers, are now so arranged that persons 
in want of artificial arm^i or legs can reach the factories 
with very little expense, and have the limbs properly 
adjusted to each particular case. Soldieni are furnished, 
at the expense of the United States Government, with 
free transportation to and from any one of the factories. 
Mr. Foster has succeeded beyond his most sanguine 
expectations; and the great secret of his success lies in 
the care which is bestowed in the manufacture of his 
goods. His aim is to turn out the very best; and his 
patients* scattered from ocean to ocean, are his warmest 
friends and well-wishers. At the Centennial Exhibition 
in Philadelphia, there were ten exhibitors of artificial 
limbs from the United States, and two from abroad, — 
Mr. Foster receiving a medal and a diploma. He edu- 
cated his younger brothers and sisters, and gave them a 
home and a father's protection until they were able to 
care for themselves. He cared for and supported bis 
widowed mother until her death, which occurred May 
31, 1877. Mr. Foster married, at the place of his fam- 
ily residence in New York, May 4, 1871, Electa A. 
Marsh, of that place. He received but a limited educa- 
tion ; had a hard battle with misfortune ; and only his 
stern determination and iron will could have elevated 
him to the position he now occupies as the leading 
manufacturer of artificial limbs in the world. 



-•o^ 




Grazer, hon. Alexander d., Senior Mem- 
ber of the Detroit Bar, has been a resident of 
I Detroit for fifty-three years, and, consequently, 
* is connected with the early history of Michigan 
Territory. He is a native of Scotland, having been 
born in the vicinity of Inverness, the capital of the 
Highlands, on the 20th of January, 1796. His father 
was an extensive farmer. The rudiments of his educa- 
tion were obtained in one of the parish schools; after 
which he was sent to a select school, and, finally, to the 
* Inverness Academy. In the spring of 1813, at his own 
earnest request, his father placed him in the office of a 
solicitor at Inverness, to study the law of Scotland. 
Here he continued until the close of the year 1814, 
when he went to Edinburg. In January, 1815, he 
entered, as a student, the office of a writer to the 
Signet; that is, an attorney practicing in the Court of 
Session, or Supreme Court, of Scotland. His advan- 
tages for study were now greatly increased ; and, in 
order to understand the practice as well as the theory 
of the law, he devoted a portion of his time to attend- 
ance at the trial of causes before the court in the Par- 
liament House. During the same year, he attended the 
lectures on the scot law, delivered at the University of 
Edinburgh by Professor Hume, a nephew of the histo- 



rian;, he also attended the lectures on conveyancing, by 
Professor Bell. Mr. Frazer continued his studies in 
Edinburgh for several years; and, in the meantime, 
having lost both parents, he determined to try his for- 
tune in the United States. He took passage for Savan- 
nah, Georgia, where he arrived, in June, 1819, after a 
voyage of six weeks. He then proceeded to Alabama, 
where he had relatives. Here he was admitted to the 
bar, on the loth of November, 18 19, and entered at 
once upon practice, meeting with much success. His 
constitution, however, could not endure the Southern 
climate; and, after a residence of nearly two years, he 
went North, and settled in Vincennes, Indiana. Desir- 
ing to attend the courts on both sides of the river 
Wabash, he procured admission to the bar in both 
States. He was admitted to practice in Illinois, by 
Judges Brown and Wilson, of the Supreme Court of 
that State, on the 24th of March, 1821. He was ad- 
mitted in Indiana, June 22, of the same year, and prac- 
ticed in Vincennes and attended the Illinois Circuit 
Court for nearly two years. At this time, he suffered 
severely from fever and ague, and, acting under medical 
advice, left for a more healthful climate. In June, 1823, 
he started from Vincennes, on horseback, for Detroit, 
Michigan. At that period, traveling in the country 
through which he had to pass was attended with great 
difficulty; his course lay up the Wabash. At Craw- 
fordsville, the settlements terminated ; and the residue 
of the journey, from there to Fort Wayne, had to be 
made on the Indian trail, with not a house intervening 
but one, and that a trading-house. When Mr. Frazer 
arrived at Fort Wayne, he was equally perplexed how 
to get away from that point; it was the center of an 
Indian country, without any facilities for the traveler. 
Here he met a gentleman who was going to New 
Vork, and who expected to get passage on some char'ce 
schooner going down Lake Erie. As a last resort, they 
purchased a canoe at Fort Wayne, in which they em- 
barked, with all their worldly goods, on the Maumee 
River, and worked their way down to Maumee, where 
they arrived without any accident. From this place, 
Mr. Frazer might have had much difficulty in reaching 
Detroit, but for the fortunate arrival of a pleasure party 
from Detroit, who came in a large boat, and kindly 
extended an invitation for him to take passage with 
them on their return. This he most gladly accepted, 
and arrived at Detroit early in August, 1823. Mr. 
Frazer found the bar of Detroit to consist of many emi- 
nent men, — all of whom were, apparently, in full prac- 
tice. As he had not yet been made a citizen of the 
United States, some time elapsed before he could be 
admitted to the bar in Michigan. But this did not sub- 
ject him to any great inconvenience; for, having been 
admitted into the courts of several States, he was 
allowed, in the meantime, to practice ex groHa. Tb# 
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judicial system of the Territory, at this time, consisted 
of a Supreme Court of three judjjes, which held its 
annual session in the Indian Council Ilou^e, at Detroit, 
during the month of September; and of a County 
Court in each of the organized counties, which held 
session semi-annually. The Supreme Judges then were: 
A. B. Woodward, James Withercll, and John Griffin. 
About the year 1824, emigration began to set in ; new 
counties were organized; business increased; and Mr. 
Frazer soon found himself in a large and remunerative 
practice. One of the most important ca^es in which he 
was ever concerned as counsel was the great railroad 
conspiracy case that occupied so much of the public 
attention twenty-five years ago, in which Mr. Frazer was 
retained for the prosecution. It consisted of a scric> of 
the most lawless acts committed on the property of ihe 
Michigan Central Railroad Company, especially in the 
vicinity of Leoni and Michigan Center, in Jackson 
County. The life of a lawyer, in full practice, is one 
of toil, severe study, responsibiliiy, and anxiety. This 
has been fully illustrated in Mr. Fra/er's case. Me ct)n- 
tinued the practice of his p^ofe^^ion until early in the 
spring of 1856, when, as he was engaj^^ed in the argu- 
ment of an important cause, in the Sujireme C'ourt, he 
instantaneously lost the use cif h\> right eye. by amau- 
rosis, the result of close application tt) study. Medical 
advice suggested the necessity of withdrawing at once 
from the active duties of his profusion, in order to pre- 
serve the other eye. That he nnght do so more effect- 
ually, Mr. Frazer resolved to make the tour of Europe; 
and, in May, 1856, started on his journey. Since then, 
he has not resumed the practice of law, although he has 
appeared as counsel in a few important ca>es. In the 
year 1829, he was married to Caroline A. May, youngest | 
daughter of Hon. James May, uho was first Chief-Jus- 
tice of the Court of Common Pleas of the Territory. 
Mr. Frazer's family consisted of six cliildren, all of 
whom died young, except one son, Alexander James 
Frazer, a young man of great promise, who adopted the 
profession of his father, and pursued it with much suc- 
cess. He died on the 17th of April, 1871. Mr. Frazer 
is, therefore, without any descendants. He has never 
been a politician, but has held some municipal offices in 
Detroit, in the line of his own profession, to which he 
was appointed by the C'ommon Council. In 1S32 he 
was City Attorney; in 1836 and 1839, he was Recorder 
of the city; and, in 1855, he was appointed one of the 
Board of Water Commissioners. He filled this office, 
with entire satisfaction to the j)ublic, for fifteen years; 
its duties are discharged gratuitously. Mr. Fra/er has 
been President of the Detroit bar thirtv-live vears. Of 
all the judges an<l lawyers whr)m he ftiuiid on his arrival 
in Detroit, not one survives. Mr. Frazer died in 1877. 
Such is the outline of the life of one who may be fitly 
spoken of as the patriarch of his profession in this .State. 



Standing as he did at the head of the bar of Michigan, — 
to use the words of a gentleman who has long been a 
distinguished member of the bar of Detroit, — **to the 
younger members of the profession, he was a bright and 
worthy example. His close application to business; his 
strict integrity to clients; his varied and profound learn- 
ing, untiring industry and research ; his thorough analy- 
sis of adjudged authorities; his clear and convincing 
argument, irreproachable character, and high sense of 
honor and professional propriety, were all worthy of imi- 
tation. He was one of the pioneers of Michigan, ven- 
erated and respected by all." 



i^ARRISON, JOHN J., for over fifty years a promi- 
j:|3 ncnt citizen of Detroit, was born in the county 
^/T^ of Cayuga, New York, August 1 1, 1808. His 
great-grandfather came from Holland about the year 
1735, ^"^^ settled in New Amsterdam, New York. His 
^grandfather, Fj^hraim (Jarrison, at the breaking out of 
the French War, in 1760, enlisted in the English army, 
and was with the troops sent to take possession of 
Detroit after i)eace was declared. He took part in the 
battle <.»f F.loody River, against the Indian chief Pon- 
tiac, in which he was wounded, and his two brothers — 
\\\ heus and John Garrison — were killed. At the close 
of the war, he returneil East and settled on a farm in 
New Jersey. At the beginning of the Revolutionary 
War. he disponed of his farm, and removed to North- 
umberland (.'ounty, Pennsylvania. He was an officer in 
the militia, and took part in the war under Washington. 
John ("larrison, the father of the subject of this sketch, 
was born in New Jersey, in 1 772. After becoming 
of age, in the spring of 1793, he started for Cayuga 
County, New York, which was, at that time, on the 
frontier. There he settled on six hundred and forty 
acres of land, which he had purchased at twenty-eight 
cents an acre. Soon after, he opened the first store in 
that vicinity. In 1810 he sold his farm and store for 
ten thousand dollars, cash ; and, with his family, started 
for Huron County, Ohio, where he had previously 
bought four thousand acres of land. On his arrival, 
not being satisfied with his purchase, he sold it, and 
went 10 .^andusky. He built the first store in that 
place, which he stocked with goods he had brought 
with him. He was soon, however, driven away by the 
Indians, who burned his buildings. He finally .<;ettled 
in Fredericksburg, Ohio, where he became a merchant, 
banker, and mill owner, accumulating a fortune, which 
was swept away in the panic of 1816-17. After paying 
all his debts, he removed to Detroit, to begin life anew, 
with a large family and sixty dollars in money. In a 
few years, he was again prosperous, and soon took a 
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prominent part in the city affairs. In 1824 he was 
Street Commissioner; and, in 1830, a member of the 
City Council. In 1836 he returned to Ohio; and, in 
1848, settled in Joliet, Illinois. In 1853 he removed to 
Cedar Falls, Iowa, and laid out a part of the town. 
Here he died, in 1865, at the advanced age of ninety- 
five years. Before his death, he traveled by railroad to 
his old home in Cayuga County. He had been an eye- 
witness of the building of the great cities and improve- 
ments in all the vast country between New York and 
Western Iowa. John J. Garrison received his early 
education in the schools of Detroit; and afterwards 
learned the mason's trade. He soon abandoned it, 
however; and, in 1829, commenced mercantile business. 
He confined himself almost entirely to groceries, and 
was the first merchant, west of New York State, to 
engage in an exclusively wholesale grocery business. 
He was very successful, and passed safely through the 
panics of 1837 and 1857. He retired from active busi- 
ness in 1864. He devoted his time almost exclusively 
to his business, and took but little part in politics. He 
was a member of the Common Council in 1837; and 
held one or two other offices under the city govern- 
ment. After his retirement from business, until his 
death, which occurred May 14, 1876, he spent most of 
his time in traveling through the United States and the 
West India Islands. 




ILBERT, CALEB B., Physician and Surgeon, 
of Detroit, Michigan, was born the 27th day of 
January, 1826 near Belleville, Hastings County, 
Ontario, Canada. His father, John Gilbert, and his 
mother, Maria Yager, were the parents of ten children, — 
five sons and five daughters, — eight of whom are now 
living. Doctor Gilbert's early life was passed mainly in 
hard labor on his father's farm; while his education, 
limited in both degree and kind, was acquired at an 
ordinary country school during the winter months. At 
the age of twenty-one, he entered a dry-goods store at 
Belleville, in the capacity of salesman, remaining two 
years, at which time he returned home. From his early 
youth he had an ardent love for books, and eagerly read 
all that he could procure. During the summer of 1849, 
while assisting his father in the harvest field, he deter- 
mined to begin the study of medicine, and made known 
his intention to his father, who readily acquiesced in his 
wishes. The same year, he entered Fally Seminary in 
Oswego County, New York, where he remained until 
March, 1852. He then attended two courses of lectures 
at Toronto; and, in 1854, went to New York, where he 
graduated at the Medical University in 1855. He mar- 
ried, on the 16th day of May, 1855, Caroline M. Fowler, 
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of Clayton, New York. In June, 1855, he came to 
Detroit; and, the day after his arrival, rode on horse- 
back to Howell, a small village in Michigan, about fifty 
miles from Detroit. From there he proceeded to Co- 
runna and then to Lyons ; the greater portion of the 
route was through swampy ground, and over not a few 
corduroy bridges. At that time, there were no railroads 
or turnpikes in this section of the State, and Doctor 
Gilbert endured many of the trials and hardships which 
are incident to pioneer life. He commenced the prac- 
tice of medicine at Lyons, and remained there until the 
spring of 1858, when he removed to Windsor, Ontario. 
In April, 1865, he came to Detroit, at which city he now 
resides. In 1869 Doctor Gilbert was elected to fill the 
chair of Materia Medica and Therapeutics in the Detroit 
Medical College, which position he now occupies. He 
is one of the attending physicians at St. Mary's Hospital, 
and also of the Woman's Hospital and Foundling's 
Home. He is a member of the Detroit Academy of 
Medicine, the Detroit Medical and Library Association, 
and the State Medical Society. In 1844 Doctor Gilbert 
united with the Methodist Church, and is now a mem- 
ber of the Central Methodist Episcopal Church, of De- 
troit. He is very liberal in his religious views. He has 
three children, — one son and two daughters. Doctor 
Gilbert is held in high esteem by all friends and acquain- 
tances. Throughout his life, he has been noted for in- 
tegrity of character and untiring energy in the practice 
of his profession. He is a close student, and is the pos- 
sessor of a large, valuable library, which contains the 
choicest works of a medical and miscellaneous character. 




REENING, HERMAN, Detroit, Michigan, was 
'fl; born in Prussia, March 28, 1830. He received 
v^55i.> his education in the common schools of that 
country, where every child is required to attend from 
the age of seven years. When fourteen years old, he 
began a general business in the city of Halberstadt, 
province of Saxony, with a view of gaining a knowledge 
of the business, and remained in one establishment three 
years. At the age of twenty-one, he came to America, 
arriving in New York City after a voyage of seven 
weeks. Mr. Greening was an utter stranger, not only 
to the language spoken, but to the habits and customs 
of the country ; being without a single friend to aid him, 
and with very limited means upon which to subsist 
while endeavoring to obtain a situation. At the time of 
his arrival, in 185 1, the tide of emigration from every 
European country was at its height, and the cities of 
our seaboard were overwhelmed with applicants for 
work, representing all classes, from the farm hand to the 
skilled artisan. After days of fruitless effort to ob- 
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tain a <>iliialion, Mr. f ireeninj; tleterminetl to go West : 
his flr-st objective j)oint l^einj; the city of IIiilTalo. WhiK- 
coiitiiiuinij hi'% search for emiilovineiil, he lenrne<l a few 
words of Eiij;lish, anvMij; which was the sentence, "1 
want work;" hut h\> ii'«[iust was in<;t by fiue>«ti«)n.-s 
which he could imt cnnijuchend. At hi>t lie w a>. cuui- 
j)t?lled to seek some place wlierc \n- nii^ht icceiM- llu' 
llece^^al■ie«^ of life in leluin lor hi-. lal-iT, until -iich tiim- 
as he ctuiKl bec<iine suflicieiitly conversant wiiii the lan- 
j^uaj^e to enal)le him to enter t!ic bu-^ine^-. \sith w hii h 
he was familiar. Iiein;^ taken by a f.:rnier ^rxnal d.i^-N* 
j()iirney by waj^on, inlt> (.'anad.i. lie .-| ml t'le iu\l leu 
nulnth'^ in dninij farm w«>rk, whiLh \\;\> ni)l(>Mlv ve:\ liaivl 
ft)r him. but unprofitable :iKn; a^, Kjinn ^ \;'t«.--iii^ a 
desire for a ^etllemeni with liis iinjl«>Mi, with a \ icu (>1 
making anotlier attrnijil to Inni cinj'l')) numt. he w a> 
very co«)]ly informed that rlu-ie wa-. miiliii.j; dm; l.iin. 
Taking his ilei)artiMe for the Wr^'. l'ri>ni ihi-. j l.ic«.-,— thi- 
w herealjout> of which, ••win:; I" h:-; inijuii icct kiiuw IliIl;*' 
of the countiy and lan^ua^e, he ■^lill icmai-is in i};ii'.i 
ranee, — after many <la\.- <>f traM-l dm I-i'. -t, b.i:-L; ri lii'vi.>ii 
onlv bv an ncca>i'.>nal ride in .-fine p.; --in-' lai ni-u .iLZ-.-n. 
he arrived at I>elroit, Mirjiii;an, in ScjU mbi r. 1^52. 
He soon i>btaine«l »Mni'l('\ in» nt wi:h 1". 11. Ai ni-li<.!i;^, a 
retail dealer in hal-., < a])-, .md li:i-. uh" i\.\\k iiini an 
interest in the bu.^ine-s a!ui lluee veai-.' mtvIi-.'; and. 
in 1^57, t«nik him into the In in ;■- li:ll ;ai;:i<r. Not 
deeming the hat aiul fur liail-- <l -;.liii ii m cojie in a 
retail way, and having li.id lu.>;n l".\l:i",(I ,1 i!\(:d juef- 
erence f«'r the dr\ -g:i<.d> in:-iiie--. he .'.i--. .'i\ 1. 1 [..iijner- 
siiip with Mr. Aini^trong. in 1S51), ..i.d a -.m Kited him 
self with (J. I'\ Illume, uii-hr the liim naim.- n; iirii-iiin^ 
& lUumc. Their capil.d b< ing very limit- -l, •.]\i\ e-.Mn- 
menced in a sm;ill way; on g<»ing iv) New \'i.ik I -r tlie 
purpose of obtaining the nece>-ar\ ciedii in connect i> in 
with his newly e^tabli.^hed bu'^inesN, Mr. (ireening lound 
it very difficult to prccure, on account of the nianv fail- 
ures among \Vc«-tern merchants, the re^uIl of the pie- 
ceding linancial panic of 1^57-58. Taking with him a 
strong letter <d' recommendation fnnn a merchant of 
New York ("ity, wdio had known him a-» the junior 
partner of the lirm of T. II. Aim-^tioiig v\: C!o., he pre- 
sented it at the niiice i-f II. 15. ( laflin ^: (.0. Mr. iJan- 
cioft, the cr« <lit man of that hou:^e. after scanning the 
features of the )ouiig mer( hant, .said: " llnw much 
credit do you waiit?" lie hesitated a moment in repU- 
ing, when Mr. Bancroft abtuj»ily .>aid : " \'our ciedil i-. 
ten th'.'U-and ihdlars in thi> Imu-i'.'' Max ini: i onunenci d 
thur. on a sound l.ta^is, Mr, (irtening enj»)v^ to-day :in 
unlimited credit with the same hoUse. Alter the \.\\*-'. 
<»f tme ytar, he di.s>,()Kc.-d p.n tner.d;ij) wiih Mr. Illuine. 
and continued the bu->iii<.s-. in his own name, until July 
*» ^■'^73t when he as>,nciaied him^ejf with William A. 
Neef. The bii>ino» ot wlTuh he hasljid the fnundation, 
aiul in ihe man;igement (W which he has displayed, in a 



tpiiet, unassuming manner, much judgment and shrewd- 
ness, has stoailily im rea'-e<l from year to year, until it is 
now «)ne uf the largest retail establishments in the State. 
In May, 1S63, he was married to Augusta Plager, a niece 
of Mr. I'eter llenkel, the well-known wholesale grocer 
of lKin)il. They have fnur children, — three ilaughters 
and « ne ^'jn. Mr. (irccning resivles in the suburban 
par! of the city, where, in 1 860, he budt a large an«i ele- 
gant resilience. ihere, surrounde<l by his family, he 
enj('\s the comforts and luxuries earned and won by a 
lile «'f j)atieni t«jil in a business in which failure is more 
freipicnt than suecess. lie has never stepped aside from 
hi*, clu'^iii field oi' labor to ndnglc in political circles, 
all h- 'Ugh .idhering to the fundamental principles of the 
Kepul/itan party. 



/(* kl.rsKL, Hon. JOHN, of Springwells, Mich- 
11 I ig.iii. was b..rn Hei ember 4, 1809, in liliceasiel, 
^ ^» r..ua:ia. He w.is taught the French and German 
lar-gu iges in the public si.ho«ds of his native place, 
wliuli, at thai liiiie, wa-. uiuier the rule of Najjolcon 
1.; a'rl. at ihe In ;i:y k>( I'aiis, in 1S16, was ceded to 
r.a\aii.i. >li'itiy .ilier he was twenty-one, he entered 
the militarv sci\i,it .i.s l^ie.ster, anil served three Years. 
\\\ iS^;, j-x ;! e iaws were Ncry strict and oppressive, 
and Ills ;i:e \\..- v Djisi.mily endangered in the perform- 
aiue I't his !utie-, he r(.-i./ned and enii;;rated to America. 
Ihe ii>r.ri.ey to H.i\re tie (.Irace occujiied twenty-four 
i\.\\-: aiid lolly m<'ie were consumed in the passage on 
a s.iiling vessel to New York. (Jn his arrival in that 
ei:\. he worked a siiort time on a farm in Long Inland 
for viglit di ilar> a month; and. in 1834, engaged in 
Lrick-making, ;it Newburg, Orange County, New York. 
He spent fourteen years in different brick-yards along 
the Hudson River. In 184S he removed to Michigan 
and selilcil in spring wells, adjacent to Detroit, where 
he st.uied a brick manufactory. His trade steadily 
increascil. and he is now the leading brick manufacturer 
in the Si. He. He has accumulated a comjtetcnt fortune, 
and a reputation for integrity which he values far above 
jieuiniaiy gain. Mr. (ireusel, in early years, was a 
Whig; alter its formation, he joined the Re))ublicau 
pjrt), with which ho has .since been prominently iden- 
liiiid. He was 'I\)wn Clerk of Sj>ringwells two years. 
In 1S70, ainl again in 1S72. he was the Representative 
in the l.e-;islalure from the First District of Detroit. 
He was a 'lelegaie to the Rejnd)lican Convention at 
riiiladelphia in KS72, and in 1S74 was elected State 
Senator. Mr. (.ireiiscl has discharged his duties in 
these honorable jjo-iilions to the entire satisfaction of 
his constituents; always ignoi ing strict party lines, and 
havin" in ^iew onlv the inteiest of his entire constit- 
uenc) ami of his advjpted State. 
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^^RIFFIN, LEVI THOMAS, of Detroit, was born in 
Clinton, Oneida County, New York, May 23, 1837. 
He received the name of his maternal grandfather, 
Levi Thomas, of Utica, New York, — an honest, thrifty, 
and energetic man, but stern and severe in character 
and manners. His mother was a woman of great integ- 
rity, economical and industrious, — remarkably devoted 
to domestic duties. Of a family of eight children, six 
lived to manhood and womanhood under her care and 
training. His father, a gentleman of refinement and 
culture, especially noted for his social qualities, inher- 
ited a considerable landed estate, which was conveyed 
to his paternal ancestor, in 1790, by George Washing- 
ton, whose signature, with that of De Witt Clinton, as 
a witness, is upon the title-deed. Owing to various 
reverses, however, the properly has passed out of the 
possession of the family. From early childhood until 
his eleventh year, Levi Griffin was reared in the house 
of his maternal grandfather, and noticeably inherited 
and acquired very many of the peculiar qualities of that 
branch of the family, In the fall of 1847, his parents 
removed to Rochester, Michigan, taking him with them. 
He evinced great fondness for study; at the early age 
of fourteen, was prepared for college; and, at sixteen, 
entered the University of Michigan. Here he main- 
tained a good position in his classes, and was proficient 
in all his studies except mathematics, which he never 
examined sufficiently to appreciate. Graduating in 1857, 
he found himself without means to study his profession, 
but having met one of the alumni of the university, 
Mr. William A. Moore, — now a distinguished member 
of the Detroit bar, — he was tendered a place in the 
office of Moore & Blackmar, which he entered, as a stu- 
dent, the first of July. Through the exertions of Mr. 
Moore, then Assistant United States District-Attorney, 
and the kindness of Robert W. Davis, United States 
Marshal, he secured the appointment of Court Deputy; 
and, during the session of the Federal Court, received 
two dollars per day. With this assistance, he was able 
to get through the first year of his study. He was 
accustomed to sleep in the office, on a bed improvised 
for the occasion, and his habits, at this time, were of 
the most frugal kind. He was admitted to the bar, 
May 29, 1858, being a member of the first class admitted 
by the Supreme Court of Michigan, as at present organ- 
ized, and was complimented by the judges upon his 
proficiency. In November, 1858, he removed to Grand 
Rapids, and associated himself with Lucius Patterson, 
Esq., who, for a number of years, was one of the fore- 
most lawyers of Western Michigan. In April, i860, a 
disastrous fire destroyed the building in which his office 
was located, together with the county offices, and nearly 
the entire records of Kent County. Somewhat discour- 
aged, he returned to Detroit, and again entered the office 
of Mr. Moore, where he remained, on a salary, until 



' January, 1862, at which time the law partnership of 
Moore and Griffin was formed. In the autumn of 1862, 
he was commissioned, by Governor Blair, supernumerary 
Second Lieutenant in the 4th Michigan Cavalry, and 
was mustered into the service, August 13. He was pro- 
moted to Second Lieutenant, December 18, following, 
and assigned to staff duty as Brigade Inspector. Feb- 
ruary I, 1863, he was made First Lieutenant; and, on 
April 15, of the same year. Adjutant of his regiment. 
February 24, 1864, he was commissioned as Captain ; 
and, September 15, of that year, was assigned to staff 
duty as Acting Assistant Adjutant-General of the Second 
Cavalry Division. December 25, following, he was 
made Acting Assistant Adjutant-General of the Cavalry 
Corps of the Military Division of the Mississippi, Brevet 
Major-General James H. Wilson commanding. He was 
brevetted Major of United States Volunteers by the 
President, March 13, 1866, for gallant and meritorious 
service during the war. He belonged to a regiment 
which has a most enviable record, and participated in 
all its engagements when not on staff duty. He was 
mustered out of service, July I, 1865, at the close of the 
war. His reputation with the regiment, and among his 
fellow-officers, was that of an able and gallant officer, and 
a courteous and honorable gentleman. Returning to 
his profession, August, 1865, as one of the firm of 
Moore & Griffin, he remained thus connected until the 
1st of September, 1875, when he associated himself 
with Mr. Don M. Dickinson, under the firm name of 
Griffin & Dickinson. He has never held, nor been a can- 
didate for, any office of a political character; devoting 
every energy to the practice of law. He was President 
of the Young Men's Society, of Detroit, 1870-72 ; and, 
for a number of years, was one of its Directors. Polit- 
ically, he inherited the prejudices of his father, and has 
always voted the Democratic ticket in national affairs ; 
though, in municipal and local affairs, he is quite indif- 
ferent to party. He was an early and strong advocate 
of the Greeley movement, in the campaign of 1872, and 
was firmly of the belief that the acceptance of Mr. 
Greeley's candidacy was the only hope of overthrowing 
the domination of the Republican party. In 1858, 
through the influence of a college friend, now Rev. E. 
G. Thurber, of Syracuse, he made a profession of relig- 
ion, connecting himself with Westminster Church, of 
Detroit, — Henry Niel, D. D., pastor. In 1873, after an 
extended investigation of church history and polity, he 
withdrew from the Presbyterian denomination, and was 
confirmed in .St. John's Ej)iscopal Church, Detroit; 
since which time he haj> been an ardent, earnest church- 
man. He was married, October 8, 1867, to Mary Cabot 
Wickware, a native of Detroit, and a young lady of 
personal attractions and endowments. They have three 
children, — William W^ickware, Laura Moore, and Mary 
McLaren Griffin. At an early age, his ambition was 



(£ 



RErRESENTATlVi: MKN Ol' MICHIGAN. 



stimulate'l and encouraged by hi.-* eldest sister, after- life to aid in the siij>port of the family. He attended 

wards Mr>. 11. V. Warner, now residing in Scrantun. llic mnunon 'mIiooU until ten years of age, when he 

Pennsylvania; and to her counsel and sympathy, In: liegan working fi)r Mr. JJarrett at Ash burn hain, Mas.>a- 

justly attributes much of hi> success. In the profession ehusctt^, a l"e\v miles from his native place, at making 

of law he may be regarded .is standing in the fionl ^ leatlier poekrt-bot)ks, in which he so^ju became quite 

rank, commanding the entire rcspeel of his Ic^al breth- ^ expert. A shi»rt time after, his emph)yer gave up the 

ren ; in fact, as a ;//>/ //vV/j lawyer, he lui:^ frw e-iuaK. bu>ine.ss un acciint of failing health, ami, under hi* 

and no superior in the bar of Michigan. A man of Luhice, Mr. Ilannnond, then only ten )ears old, conliii- 

pronounced individuality ami imlefaligable imliistiy. ned to carry it on. I.Juying a small stock of leather 

his opponent, in the trial of a cau^e, i-. neser certain frt-ni hi> employer's father, on credit, he took it to his 

but that his case will he tried on <iue^li<>ns en:iiel\ own home, ami, with the assistance of about a dozen 

new, anil he himself led in the conte>t upon grouiid j^iils whom he emj)li)ye'.l, manufactured hi> goods. He 

which, to him, is tct'ra inci\^nif,i. Mr. (irillin i^ of mr- found a ready maiket for them, and v\as \ery succer^sful, 

dium height, of attractive per.sunal appearance, anil linancially. After a year, however, steel porte-monnaies 

winning address, indiLating by woid atid act I lie ("Iiri-- i:ommriKed to .suj)ersede the leather goods, and he coii- 

tian gentleman. Those who are favoied with hu C'<n- | c'.uvlevl to nlire from the business. I-'or a few months, 

lldence h(.>ld lum warndy in frienddii[), but lu; i- he w as Lini>l'\\ ed in the butcher-shop of a neighbor, and 

ilisinclined *' to those familiarilie- whiih mnler -inrriv* j liked the work very w«dl. After thi.-, he secured a place 

regard an<l esteem \Lry (,hea|)." lie is c\er riad\ i» with Millon l-'ro.-t, now ""f l>crroii, at that time manu- 

welcouur his friemls to his plea-aiil ln'ine ui'.h (■>[■. lial Ia«;uiiiig i:i.iltr'-~e- an-l jmIui h.af hats at I'itchburg. 

ho^pitaIity. Abh'.uigh <m:J'i\ in:; -•>■. ial ph-i-iiir^ aii-I lb- rt. r- i\ id. at 1ii-vi, a >.r..ir\ of forty dollars a year, 

h»>lding a sonu-wlia! jiininin«i;t ]i'»-i'i mi i:i ili«' -..•■.iit) \\i:h ilie piiNJle^^r <>f g' ing to ^chool for three months 

of Detroit, his ambi:ioii and a-j-iiati -r.^ ii-iilin-' hiin in ihr w inirr. Alter wo: king three \ears for Mr. Frost, 

closely to his prnfcviui-ai di:ties. (liimri lu with hi- !)•• ajain riiSnd the svr\ice tif the butcher, and, at the 

means, no woit'liy cause t ver aj-jM-nU to h>in in \ai!i;|iMid uf nine m-'iiili-. <.)n the failure of the latter, jnir- 

and he occupies, as he <le-«erM-. an rr.\ iabie place in i h.i -'.d hi-^ t tfet Is anil carried im the business himself; 

the good opinion of his teilow-ci*. i. ».n-<. bcini^ tlim l-nl lil'ieen \ears of age, and having a capital 

'of Dill) live do'.lai^. He was quite successful for six 

^^. _ HI -ii'li-. whru. at ilie --oliLiMtioii of Mr. Krost, who had 

I 
;ni'\c-.l to I 'fir. .it. he soj-l .mt. an«l came to that citv in 

(K)h\Vl\, HON. DAMI-.L, Tp;.. r iVi.inM.:.,, I •^-b lor i wo u.oMihs alt.r hi. .arrival, he worked in a 

li"a"il.ei di >[.. and, Jo; the next two years and a half, for 
\li. 1 1 i-t. ill 'Jk- nianufai. ture of mattresses and furni- 
t'.iir. lb- i!k:i >tarti:d in business for himself, manufac- 
iiiiiiig cliair-^, at the corner of Kaimer and State streets. 
About ^i\ m<nitlis latrr, his e.-tablishment was burned 
out; kaNiiig him, after .settling with the insurance corn- 



trial of 1S51, kn'.)wn .as the *• Railroa^l ( onq)iracy ( ase; " 
and is at the present time Judge of the Circuit Court 
for the Northern I'eninsula of Michigan. 



ll;!" wa-; one of the eaily eniigr;in;s lo tii'- !■ 11 in \\ 
Vj^.\ ,,j" Michigan, where In- i-iiiiMc-l upon th-- pi. I'i'i 
of the li'gal pri.ife^'.ion. lit* wa- (or many yai^ I nili- i 
States District Attorney lor Michi.^an; was snli-c'iueni 1\ 
a I.)isfrict hidi-e; ser\i-d rriicmdlN in the >Mle Leg is- 

lature; and was i*re>ideiu of the < "onviiiutioiKd Convt n- 

^- e ^ II I f .1 I • .1 . I panics and navin*: his debts, with a cash capital of 

iKjii of 1S50. He aj^peared for the j»eople m ,the great I ' » , ts » i 

thirteen dollars, and the note of a citizen of Detndt 
tor fifty dollais. Tjion this note he borrowed forty 
tlollars, and, nothing ilaunted liy his misfortune, at 
once <.)pvned a meal-shop rm the corner of Howard 
jand'lhiid streets. In iS(m\ from the j)roceeds of his 
tratle, he erected a brick building fi^r a shop on the 
oj.posito corner, alter which his business steadily in- 
^;AMM()ND, CKOKC.K H., ^f Detroit, Michigan, jCrea-rd until, in 1S05, he remo\ed to No. jS Michigan 
was born at I'ilchburg, Mas-achu'irils, May 5, Crand a\enue, in the center of the city, and soon was 
<>'^-^ iSiS. His paients, lohn and Sarah ( Hu-ton ) I tin- pioprielor of a large and proq.erous establishment. 
^i Hammond, were of old New I'.iigiand si.xk. hi-s lb- be. anie inlrie^led in p.-rk and beef packing; and, 
palernai ancestors being among the rarlie-t sritlfi.s u{ ' having engaged in the transportation of fresh dressed 
this country. Hi- maleinal gran<lfalher was a na;i\e of meat-, his bu^ne^s grew to such an extent that, in 1872, 
Maine, and served eight \ears as a >oldier in the war he associated with him j. D. Standish and S. B. Dixon, 
of the kevtduiion. living to tin- age of ninel\ four \eais. ' ih*- iatirr of whom had bern his clerk for many years. 
Mr. tieorge 11. Hammond i- one ol twelve chihbeii. j 1 he llrm increa-ed tlnir facilities for meal-packing, 
J lis father being a mechanic, he was obliged early in 1 erecting a large packingdiouse on Twentieth street. 
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where they pack upwards of four thousand hogs, and 
do a business amounting to nearly a million dollars a 
year. In 1869 Mr. Hammond began sending dressed 
beef to the Eastern markets in refrigerator cars, which 
has proved a most successful venture, and has revolu- 
tionized the transportation of fresh meats. In that 
year, Mr. Davis, the patentee, built his first refrigerator 
car, and tried in vain to induce several parties to trans- 
port perishable articles in it, until Mr. Hammond con- 
sented to load the car with dressed beef for shipment to 
Boston, Mr. Caleb Ives being his partner in this venture. 
The beef reached Boston in excellent condition, found a 
ready market, and netted large returns. A second ex- 
periment was made in midsummer, with a like success- 
ful result. Mr. Hammond then, in partnership with two 
others, had ten cars built, established a slaughter-house 
near Chicago, and engaged in transporting dressed beef 
to the Eastern States. At the end of six months, ten 
more cars were added, and the demand has steadily in- 
creased, until now, in 1878, one hundred and eighty cars 
are employed; ten thousand pounds of beef are shipped 
daily to Boston, and thence distributed through New 
England. In addition to this, vast supplies of dressed 
hogs, eggs, butter, and other perishable produce, are 
forwarded in these cars to the Eastern markets. The 
success of this vast business, which amounts to about 
three million dollars annually, is due to the enterprise 
and sagacity of Mr. Hammond, who has had the entire 
management of it from the first. From it he has ac- 
cumulated a handsome fortune. Mr. Hammond ^ has 
been too attentive to his business to take an active part 
in politics, and has no ambition for political distinction. 
He votes the Republican ticket. He married, in 1857, 
Miss Ellen Barry. They have had eight children, five 
of whom are living. Mr. Hammond is a true type of 
the active, energetic, and successful — though modest 
and retiring — business man. 



^.ODGES, HENRY C, Insurance Agent and Real 
Estate Operator, senior member of the firm of 
^^^ Hodges Brothers, of Detrrjit, was born in (Irand 
^ Isle County, Vermont, March 2, 1828. His an- 
cestors were New Englanders, but his father was born 
in Washington County, New York; and his mother, a 
descendant of the Phelps family, of Connecticut, was 
born in Vermont. He received a common-school edu- 
cation; and, at the age of twelve years, began to earn 
his own living by working upon a farm. When six- 
teen, he commenced to learn the trade of carriage- 
making, and worked at it until he was twenty-two; 
when, in November, 1850, he started for the West. 
He spent a short time in Detroit, and then went into 



the interior of the State to work at his trade. He 
had occupied his leisure, while an apprentice in New 
York, in studying and reading, with an ambition to 
become something more than a mechanic; and, after a 
few weeks spent in Michigan, he obtained a situation 
as teacher, during the winter months, in a country 
school. The following summer, he was steward and 
clerk of the Railroad Hotel at Marshall, Michigan, 
which position he held for a year, and then resumed 
teaching. After remaining about two years in Michi- 
gan, he was so prostrated with fever and ague that he 
was obliged to seek another climate. He went to Wis- 
consin, became interested as partner in marble manufac- 
turing works, and remained there several years. In 
1862 he returned to Detroit, as State Agent for the 
Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Company. He asso- 
ciated his brother, Charles C. Hodges, with him in this 
business; and, a few months afterwards, Hodges Brothers 
became agents of the above company for the States of 
Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, and Minnesota. The busi- 
ness was prosecuted with such tact and energy as to 
become, in a few years, large and prosperous. In 1868 
they sold the agency for Iowa and Minnesota to the 
company; and, in the subsequent year, the province of 
Ontario was added to their general agency. Since they 
have conducted the business, it has amounted to nearly 
ten millions of dollars in receipts of premiums. In 1865 
they began operating in real estate, buying property on 
the corner of Lafayette and Tenth streets; and, after- 
wards, sixty feet front on Woodward avenue, upon which 
they have recently erected a magnificent five-story block 
for business purposes. In 1871 they purcha>ed twenty- 
four acres of land on the old Woodbridge estate, to 
which they added forty-two acres by a later purchase; 
opened through the property two fine avenues, — Lin- 
coln, seventy feet wide, and Trumbul, eighty feet wide; 
planted shade-trees; and introduced all necessary im- 
provements to make them attractive. The property was 
subdivided into lots, and part of it .sold on condition 
that the purchaser erected thereon a fine brick resi- 
dence; while the Hodges Brothers themselves built a 
number of elegant dwellings, which found a ready sale. 
In the course of some six years, from thirty to forty 
houses were put up, and the avenues are now two of 
the finest in the city of Detroit or its suburbs. In 1878 
they completed the Brunswick Hotel, on the corner of 
(Jriswold and State streets, one of the most complete 
and convenient hotels in Michigan. Mr. Hoilges has 
served one term a-s a member-at-large of the Board of Es- 
timates, for the city of Detroit; having been appointed 
to fill a vacancy occasioned by the death of Captain E. 
B. Ward, in*i875. ^'^ *s a liberal and public-spirited 
citizen, and has done much towards beautifying, im- 
proving, and building up Detroit. He has voted with 
the Republican party, but has never taken an active 
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part in politic."*, lie is a liberal Chii.stian, and has for 
several yc^l^ been trustee of the I'nitarian C hurcli of 
Detroit, lie was marriitl, Ort'.'bor lo, I.S54, at II.i.-l- 
ing>, Michigan, to Julia A. IJidwell, a native of Kinder- 
hook, New York, and a daughter of the late Judgi- 
Horace IJidwcll, of Hastings. 
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Mrt'^^^'^-^''^'' KiniARl), of IVtioif, Mirhi-nn, wri^ 
b<:»rn in Shrewsbury, I'.ni;l,in<l, Deccnilx-r i(\ 
I.S15. He is dt-^cendrd frtin an old Tn;;!! h 
• fnniily Mhirli eniiy ^chUmI in Sliir\v-b;.rN-. 'I In.- 
family i>r»'[)erty, ( au>j' ("a-llc i- nu ntio'.K-d i:i /'•'.■ \ .',1/ 
Mu>,ufn of t-tc Ur.'i/. bv ('liaih'«. Ilulln.-ir. iiilli«li- <i in 
Shre\\>biiry in 1S25. t juvo Ca-tl''. nr:ir W i-.-tbiiiv, w.i- 
one of the tw».'ni\ -f'tur ]"i(Khip> In Id 1>\ K. lht de ' i.-ilil 
from Ri>.i^er de Montj^-'njcry. A fru \ «. :n n i\L[ >. tlu- 
ca-tle and estate «err tlie jir'>]>i'r:y <'f ^ll.-n1.l^ 1!.;\\I'.\. 
()f liei nuinlow n. iV-nn-v haniii. Mi. l!.i\\li\\ l.i!!:. 1 

V as induced bv rnian'i;:l end»:ii r.i--nui;l :.- tn,i'";i;i ti. 
America in iSlS. Ho w.is t i,.iM. -l (■. j.;i'. r Isi- ■■;•. a 
CMmmon-^ehoid i ducal i"n. bjl in-l.i!;^' in- 1 ; .iiid. .;• 
the age of >c*\ enloen. Kiiliaul I!a\\!i\ r«'i.i:.ur.c< d bu-i- 
ne-^s on his own aeci>ni:i, ,:- ;i lu-.-ii", i-i ( h;\c!a:id. 
l.'ntler his ciireful nian.ii;«'niiiit, ■lit.- bi; i' = ■-. j.r'i-]erfl ; 
but he enteri'd iiit" sj. c.d.lii'ii. ..i.ii .I'l lir |...- ^.--^i-il 
wa> s\\('j»t away in the ; ani- nf i^^;;. li<- v..:- ad\i-(l 
to take advantage: of llu' b.inlvii:|.t lav., bit ]v : • ' >ti. :-.tl\ 
refused. Kenii'xini' t«i Yah, I'l-nn % b aiiia. iir ii'i::- 
nienced life aneu ; antl, br!<Me \<*U'^. w .i > i nablcd i.i 
j»av both |irincii'nl and inttiel <.il lli^ d'!''>. In iS.^.; 
he e*-labli>hed a bieuerv in l'(.{|i>i;. and cuiitinin'-l in 
the work until i>^55. In that \f.ii. tin- TniliibiiMiv 
l.ii|uor Law was enacted in Mii.lii;;.in, aiul hetli-cii- 
tinuc<l the bii-ine>s, and turned hi-, atlenii >n !«) malting. 
He was, perh.i}'-, the »inly brewer in the Slate \\ Im 
sliictly obeyed the law \n the injury ».f hi-, j.ur.^e. In 
1S75 he retired with a han»lsMme fortune, leaving a> 
hi:. succe.^*-oi his son Th<>nuis. \\h'» had been a->(ii.ile<l 

V ith him since iS('»o. Mr. Haw ley ha^ always taken an 
acti\e inteie^t in j)riblic aflaiis. aiul has been able to 
reU'lfi iniji'-rlant ]'Mb'ii- mtn ii l•■^. lb' ha~ bt-en n j'runi- 
inent niind)».r <il the Hein-il I'K.aiil ot liaie Im mai.\ 
ve.ir.-, and wa.>. fijr si-vr.-.l tenn^. it^ rei-i eMiifa'l\ e in 
the National llu.ird; he h:^^ al-. rr|.iMU.Jl\ ri|ire-i nii 1 
the latter in tin; I'l'miniun Ilcarvl of 'ILiilt.-, In i.Si..^ 
he >er\<d ateim in the Stale 1 (■gi^laInIe. lie ha-; -ervi- i 
as < ity (."(nincilor; as AMeiman nf tin- I-nirtli Ward; 
and as member of ilu- Jl'aid uf b^innau-'. nf Ptrtroit. 
He wa- ai;ain ajjointid to tli«; Man- 1 .«.:;: -In taic at tlu- 
ie(inl el'.«li"n. I ntii I>>5^, h'.' .i« led wilh the Whig-; 
since then, In- ha*^ be<n a jM-iminenl Hennnrat. Ilr 
married, in iSjy, Ivliza Gardner, daughter of ( "harb-- 



Gardner, of East Cleveland. They have had eight 
children, of whom three smis and three daughteis are 
lising. Mr.-. Hawley i** engage<l in many benevolent 
wi>rks; to her effmt is mainl\ «lue the C'tal^Iishmenl of 
l!ie \\iima:i's Ilnjiital, and Eounellings' Ili)me. She 
ha.-, been, in eveiy sen.se, a heljimeet to Ikt hu>ljan(l; 
an«.l he fi-els that much of hi^ success may be attributed 
to hi-r. Mi. ll.iwley. during the .se»ioji of iiS77, has 
iiientiiied hini.-.e!l wilh some measures on law reforms 
for the beiie:il of workii:g-men. He stands high, in 
the c< mm unity which he iej>resents. a.s a man of .sound 
jud,.:mint and lii-eial opinions. He has read much, 
a:;il ha- b«!m^d habits »,'f htudv. His sturdy honeslv 
M\x\ gill 1 faith are the outgrowth of a consilient Chris- 
ti.'.n character. 



i|| WD. GrokCi: i:.. of Detroit, was b.)rn in Ea5t 

^1 I (lui'.i rd. i.'W Malison, t.'onnccticut, in liScxj. 

^^ He g...ilu.,:d liom ^'.lle College in 1S29, and 
^i- 111 aii'.i Will to Detroit. He studied law in 
the ol::c! of l;:ili;i- IIi!l1il-:. who was then Attorney- 
(leiKia.. a'.:d iati.. (.hiei- 1 astice oi the Supreme Court. 
Inmie'liviii 1\ i-ii Id- a lini--i oi to the bar, he took the 
]i...iii..:i (it a ilo-c- and acruiate j'ractitioner. In 1835 
lie ua- a;i -iatd Ja'i.;e i)f rr-.)!iate for Wayne County; 
.ml, n-'iw itl;-ianding h\s yv)uth, di-charged the duties 
of I In- iitli»e -aiist.i.t"! ily. Duiing liis term of service, 
in n-i la--.- v. a • .m appe.il taken from his judgment. In 
iSjo he u I'lerated the city of Detioit in the Stale 
1,1 -i-laluif, anil w.i> Chaiiman of the ('ommittee for 
;!i«- ^.ili- n\ I'abiic Works. He drafted and had oversight 
ot' the bills fi'r chartering the Michigan Central and 
Michigan Sou'Jiein lvailii»ail comj»anies. In the.sc bills 
whiih were pa--ed under str«>ng opposition, were cm- 
bo I i< «l the terms of sale of the railroads, then owned by 
the State, to the i)re-enl Michigan Central and Michigan 
>ou'.hern Kailrv>ad com[\inies. Three things were kej)t 
jirominently in view, in ^haJ)ing this legi.-lation; first, 
the C'-mjiIitii-n an«l vxtendon of the Cenlial Road to 
l.ake Michigan, to be baili oi heavy 'I' rail, in jdacc of 
:1k- ol.l .-iraj) imn; si:contl, the extinguishment of the 
tin- S'.aie del't, some live million dollar.-, upon which no 
i.itrii-t had bein j'aid for )ears jtreviou- ; thirel, the 
<n.aii«ti ui a coip- ration ^tr^uig enough locru>h the steam- 
boat «. on 1 bill a I ion whiLh h.id controlled, i'or a number oT 
\iar-, nearly every -ii ainbiat on Lake I'^ric and the upper 
lakes, wilh dictatorship at IhitValo, exercised in such an 
arbi'.iary manner as t<» be of great injury to Michigan. 

riir -igniin am e and -uc-e.-.-. of this legislation may be 
-tell ill il.s re-idls, iinme liate and remi)te. Among the 
former, w ei e the >)««.( I\ Lonijdetion of a ^ir^t-cla.s.s railruad 
acrr.>s the State; the bringing into the State some eight 
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millions of Eastern capital, — the first considerable amount 
of sea-board capital which ever was invested west of 
the mountains; and, within two years, raising the 
credit of the State to par, from forty per cent, discount. 
For a time the steamboat combination defied the Mich- 
igan road; but, within three years, was crushed by it; 
and, greatly to the satisfation of the Michigan people, 
dissolved. Judge Hand was Chairman of the State 
Democratic Committee in 1848, and zealously supported 
the claims of General Cass. He was always a close 
personal friend and political advocate of that dis- 
tinguished statesman. In 1853 Judge Hand was ap- 
pointed United States Attorney for the district of 
Michigan, and held the position throughout President 
Pierce's administration. During his attorneyship, the 
extensive depredations upon Government lands on the 
western side of the State were broken up, by effective 
prosecution. No less than seventy-five indictments were 
pending, at the time, against timber tresspassers, some 
of whom were leading lumbermen of Chicago. A com- 
bination was formed, by the defendants, to defeat these 
prosecutions, and a strong section of the bar of Detroit 
was retained on their side, supported by prominent 
counsel from other localities. The District Attorney, how- 
ever, ably assisted by Hon. A. D. Frazer, succeeded in se- 
curing a conviction in every case that was tried. After a 
few examples had been made, the cpmbination gave 
way, and the defendants threw themselves on the clem- 
ency of the Government, under pledges to respect its 
rights in the future. This put an end to timber steal- 
ing in Michigan as a safe and lucrative employment. 
Since retiring from this office, Judge Hand has held no 
public position. 



^||5gESS, JULIUS. Architect, of Detroit, Michigan, 
^' ml ^*^ horn in Zurich, Switzerland, in the year 
^^^ 1841. He received a thorough education in the 
schools of his native country; and, having a 
peculiar talent for drawing, and a love of mathematical 
studies, he decided to fit him>.elf for the profession of a 
mechanical engineer. To further that purpose, he emi- 
grated to the United States, thinking that he might find 
a wider field for the practical training and experience 
necessary to success. He soon, however, discovered 
how difficult it would be for a young man without 
capital to work himself above the level of an ordinary 
journeyman, and chose the study of architecture, as a 
business requiring no moneyed capital. About a year 
previous to the civil war, he entered the office of J. P. 
Huber, architect, of Newark, New Jersey, but left his 
employment to enter the Federal army, as Second 
Lieutenant of Engineers, in a New York regiment. 



After serving eighteen months, ill health compelled him 
to resign this position, just at a lime when a Captain's 
commission was tendered him. He then went to Swit- 
zerland, for the purpose of regaining his health, and 
fully completing his architectural studies. He visited 
the principal cities of the continent, and returned after 
a year and a half. He has since practiced his profession 
with marked success. After several removals, he decided 
to make Detroit his home. Among the most prominent 
of the buildings designed by Mr. Hess may be men- 
tioned the Michigan Centennial Building, constructed 
on the Centennial Exhibition ground, at Fairmount 
Park, Philadelphia; St. John's Evangelical Protestant 
Church, Detroit; the parsonage of St. Mary's Catholic 
Church; the Harmonic Society Building; the Concert 
Hall, which is considered one of the finest in the State ; 
as well as public school buildings, and private dwellings 
in the city of Detroit, and in different sections of Mich- 
igan. Mr. Hess married, in January, 1868, Mary E. 
Hall, of Detroit. She is a lineal descendant of Hannah 
Duston, of Haverhill, near Boston, who is famous for 
having killed ten Indians, with the help of her nurse- 
girl and a captive English lad, in March, 1697, on 
Duston Island, six miles above Concord, New Hamp- 
shire, where they had been carried captives. 




AYES, JOSIAH DIXON, Detroit, Michigan, 
: was born in the township of Clayton, Jefferson 
, .^ County, New York, January 16, 1825. His 
^ father, Daniel Hayes, was a native of Salem, 
Massachusetts, and one of the pioneers of Jefferson 
County, New York. The family is descended from the 
Pilgrim Fathers who emigrated from Scotland to Salem, 
Massachusetts, among the first settlers of that State. In 
1835 ^r- Hayes removed with his father to Pittsford, 
Monroe County, New York, where he received his edu- 
cation in the district and select schools. When thirteen 
years of age, he entered the mercantile establishment of 
Hopkins & Hewitt, and remained three years. The firm 
then dissolved, the senior member removing to Roches- 
ter, and forming a partnership under the firm name of 
Hopkins & Robbins, which was afterwards dissolved by 
an order from the Court of Chancery, Mr. Hayes having 
been appointed by the receiver to close their affairs. He 
found it necessary to go to Canada to collect debts, and, 
after closing the business, settled in Coburg, Ontario. 
He then made a business engagement with John M. 
Grover, a prominent man of Colborne, with whom he 
remained until 1847. He then removed to New York 
City, and formed a partnership with George E. Shaw 
and George W. Comstock, wholesale dealers in woolens, 
drugs, and medicines. They also established a store at 
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Toronio, Canada. In ihe -spring of 1S4CJ, lie puri liriscd llio largest flour-null> in the State. lie was made Prcsi- 
ihc inicrots of hi-. parlni'r>.; after wliicli, he suM ilie (lent of the ct^nipany, an<l continued as such until he 
entire business anil renioved to C()Il)orne. ( '.mada. \n Ik re. had j»iireha>ed the interests of all who were connected 
in partnei>hip with W. IF. (oUon, he enien-d uj>on the with it, heroming the stde proprietor. Mr. Hayes has 
mercantile tr.ide. lie s«)on after piuiha-^ed Mr. ( oitoii\ made a llioroirj^h >tudy of the matter of transportation, 
share, and conducted the husine^-^ until 1S52. V\>n\\ the' He has written a number of articles and addressed 
comjdelion of the (irand Trunk Kaiiuay, he was j)fh'nd \aiious commercial bodies throu«;hout the country upon 
hi> choice of various p(*-viiion> in tlie ionij)any, and thi^ subject. In 1S73 lie was the lirst j^erson examined 
accepted ihf a^^ency at ('(»hur<^^ in older to >».ttie hi-, by the Senate ("ommiltee on Transjjortation Routes, and 
biisiiK-ss alfair>. ( >n the completion of the >anie load to his testimony was published in the reports of that corn- 
Detroit, in 1S59. he was apj)ointcil (ieneial A^eni of mittee. He was a dehgaie to the first (.leneral Conven- 
the(.irand Trunk Railway, and Treasuri-r t»f the ( hicaj;o, I lion of the I'.oaid of Trade, which wa.s held in Detroit 
Detroit and (.'anada (irand Trunk Kailwav. In iSoi in lulv, kSo^, antl which resulted in the formation of a 
he went into the ofnce of the Superintendent of tlu- Natii^nal Hoard of Tratle. Mr. Hayes took strong 
Michigan Central Railroad (.Onipany, uniier Mr. R. N. ^lountU against the buihling by the General Government 
Rice. Soon after the ileath of Mr. Se\niour, of r.uff.do, of the coiilenijilated Niagaia Ship Canal, although the 
Mr. Hayes was npj.oinled (ieneial Ilasiein liei-ii; couM-ntioii w as almost united in its favor. Hisargumenl 
Agent of the Michi:;an Centra! Railroad, and icni->\ed was j.ul.)li>hcd in ]>ami>lilet fi»rm by the liuftalo Board of 
to IJuflfalo, New- "\'ork. In i.s<)5. up'-n tlu- le-i-nation 1 ladc, and circulated extensively; soon after which, 
of C. A. Hurd, Mr. lla\es w.is app"i;ilfi As-i .'.am j the au;i:.i:ioii in icj^aid to the construction of the canal 
Superintenilent of the Miihi<;an ( Ci.ti;.! kaili<Ml, ha\- via-c<l. Mr. Hayes wa- chosen a member of the Exec- 
ing his head-quarters at I>eii"il. < )n ihe d«-tnic'.i'>!i of u:i\e ( .'Uiuil I'f t!ie Naiit.mal l>(jard of Trade, at the 
the Michigan ("entral I-"iciL;ht De]..-! b\ Jnc, all c :.ti;:i> ; iii^t nui tin^ he atten<led. and has been re-elected to 
for freight destroyed were saiislaet- 1 ily m tiled by him. ■ -ach of.uc at e\eiy sub>cipient meeting. At the June 
During hi> connecti(Hi with this c«>m| any. Mr. Ha\t-. niei-tin^' i-f tli«' National Roard of Tiatle, in 1875, he 
otablished the system of ihr.'iiL;h uatViv; fn.m jioints in pie-ented an aigumenl in favor of the e,stablishment, 
the West to ICuropean ]>ort>. ./.; New \oik, >(» that one. b> the funeral ( io\ <'rinnent, of a Department of Corn- 
bill (jf lading coverc'l both land and ocean tiansp..rla- | nieice. and ilie appointment o( a Cabinet ofticer over 
tion. At first, no railroad company would assume stub this di p.ii iineiit. Ilie National Ruard ordered the print- 
a responsibility, nor would the ste.niiship lines ajMce to ; ii.j,^ ot the alignment in j)am]>hlet form, for circulation 
accept such bilK of lading in I'uit.jie. He then made ani'>i:g the x.pi.iu- lJ«.aid- «.)f Tiade in the I'nited States, 
arrangements with the Rlack Star I iae of sailing pack- i lii'lei an .icl of Congress establishing the bureau of 
ets from New V<iik to Liverpool to accej>t his pel >on;d ' -laiishe-i on iiansjx.rtation and transportation routes, he 
bills of lading, thus fi>unding the " I!urope.in r.\]ire-s was app«^inted one ol the (iovcrnment Sj>ecial Coni- 
I'reight Line." I'pon the organization oi the Naii'Hi.il | niis-,iuneis, which otiice he still holds. On the formation 
Steamship (.lomjjany, they als«) accepted his bills. I'rom of the .Millers' Assoiiatioii of the State of Michigan, he 
this beginning has grown the s\siem of through shij)- Kvas chosen President, and still retains that office. In 
raents in nearly all the American seaj)ort citie-, in con- | 1S71 72 the .Merchants' and Manufacturers' Rank of 
nection with all thiough lines of tiaiisporlaiion. 'Ihe | Dein»it iiureascil itscai)iial; Mr. Hayes i)urclia.scd slock 
.system of transpurting fre-h beef in refiigeralor cars , in the bank, and was appointed \'ice-I*resident, which 
from the \\'esi U) the Last was also e.-itablished under ; position he Mill holds. In 1S73 he established the Kx- 
ihe management of Mr. Hayes. It was commenced in ' change Hank «»f Grand Ledge, to facilitate business 
a single refrigerator car,- -a Detroit invention, — built ; there, where he had large farming interests. At the 
by the Michigan ('entral Railroad Company. The first Uon\ tntion of bankers at Saratoga, in 1S74, he took 
shipment })ro\ed a financial failure. The railroad com- ■ strong groumls against the double taxati<)n of bank capi- 
pany refused to build any more such cars, wheieujioii tal, and uiged the formation of a National Rankers' 
Mr. Haves, then (ieneral Mana -er of the Rhn* 1 inc. Association. He was niade a member t>f the Executive 
j"»r«icuied the cais. After nueiing wi;h ci'iisideiaMe ' ( onimitti e and Seei clary for the (»rganization of such an 
oppo-ition. both fiom the railro;'d> ami the bull luM-. in ill'.- AsNociatii.n. wlTnli was completed at Philadel])hia in 
hirge Lantern citiis, thev built uji an inunen-e bu^ine^-, i>>75. A bill h.i\ing been brought before ('ongress for 
not onlv in this coaniiv. bul al.-t) in Lur<':>e. In No- the iemo\al of its ta\es bv the (ieneral (j(jvcrnment. 
vember, iS()''>, up.on the org.ini/ati«>n of the Rlue Line, Mr. Hayes was unanimously chosen to present the fir.st 
Mr. Hayes was apj)ointed (Ieneial M.mager, and sei\ed ' argununl on the subject to the Way.s and Means Com- 
in this capacity eight ye.irs. During this period, lie niiitee, which he did February 7. 1S77. Mr. Hayes was 
united with «»llu rs in buiUling the Detroit Central MilU, | trained in the Rresbyierian faith, and is an attendant 
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Upon that church, although not a member. He is a Re- 
publican in his political views, but has never held or sought 
any political office. In the spring of 1849, he married 
Miss Elura Mary Wood, only daughter of Colonel Wood, 
They have three children, — one son and two daughters ; 
the former of whom, Frederick W. Hayes, is Cashier of 
the Merchants* and Manufacturers' Bank. Mr. Hayes 
is a gentleman of kind and courteous manners; a keen 
observer of men and things; and energetic and persever- 
ing in all his enterprises, never failing in any undertak- 
ing where success is possible. He is an able and efficient 
writer and speaker on subjects to which he has given 
thought and study; and, upon matters pertaining to 
transportation, he has a national reputation. 



«^f-ARMON, JOHN H., of Detroit, was born in 
"1 Portage County, Ohio, June 21, 1819. He is a 
> son of John Harmon, a native of Connecticut, 
^ who emigrated to Ohio in 1800, and was for many 
years the publisher of a newspaper. At an early age, he 
entered his father's office, at Ravenna, Ohio, to learn 
printing, for which he manifested a strong taste; and, 
under the instruction of his father, became an accurate 
and skillful printer. In 1838 he went to Detroit, and 
became connected with the Detroit Free Press^ then 
owned by three brothers, — John S. Bagg, Silas Bagg, 
and Ashael Bagg. He remained there, as journeyman 
printer, upon the editorial staff, and as partner, for 
many years; retiring therefrom with a handsome for- 
tune, which was subsequently lost. On his arrival in 
Detroit, he found the northern frontier in a blaze of 
excitement, created by the Patriot War, in Canada; 
and, being full of zeal and devotion to a Democratic 
Government, he joined an expedition that crossed into 
Canada, at Windsor, in the winter of 1838. The expe- 
dition was not successful; and, being attacked by a 
superior force of Canadian troops, retreated to the 
American side, with a loss of two or three of the party 
killed. In his career as publisher and as journalist, 
Mr. Harmon was very prosperous, and exerted an in- 
fluence in political matters throughout the State and 
the North-west. He was honored, in 1852, by being 
chosen Mayor of the city of Detroit, and was re-elected 
in the following year, having previously held the office 
of Alderman for two terms. He was then one of the 
most popular men in the city, — generous, kind to the 
poor, a genial companion, and a hospitable friend ; but, 
in time, he became a victim to the bad habits created 
by the customs of hospitality then existing in Detroit. 
With a firmness of will and a tenacity of purpose 
absolutely amazing, he conquered that habit, however, 
and, practically putting on the red ribbon of reform, he 

lU 



has worn it for many years; and is to-day a silent but 
most eloquent example of a permanently reformed man. 
He was appointed, by President Pierce, in 1853, Col- 
lector of the Port of Detroit, the duties of which he 
performed with fidelity, meeting the approbation of all 
parties in his official conduct. Since his retirement 
from this office, he has spent much of his time in 
Washington City, having passed thirty winters at the 
national capital during the sessions of Congress. In 
politics, he has always been a Democrat; and, pro- 
bably, to-day, has a wider personal acquaintance with 
the prominent and public men of the nation than any 
other one man. The writer of this sketch, who has 
always been his opponent in political matters, says, 
unhesitatingly, that there is no one who commands the 
confidence and good- will of all public men to a greater 
extent than does Mr. Harmon. In personal appear- 
ance, being over six feet in height, slender, with the 
complexion and eyes of an Indian, long black hair, 
combed back from his forehead and falling on his col- 
lar. Mr. Harmon looks very like the old pen-picture of 
John Randolph, of Tuckahoe; and so youthful is his 
countenance, that, to those who knew him a generation 
ago, he seems almost unchanged. Born of a Presby- 
terian family, he has always paid due respect to re* 
ligion, but is too sincere and independent to pretend 
to be what he is not; and so may be ranked as a man 
of broad, liberal, and well-settled views of religion. 
In 1 84 1 he married Miss Sara S. Rood, and to her, 
above all others, is he indebted for his success and 
triumphs in life. In his darkest hours, she clung to 
him, encouraged and upheld him," drawing him upward, 
and yet upward, above temptation, and made him what 
he is, — a true gentleman. 




tEAMES, HENRY, Mechanical Engineer and 
if. Builder, Detroit, was born in the city of Taun- 
"^y^ ton, Somerset County, England, on the 26th of 
^ June, 1823. He is the sixth child of William 
and Jane Heames. The early history of his father's 
family dates back to the defenders of religious liberty 
in England. His mother's death occurred when he was 
but two years old; and, his father's health not permitting 
personal attention to business, their means were soon 
exhausted. In consequence of this, and being the 
youngest child, he was prevented from receiving the 
educational advantages which he might otherwise have 
enjoyed. Mr. Heames early manifested a special apt- 
ness in mechanics, which developed and matured in 
after years. Leaving school when quite young, he lived 
with a farmer for three years, and, at the end of that 
time, went to live in Devonshire with a Mr. Sibthrop, 
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who always took the greatest interest in his welfare. 
When fifteen year.** of age, he engaged with a buiUIcr 
to learn the mason's trade. At the same time, he at- 
tended evening schools, and made a special study of 
mechanical drawing, in order that he might advance 
more rapidly in the profession he had chosen. In 1842, 
in company with two other y«»ung men, he went to 
France, and was employed on public works until the 
death of his father, when he returned to England, and 
engaged in the same work there. After a .short time, 
he received an offer from his former employer in P'rance, 
and returned to that country, where he took charge of 
the construction of the engine-house and other build- 
ings for the Paris and Rouen Railroad Company, at 
Lapeer station. From this time until 1S48, he was en- 
gaged by the same company in constructing railroad 
work-shops and gas-works at the city of Tours, in ilic 
south of France; in the cities of Rouen and Havre ile 
Grace, in Normandy; and also in the construction of 
tunnels and bridges on the Paris and Rouen, and Rouen 
and Havre de Grace railroads. February 22, 184S, he 
married, in the city of Paris, France, Hannah M. N. 
Carpenter, of Wroxton, near Hanbiiry, Oxfordshire, 
England. Seven children are the i.>sue of this mar- 
riage, of whom four suns and two daughters are li\iiig 
at the present time. Jn the month foll<Avinj^ hi> mar- 
riage, Mr. Heames and hi.> wile sailed for the United 
States, and arrived in New York alter a stormy voyage 
of twenty-nine days. He remained there a short time, 
after which he visited Albany, RoehcNier, UulTaio, and 
Detroit, settling in the latter city in the fall of the same 
year. Mr. Heames worked as a journeyman ma^on 
until 1850, when he accejued a situation from the Mar- 
quette Iron Company, taking charge of the construction 
of the first iron furnace erected at Marcpietle, Lake 
Superior. In the latter portion of the year 1851, he 
resigned this j^osiiion and returned to Detroit. He at 
once forme<l a partnership with Mr. C. Stange, in the 
building business. They did the mason work of the 
bridges and cuUerts on the Windsor end of the Great 
Western Railroad; built the Reed Hlock, the Fulton 
Iron Works, and other buildings in Detroit. Thi-. part- 
nership being dissohed in 1853, Mr. Heames was ap- 
pointed by the Sault Ste. Marie Canal Company, as 
superintendent of quarries at MaUlen, Cana«la, and at 
Marblehead, Ohio. In the fall of 1854, he was ap- 
pointed superintendent of excavation on the canal, and 
remained in that capacity until it was llnished; he was 
then appointed road-master of the Michigan Central 
Railroad, on the division between Lake Station, Iniiiana, 
and Joliet, Illinois. In 1S56 he resigned this position 
to become su])erintendenl of the construction of a har- 
bor at Onlona^^on, Lake Suj)erior. Ai the completion 
of this Work, in 1S58, Mr. Heames relurne<i to Detroit. 
During the next eight year.>, he was engaged in the con- 



struction of the copper works at Ontonagon; putting up 
the first machinery for the Woodville Coal Company; 
building the first oil refinery at Rochester, New York; 
at Erie, Pennsylvania; and at Detroit, Michigan. He 
did the furnace and bench work for the Detroit, Jack- 
son, Kalama/.oo, Adrian, Monroe, East Saginaw, Mich- 
igan; and Joliet, Illinois, gas companies; and built the 
Vpsilanti and Coldwater gas-works, besides superintend- 
ing the building of the Follett House, at Ypsilanti. 
In May, 1864, Mr. Heames was appointed agent for the 
Hudson, Sharon, and Derby copper-mine companies, 
with power of attorney to close up the affairs of the 
Carp Lake and Lafayette copper-mines, in the Porcupine 
I Mountain district. Lake Superior. This. business having 
been satisfactorily accomplished, he received an offer 
of the agency of the Norwich mines, but declined the 
, position. In May, 1866, he commenced the construction 
! of the new works of the Detroit Gas-light Company; 
in 1868, he was appointed resident superintendent of 
this company, and held the ofllice until 1872, when, 
having forme<l a partnership with his eldest son, Will- 
iam K. Heames, he tendered his resignation, and com- 
menced the manufacture of lime, dealing in stone, etc., 
under the firm name of H. Heames & Son. He is also 
one of the well-known firm of W. E. Heames & Co., 
wholesale Hour merchants, Detroit, Michigan. In 1873 ^® 
was ajip(jinted engineer, to furnish plans for and to erect 
the Last Saj^inaw Gas-works, which have been pro- 
nounced, by competent judges, the model works of the 
Stale. In November, 1873, he was elected, on the 
Dcmoeralic ticket. First Alderman of the Twelfth Ward, 
UtT a term of two years. In 1875, when the question 
of law and order, and a proper observance of the Sab- 
bath, excited the ])ublic mind to a considerable extent, 
Mr. Heames took a bold and decided stand in its de- 
fense, and was re-elected Alderman, for two years more, 
by a large majority. Upon the reorganization of the 
Council, in January, 1877, he was chosen President, and 
was also unanimously elected Chairman of the Board of 
Supervisors. During the contest of the preceding year, 
for the Presidency of the Council, as well as in regard to 
the caucus appointments, Mr. Heames had the approval 
of his constituents, having the independence to follow 
his own convictions of j)ublic duty regardless of private 
or personal interests. This was manifested in the reso- 
lutions passed by the Mayor and Alderman upon the 
expiritiioii of his term of office, January I, 1878. These 
resolutions were elegantly engrossed, and presented to 
Mr. Heames by the Mayor and Aldermen. Mr. Heames 
was an ok -line Whig until the dissolution of that party, 
and has since been a conservative Democrat. On the 
organization of St. George's Society, he was elected 
President, and was re-elected for three successive terms. 
Mr. Heames takes an active part in church and Sabbath- 
.school work; he is a member of the Episcopal Church, 



REPRESENTATIVE MEN OF MICHIGAN. 



73 



and a firm adherent to its teachings. He holds the 
oflfice of trustee of the Fort Street Methodist Episcopal 
Church. This record of the life of Mr. Heamcs shows 
what may be accomplished by patient, untiring indus- 
try and a determined will, even under adverse circum- 
stances. To such men, the State of Michigan owes her 
rapid advancement in all that pertains to commercial 
growth and prosperity. 




PPKIN, ROBERT, Scenic Artist, of Detroit, 
was born in Glasgow, Scotland, January 3, 1832. 
He is the son of Robert and Janet (Millar) 
Hopkin, who, in 1842, settled in Detroit, where 
his father afterwards engaged in the grocery business. 
On his mother's side, he is descended from the old 
Scotch Covenanters. A brother of his mother fell ai 
the side of Sir John Moore at the battle of (.'orunna ; 
and an uncle of his father* served in the IVninsular 
War, under the Duke of Wellington. His father died 
in 1869, leaving little to his children but an unblem- 
ished name and an example of industry and persever- 
ance; the wife and mother had died twt) years before. 
From early childhood, Robert had shown rare artistic 
ability, having, at the age of five years, taken delight 
in sketching the vessels that lay at anchor off (ilasgow. 
This gradually developed into the marked jjenius which 
has characterized his later productions. After his par- 
ents removed to Detroit, he was apprenliceil to learn 
carriage-painting, which he thoroughly mastered, liej 
afterwards worked at house and steamboat ])aintin<^, 
meanwhile devoting many stolen hours to his more 
cherished artistic studies. His remarkable talent soon 
brought him into notice, and ornamental work became 
his principal occupation, his leisure hours being devoted 
to the higher walks of his profession. On the outbreak 
of the civil war, he was employed to paint nearly all the 
banners that went into the field from the city of Detroit. 
He has decorated the interiors of some of the finest public 
buildings and private residences in Detroit and Chicago, 
prominent among which may be mentioned the scenery 
and fresco of the new Opera-house, Detroit; the Cham- 
ber of Commerce and Hooley's Theatre, Chicago; and 
many others. His forte has been landscape painting. 
and many of his works have attracted the most favorable 
attention of art critics. He was a worthy representa- 
tive of Michigan at the Centennial Exhibition, his 
painting of "Loch Katrine" ranking among the hij^hest 
efforts of American artists; his picture of the steamer 
•*R. N. Rice" being the only one on exhibition in the 
Michigan building from the pencil of a Michi<;an artist. 
While temporarily residing in Chicago, he lost several 
thousand dollars' worth of paintings by the great tire. 



"The Abandoned," a marine sketch, being the only one 
rescued out of a large number. Another marine view 
from his brush, which has attracted much attention 
from connoisseurs, is " Towing Out ;'* and still another, 
"Sleeping-bear Point;'* besides several minor produc- 
tions. He is at present engaged on a large picture, 
"The River Jordan," which bids fair to rank as a 
masterpiece. He married, December 21, 1851, Miss 
Eveline Godfrey, a native of Ithaca, New York. Of 
six children born to them, three sons and a daughter 
survive. While engaged in decorating the new Detroit 
Opera-house, he met with an accident which seriously 
injured his spine and almost permanently disabled him. 
He has so far recovered, however, as to be able to 
again devote himself to his art ; and it is to be hoped 
that his pencil may be employed many years in giving 
to the world the creations of his genius. As a repre- 
sentative of Michigan art, he well deserves a place 
among the self-made men. His brother, John Hopkin, 
is worthy of more than a passing mention. He also 
was born in Cilasgow, December 21, 1839. After the 
emigration of the family to Detroit, he worked on a 
farm until he was fourteen years of age, having little 
or no o]>portunity for an education. By the most aston- 
ishing j)ersevcrance, he subsequently managed to over- 
come the difficulties in his way; and, by self culture, 
has acquired an education equal to the average. When 
fourteen years old, he was apprenticed to learn carriage- 
painting; and, after mastering that trade, he engaged 
in carriage-making, completing his time as journeyman 
when abtnit twenty years old. He immediately began 
business in his j)resent location, in company with his 
brother William. The latter was a prominent member 
of the old Fire Department, and this connection brought 
the firm a considerable amount of work in hose car- 
riages, hook and ladder trucks, etc. Starling with 
literally nothing but a reputation for honesty and in- 
dustry, they soon built up a line business in the manu- 
facture of omnibuses, etc., making a specialty of circus 
wagons. William Hopkin died in 1869, arid since then 
John has conducted the business alone. Unlike his 
brother Robert, John's tastes have been of a mechanical 
turn. His ambition to become a master in his line of 
work, he has long since satisfied. In 18O3, while at- 
tached to the old Eire Department, he distinguished 
himself by an act of bravery which gained for him 
well-merited praise, — rescuing a woman from a burning 
building at the peril of his own life, when even the 
boldest of the proverbially brave firemen flinched. Eike 
his brother, he was brought up a Presbyterian, and still 
clings to his early religious convictions. In 1866 he 
married Miss Ellen Young, of Detroit. Her parents 
were old residents of that city, though natives of Can- 
ada, where they had been through the stirring scenes 
of the Patriot War, barely escaping with their lives 
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from the Indian allies of the combatants. Mr. IIopkin*s 
reputation as a business man is of the highest order; — 
his engagements are always fulfilled to the letter, and 
all his business is executed under his personal supervi- 
sion. His industry and perseverance have been rewarded 
by the accumulation of a competency ; and in society he 
fills the part of a useful citizen, as well as a self-made 
and enterprising business man. 




;ULL, JOHN, late of Detroit, Michigan, was 
born at Georgetown, District of Columbia, March 
31, 1812. He is descended from a family which 
came over to this country in the early part <»f 
the seventeenth century, with the orij^inal founders of a 
colony in the State of Maryland. Tlie father t>f Mr. 
Hull died when the latter was quite youn^ ; and a> ;.oon as 
the boy was able, he wa.^ obliged to earn what he coul«l to 
aiii in the support of the family. As a con^ccjuence, 
his school advantages were necessarily nej^lecled, and 
his early education consisted of a few months at school 
each year, for several years. He was, liuwcver, very 
fond of reading, and, throughout his life, kept himself well 
informed on the various public matters of [he day. He 
was apprenticed to the butcher's trade, in (ieorgetown, 
and was engaged there in that business until 1S34; 
when, at the age of twenty-two years, he started for 
the West to seek his fortune. He first settled at l.)ay- 
ton, Ohio, where he was occupied at liis trade for some 
time. He then removed to Columbus, Ohio; and, sub- 
sequently, to Sandusky, Ohio, where he engaged in 
business in partnership with his brother. There, in 
1840, he married Miss Helen Mar Doraine, and, imme- 
diately after, removed to Detroit. His business venture 
in Sandusky not proving successful, he was without a 
dollar in the world when he arrived in Detroit, literally 
a stranger in a strange city. With undaunted courage, 
heat once set to work at his trade; and, by frugality 
and economy, saved a little money from his wages. 
This he invested in a judicious manner, and reaped his 
first harvest, by means of which he was enabled to 
start in business for himself. This he did on the corner 
of Campus Martins and Monroe avenue, retaining this 
location during his whole business career. Being a man 
possessed of warm impulses, a strong social nature, and 
strict integrity, his trade rapi<lly increased ; and, in the 
course of a few years, he became one of the most suc- 
cessful men, in his branch of business, in the city. At 
the time of his deatli, in 1864, he had amassed a for- 
tune as a reward of his industry, frugality, and enter- 
prise. One of his most noted characteristics was his 
large-hearted benevolence; he was ever ready to help 
the needy and distressed in whatever way lay in his 



power, and no one appealed to htm in vain. No man 
in Detroit gave to the unknown poor with a more gen- 
erous hand, while he contributed liberally to the various 
charitable institutions of the city. From the time of 
its foundation until his death, he gratuitously supplied 
the Industrial School with all the me^t needed for its 
use. Hundreds of poor in the city were the constant 
recipients of his benefactions, and he was known and 
esteemed among them as the **poor man's friend." 
Having in early life known the sufferings of poverty, 
he knew how to pity and sympathize with the un- 
fortunate. Their regret was manifested at his funeral, 
which was attended by hundreds of men, women, and 
children, who had often had occasion to know that Mr. 
Hull was their friend, and who had come on this occa- 
sion to pay a last sad tribute to his memory. The 
funeral was one of the largest ever held in the city of 
Detroit. His death was occasioned by injuries received 
on being thrown from his buggy in the fall of 1864. 
Mr. Hull was a life-long Democrat, a strong partisan, 
and an earnest advocate of the principles of his party. 
He was a strong and successful politician, and was a 
very ])opular stump speaker, having made a number of 
speeches during the Trcsidenlial canvass of 1864. He 
possessed great political influence among the working 
classes, in c<jn>equence of his kindness and liberality. 
At various |>eriods in his life, he occupied positions of 
trust and re>poiisiblity, always with honor to himself 
and to the satisfaction of his constituents. He was twice 
elected an Alderman of Detroit. At the time of his 
death, he was Chairman of the Board of Auditors for 
Wavnc Countv, and was the Democratic candidate for 
the State Senate for the Second Senatorial District. 
M his death he left an estimable wife and eight sons, 
all of whom are residents of Detroit, and engaged in 
business. 
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OWARD, HAMILTON G., Lawyer, of Detroit, 
1^ second son of Jacob M. Howard, was born at 



Detroit, on the 6th of January, 1845. TTie 
record of his distinguished father's life appears 
elsewhere in this volume. His mother, whose maiden 
name was Katharine A. Shaw, of Ware, Massachusetts, 
was noted for her great beauty and brilliancy in early 
life; and, in later years, for her philanthrophy and 
c:hristian graces. She died in 1866. Mr. Howard 
began the study of Latin and Greek at nine years of 

■ age, under his father's instruction; subsequently attended 
public and private schools; entered the Sophomore 
Class of Williams College, Massachusetts, in 1863; and 
graduated with honor in 1S66, having been elected 

i President of his cla-^s. During a portion of his college 
course, he acted as his father's private secretary, and as 
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clerk of the United States Senate Committee on Pacific 
Railroads, residing in Washington in the winter months, 
and at the same time keeping up his college studies. 
He commenced the study of law in his father's office, 
in 1866, continuing to spend his winters in Washington, 
as his father's secretary, where he was a daily witness 
of the great debates on the reconstruction measures of 
Congress, and the impeachment trial of President Andrew 
Johnson. He was admitted to the bar of Michigan in 
1866, and to that of Illinois in 1872. He practiced 
law in Chicago one year, when he returned to Detroit. 
In 1874 Mr. Howard was nominated by acclamation, by 
the Republican party of Detroit, for Representative in 
the State Legislature, but was defeated at the election, 
together with the remainder of the ticket, by less than 
one hundred votes, — Mr. Howard running ahead of his 
ticket in several wards. In 1876 he received an oflfer, 
from President Grant, of the position of United States 
Attorney for the Southern District of Florida, but de- 
clined to accept. In the fall of the same year, he was 
unanimously nominated, by the Republican party, for 
State Senator from the First Senatorial District, but the 
district being strongly Democratic, he was defeated, as 
subsequently in the election of 1877, when honored 
with the nomination for City Attorney. Mr. Howard 
has an excellent standing in his profession, and possesses 
a law library of some twelve hundred volumes. He is a 
gentleman of fine presence and genial manners. He is 
unmarried. 



f\WLEY, THOMAS DE RIEMER, of Detroit, 
was born at Erie, Pennsylvania, February 27, 
1843. ^is father is Richard Hawley, a sketch 
of whose life will be found elsewhere in this 
volume. His mother, Evangelia (Gardner) Hawley, is 
a daughter of Colonel John Gardner, who was Captain 
of a company of volunteers in the War of 181 2. He 
fought at the battle of Plattsburg, and was afterwards 
Colonel of a regiment of militia in Ohio, which was 
called out in the Black Hawk War, but was not in 
active service. His mother's maternal grandfather, 
Ahimeaz Sherwin, was a drum-tnajor in the Revolution- 
ary War; and her great-grandmother, named Puchet, 
was one of a family of Huguenots, who fled from France 
and settled in Connecticut. The parents of T. D. Haw- 
ley having removed to Detroit in the spring of 1843, ^^^ 
early education was received in the Barstow and Capiiol 
schools of that city. In 1854 he was sent to the sem- 
inary in Hopedale, Ohio, where he studied for a year; 
and, in the spring of 1855, sailed with his parents for 
Europe, where he spent six months in traveling. Upon 
his return home, in November, 1855, he was placed in 
a classical school in Detroit, conducted by Doctor Sol- 



dan, where he remained until September, 1 858, when he 
entered the Upper Canada College, at Toronto. Being 
especially fond of study, he applied himself diligently, 
and, at the final examinations of the year, received 
twelve first-grade certificates out of fourteen subjects, in 
competition with forty-five students. At the end of the 
second year's examination, he received the three highest 
prizes, against an equal number of competitors. In 
i860 he left college and entered the employment of his 
father, who carried on an extensive malt and hop busi- 
ness in Detroit. In i86i, when only eighteen years of 
age, his father admitted him as partner, under the firm 
name of R. Plawley & Son. This firm existed until 
January I, 1874, when he bought out his father's share, 
and, having given one of his clerks an interest in the 
business, the firm became T. D. Hawley & Co., which is 
still doing a large business. In 1872 Mr. Hawley bought 
an interest in the Detroit Daily Uniotty was chosen a 
director, and also secretary and treasurer of the com- 
pany, which positions he held for a year, when he sold 
out his interest. During this time, he contributed freely 
to the editorial columns of the paper, gratifying a taste 
for writing which he has had from boyhood. Mr. 
Hawley entered actively into the arena of politics as 
soon as he became a qualified voter. In 1864 he was 
chosen a member of the Wayne County Democratic 
Committee; and, in the fall of the same year, was 
elected, on the Democratic ticket, a member of the 
Detroit Board of Education, for the First Ward, serving 
two years from January I, 1865. The first year, he was a 
member of the Committee on Teachers, and the second 
year. Chairman of the Committee on Finance. During 
his term, he actively participated in two important con- 
tests, — the introduction of the McCufTey series of readers, 
and the appointment of Professor I. M. B. Sill as Super- 
intendent of Schools; in both he was victorious. In the 
fall of 1866, he was nominated on the Democratic and 
Workingman's ticket as Representative in the State 
Legislature, and was the only one of the five candidates 
on the same ticket who was elected, receiving four hun- 
dred and seventy-two votes more than any other. He 
served in the Legislature of 1867, and was a member of 
the Committee on State Affairs. He was leader of the 
homeopathic party in this Legislature, and was largely 
instrumental in securing a clause attached to the Uni- 
versity Appropriation Bill, providing for the appoint- 
ment of two Professors of Homeopathy in the medical 
department of the University. He also took the lead of 
the House in the effort to pass a law making eight hours 
a legal day's work, succeeding in getting the bill through 
the House, but not through the Senate. As a member 
of the minority of the Committee on State affairs, he 
presented a lengthy report in favor of minority repre- 
sentation in the election of delegates to the Constitu- 
tional Convention, which was to be held the ensuing 
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year. The system which lie advocated has since been 
adopted in the election of the Illinois Le^^islalure, and 
in the election of members of Consliiulional Conventions 
in New York and Pennsylvania. In 1866 he was a del- 
egate to the National Labor Congress, held in Chicago, 
and was made Chairman of the Committee on Lectures. 
In 1870 he was chosen a member and Secretary of the 
Democratic State Central Committee, serving two years; 
and, in 1872, was elected a delegate from the first 
Congressional District o( Michigan, to the National 
Democratic Convention at Ballimoie, which nominated 
Horace Greeley for President. In 1S76 he was again 
elected a member of the Democratic State Central Com- 
mittee for two years. In the fall of 1S76, he was elected 
Alderman of the First Ward of Detroit, to scr\e two 
years from January I, 1877; and, in January, 1S78, was 
chosen President of the Common Council for that vcar. 
During the first year of his ser\icc in the Council, he 
was Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and as such used his intluence to reduce the estimated 
expenditures of the city, making a re«luction of one 
hundred thousand dollars from the amount voted the 
previous year, lie was the first Ire.isurcr of the Voung 
Men's Christian Association of Detroit, and was a del- 
egate from that body to the Nalioiial CouNcniion of 
Young Men's Christian Associations in 1S70, at Indian- 
apolis. In 1875 he was clecle«l first Vice-Prcsidcnl of 
the Maltsters' National Assoriation; was rc-elccled in 
1876; again in 1877; and, by the resignation of the 
President, in January, 1S7S, he succeeded to that office. 
In 1871 he was President of the Detroit Literary Ailel- 
phi, a prominent society of that city. In 1861 he made 
a second visit to Europe, traveling through England, 
P'rance, Germany, .Switzerland, and Helgiuni. lie be- 
came a member of the Christian Church in 1S60, but 
left it in 1875, ^^ j^*'^ ^^^ Congregational Church, frt)m 
which he withdrew in one year, having exjierienced a 
change in his religious views. He married, March 17, 
1863, Mary A. Bartholomew, daughter of Albert M. 
Bartholomew, formerly a prominent hardware merchant 
of Detroit, of the firm of Ducharme & Bartholomew. 
Her grandfather, Martin Bartholomew, was the first 
captain of the first steamboat c\ct built, — *• Robert Ful- 
ton;" and her great-grandfather, Andrew Bartholomew, 
was a Captain in the Revolutionary War. Her maternal 
grandfather. Rev. Seth Noble, was the first Presbyterian 
clergyman in Central Ohio. Mr. Ilawley, while con- 
ducting a large business, devotes much of his leisure to 
the gratification of his literary tastes. He has t.ikcn a 
deep interest in vari(His scieniific su})jecls. especially in 
mechanics, chemistry, meteorology, and biidogy, while 
his general reading has extended uver a wide range of 
literature. Mr. Ilawley is a man of slight and apparently i 
delicate frame, but he has guat capacity for work; and, 
a.s the record of his life shows, is a man of indomitable 



energy and courage. He is positive in his opinions, a 
warm and steady friend, an unyielding and aggressive 
enemy. Perhaps his most striking characteristic is his 
untiring mental activity. He is never at rest, but, during 
the hours in which his business does not demand his 
attention, is always at work, — reading, studying, writing, 
investigating, advocating some reform, or attacking some 
abuse. A man of such traits can not fail to make ene- 
mies; but he has also many friends, and the people, who 
desire men of courage and positive qualities to represent 
them, have, in various political contests, manifested great 
faith in Thomas D. Hawley. 




INCHMAN, THEO. H., Merchant and Banker, 
[ of Detroit, Michigan, was born in Morris County, 
,. v':^ New Jersey, March 6, 1818. He is the fourth 
'<! of the ten children, and ehlest of the four sons, 
of John R. Hinchman and .Mary De Camp, — both natives 
of Morris County. Mrs. Hinchman was educated at 
.Morristown, at the academy of Samuel Whelply, (author 
of Wheljily's Comj)end), in which Samuel L. Southard, 
afterwards United States Senator from New Jersey, was 
a tutor. The Hinchman family, remotely, were engaged 
in mining iron ore, and in the manufacture of iron in 
New Jersey; but, after the War of l8l2, the iron inter- 
est became depressed, and several members of the fam- 
ily removed to New York City, and engaged in the 
wholesale and retail grocery trade. Among them was 
John R. Hinchman, who went to New York in 1825. 
rhe celebration of the opening of the Erie Canal oc- 
curred in that year, and is the first event of importance 
remembered by the subject of this sketch. Theodore 
H. Hinchman attended the public schools of New York, 
in which he made good progre ss,^ and won advanced 
position. He acquired a love for reading, and at the 
age of twelve had read RoHMs Ancient History^ and 
manv other works of value. When thirteen, he was 
placed in a retail drug store, where he remained one 
year; at which time, by the recommendation of Guy M. 
Hinchman, wholesale grocer, he obtained a situation in 
the wholesale grocery and commission house of John 
Johnson & Sons, South street. This ^'as one of the 
largest establishments in the United States. His em- 
ployment there was principally office work, collecting, 
banking, etc. ; but he also had .sufficient general store 
work to obtain a thorough knowledge of the business. 
During his clerk-^hip with the firm, lasting four years, 
he was an active member of the Mercantile Library 
Association, of New York, in which he took a great 
interest. This gave him access to a good library, which 
he did not neglect. The knowledge thus obtained has 
been of great value to him. At that time, romances 
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and novels formed no part of that library. In the 
spring of 1836, Mr. Hinchman made the acquaintance 
of John Owen, of Detroit ; and, having a favorable offer, 
removed there to become clerk in the drug and grocery 
store of Chapin & Owen. In December, 1838, Doctor 
Chapin, the senior partner, died, leaving Mr. Owen sole 
proprietor. In March, 1842, Mr. Hinchman was ad- 
mitted as a partner, under the firm name of J. Owen & 
Co. September 8, of the same year, he married Louisa 
Chapin, daughter of the late Dr. Marshall Chapin, 
former partner with Mr. Owen. The wholesale business 
of the firm increased, and became of the first impor- 
tance, when, in 1853, the interest of Mr. Owen was 
purchased, and a ship chandlery store was opened, 
which is still carried on. Mr. Hinchman now has asso- 
ciated with him in business his three sons, under the 
firm name of T. H. Hinchman & Sons, severally ad- 
mitted as follows: the eldest, John M. Hinchman, in 
1868; the second. Ford De Camp Hinchman, in 1869; 
and the third, Charles Chapin Hinchman, in 1874. The 
sons are now the active partners, and take rank with the 
most competent of young merchants. The business has 
steadily increased, and has met with a degree of success 
that can be attributed only to vigilance in business, 
economy in household expenditures, and a desire to have 
all customers fairly dealt with and satisfied. Mr. Hinch- 
man formed the determination, as early as 1836, to expend 
not over half of the yearly income. In 1869 the Mer- 
chants' and Manufacturers' Bank was organized, and 
Mr. Hinchman was elected its President, which office 
he continues to hold. He has engaged in few enter- 
prises outside of his legitimate business, his best efforts 
being directed to this one object, and to the discharge 
of such public trusts as the city or his connection with 
various societies den\^nded. Being a Presbyterian by 
education and preference, he has always given proper 
attention to the services of his church, and acknowledges 
his obligation to sustain religious teaching. In 1839 he 
became a member of the Detroit Young Men's Society, 
and successively held the offices of Corresponding Sec- 
retary, Treasurer, and Vice-President., He is now an 
honorary member. In that year, he also became a mem- 
ber of the PMre Department, and continued such, with 
little interruption, until 1862. In 1867 he was appointed 
one of the Board of four Fire Commissioners for the city 
of Detroit, established by act of the State Legislature 
of that year. This position he continued to hold until 
the fall of 1876, when, receiving a political nomination, 
he resigned. He was also a Commissioner of Sewers 
for five years, — 1855 to i860. Mr. Hinchman was 
a Whig up to i860, but has never taken an active 
part in politics, except in the Clay and Frelinghuysen 
campaign of 1844. During the civil war, he was 
- a no-party man ; but, with his nccustomed decision and 
energy of character, lent a strong hand in support of 



the Government, doing his full share in raising men 
and furnishing means to maintain the integrity of the 
Union. He has been a Democrat since 1867; and, 
although never willing to accept a nomination for polit- 
ical office, was nominated and elected to the State Senate 
in the fall of 1876. He was a valuable working mem- 
ber, and a member of several important committees in 
this body. Mr. Hinchman is rather a practical than a 
showy man, — a man of deeds rather than words. His 
work is always so methodical that its results may be 
anticipated with reasonable certainty. Hence he has 
never overreached, nor attempted what was beyond his 
capacity to accomplish. The oversight of a large busi- 
ness has prevented his enjoying foreign travel, but he 
has familiarized himself with the social and business life 
of his own section of country, including the principal 
points in the North-west; and has made three tours of 
the Southern States, during which he obtained much 
information, mercantile, industrial, political, and geo- 
graphical. 




OLMES, ROBERT, of Detroit, was born in To- 
; ronto, Canada (Ontario), on the 15th of Decem- 
V / * ^^*"» '819. His mother, Hannah Holmes, was 
^ born in Toronto, in the year 1802; and died in 
Detroit, Michigan, in 1852. His grandfather, John 
McDougal, was Paymaster in the British army for a 
considerable portion of his life; he then retired upon a 
life pension, and resided in the neighborhood of To- 
ronto,-as a farmer, until his death, at the age of ninety- 
six. His father, John Holmes, was born in Boston, 
Massachusetts, in 1776; and died in Buffalo, New York, 
in 1836. Robert Holmes was educated in Buflalo. His 
parents being in poor circumstances, his education was 
necessarily very limited ; and, at the age of fourteen, he 
apprenticed himself to a tin and copper smith, in Buffalo. 
He worked at this trade twenty-one years. He removed 
to Detroit in 1840, and worked as journeyman at his 
trade until 1842, when he started in business for him- 
self. In a very short time, however, he sold his interest, 
and again worked as a journeyman, continuing in that 
capacity four years. He then moved to Sault Ste. Marie, 
Michigan, and again engaged in business for himself. 
After remaining there a short time, he was prevailed 
upon by his old employers, Ducharme & Bartholomew, 
to return to Detroit and take charge of their establish- 
ment. He continued with them two years, and then 
succeeded to the business, establishing a new firm, the 
title of which was Dudley & Holmes. It was conducted 
under that name until the year 1857. Meeting with 
reverses at that period, the business was carried on 
under the name of John Holmes, Mr. Holmes' brother; 
Mr. Holmes acting in the capacity of manager for him 
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until 1861, when he again took charge of the busine^is, 
and continue<l to conduct it until the winter of 1863. 
At that time, meeting with a severe accident, he took 
in his present partner, Mr. Kd\%in F. Webster; and, 
being very succe^sful, has since remained an active part- 
ner. Mr. Holmes belongs to the Kj)iscopal Church, as 
do all the members of his family. For a period of four 
years, he has been vestryman in the church ; and has 
always been one of its most prominent members, ever 
ready to lend assistance. Mr. Holmes, as a politician, 
has always felt a great interest in the Republican j)arty, 
but has never taken any active part in jiolilics. In 1844 
he married his first wife, Isabella Erdell, whn died in 
1855. They hatl three daughiers. Mr. II<dnics then 
married Elizabeth Warren, who is still living. In all 
business matters, Mr. Holmes is universally ropectcd, 
and is a man of the strictest integrity. He has aKvay-s 
borne a high reputation for pmmptncss and honorable 
dealing among his fellow-men; anil is a genial, gener- 
ous, helpful friend. 



I Health ; President /w/r»//«?nf, and President, of the Com- 
mr)n (.'ouncil. In 1876 he was chosen a member of 
the Republican State Central Committee of Michigan, 
i and was a candidate on the Republican ticket for Stdte 
i Senator at the last election ; but, with the rest of his 
ticket, in the city, was defeated. Mr. Hough now holds 
the position of .Secretary of the Republican State Cen- 
tral Committee. 
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'*-4|l|OUGH GEORGE W., IKtroit. was born in 
fft\ Oakland County, Micliij^Mn, in 1S42. His father, 
^^4 •'' Hon. Simon Hough, wa> an early settler in that 
^ county, and somewhat j»rominenlly connectrd 
with its early political hiNtory. h:i\iii«; hold several high 
positions within the gift ot the iieoplc. Mr. Hough 
was educated at the Rochester .\ca<lt'my and the .Mich- 
igan State Normal School, entering the latter institution 
at the age of lifieen year**. In iS5<) and iS(m.), he be- 
came principal of the public school at Port Huron, 
and returned to the Normal School in the winter of 
1861. While there, he was ]>rominenlly connected with 
the literary societies attached to the school, and was 
honored in being made their presiding officer. In the 
summer of 1S62, he assisted in the organization of a 
company compose<l chietly of students of the State Uni- 
versity and Normal School. The company was assigned 
to the 17th Michigan Infantry, and served through the 
.South Mountain, -Antietam, and Virginia camj)aigns. 
For disability, he was mustered out of service in 1S63 ; 
and, shortly after, assumed the editorial control of the 
St. Clair Ripublifan^ which position he rctaine<l two 
years. Moving to Detroit, he married Miss C. C. Pates, 
a former clas>niate at the .Normal School, and engaged 
in teaching one year. He then acce])led the position of 
We>tern agent of a large bru^h manufacturing company, 
in which he continued until 1S69, when he established 
the Detroit Pru^h Company. In 1S72 he was elected a 
member of the ("omnion Council of the city of Detroit, 
and was re-elected in 1874. Duiing hi^ occupancy of 
this oflice, he was made President of the Poard of 



i[|ENNESSV, REV. JAMES, of Detroit, Michigan. 
^1 I a native of Ireland, was born in Kill Parish, 
^^. Waterford County, on St. Patrick's Day, March 
• 17, 1S24. He was the son of William and 
Catherine (Doocey) Hennessy. He was early set apart 
fur his saeied calling, and passed through the initiatory 
studies in his native country. He was ordained a sub- 
deacon in Waterford, and, in his twenty-.second year, in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, received his charge as deacon. 
lie went inimetliately to Detroit, Michigan, and, on the 
25lh of September, 1S47, was ordaiueil as priest and 
was sent to .\nn Arbor, Michigan, to be the assistant 
of the Rev. Thomas Cullen. From 1850 to 1852 he 
oftuiated. not only at .\nn .Arbor, but also at Marshall. 
and finally, in the fall of 1852, became resident pastor 
of St. Mar\'s Church, Marshall. In May, l^SS. he left 
to olili iate in the eathedials of St. Peter and St. Paul, 
Detioit. where he aited as assistant until the opening 
of St. Patrick's, whiili he had built. Here he remained 
until his death, October, 1875. Father Hennessy was of 
weak constitution and retiring disposition, but he was 
earnest, devout, and indefatigable in his labors for his 
parish. His temperament was far from sanguine, and he 
was subject to fits of despondency, superinduced, doubt- 
less, by physical weakness. He was tall and slender in 
early life, but afterwards inclined to corpulency. His 
faithful ministrations in his parish, and his many excel- 
lent qualities of head and heart, greatly endeared him 
to the Catholic community. His death, occurring as it 
did in the ])rime of his usefulness, was felt as a public 
calamitv. 




UEBNER, EDWARD, Builder and Manufac- 
turer, of Detroit, was born in Goldberg, Silesia, 

. in the kingdom of Prussia, February 15, 1822. 

•^ His father, Charles Hucbner, was a farmer, who, 
with his wife Elizabeth, was a descendant from ancient 
German stock. Their families had been in that part of 
Silesia for many generations. When they celebrated 
their golden wedding, in 1854, Elizabeth, Queen of 
Prussia, ])resented them with a tine Bible, having an 
autograph letter written on the fly-leaf, commemorating 
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the happy event. This book is held in their family as 
an heir^loom. The subject of this sketch was educated 
in a private school in Goldberg, where he was noted for 
his readiness and aptness in his studies, his upright 
deportment, and general popularity among his fellows. 
In Germany, boys are expected to complete their pri- 
mary education when fourteen or fifteen, at which age, 
if they are designed for intellectual pursuits or profes- 
sional life, they enter upon the higher courses of study; 
and, if for the arts and industrial pursuits, they are put 
in training for the particular calling for which they have 
a preference. Mr. Huebner was apprenticed, at the 
age of fifteen, for a term of three years, to a large firm 
in Goldberg, to learn the trade of a builder. After 
completing his apprenticeship, he spent several years in 
traveling, with his fortune in his hands in the shape of 
his trade, as is the custom in most countries of Europe. 
By this means, the artisan learns the ways of the world, 
acquaints himself with the methods and specialties of 
different localities, proves the stuff that he is made of, 
and fits himself for the master's work. Mr. Huebner 
spent three years and a half in Berlin, while there 
studying architecture and the theoretical and practical 
work of building, and has since been greatly benefited 
by the knowledge thus acquired. He had practical ex- 
perience with many firms in different portions of Ger- 
many, and has numerous certificates of high commen- 
dation from them, on which he sets a great value. In 
Schiefelbein, he was manager for a large contractor, and 
superintended the erection of many large buildings. In 
185 1, having a brother in Detroit, who was successfully 
pursuing his calling of a builder, he was induced to try 
his fortune on this side of the Atlantic, as so many 
thousands of his countrymen have done. He went im- 
mediately into partnership with his brother, under the 
firm name of W. Huebner & Brother. They worked up 
a prosperous and profitable business ; and when, four or 
five years later, his brother retired from the firm for 
the purpose of engaging in farming, they were among 
the largest master contractors in Detroit. The business 
was continued with equal success by Edward Huebner, 
who, during the following year, erected mjiny good and 
substantial buildings; among them, the well-known Lion 
Brewery, ice-cellars, and malt-houses, on Gratiot avenue, 
the largest of the kind in the State. In 1867 his en- 
tire establishment, including a shop, machinery, horses, 
dwelling, fixtures, etc., were swept away by fire, entail- 
ing a large loss, without insurance. Fortunately, how- 
ever, his prudence in business management had kept the 
site free from incumbrance, and he immediately set to 
work to rebuild his shop. In doing so, he changed, 
somewhat, the character of his business, going largely 
into the manufacture of sashes, doors, blinds, etc., and 
is now doing as large a trade in this line as any house 
in Detroit. In addition to this indusry, he does much 
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of the cabin work on the large lake-going steamers, of 
which he makes a specialty. The work on the "Co- 
burn," — which was lost some years since, — the **St, 
Paul,*' the "City of Duluth," the "Sheboygan," and 
many others, was done by this house. In 1876 Mr. 
Huebner formed a copartnership with Adolph Schulte, 
under the firm name of Adolph Schulte & Co., and en- 
gaged in a general trade in mechanics' tools, builders' 
hardware, and house-furnishing goods. He has since 
bought out Mr. Schulte, and is at present carrying on 
the business under the firm name of Edward Huebner 
& Co. He is a member of the order of Odd-Fellows, 
and also of the German Workingmen's Aid Society. 
He attends worship at St. John's German Lutheran 
Church. He was married, in Detroit, in 1853, to Mrs. 
Caroline Hiltzebecher, an educated and intelligent Ger- 
man lady. Her family, who were from Newmarket, 
near Breslau, in Silesia, were famous, and of the Prot- 
estant faith. Mr. Huebner gives just credit to this 
lady for the success which has attended his own career. 
In addition to the care and labor of rearing a family of 
nine children, eight of whom are still living, — four 
boys and four girls, — her good counsel, prudence, and 
frugality are represented in the common stock of this 
world's goods. In 1874 ^^r- Huebner enjoyed a very 
pleasant and profitable visit to his friends in Europe. 
He still lives, in the prime of life, with the prospect of 
many years of usefulness, and the conciousness of a well- 
spent life of honest industry. 



^^' -OWARD, HON. JACOB M., late of Detroit, 




[. was born in Shaftsbury, Vermont, July 10, 1805. 

^ His father was a substantial farmer of Benning- 
ton County, and the sixth in descent from 
William Howard, who settled in Braintree, Massachu- 
setts, in 1635, ^vc years after the town was established. 
The subject of this sketch, although frequently in requisi- 
tion to assist in farm labors, early evinced a taste for 
study, which he was permitted, at intervals, to gratify 
by attendance at the district school. Subsequently 
pursuing preparatory studies in the academies of Ben- 
nington and Brattleboro, he entered Williams College, 
Massachusetts, in 1826, and graduated in 1830. He 
immediately commenced the study of law in Ware, 
Massachusetts; and, in July, 1832, removed to Detroit, 
then the capital of Michigan Territory, where he was 
admitted to the bar in the following year. In 1835 he 
was married to Catherine A. Shaw, a young lady whose 
acquaintance he had formed at Ware. In his profes- 
sional career, Mr. Howard was ever faithful to the in- 
terests of his clients, bringing to their service great 
industry, a mind stored with legal learning, much native 
sagacity, and great force of logic. In the controversy 
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of 1834 and 1835, between the Territory and Ohio, 
respecting a tier of townships which had always be- 
longed to Michigan, on her southern border, embracing 
the present city of Toledo, Mr. Howard took strong 
ground against the claim of Ohio, and employed his ])en 
in repelling it. Finally, when Mr. Mason, the Terri- 
torial Governor, thought it necessary to employ military 
force against a similar force from Ohio, Mr. Howard 
volunteered, and proceeded with arms to make good 
the arguments he had advanced. The expedition was, 
however, productive only of wasteful expenditure to the 
Territory, and a large slaughter of pigs and j)ouUry. 
In 1838 Mr. Howard was a membi^r of the State Legis- 
lature, and took an active part in the enactment of the 
code known as the ** Revised Laws," of that year; in 
the railroad le,^ illation of the State; and in examining 
into the condition of certain free banks, known as 
** wild-cat banks," that had come into i)cniiciou«> exist- 
ence under the free banking system enacted the year 
before. In the Presidential canvass of 1840, which 
resulted in the election of (iencral Harrison, Mr. How- 
ard was a candidate for Compress, anil was elected bv a 
majority of fifteen hundred. Michigan then iiatl but 
one Representative. During the ilirce sessions of the 
Twenty-seventh Congress, he seMum engageil in debate, 
but was an attentive observer of tlie scenes which passed 
before him. His feelings and 0|)i:Hons had ever been 
against the influences, crimen, and power of slavery. 
He left that Congress with the hill conviction that the 
final solution of the groat question would be in civil 
war; though hoping thai some measure might be dcvi>e<l 
less radical and terrible, that should calm the deeply 
stirred passions of the pcoj)le. He remained steadfastly 
attached to the Whig party; and, in the I'residential 
canva*>ses of 1844, 1848, and 1852, exerted himself to 
promote the election of .Mr. Clay, General Taylor, and 
General Scott. In the trial of a slave case, under the 
Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, in the United States Circuit 
Court, before Judge McLean, he denounced that act as 
a defiance; a challenge to the conflict of arms by the 
South to the North, and predicted that, sooner or later, 
it would be accepted. On the defeat of General Scott, 
he resolved to withdraw entirely from politics; but, on 
the passage of the act of 1854, repealing the Mis- 
souri Compromi-.e, he again entered the political arena 
in opposition to that fla^jrant encroachment of the slave 
power. He was among those who took the earlie>t 
steps to eflfeci the organization of a party embracing all 
the elements of i)opular opposition to the principles 
and aims of the slave-holders. This was to be obtained 
by a union of the anlislavery element of the old Whig 
party, which, in Michi^^MU, was almost unanimous in 
opjiosiiion to the extension of bondage, with the old 
Abolition party proj^er, and the Free-soil Democracy. 
In MicJiigan these last two had already coalesced, and 



had put in nomination a State ticket, at the head of 
which was the name of Kinsley S. fiinghain as a candi- 
date for Governor. A call was issued for a convention, 
which met at Jackson, July 6; and Mr. Howard was the 
sole author of the series of resolutions which were then 
adopted, and became the key-note of the Republican 
party. Mr. Bingham waii again nominated for Governor, 
and Mr. Howard, against his own earnest remonstrances, 
was put in nomination for Attorney-General of the State. 
At the ensuing November election, the whole ticket 
was elected by a large majority. Mr. Howard was a 
member of the committee on the address of the first 
National Republican Convention, held at Pittsburg, 
February 22, 1856. He held the office of Altorney- 
Cieneral of Michigan six years, and left it January 1, 
iSoi. While holding that important office, his inces- 
sant labors attested his fidelity to his trust; and the 
published reports of the Supreme Court evince his 
thoroughness and talents as a lawyer. To him the State 
is indebted for its excellent law, known as the "Regis- 
tration .'\ci," by which all voters are required to enter 
their names on the proper books of townships and 
wards. While acting as Attorney-General, — although 
not required to initiate criminal prosecutions, — he suc- 
ceeded in detecting and breaking up the most formida- 
ble combination of counterfeiters and criminals ever 
discovered in the United Slates. In this task, he ex- 
|)cnded much patient labor, and evinced a detective 
sagacity %ery rarely equaled. Mr. Bingham was elected 
to the United States Senate in January, 1859, and died 
in ( )ctober, 1S61. On the assembling of the Legbla- 
tine, in January following, Mr. Howard was chosen to 
till the vacancy. He was an active member of the 
Senate Committee on the Judiciary, and that on Military 
Aflairs. He gave earnest support to all measures for 
the prosecution of the war; and was among the first to 
recommend the passage of the Conscription Act of 
1863, being convinced that the volunteer system could 
not safely be relied upon as a means of recruiting and 
increasing the army. Every mea.sure for supplying 
men and means found in him a warm support. He 
favored the confiscation of the property of Confederates, 
and one of his most elaborate and eloquent speeches 
was made on that subject, in April, 1862. Mr. Howard 
was among the first to favor the amendment of the 
Constitution, abolishing slavery throughout the United 
States, in the Judiciary Committee of the Senate, who 
reported the amendment as it was finally passed by both 
Houses and raiitied by the State Legislatures. He 
drafted the first and principal clause in the exact words 
in whtch it now appears. In January, 1865, Mr. How- 
ard was re-elected to the Senate for the full term, com- 
mencing on the 4th of March of that year. A joint 
resolution for the recognition of Louisiana, organized 
under the military orders of General Banks, came before 
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the Senate from the Judiciary Committee, and was the 
subject of animated and elaborate discnssion. Mr. How- 
ard opposed it; and/on the 25th of February, 1865, 
delivered a speech in which he fully and clearly demon- 
strated that, in the reconstruction of the seceded States, 
the authority of Congress was supreme and exclusive; 
and that the Executive, as such, was invested with no 
authority whatever. He Insisted that, by seceding from 
the Union, and making war upon the Government, the 
Confederate States became enemies by the laws of na- 
tions, and thus forfeited their rights and privileges as 
States; that, consequently, when subdued by the arms 
of the Government, they were conquered, and lay at the 
mercy of their conquerors, for exactly the same reason 
as prevails in cases of international wars; that it per- 
tained to the law-making power of the United States, 
not to the President, to deal with the subjugated com- 
munities; and that Congress, at its own discretion, was 
to judge of the time and mode of re-admitting them as 
States of the Union. This is the doctrine that prac- 
tically and finally prevailed, after a most gigantic strug- 
gle between the two branches of the Government. In 
the reconstruction legislation of 1867 ^^^ 1868, the 
principles of constitutional law, thus athrmed by Mr. 
Howard, were fully recognized and put into practice; 
for that legislation rests exclusively upon the ground 
that Congress, and not the President, is vested with the 
power of reorganizing the Confederate States. During 
the session of 1865-66, Mr. Howard served on the joint 
Committee on Reconstruction, one of whose duties was 
to inquire and report upon the condition of the South- 
ern States. For convenience, the committee divided 
them into several districts, and Mr. Howard was assigned 
Virginia, North Carolina, and South Carolina. As the 
principal result of their labors, they submitted to Con- 
gress a proposition to amend the Constitution, now 
known as the Fourteenth Article; a most important 
amendment, which, after a thorough discussion, in which 
Mr. Howard took a leading part, passed both Houses 
of Congress, and was submitted to the State Legislatures 
for ratification. Had it been ratified by the State Gov- 
ernments of Confederate States, inaugurated by the exec- 
utive proclamations of Mr. Johnson, all the troubles that 
followed would have been avoided. But that singular 
man, and a majority of his Cabinet, strenuously opposed 
and defeated it in those bodies. The result is known. 
Forced to vindicate their own authority, and to prevent 
anarchy in those Stales, Congress, in March, 1867, 
enacted the first of that series of statutes known as the 
Reconstruction Acts, by which they declared those 
States without legal governments, and subjected them 
to a fuasi military rule, until proper State constitutions 
could be formed on the principle of impartial suf- 
frage of whites and blacks; and until Congress should 
formally rc^admit them. In the earnest struggle to up- 



hold this legislation, Mr. Howard was ever at his post 
of duty. He drew the report of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, on the removial of E. M. Stanton, Sec- 
retary of War, by President Johnson, strongly condemn- 
ing that act, and exposing Mr. Johnson's complicity in 
the New Orleans riots. On the organization of the 
Senate Committee on Pacific Railroads, Mr. Howard 
was chosen Chairman, which position he held until the 
expiration of his last term. When the contest between 
the two branches of the Government resulted in the 
impeachment of Mr. Johnson by the House of Repre- 
scLtP.tives, Mr. Howard voted the accused guilty of high 
crimes and misdemeanors charged in the articles of im- 
peachment, and filed a very elaborate opinion thereon. 
His last term expired March 4, 187 1. Shortly before 
this date. President Grant offered Mr. Howard the 
Presidency of the Southern Claims Commission; but, 
feeling tired of public life, he declined the honor. His 
brilliant life was brought to a close by a stroke of 
apoplexy, April 2, 1871, at his home, in Detroit. A 
friend has said of him : 

"The name of Jacob M. Howard is a household 
word in Michigan. There is no man within its borders 
so poor or so ignorant as not to be familiar with that 
name. During all the years of the State's existence, he 
was one of its pillars, and has left upon it the impres- 
sion of his great mind. He grew up to manhood with 
the State, and has been closely identified with every 
interest tending towards its development. He was a 
man of mark. The stranger stopped and looked at him, 
and instantly received the impression that he was in the 
presence of a man of great physical and mental power. 
Mr. Howard was a true man ; true to his clients, true to 
his convictions, true to all the great and varied interests 
committed to his care. He was true to his country when 
armed treason sought its life; and he loved its institu- 
tions with a zeal that amounted to a passion. Amid all 
the rancor and hate engendered by partisan strife, no man 
could honestly charge Mr. Howard with trickery or dis- 
honesty. However much his power may have enriched 
others; having advantages for gain possessed by few ; prac- 
ticing law for nearly forty years, and acknowledged by 
common consent of the bar to be a leader in the profes- 
sion ; actively engaged in the Congress of the nation at 
a time when it is said, and sometimes believed, that 
others grew rich, he died comparatively poor. Proud 
words these to adorn the monument of the dead 
statesman. They speak volumes for his honesty, and 
indicate that, whoever else may have enriched them- 
selves at the expense of the Government, Jacob M. 
Howard always kept strictly within the Golden Rule. 
Indeed, like Webster, whom he strongly resembled, he 
cared quite too little for the accumulation of wealth." 

Chief-Justice Campbell, at a large meeting of the bar 

held in Detroit, to take suitable action relative to the 

death of Mr. Howard, among other eulogistic remarks, 

made the following: 

** Mr. Howard's style of legal eloquence was remark- 
able. He never appeared in a court of justice except with 
great gravity of demeanor, not put on for the occasion, 
but natural to a man impressed with the feeling that he 
was a minister of justice. His diction was of that lofty 
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kind that, applied to lesser subjects, would have been 
very inappropriate; and, adopted by lesser men, would 
have had little effect. But when behind his ponderous 
language was his ponderous intellect; and when every 
word that he said had its meaning, and every idea came 
out with all the force that language could give, then 
those rounded periods had something of magic in them, 
and there was as much gained, perhaps, by his manner, 
as could be secured by any aids of rhetoric that have 
ever been devised. In his private life he was a model 
of manly simplicity, a perfect representative of what 
republican institutions should bring forth. He lived 
and dressed plainly; he had no false dignity, which 
would lead him to regard any man except upon his own 
merits. While Mr. Howard possessed this plainness, 
and while he despised all things despicable, he had a 
most hearty admiration of every thing that could really 
ennoble and embellish life. As a scholar, I know of no 
one whose reading was more extensive and select. 
While he read historical and other solid works, he did i 
not despise works of imagination. He delighted in 
poetry and song; was an enthusiastic lover of music, and 
an intelligent and cultivated critic of art. No man 
delighted more in refined society, or j>erformed his 
duties more faithfully. Although in public he never 
lost the gravity of demeanor that so well became one 
engaged in great pursuits, in private life he was genial. 
He possessed a keen sense of humor. When he spoke 
to a jury, or addressed a court, if that court possessed 
ordinary qualifications and common sense, he knew how 
those ideas would affect the court; and when he ad- 
dressed the Senate, or the larger audiences of the 
people of the United States, in a like manner he knew 
that, whether they agreed with him or not, he was sure 
of their understanding and appreciation. When his 
fame has become the property of future generations, 
although he may be remembered for his learning, for 
his eloquence, and for the qualities that have most ' 
attracted admiration, he will be still further venerated and , 
remembered as a representative American, who valued 
above all things the great and essential principles of 
manhood.'* 

Perhaps the most important criminal cases in which 
Mr. Howard engaged were the great ** Railroad Con- 
spiracy Case," the "Tyler Case," and the *• Express 
Robbery Case;" and of civil cases, the "Chevalier de 
Repentiguy Case," decided in the Supreme Court in 
1865. In his religious views he was unorthodox, 
although a daily reader of the Bible, and a great reader 
of religious works generally. Mr. Howard left surviving 
him five children: two daughters, — Mrs. Doctor Hildreth, 
and Mrs. Samuel Brady, both of Detroit; and three 
sons, — Colonel J. M. Howard, of Litchfield, Minnesota; 
Hamilton G. Howard, attorney, Detroit; and Charles 
M. Howard, now United States Receiver of Public 
Moneys, Santa Fe, New Mexico. 



XGLIS, RICHARD, M. D., Detroit, was born at 
Greenlaw, Berwickshire, Scotland, October 28, 
<^^ 1828. He was the third son of Rev. David Inglis, 
a Presbyterian divine, whose memory still lives among ■ 
the people of Greenlaw. Doctor Inglis received his j 




^arly training in the schools of his native village and at 
Dun.se. He served as an apothecary's apprentice at 
Dalkeith, and Edinburg; and 'spent several years in 
the latter city, in the employment of Messrs. Duncan & 
Flockhart, two of the most eminent druggists of Edin- 
burg. After the death of his father, he came to America, 
in company with the other members of the family, and 
established a drug store at Detroit, Michigan, in partner- 
ship with a brother. Determined to pursue the study 
of medicine, he entered the Medical College of Cleveland, 
Ohio, from which institution he afterwards graduated. 
At the end of this time, he returned to Detroit and 
engaged in the practice of his profession. His early 
business life was signalized by many disappointments 
and some hard:»hips; practice came slowly, and money 
was not plentiful. His courage and cheerfulness, how- 
ever, never deserted him. After years of perseverance, 
the sterling qualities of his head and heart began to 
make themselves felt, and he found himself in posses- 
sion of a large and successful practice, which steadily 
increased until the time of his death. As a medical 
practitioner. Doctor Inglis had few equals. He pos- 
sessed a singularly happy tact in the sick-room; succeed- 
ing almost invariably in commanding the respect and 
winning the confidence of his patients. His personal 
magnetism was something wonderful, and few could 
withstand its attractions. This arose from the earnest- 
ness and benevolence of his character, in connection 
with his overflowing sympathies which, in the presence 
of human suffering, were constantly active. His intel- 
lectual acuteness, knowledge of disease, and indomitable 
perseverance, together with his almost inexhaustible 
resources of treatment, made him a host in himself, 
while combating with disease. He never gave up a 
case so long as life remained. The relations he .•tu.stained 
to the profession throughout the State were of the hap- 
piest character. He was esteemed .one of the leading 
physicians of Detroit; the younger members of the 
profession, especially, delighted to honor him', and 
frequently called upon him for consultation. His tact, 
knowledge of human nature, and noble impulses were 
peculiarly manifest in these consultations. He seldom 
failed to establish the faith of the patient, or to inspire 
the consulting physician with more confidence. The 
regard of the profession throughout the State found 
expression, in 1868, in his election to the Vice-Presi- 
dency of the State Medical Society; and, in 1869, to the 
Presidency. Doctor Inglis sustained a prominent part 
in the local societies, and the Detroit Academy of Medi- 
cine owes its origin principally to his efforts. In 1870 
he was elected to the chair of Obstetrics in the Detroit 
Medical College, which position opened a field peculiarly 
congenial to his tastes. As a teacher, he soon acquired 
an enviable reputation. His lectures were- models of 
terseness, were replete with the experience of thirty 
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years' practice, and were of the most practical character. 
His influence over students was unbounded, not only 
from his ability as a lecturer, but from his genial man- 
ners, and the lively interest he manifested in their wel- 
fare. In private life he was cheerful and happy. His 
religion was not a gloomy asceticism, but bright, broad, 
and liberal, prompting him to good deeds, and inspiring 
him with charity toward the erring; it enabled him to 
lead a useful'life, and to meet death as one who fears 
not. He married, in 1849, Miss Agnes Lambie. His 
death occurred December 18, 1874, from septic poison- 
ing, caused by contact with a specimen which he was 
using in a lecture at the college. At a meeting of 
physicians, held at the City Hall, the day following his 
death, resolutions were adopted expressive of the esteem 
in which Doctor Inglis was held by the profession. The 
class of the Detroit Medical College attended the funeral 
service in a body, presenting a beautiful floral offering 
as a last tribute to the memory of their departed friend. 



and also Scotland. In 1876 he again went to England 
and Scotland, on legal business. His early religious 
training was in the faith of the Episcopal Church ; but, 
in after years, he became a Unitarian. He has always 
been identified with the Republican party. During his 
sojourn on the island in Thompson's Lake, he became 
acquainted with his wife, who was Miss Margaret W. 
Leggett, daughter of A. W. Lcggett. They have three 
sons. As an artist, Mr. Ives stands high in the profes- 
sion, his reputation extending throughout the country. 
He is a warm personal friend of several of AmericaV 
greatest poets and writers. His tastes incline not only 
to painting, but also to literature; he excels as a writer. 
Mr. Ives possesses, in a marked degree, the gift of cari- 
cature, which, if indulged, would place him second to 
none in that line of the artist's work. The pen of a 
ready writer has brought him into correspondence with 
our best thinking men, at home and abroad. He has 
given some attention to scientific and philosophical re- 
searches. 



[Ives, lewis T., Detroit, was bom near Roches- 
]f\ ter. New York, August 3, 1834. His father, 
^^ Eardly Ives, and his mother, Ann Wood, were 
natives of England. When he was ten years of age, his 
father removed to a farm in Canada; and it was here he 
took his first lesson in pencil-drawing. Aftfer remaining 
there three years, the family returned to Detroit, Michi- 
gan. At the age of sixteen, he began the study of 
painting with Frederick Cohen, continuing in this rela- 
tion for three years. In the summer of 1853, he sailed 
for England ; and, after spending some months there, 
went to France, and thence to Italy, spending the win- 
ter in Rome, where he studied with William Page, the 
artist. After an absence of one year, he returned to 
Michigan, engaging in portrait-painting at Detroit until 
1856, when his health failed, and he resolved to study 
law. He left Detroit, and spent one year on an island 
in Thompson's Lake, about four miles from Pontiac. 
While sojourning at this place, he devoted a certain 
number of hours each day to the study of law ; and the 
remaining portion of the time was spent in boating, fish- 
ing, and hunting. His evenings were passed in general 
reading. His expenses for the entire year were only 
thirty-five dollars. Upon his return to Detroit, he com- 
menced the study of law with Judge Emmons, late 
Judge of the United States Circuit Court of Michigan ; 
and was admitted to the bar in 1858. Mr. Ives was 
engaged in the practice of his profession until 1874; 
and, during the greater portion of the time, was asso- 
ciated with the legal department of the Detroit and 
Milwaukee Railroad. In the summer of 1872, he went to 
England and France. He visited England again in 1873, 



kACOBS, HON. NATHANIEL P., of Detroit, 
^ Michigan, was born in Adams, Jefferson County, 
f^^ New York, October 31, 1828. The family, of 
which there are but few representatives, came 
from Bristol, England, soon after the arrival of Roger 
Williams, and settled in Bristol, Rhode Island, where 
Nathaniel Jacobs, the great-grandfather of Mr. Nathan- 
iel P. Jacobs, was born April 6, 1721. Mr. Jacobs* 
early youth was spent in Paterson, New Jersey. At the 
age of fourteen, he entered the Academy at South 
Reading, Massachusetts ; remaining there two years, 
and pursuing the highest branches taught in the insti* 
tution. The thoroughness of his acquirements, and a 
wide and accurate reading of the classics, almost atoned 
for the deprivation of his intended collegiate course, 
caused by the removal of the family to the West. He 
came to Detroit, Michigan, in 1840, and immediately 
began the study of law with Judge, afterwards Chan- 
cellor, Manning. In this relation he continued two years ; 
but never practiced the profession, being diverted by 
other business. Mr. Jacobs was, for many years, a 
wholesale grocer in Detroit, carrying on an extensive 
trade. He represented the First Ward of Detroit, in 
the Common Council, from 1859 to i860, and was chosen 
President of the CounciL In 1862 he was appointed, 
by President Lincoln, Consul-General of the United 
States to Calcutta, India. During more than nine years, 
he remained at this important post, discharging its ardu- 
ous duties with marked ability, and receiving frequent 
commendations from Mr. Seward, Secretary of State, and 
a re-appointment from President Grant. He returned 
to the United States in 1872 ; and, in 1873, accepted the 
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position of Land Commissioner of the Northern Pacific 
Railroad, which necessitated his presence in Washington 
Territory until January, 1874. He then returned to his 
home in Detroit. In politics, Mr. Jacobs was a stanch 
Whig until the formation of the Republican party, of 
which he was one of the founders in Michigan. He 
was also prominent in the Masonic Kralernity. and was, 
for some years, (jrand Commander of the Knights Tem- 
plar of Michigan. Mr. Jacobs* first wife, whom he mar- 
ried in 1842, died a few years later, leaving two children 
who arc still living. In 1852 he married Miss Catherine 
M. Huntington, of Troy, New York, who is descended 
from Samuel Huntington, one of the signers of the Dec- 
laration of Independence. Mr. Jacobs died at Detroit, 
on the 30th of April, 1874, after a brief illness of four 
days. His funeral, from St. Paul's Church, was attended 
by an immense concourse, the Knights Tcmpl.ir and 
other Masonic bodies escorting the remains to their last 
resting-place. His wife, and five of his six children bv 



lege in Ann . Arbor, and becoming Demonstrator of 
Dental Surgery at the same institution. Doctor Jackson 
has been a member of the Michigan Dental Association 
since 1862, and of the American Dental Association 
since 1863. ^^^ is prominently connected with the Ma- 
sonic Fraternity, having attained the degree of Knight 
Templar. He married, at Plymouth, in 1864, Sarah 
Scott, daughter of Winfield Scott. They have two chil- 
dren. Mrs. Jackson is a graduate of Adrian 'College, 
having taken the degree of B. C. 




ENNISON, W^ILLIAM. Lawyer, Detroit, was 
born in Boston, Massachusetts, December 10, 
^J, 1826. In Bond's Gtwalogies of tht First SettUn 
of Watertawn^ Massachusetts^ and The Giles Memo* 
rill/, by Dr. Vinton, is found the history of seven gcn- 
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his second marriage, survive hini, mourning tlie !< ss of > orations of the Jennison family. There appear the 
one of the most affectionate of husbands and father^. names of William and Robert Jennison, the former of 

I whom came from England, in 1 630, with W'inthrop, 
! in the ship •'Arabella.'' Mr. Jennison*s ancestry be- 
I qucaihed to him an illustrious name. During the 
American Revolution, his great-grandfather equipped 
four sons for the ca\alry service at his own expense, 
refusing to permit them to draw any pay from the Gov- 
ern nun t. .After peace was declared, however, the money 



JlACKSON, HARRY HAMILTON, D. D. S., of 
5 Detroit, is a native of .AriMilc, Wyoming County, 
_^^'i New York, and was born in the year 1S35. He 

*^^^ is the third son of Harry and .Aurora (Hinckley) ^luc them on the j^iy-roll was drawn through forged re- 
Jackson, who were natives of Schoharie County, New coipis. Ills };ran(ifather, whose name he bears, was an 
York. His grand-parents on btith sides were among the ■ ofiiter in the American army, and was wounde<l at the 
first settlers of Wyoming, New York, having emigrated battle of Hunker Hill. He died at his residence in Bos- 
from England at an early date. Mr. Jackson enjoyed , ton, in 1S43. He was a member of the class of 1774, of 



the advantages of an excellent common-school educa- 
tion ; and, when twenty years of age, commenced the 
study of dentistry in the office of A. H. Rotsford. Two 
years later, he opened an office, and began the practice 
of his profession. In those days, the science of den- 
tistry was comparatively in its infancy. Doctor Jackson, 
not having the ailvantages' now so generally oftcrcd in 
the various dental colleges, was compelled to make his 
own way by effort and application, feeling the necessity 
of keeping up with the advancement constantly made 
in the science of the profession. In 1857 he removed 
to Ciilead, Ohio, and thence to Farmington, Michigan, 
where he remained three years. His next field of labor 
was Plymouth, where, during a period of thirteen years' 
practice, he acquired a reputation as a skillful dental 
surgeon. I'pon opening an office in Detroit in the fall 
of 1S74, he foun<l himself firmly established by the 
j)atronage of his former j>atients, as well as of their 
friends, who ha<l received ample evidences of his skill. 
During the time of his residence at Farmington, his 
younger bnither, Walter H. Jackson, entered his office 
as a student, afterwards graduating at the Dental Col- 



Harvard. Mr. Jennison's mother, who died in Philadel- 
phia, in 1 87 5, was a daughter of Colonel Richard Fow- 
ler, of the British army, Demerara, West Indies. When 
seven years of age, Mr. Jennison was placed in the board- 
ing-school of Doctor Prime, at Sing Sing, New York. 
His subse(iuent education was received in the cities of 
Boston and Brooklyn. When seventeen years old, he 
was prepared to enter the Sophomore Class in Princeton 
College, New Jersey; but a protracted illness compelled 
him to relin(}uish a collegiate course. His father, Will- 
iam Jennison, a retired merchant, died at Philadelphia, 
in i8(>6. He was engaged in mining and the manufac- 
ture of iron, in Montour County, Pennsylvania; and the 
son spent four years in acquiring an extensive knowl- 
edge of the business. His leisure was devoted to gen- 
eral study, writing, and the practice of debating. Being 
disabled by a s]>rain, he closed this work, and began the 
study of his chosen profession, at Harvard Law School, 
Cambridge, in 1850, and received the degree of LL. B. 
two years later. The West promised a wider scope for 
his ambition than the East; and, in 1853, having spent 
a preparatory year in the office of Hon. Alexander D. 
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Frazer, he began the practice of law in Detroit, Michi- 
gan; and has ever since been in the constant practice 
of the profession. His refined manners, wide culture, 
and general interest in all public enterprises favorable 
to the growth of the place, have made him a valued 
citizen. Mr. Jennison has been a member of the Re- 
publican party since its formation. By the work in 
politics which he has done for his country, he has 
proved worthy of the name borne by his patriotic ances- 
tors, and shown himself a genuine son of the Revo- 
lutionary heroes. He has published five volumes of 
Supreme Court Reports, — the condensed result of four 
years* research while holding the office of Supreme Court 
Reporter. In 1869 he was Assistant United States Dis- 
trict Attorney, but declined the position in 1870. In 
1873 he was nominated Judge of the Superior Court of 
Detroit, but suffered a defeat. He was a member uf the 
Board of Education in 1872-73, and Chairman of the 
Public Library Committee. In company with other 
members of the Board, Mr. Jennison visited the princi- 
pal libraries of the United States, with reference to 
increasing the efficiency of the Public Library of De- 
troit; and, upon his return, made an elaborate report 
of the investigations. He is a distinguished member of 
the Detroit bar; and, in all the various positions he has 
held, has rendered efficient service to the city. In 1854 
Mr. Jennison married Eunice A. Whipple, daughter of 
the late Hon. Charles W. Whipple, Chief-Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Michigan. Mr. Jennison has living 
three brothers and two sisters; viz., Charles £. Jenni- 
son, a merchant, of Bay City, Michigan; Rev. Joseph 
F. Jennison; J. Morgan Jennison, a practicing lawyer; 
Miss Miriam W. Jennison; and Mrs. Maria Antoinette 
Bimey, widow oF the late Major-General David B. Bir- 
ney, of the United States army, — the last, all of Phila- 
delphia. 




ENKS, EDWARD W., of Detroit, Michigan, was 
born in Victor, Ontario County, New York, in 
1833. His father, Nathan Jenks, was a leading 
merchant in Victor for many years. At an early 
day, he purchased large tracts of land in Northern In- 
diana and Southern Michigan ; and, in 1843, removed 
his family to La Grange County, Indiana. Here he had 
previously laid out a village, which he called Ontario. 
While living in this place, he established and endowed 
the La Grange Collegiate Institute ; which, for many 
years, maintained a high reputation in Indiana and the 
adjoining States. The mother of Doctor Jenks is still 
living. Doctor Jenks attended the La Grange Institute, 
founded by his father. He began the study of medi- 
cine in the medical department of the University of 



New York; but, before completing the coarse, his 
health failed from too close application ■ to study. He 
afterwards attended the Castleton Medical College, in 
Vermont, from which he graduated in 1855. ^^ ^^^n 
returned to his father's home in Indiana; and at once 
entered upon the practice of his profe>sion. After the 
establishment of the medical college connected with 
the Bellevue Hospital, he returned to New York, and 
graduated from that university. From 1855 until his 
removal to Detroit, Michigan, in 1864, Doctor Jenks 
was engaged in the practice of medicine in La Grange 
County, Indiana; the adjoining county of St. Joseph, 
Michigan ; and, for about two years, in Warsaw, New 
York. For four years, he was one of the editors and 
proprietors of the Detroit Review of Medicine, a profes- 
sional journal established in 1866. In 1868 the Detroit 
Medical College was established, of which he was one 
of the founders. He was elected, by the trustees of the 
college, as Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women. 
This position he still occupies; and is also President of 
the College, having been chosen by the Faculty. He 
was, at one time. Professor of Diseases of Women, in 
the medical department of Bowdoin College, Maine; 
after holding this position for four years, he resigned on 
account of the distance from his home. Doctor Jenks is 
also surgeon in the departments for diseases of women, 
in St. Mary's and St. Luke's Hospitals, and consulting 
surgeon of the Woman's Hospital. He was the phy- 
sician of Harper Hospital from its organization, until 
he resigned in 1872. He has been the chief medical 
counselor of the Michigan Central Railroad Company 
for many years, but resigned lately on account of his 
other professional work. He has held the prominent 
positions of President of the State Medical Society, and 
of the Detroit Academy of Medicine. He is an honor- 
ary member of the State Medical Society, of Ohio; the 
Toledo Medical Association ; the Maine Medical Asso- 
ciation ; the Cincinnati Obstetrical Society ; the North- 
eastern Medical Society, of Indiana; the North-western 
Medical Society, of Ohio ; and several minor organiza- 
tions. Doctor Jenks is corresponding member of the 
Gynecological Society, of Boston ; a fellow of the Ob- 
stetrical Society, of London, England ; a member of the 
American Medical Association ; an active fellow and one 
of the founders of the American Gynecological Society ; 
and a member of the Detroit Medical and Library Asso- 
ciation. He is a frequent contributor to various medical 
journals and periodicals throughout the country. He is 
Chairman of the Obstetrical Section of the American 
Medical Association. In 1859 he married a daughter of 
J. H. Darling, of Warsaw, New York. She died soon 
after his removal to Detroit ; and, in 1867, he married 
the eldest daughter of Hon. J. F. Joy, of Detroit. They 
have two children, — a son and a daughter. Doctor 
Jenks is one of Detroit's most distinguished physicians. 
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and merits the esteem of the entire communitv. His 
principal characteristic is doing good ; the open hand 
of charity is always extended to the poor and needy. 
He is a member of the Fort Street Presbyterian Church, 
and is liberal in his religious views. 



li^V, JAMES F., Detroit, Counselor-at-La\v, was 



counsel for the Messrs. Dwight, In Boston, and Arthur 
and Frederick Bronson, of New York, he had a very large 
and lucrative practice. One of his most important, as 
well as most thoroughly contested cases, was that of 
Mr. Bates against the Illinois Railroad Company. This 
involved the title of Robert A. Kinsie to eleven acres 
of land lying under water, in Chicago, where the Illinois 
Central and Michigan Central depot now stands. This 
case was fought through the Circuit Court of the United 
States for the Northern District of Illinois, to the Supreme 
Court at Washington, and continued for five years. A 
number of eminent lawyers took part in the case, 
among whom were John A. Mills and Mat. McLean, on 



^Is born at Durham, New Hampshire, December 20, 

^r^4 1 810. His father was a manufacturer of edge 
tools, and, like all sturdy men of New England. 
appreciated the value of an education. He was a Re- ^he part of the plaintiff, while Mr. Joy alone fought for 
publican in politics; a Calvinist and Conj^regalionalist ^^e defenilants, and won the case. The arguments in 
in religion. He earnestly sought the moral and spiritual the case were exhaustive; and it is no exaggeration to 
culture of his children, — teaching them to be honest in ^•'^y that they have settled this law of accretion and 
their dealings, prudent in their expenditures, zealous in diminution of alluvion in the United States. The plaint- 
their studies, and regular in their attendance upon re- ^ff '" ^he suit, disappointed and dissatisfied as he was 
ligious exercises. Early rising, hard \\(irk, plain and^^'ilh the result, is ready to bear witness that, in the 
substantial fare, was the daily discipline of his family. : whole management of the case, Mr. Joy bore himself 
James F. Joy attended the common schi)ols of New ' ^^ iih j>crreet fairness, fidelity, and honesty. In 1847, 
Hampshire, and afterwards spent some time in teaching, ^^hen Michigan, like other North-western States, found 
In this way he obtained means, which, atldcd to what it'^elf bankrupt, by reason of a large system of internal 
his father could give, enabled him to comj)letc his ! inij>rovements, Mr. Joy used his influence, through Mr. 
studies. He entered Dartmouth Colle«;e, from which John W. Bro<.»ks, an eminei>t railroad engineer, to per- 
he graduated in 1835, and deli\ered the valedictory suade Boston capitalists to buy the Michigan Central 
address. He then went to Cambridge and entered the Railroad, and complete it to Chicago. From that time 
law school, where he became the pmti-gc of Joseph , t»^ ihe present, Mr. Joy has been identified with this 
Story. Encouraged by this fricndshij), an<l that of 1 great commercial highway; and has used all his time 
Greenleaf, Mr. Joy laid the foundation of his future sue- «i"<l ability as the attorney, counselor, and assistant of 
cess. Judge Story frequently spoke in high praise of John W. Brooks, its President. For twenty years its 
Mr. Joy's devotion to the law; and, as early as 1840, 'earnings were \ery large; its management was econom- 
predicled his triumph in any course he shcnild select, i^'^d. and its annual dividends were promptly paid. All 
Not being able to continue his studies, he obtained a the towns and villages sprung into full life, and Mich- 
situation as preceptor in the academy at I'ittsheld, and igan resumed her credit. On the completion of this 
also instructed the classes in Latin at Dartmouth Col- road, Mr. Joy organized the Chicago, Burlington and 



lege. At the end of a year he returned to Cambridge, 
where he completed his studies. In September, 1836, 
he went to Detroit, and entered the law office of Hon. 



Quincy Company, and induced his friends in Boston 
and Detroit to take stock. This comjiany was to build 
a road from Chicago to Burlington and Quincy on the 



Augustus S. Porter, one of the noblest men that ever ! Mississippi River, which would open up one of the 



represented Michigan in the Senate of the United States. 
In 1837 he was admitted to the bar in I)etroit, and 
became the partner of (ieorgc F. Porter, who was for- 
merly a banker. They soon became attorneys and 



finest tracks over the richest prairies. He walked over 
the wliole route, and saw millions of bushels of corn 
used for fuel, because there was no way of transporting 
it to market. This road, built at a cost of sixty million 



counsel of the old Bank of Michigan, the only banking i dollars, has paid annual dividends of ten per cent., and 



institution of the North-west. It failed in the crash of 
1841 and 1843, and thus gave a lucrative business to 
the firm of Joy & Porter. From his a<l mission to the 
bar, Mr. Joy was cmj)loyed in nearly all the most im- 
portant cases in the State and Federal Courts; and, to 
each case in turn, he devoted great energy. He never 
tried a case until he had sounded it to its depths. His 
arguments were always distinguished by condensation, 
clearness, and power. From 1836 to 1847, as leading 



is managed better than any other road in the North- 
west. Mr. Joy completed the connection of this road 
with the Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad; had the three 
splendid iron bridges built, at Burlington, Quincy, and 
Platismouth, over the Mississippi and Missouri rivers; and 
extended a branch road into Indian Territory. As a 
part of his plan, he purchased, for the co-operators, 
eii^ht hundred thousand acres of the finest land in the 
United States, at one dollar per acre. He crossed the 
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Mississippi at Burlington, drove the work on the Chicago, 
Burlington and Quincy Rnilroad, over the Missouri, at 
Plattsmouth, and Bxed its western terminu<^ at Fort 
Kearney, in Nebraska; thus Riaking a continuous rail- 
way route from Detroit to the Indian Territory, on the 
south, and the one hundredth meridian on the west. 
In 1865 Mr. Joy became President of the Michigan 
Railroad, as successor to Mr. Brooks, whose health had 
failed. In order that this railroad might successfully 
compete with the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern, 
the Pittsburg and Fort Wayne, and other roads leading 
more directly from Chicago to New York, Philadelphia, 
and Baltimore, Mr. Joy advised and managed — as aux- 
iliaries to the Michigan Central — the construction of the 
Michigan Lake Shore Railroad, from St. Joseph to 
Grand Rapids; the Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw Rail- 
road ; the Detroit, Lansing and Michigan Railroad ; and 
the Detroit and Bay City Railroad. Although these 
railways have not proved financially successful to the 
stockholders, they have enriched the State of Michigan, 
by hundreds of millions of dollarsj by opening the pine 
forests of the north and the valleys of the Saginaw, 
Shiawassee, and Grand rivers. Mr. Joy was an earnest 
Whig as long as that party lasted. Since 1855, when 
the Republican party was organized at Jackson, he has 
been a firm Republican. At the beginning of the civil 
war, he spent one term in the Legislature. Aside from 
this, he has held no public ofhce. He has no sympathy 
with the chicanery of political partisans. He has been 
a faithful, but somewhat liberal, Congregationalist, — 
his Puritan ideas having been modified by study and 
thought. In all these years, Mr. Joy has changed only 
to advance. His conflict with the world, his thorough 
study of ancient and modern science, — hours spent with 
Socrates, Cicero, Spencer, Tindall, Huxley, and the great 
French philosophers, — have so liberalized and improved 
his mind, that his views of life and its duties are now 
very broad and sound. Amid all the responsibilities of 
his professional practice and railroad duties, he has kept 
up his studies so thoroughly that he could, at any time, 
resume his position as a college professor. He has a 
fine library, including the best editions of all the Greek, 
Latin, French, and English classics. Mr. Joy has 
never touched tobacco, nor intoxicating drinks in any 
form. His great success in life is a fine proof of the 
wisdom of his early training, which formed a character 
able to resist all evil. Through the instrumentality and 
energy of Mr. Joy, large sums of money have been 
brought from the East and scattered over the West by 
the great chain of railway constructed from Detroit to 
Baxter Springs and Fort Kearney. Thousands of people 
now live in fine homes obtained through his railway 
enterprises and disbursements. No living man has done 
more, during the last half century, to develop the common 
schools and other public interests of the North-west. 
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1^ LEIN, DOCTOR PETER, of Detroit, Michi- 
^Jffli gan, was born September 12, 1813, in Oemiin- 
v^^x#^ gen. Canton of Saar-union, Department of the 
Lower Rhine, Alsace, France. He is the second son of 
Frederick and Eva (Maitzloff) Klein. His father was 
a farmer, and died when Doctor Klein was seven years 
of age; his mother married again, and, in 1828, emi- 
! grated to America. They sailed from Havre de Grace, 
' in the brig "Globe;'* and, after a tedious and danger- 
ous voyage of eighty-eight days, landed in New York, 
and immediately started for the West. In the fall, the 
family settled on a farm six miles from Buffalo, Erie 
County, New York. The five and a half years passed 
by Doctor Klein in working on the farm gave him a 
distaste for agricultural labor; his unpleasant relations 
with his step-father intensified the dissatisfaction, and 
he determined to leave home. He had devoted much 
of his time to reading, and acquiring the English lan- 
guage, — doubtless with the view of preparing himself 
for the decisive step which he finally took. Knowing 
that, as soon as he became of age, he would receive his 
patrimony from Europe, he left home one morning in 
company with a neighbor's son. He had but seventy- 
five cents, and with this capital went to Buffalo, osten- 
sibly, to put himself under the care of a physician, but 
purposing never to return: After six weeks of medical 
care, he entered the office of his physician as a student, 
and spent four years of diligent study. The subsequent 
years were devoted to the study and the practice of 
medicine in Rochester, Buffalo, and St. Katherine's, 
Ontario, Canada. In the winter of 1844, he entered 
the medical department of King's College, Toronto; 
and, the following year, attended the medical lectures 
at Geneva, and graduated in the spring of 1846. He 
immediately opened an office in Detroit, Michigan, where 
he has since remained in the practice of his profession. 
In 1846 Doctor Klein became a member of the Syden- 
ham Association of the regular practitioners in medicine, 
in Detroit ; later, of the Wayne County Medical Society, 
of which he was one of the Censors, and, subsequently, 
President. His fellow-citizens have shown their confi- 
dence by twice giving him the office of City Physician, 
In 1847 ^e was appoin\ed County Physician, which 
office he held several years. He is also a member of 
the State Medical Society, and of the American Med- 
ical Association. In 1854 a joint stock-company was 
organized for the establishment of a German Democratic 
paper, — the Volksblatty — of which he assumed the entire 
j responsibility. Its success was largely due to his efforts; 
it still exists, and has a large circulation. Doctor Klein 
has disposed of his interest in it to the present proprie- 
tor. Doctor Klein is a stanch Democrat, and has for 
years been identified with the party, giving much of 
his time and labor to advancing its interests. From 
December, 1863, to May, 1866, Doctor Klein was in the 
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United States army service, as Surgeon-in-charge at the 
Exchange Barracks, Detroit. In 1869-70, and again in 
1875-76, he was a member of the House of Representa- 
tives. Although born and educated in the Lutheran 
faith, he is extremely liberal in his religious views. He 
has been for twenty-four years a member of the Masonic 
Fraternity ; and, for a long time, an Odd-Fellow. Octo- 
ber 29, 1853, Doctor Klein married Seviila Demaret, 
widow of the late Dr. Henry C. Lcmcke, and daughter 
of the late Hans Demaret, of Odense, King's Council, 
Denmark. 



^^^^IRCHNER, OTTO, of Detroit, Michigan, was 
born at Frankfort-on-the-Oder, in Prussia, July 
>-^'^ 13, 1846. His father, Rudolph Kirchncr, \va> 
employed in the service of the Prussian Government. 
While on leave of absence from his official duties, he 
planned and superintended the construction of the tun- 
nels on the line of the Berlin and Col()j;ne Railway, 
between Cologne and Aix-la-Chapelle, — the first rail- 
way tunnels ever constructed in Kuropc. In 1854 he 
emigrated to America, and settled in Berlin, Waterloo 
County, Ontario. Here his son. Otto Kirchncr, received 
an academic education, and began tlie study of law. 
which he subsequently continued at Toronto, attending 
lectures at Osgoode Hall. His close application to study 
having impaired his health, he visited Lansing, Michi- 
gan; and, in the fall of 1864, engaged as corresponding 
clerk in the office of his uncle, Hon. Lmil Anneke, then 
Auditor-General, meanwhile continuing his lej;al studies. 
In the winter of 1865, he was appointed Secretary to 
the House Judiciary Committee of the Michigan State 
Legislature. While in this position, he gainetl a knowl- 
edge of public business and very valuable legislative 
experience. He removed, within the .same year, to 
Detroit, where he entered the law office of Maynard, 
Meddaugh & Swift, and there completed his studies. 
In November, 1866, after examination by the Supreme 
Court of the State, he was licensed to practice law in 
any of the courts of the State; and, the same day, was 
admitted to practice in the Federal courts. In 1S67 
Mr. Kirchncr formed a partnership with Walter Elliott, 
which lasted until Mr. Elliott withdrew from the pro- 
fession, in 1868. As a politician, Mr. Kirchncr has 
always been identified with the Republican party. He 
traveled through the State quite extensively in 1872, 
making stump speeches for Grant and Wilson. In 1876 
he was Chairman of the Republican City Committee of 
Detroit, and was elected alternate to the National Re- 
publican Convention at Cincinnati. He refused all 
public offices until August, 1S76, when he received the 
nomination for Attorney-General of the State by accla- 
mation, and was elected, in November, by the large 



majority of twenty-four thousand one hundred and sev* 
enty-five* votes. Mr. Kirchner, besides doing earnest 
work in his profession, has devoted much time to the 
study of history, political economy, and kindred subjects. 
By travel through the United States and Canada, he has 
become well acquainted with the peculiarities of the 
different sections of the country. In 1869 he married 
Isabel Graham Beave. They have had two children. 



i^^EARSLEY, JONATHAN, Detroit, a Veteran of 
the War of 1812, was born in 1786, and died in 
^^(^ 1859. He was, by birth, a Virginian, and gradu- 
ated at Washington College in 1811. The following year, 
he was appointed, by President Madison, First Lieuten- 
ant of the Second Artillery Corps. During the war, he 
was commissioned Assistant Adjutant-General, Captain, 
and Major. He was engaged in the battles of Stony 
Creek and Chrysler's Field, in 1814, and in the sortie 
' from Fort Erie. In the latter engagement, he received 
! a wound which resulted in the loss of a leg. This was 
I a source of life-long pain to him; the amputation was 
delayed by the surgeons in the hope of saving the limb, 
and was then improjierly performed. In this connec- 
tion, he many limes remarked upon a phenomenon 
peculiar to such cases, namely: the existence of seeming 
pains in the lo>l portion of the limb. Major Kearsley 
was held in hi^^h estimation in the army for his attain- 
ments and bravery; and it was much regretted when his 
wounds compelled him to retire to private life. His 
services in behalf of the country were acknowledged 
and rewarded by the Government. In 1817 he was ap- 
pointe<l Collector of Revenue Taxes in Virginia, which 
position he held until 1819, when he was appointed 
Receiver of Public Moneys for the District of Michigan. 
He then removed to Detroit, where he continued to 
reside until the time of his death. He held the office 
of Receiver, consecutively, under various administra- 
tions, for a period of thirty years. Although a stanch 
Democrat and an active partisan, of the type found in 
the era of President Jackson, the Whig ngime ot 1840 
respected the old soldier too much to displace him. 
The name of Major Kearsley was intimately associated 
with our early territorial and State history. He was, 
at one time. Mayor of Detroit; and was a Regent of 
the University during the whole of the territorial ad- 
ministration, after the administration passed into the 
second, or rejiresentalive grade, in 1824. He was a 
man respected for his upright and honorable character, 
and for his ability and 6delily in the administration of 
his public trusts. The old Kearsley man.sion, a two- 
story brick house, still standing on the corner of Jeffer- 
son avenue and Randolph street, in Detroit, — but now 



I ■ 



.. 1 



I . 



f I 









' >i J' 



>■ 



i. N. 



i 



•III 



i ' . 



r . 1 



I % 



) 



' " . , • I . . I . I . ■ • • I - 1 • ' I 

• . . . . ' 

) 4 ,.'-'-. 1 

I t \ ' . . . . \ \ ^ i' 



k ' 



• .-!, 1 



■I • » ( . /Ill 



I 



->'• 



J > 



A >: 



V'. 1 y ' 

••I • 

• . .'.SI ' 

' > ' 



« • 1 



I . > *. ! -ii ""^ I'. 



' > k 



t M. '.J 



I 1 V , ' t II 



'■.<-' 1 .. f. .• -»,» • 

1. , '' . ^* I ( i .» I- ., 



1 t ; I ' :ii . ■ 



, > 



.t. ' 



. ^ M , 

o I ■ • 



..■»■. 



a 



. • I 



( , 



, I 



- ... , !•" I ' ; • ■ -.i 

' ' - ... .. !<■ "'it? 

I. < -I' . i I \ . ( •.!• 

' . . ' ' : ' • '\ .'i 



i' ■' C 



» • 



!'•»■«». Ki- r '.' I 



()■!• I t 



. t 



' I' \ 



l«. ! • ■ I I'. 



t 
> 



» ' ' V :*.) L. « ir..-;- 

••• .... . . ' < 



f 

. I. 1 



..I I 
. ti 



I 



. . I 




y 



REPRESENTATIVE MEK OF MICHIGAN. 



89 



occupied for business purposes, — was his residence at 
the time of his death, and for many years previous. In 
the minds of the older residents, he is still associated 
with the old homestead. No man was better known 
than he, and few have left a better record ; for, while in 
his public life he was guided by exact business habits, 
in his social life he was governed by a conscientious 
and rigid devotion to his religious principles. 



-•o^ 




glEFER, HERMAN, M. D., of Detroit, Michi- 
gan, was born November 19, 1825, at Sulzburg, 
'^ Grand Dukedom of Baden, Germany, and is the 
only son of Doctor Conrad and Frederica.(Schweyckert) 
Kiefer. He attended the high schools of Freiburg, 
Mannheim, and Carlsruhe, from his ninth to his eigh- 
teenth year, graduating at the htst-named place in 1S44. 
He then began the study of medicine at the University 
of Freiburg, and continued it the next year in Heidel- 
berg ; after which he attended the medical institutions 
of Prague and Vienna. He was a scholar of Arnold, 
Henle, Oppolzer, Stromeyer, Pitha, and Scanzoni; and, 
in May, 1849, graduated, with the highest honors, before 
the State Board of Examiners at Carlsruhe. At the 
opening of the Revolution in Baden, the young doctor, 
who espoused the people's cause with all the ardor and 
energy of youth, was appointed surgeon of the volunteer 
regiment Emmendingen. He was present at the battle 
of Philipsburg, June 20, 1849, and at that of Upstadt, 
June 23. It was at the former that Prince Carl, now 
Field-Marshal of Germany, was wounded and nearly 
captured by this volunteer regiment. After the submis- 
sion of the revolutionists. Doctor Kiefer was compelled, 
with thousands of others, to leave his country, and 
escape to Strasburg, then a city in the Republic of 
France, with Louis Napoleon as President. The spies 
of this most infamous tyrant soon discovered his place 
of refuge; he was arrested and forced to flee the coun- 
try. Accordingly, August 18, he took passage in a 
sailing vessel, bound for the United States, and landed 
in New York, September 19, 1849. After a short stay 
in the great metropolis, he started West, intending to 
make his home in St. Louis; but, meeting with a coun- 
tryman who had settled at Detroit, Michigan, several 
years previous, he concluded to remain there. October 
19 he opened an office, and soon became one of the 
most popular practitioners of the city, gaining an exten- 
sive practice. Doctor Kiefer has always taken a deep 
interest in educational matters. He was one of the 
founders of the German-American Seminary, a school 
incorporated by the State for finished instruction in all 
departments of learning, to be given equally in the 
German and English languages, as far as practicable or 
desired. He was President and Treasurer of this insti- 



tution from the time of its foundation, in 1861, until 
1872, when he resigned, his ideas having conflicted with 
those of other members, who wished to make it a secta- 
rian school. Doctor Kiefer held that no belief or creed 
should be taught in the school. In 1866-67, ^^ ^ mem- 
ber of the Board of Education, he tried to influence the 
other members in favor of teaching the German la.i< 
guage in the public schools. He agitated the question 
at different times, but his petition failed to meet with 
favor. He had been an active member of many of the 
German societies, representing the German population 
at different times and on important occasions. He was 
their representative at the SingerJs Festival, in 1857, at 
Detroit; at the Centennial Festival of Schiller in 1859; 
at the Festival of Humboldt, in 1869; and at the great 
Peace Celebration at the close of the Franco-German 
War, May I, 1871; upon which occasion he was Presi- 
dent and orator of the day. He is a member of the 
Wayne County Medical Society, the State Medical Society, 
and the American Medical Association. In all his public 
life. Doctor Kiefer has sought to convince the people 
that the German-born element of the United States should 
be respected as fully equal to the native-born population; 
and that due consideration should be given to their Ian- 
guage, customs, and social manners. The members of 
his family use exclusively the German language. Doctor 
Kiefer does not claim for his German fellow-citizens any 
prerogative as Germans; he only insists that they be 
regarded as American citizens, and be fully entitled to 
all rights as such. In politics, he has adhered to the 
Republican party since its organization, in 1854, at 
which time he was President of the German Republican 
Executive Committee of the State of Michigan. In 
1872 he was one of the Presidential Electors of the 
State ; and, in 1876, was a delegate to the National 
Republican Convention, held in Cincinnati, in which 
he had an influential part in uniting the Michigan del- 
egates, on the fifth ballot, for Governor Hayes. In 
each Presidential campaign he has taken an active part 
as a public speaker, his opinions having influence wi.h 
the Germans. In 1873 ^^ spent six months in Germany. 
Doctor Kiefer was reared in the Protestant religion, but 
his views have greatly changed. He claims to have 
no religious belief, insisting that every one should be 
judged by his acts. July 21, 1850, he married Fran- 
cisca Kehle, who, with his mother, had come from 
Germany to seek him ; his father followed one year 
later. His parents, however, returned to Germany after 
a short residence in this country. Of the seven sons 
and two daughters born to Doctor Kiefer, five sons and 
one daughter survive. Alfred, the eldest son, is now 
studying in the Mining Academy of Freiberg, Saxony; 
Arthur, the second son, is attending the Polytechnic 
School at Carlsruhe, Baden ; the other sons and daugh- 
ter are still attending the schools of Detroit. 
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:^I!^UII\, JOSEPH, Detroit, Michigan, wa 
^J!^K *'^ Neustadt, Hesse-Cassel, Germany, M; 



'as born 
[arch 9, 
^\^ 1826. His parents were in humble circum- 
stances, but were highly esteemed for their Christian 
virtues. The father, Henry Kuhn, married, in 1815, 
Regina Reifel, the daughter of a peasant; they had six 
children, of whom Joseph Kuhn was the fourth. At 
the age of fourteen, Mr. Kuhn fini>hcd the course of 
instruction given in the elementary schools of his native 
place. The next year, he accepted the position of clerk 



district schools until he was fifteen years of age. After 
teaching a year, he prepared for college at Elder Ridge 
Academy, in Indiana County; and graduated, taking 
the degree of A. B., at the Western University. He 
then bejan the study of medicine under Dr. Thomas 
Murray, attending his first course of lectures at the Ohio 
Medical College, and graduating at the Cleveland Med- 
ical College in 1854. The first ten years of his profes- 
sional life were spent near his birthplace; he then 
removeil to the southern part of Ohio; but, on account 



in the Superior Court of the city of Ncustadt, and filled | ^^^ the malarial fevers prevailing at the time, returned to 



it creditably for five years. He was an earnest believer 
in the Roman Catholic faith, in which he was educated, 
and determined to become a prie>t. In 1846 he emi- 
grated to this country, and entered the Dominican Col- 
lege, at St. Joseph, near Somerset, Perry County, Ohio. 
Here he remained for three years, when his failing 
health obliged him to give up his intention o( entering 
the priesthood. In 1849 l^<^ taught a select school in 
Detroit, and obtained the appointment <>f Notary Pub- 
lic. In this capacity, his knowledge of tlie laws of 
Germany, and the forms of legal docunu'iits u<ed there, 
enabled him to render cc^nsidcrablc aid to hi-^ countrv- 
men. Since 1S50 he ha-. ]»ccii enga^^^cd in the insurance 
and real estate business. He i->^ucs and s(.-l!.«, foriMgn 
drafts, and manages a foreign passenger agency for sev- 
eral lines of steamers, lie lias been of great siTvice to 
thousands of his countrymen, and has induced a large 
number of Germans to emigrate to Miclii-^an. lU- hon- 
orable dealings, his bu>ine>s has grown, year by year, 
until it has become quite lucrative. Ail Iun Jei-ure lia^ 
been occupied in the study of law. He was naturali/i«l 
in 1851, and joined the Democratic party, to which he 
has since adhered. From 1S59 to 1868, he was Justice 
of the Peace; during that time, he wa:^ appointed Assist- 
ant l*olice Justice. He has served the city of Detroit as 
a member of the Board of Education, a member of the 
Board of Estimates, and a member o( the Common 
Council. He married, Augu>t 19, 1S51, Mary, daughter 
of John and Gertrude Loolc, of Prussia. They have 
had twelve children, ten of whom are living. Dr. Fer- 
dinand Kuhn, of Grand Rapids, is their oldest son. 



his native State and settled near Pittsburg. In 1865 
Doctor Kier removed to the city of Detroit, where he 
has ever since resided. Having confined himself strictly 
to the duties of his profession, and never seeking polit- 
ical prominence of any kind, he has built up a large 
practice, gaining the confidence and esteem of his 
brother practitioners and«of the community. He mar- 
ried, in 1846, Miss .Martha Jane McBride, daughter of 
the Hon. Henry McBride, an extensive farmer and 
drover of Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, and a 
member of the State Legislature for several terms. 
Doctor Kier has three sons, — Henry M., William F., 
and Jonas A., — two of whom have adopted the profes- 
sion of me licine. The oldest is practicing at Knight's 
Landing, California; the second at St. Louis, and the 
youngest i-^ a druggist in Detroit. Doctor Kier has 
(Hie brother, — tiie Rev. Samuel M. Kier. — who is a 
niini-ter in the United Presbyterian Church. He has 
aKo a sister living in Ohio, the wife of John Armstrong, 
l's(|. Doctor Kier, and the brother and sister above 
mentioned, are the survivors of a family of eight, — two 
sisters and three brothers having died. In his political 
views, Doctor Kier firmly adheres to the Democracy. 
lie was ordained elder in the United Presbyterian 
("hurch of Saltsburg, Indiana County, Pennsylvania, 
twenty years ago. 
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l^vIER J. S., M. D., of Detroit, was born in 
'tij Armstrong County, Pennsylvania, May, 1821: 
'C^"^'» and is the sen of William and .Anna (Lyon) 
Kier. His grandfathers — natives of Scotland — were 
both engaged in the kev«)lutionary War, his maternal 
ancestor having distinguished himself at the battle of 
Cowpens. His father was a suMier in the War of 1812. 
He was an extensive farmer, owning land in both Indi- 
ana and Armstrong counties. Mr. Kier attended the 



; ATHROP, HENRY KIRKE, JUN., D. D. S.. 
Detroit, was born at Orion, Michigan, Decem- 
>i^^ x^ her 27, 1847. His father, H. K. Lathrop, M. D., 
was a native of West Springfield, Massachusetts; and his 
mother, Elizabeth (.Abbott) Lathrop was born at Bath, 
I New Hampshire. The Lathrops came from England in 
1634; and the Abbotts, in 1640. Doctor Lathrop at- 
tended school until he was seventeen years of age, when 
he began the study of dentistry in the office of AVhite 
vV Lathrop, at Detroit. He remained with this firm formore 
than three years, and then attended oue course of lectures 
at the Ohio College of Dental Surgery, at Cincinnati. 
-\fter this, he engaged in the practice of his profession 
at Detroit, for nearly two years. He then returned to 
Cincinnati, where he graduated, — delivered the valedic- 
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tory address, and received the degree of D. D. S. Upon 
his return to Detroit, he entered into partnership with 
Joseph Lathrop, with whom he remained until April, 
1872, when he opened an office for himself. Doctor 
Lathrop is the most prominent dentist, of his years, in 
the city. He believes in the steady advancement of the 
science of dentistry; and has, in this early stage of his 
professional career, acquired an extensive and increasing 
practice. He married, June I, 1871, Mary W. Gilleit, 
daughter of R. W. Gillett, of Detroit. They have two 
sons. Doctor Lathrop is a member of the American, 
and the Michigan Dental Associations. 




ARNED, GENERAL CHARLES, late of Detroit, 
Michigan, was a native of Pittsfield, Berkshire 
"^^1!^ County, Massachusetts. His father, Simon Lar- 
ned, was High Sheriff of Berkshire County. He came 
to America when young, and, during the Revolutionary 
War, was Colonel of the 9th Regiment United States 
Infantry, and aid-de-camp to General Washington. In 
the War of 1812, he resumed the command of his old 
regiment, and fought at Flatbush, while his sons, 
Charles and George Lamed, were defending the frontier, 
at Fort Wayne, the River Raisin, and Detroit. Charles 
Larned graduated at Williams College in 1806; and 
studied law in Kentucky with Hon. Henry Clay. 
While Henry Clay was in Congress, Mr. Larned was 
the guest of Colonels Thomas, Dye, and Owen, of Shelby 
County, Kentucky. One day, while he was dining with 
forty or fifty of the first men of the county, a dispatch 
came to Colonel Owen, from Governor Shelby, acnnounc- 
ing that General Harrison was in great peril at J'ort 
Wayne, pressed by Proctor and the Indian allies, and 
urging Colonel Owen to raise a regiment to march to 
his relief. C'olonel Owen immediately proposed to his 
guests that they should form the nucleus of a regiment. 
The proposition met with favor, and in ten days the 
regiment was equipped and on the march. This was 
the famous Kentucky regiment that was decimated at 
the battle of the Raisin, the remnant being incorporated 
into the regular army. Mr. Larned rose rapidly to the 
rank of Major, and participated in the battle of the 
Thames and other engagements. Among the private 
papers of General Larned, is a document signed by 
Colonel Brush, General Cass, David Cooper, Charles 
Larned, and others, — eighty in number, — in which they 
agree to seize and depose Governor Hull, and so pre- 
vent the shameful surrender of Detroit. Governor Hull 
frustrated this plan by sending General Cass, Colonel 
Brush, and others, Milh tlieir commands, to distant 
forts. At the close of the war. General Larned practiced 
his profession in Detroit, and soon ranked among the 



most eloquent advocates of the North-west. He was 
Attorney-General of the Territory during Governor 
George B. Porter's administration; and conducted the 
difficult negotiations which grew out of the Black Hawk 
War. He was the adviser and friend of General Lewis 
Cass. General Larned and General John R. Williams 
reduced the militia system of Michigan to efficient work- 
ing order. As a' lawyer and advocate, he was brilliant 
and epigrammatic; as a counsel for defendants, he rarely 
lost a case. His defense of Simmons, the wife itturderer, 
and of Canby, accused of the murder of the Government 
paymaster on the Fort Gratiot road, ranked among his 
ablest efforts. His voice was clear and sweet, his pres- 
ence grand and commanding. He was always ready to 
help the poor, and to assist young lawyers to rise in 
their calling. August 13, 1834, Charles Larned, beloved 
by all who knew him, died. He left a family, a city, 
and a State in mourning. 
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I'-A FERTE, DANIEL, M. D., of Detroit, was 
'{: born at Amherstburg, Ontario, Canada, January 
^"^^ 3, 1849. His ancestors on his father's side were 
natives of La Ferte, a province in France. They emi- 
grated to America during the earliest days of its settle- 
ment. His mother's family name is Langlais; she traces 
her origin to the French nobility. Daniel La Ferte was 
educated in the public schools of Amherstburg and 
Windsor, both in the province of Ontario. Having 
completed his course at Windsor, at the age of sixteen, 
he was examined for admission as a teacher to the 
public schools of Ontario. This examination was very 
rigid, but he passed it with high honors. At the age 
of fourteen, he determined to study medicine; and .spent 
the two succeeding years in the study of the classics, 
preparatory to entering upon his medical course. Three 
months after the examination before mentioned, he began 
the study of medicine under the direction of Dr. W. 
Lambert, of Amherstburg. After reading for three 
months, a difficulty presented itself, — the standard of 
education necessary for a student of medicine was raised, 
and the time of study extended one year. Mr. La P'erte 
immediately began reviewing the study of natural phi- 
losophy, in which he felt deficient. Shortly after, he 
presented himself before the Examining Board, in To- 
ronto; and, acquitting himself creditably, was admitted 
as a student of medicine for the province of Ontario. 
After having studied one year, he was overtaken by 
pecuniary embarrassment; and, in order to acquire 
means to carry out his plans, devoted the next two 
years to teaching in the public schools. He attended 
his first course of lectures at Detroit Medical College, 
in Detroit, Michigan ; and his last,, at Jefferson Medical 
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College, in Philadelphia. lie graduated from the latter 
institution, March 13, 1871. The ambition of years wa'^ 
now gratified; but he was without means to mukc his 
knowledge available. lie accordingly returned to his 
native town, and borrowed fifty dollars; with this, in 
May, 1871, he opened an oftjcc in Detroit, Michigan, 
where he has since continued to reside. In October, 
1S72, he was appointed Demonstrator of Anat<.my in 
Detroit Medical College, which position he still hoKU. 
He is also Lecturer on Orthopedic Surgery in the same 
institution. He is a member of the Detroit Academy 
of Medicine, and of the Detroit Medical and Lil)rary 
associations. He is attending physician of several chari- 
table and religious institutions in the city. He has 
always been a member of the Roman ('ath(;Iic (luirch. 
In politics, he has always taken an active j>.irt with the 
Democratic party, since his permanent re•^idl*^ce in the 
States. His person is slight. He enjoys ^^uy\ htralth, 
and possesses great power of cmluranci*, both })liysir:il 
and mental. He is esteenietl l)y a laige circle of fiier.d- 
and acquaintances, and is one v( the nio^t jir. niiiuni 
^i^ing physicians in the city of Detioit. 



[. bNGYEAR, HON. JOHN WKSLEV, Detroit, 
|; Michigan, Judge of the United Slates DiNiiici 
C^^^" Court, was born in Shaudaken, I'Kter County. 
New York, October 22, 1S20. When fiftein years ol 
age, he removed with his father to Dutclies^ C«)unty, ami, 
subsequently, to Delaware Ctiunty, New ^'ork. He 
received his education in the seminarie.-. of Anieuia and 
Lima, in that State. He then tau^^ht scIjooI for seveial 
years, and, at the same time, devoted his leisure to the 
stu<ly of law. In April, 1S44, he removed to Michigan, 
in which State his father had pre\iou>Iy setlKd. He 
went to Ingham County, where he completed his pre- 
paratory studies in the office of Hon. D. L. C'ase, and 
was also engaged in teaching a select school. He was 
admitted to the bar in 1846. Upon the removal of the 
State capital from Detroit to Lansing, in 1S47, ^^ 
located in the latter place, and formed a law partner- 
ship with his brother, Kjdiraim Longyear, which was 
continued until 1859. 'i"hey w<':re among the ablest 
lawyers in the county, and soon built up a large and 
lucrative j)ractice. In the fall of 1S62. he was elecle<l a 
Representative to Congress; an«l, in 1864 was re-elec:ed, 
serving in the Thirty-e-ghth and Thiity-niiuh (.'ongrc.N-es. 
He was a faithful and able representative; and was a 
member of the Committee on Common ICxpen<litures, 
and Chairman of the Commiliee f)n Public lUiilding-^. 
Mr. Longyear was always to be found in hi> place dur- 
ing the sessions of the House; and never shrank from 
the responbibilitie."> which the duties of legislation im- 



posed upon him. He wa.^ a del /gate to the Pi.i!adelphia 
Convention in 1866, and a meml>er of the Michigan 
Constitutional Convention in 1S67. In May, 1870, he 
was appointed Judge of the'United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of Michigan ; and. about a year 
later, he removed to Detroit. He took high rank as a 
jurist, and was regarded by the legal profession as one 
of the most capable men on the bench. His decisions 
were generally accepted a^ standard authority, and no 
decision of his' was ever reversed by the United States 
Court. Mr. Longyear wa«? not a member of any relig- 
ious denomination, but was a constant attendant at the 
Presbyterian Church. In his earlier years, he was a 
Whi*;; upon the organiz^iiioa of the Republican paity, 
he became an a<lvocate of its piinci]des. He married, 
at Ea^^le, Clinton County, Michigan, June 2$, 1S49, ^Hss 
Harriet NL Monroe. They have had one daughter and 
two .sons, one of whom is dead. The death of Mr. Long- 
year «)ccurred suddenly, on Thursday evening, at eleven 
</elcck, ^L1rch ii, 1875. The meml)ers of the Detroit 
bar held a mee!ing. at which a series of resolutions were 
passed, ineluiling the following: 

*' A\:u:/7.(/, That we, who have been witnesses of his 
labors, and pravlitioncrs before him during the past 
ten year-^, as well as frienils thoroughly conversant 
with all his genial qualities and native courie>y, 
can bear the amplest testimony of his learning; his 
(lilimiice; his carefulness and skill in the treatment of 
all le^al questituis coming before him for investigation; 
hi>^ strict honesty and severe integrity in connection 
uiih liis high (ittiee ; and his uniform impartiality and 
Cfurte-.y towards the entire bar, from its most distin- 
guished senior to ilie humblest of its junior members. 

'' A'i'Si'/rri/, That in the varied sphere of his judicial 
duties, whether in admiralty, bankruptcy, equity, or 
comiMon law, this distinguished judge showed himself 
tin roughly conversant with the rules and principles 
j)eeuliar to all departments of the law, and to such 
an extent as marked him as one rapilly taking rank 
among tlie eminent District and Circuit Judges of the 
Country. We regard it as one of the highest eviden- 
ces of his judicial ability, that, by his opinions, gener- 
ally carefully, and often laboriously, prepared, he suc- 
ceeded, not only in demonstrating their correctness to 
his own satisfaction, but in reconciling the views of 
opposing counsel to his own.*' 



il OTHROP, CLORGE VAN NESS, Attorney-at- 
^1' law, Detroit, was born in Easton, Bristol County, 
■T '\^'' Connecticut, August 8, 1817. His early years 
were spent on his father's farm. After an academical 
course, he entered Brown University, and graduated 
under its distinguished President, Doctor Francis Way- 
land, in the year 183S. In the fall of the same year, 
he entered the law school of Harvard University, then 
in charge of Judge Story and Professor Greenlcaf. In 
the summer of 1S39, being somewhat out of health, he 
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came to Prairie Ronde, Kalamazoo County, Michigan, 
where his brother, the Hon. Edwin H. Lothrop, a man 
of note in our State politics and government, owned 
and cultivated an extensive and productive farm. Here, 
intermitting his studies, he spent most of his time for 
two or three years in practical farming and in building 
up his health. In the spring of 1843, he came to 
Detroit, and resumed the study of law, in the office of 
Joy & Porter, then prominent members of the bar of 
that city. The first case he ever argued was before the 
Supreme Court of the State, prior to his admission to 
the bar, special leave being granted by the court for 
the purpose. It was the celebrated case of the Mich- 
igan State Bank against Hastings and others. (See 
first Douglass' Michigan Reports, page 225.) So ably 
was the case presented by the young student, that the 
members of the court did not hesitate to openly express 
their admiration of the effort, and to predict for him 
that brilliant career that he has since realized. In the 
spring of 1844, he commenced practice in Detroit as a 
law partner of D. Bethune Duffield, Esq., under the 
firm name of Lothrop & Dufheld, which continued 
until 1856. In April, 1848, he was appointed Attorney- 
General of the State, the former Attorney-General, 
Hon. Edward Mundy, having been appointed to a seat 
on the supreme bench of. the State. He held the office 
until January, 1851. Some excitement occurred about 
this time, in consequence of a real or supposed purpose, 
on the part of the Roman Catholics in Detroit, to 
secure a portion of the school funds for the benefit of 
their schools. Mr. Lothrop enlisted earnestly in a popular 
movement to counteract the scheme. An independent 
ticket for city officers was the result, and Mr. Lothrop 
became the nominee for Recorder of the city, and was 
triumphantly elected to a position for which he cer- 
tainly could have had no personal ambition. He has, 
two or three times, received the vote of the Democratic 
members of the State Legislature for United States 
Senator. He was a member of the State Constitutional 
Convention of 1867, the record of which bears abundant 
evidence of his position and influence in that body. 
The legislature of 1873 authorized the appointment of 
a committee to prepare amendments to the Constitution 
of the State; and the Governor, Hon. John J. Bagley, 
looking to both political parties for members of the 
commbsion, recognized Mr. Lothrop's position in his 
party by appointing him to a seat in the body. This, 
however, was respectfully declined. For twenty-five 
years Mr. Lothrop has been general attorney of the 
Michigan Central Railroad Company, and still con- 
tinues to be their adviser. He is also a trusted adviser 
of many other corporations. He is still in the active 
practice of his profession, both as counselor and advo- 
cate. He is essentially a man of work; idleness is 
unknown to him. As the fruit of a life of industry, 



he ^joys a moderately large fortune. From the time 
of his entrance upon active professional life, 1844, ^'f* 
Lothrop has enjoyed a wide celebrity throughout Mich- 
igan, as a lawyer, politician, and a cultured, courteous, 
and honorable gentleman. His legal record runs 
through the entire catalogue of Michigan Reports, embrac- 
ing a period of more than thirty-five years. He very 
early became a representative man in the Democratic 
party; and, had that party remained in power, a seat 
in the Senate of the United States would have been 
tendered him, unsolicited. He has, by a pervading 
sentiment, been looked upon as having a right to the 
best positions. He has been the standard by which 
other public men have been measured, in the field of 
legal learning, eloquence, and general attainments. 
Probably no man in the country, certainly none in the 
State, is his superior as an orator. He possesses a peculiar 
charm of voice and manner; and that which, with some 
advocates, would, in the energy of forensic appeal, 
seem bitterness, with him is simply earnestness. A 
friend has not unjustly likened him to Cicero and Atticus. 
A true chivalry seems to inspire Mr. Lothrop's every 
act. He is never time-serving, but always obeys con- 
viction, regardless of consequences. He was never 
unpopular, but this species of valor would have been 
fatal to most public men. If ambitious, ambition has 
been his servant, not his master. A change of political 
profession, with the turn of the political tide, would 
have secured for him the highest honors, but he be- 
lieved in Democracy. His views must change before a 
shred of his political garment could change. He twice 
led the forlorn hope of his party, as their candidate for 
Congress in his district, when the power of the opposi- 
tion was so overwhelming that defeat was a foregone 
conclusion. He led the Michigan delegation at the 
Charleston National Convention, in i860 ; and it may also 
be said that he led the Douglas sentiment in that body. 
He was pitted against the ablest, as well as the most 
inveterate and malignant, champions of that political 
schism, the first really audible muttering of the storm 
which, in less than a year, burst upon the country. He 
maintained his ground with a courage and constancy 
that would have suffered martyrdom rather than yield a 
principle. He believed that a vital principle was at 
stake, and did not hesitate to characterize the disor- 
ganizing element in the convention as the premeditated 
secession and treason which it subsequently proved to 
be. He gave a cordial support to all just and necessary 
measures of the Government during the war, but not to 
those which he considered unjust. At the time of Mr. 
Vallandigham's arrest, Mr. Lothrop addressed a public 
meeting in Detroit, in protest against it; not that he 
would shield Mr. Vallandigham from the just conse- 
quences of his acts, but that all should be done accord- 
ing to law, and not in defiance of it. He understood 
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the professional bearing of the case, and regarded the 
occasion as scri()u>ly imperiling the moNt sacred rights, 
if a citizen could he arrcstc*! by a mere military order, 



branches of the Legislature, he delivered an addrcj^s 
entitled ** Union, Victory, and Freedom," — a brilliant 
and powerful effort, which was published in pamphlet 




and subjected to pains and penalties, without even form, and was copied in the Republican journals of the 
being permitted the benefit of a remedial writ. Many Wot. In -\ugust, lSC6, he presided over the Kepub- 

■ I ' 

a man in his pONition would have >hrunk from taking lican Stale Convention, at Detroit. From 1856 to 1870, 
this stand, at a time when not only J»arli^an spirit ran I he was ac lively engaged as a speaker f«)r the Republican 
high, but when to <)ppo>e the p»)puiar sentiment ^\a^ j cause. In I (S72 he gave his support to Horace Greeley, 
deemed little short of treason. Personal considerations I and was a candidate of the Liberal party for Presidential 
were probably not considered by Mr. Lothrop. He was I IMector. Sickness prevented his taking an active part 
a sentinel on tiie watch-lower of the law. The law was ■ in this campaign, though he made one speech at Kala- 
every thing; he was nothing in comparison. This brief mazoo, which was used by the Liberals as a campaign 
but imperfect outline of the lea<ling traits of Mr. document. In 1S76 he dcUvere»i an address at Clcvc* 
Lothrop's character is given becaiiNf the worM claims a land, a«lvi>cating the election of Tilden and Hendricks, 
certain property in the lives of all it-. pi.'»ple, and ha> a whith received favorable comment from the Democratic 
right to the example of some of its best men and pre>*-«. lie aKo addressed large meetings at various other 
women. ' pla<es during the same year. Among his forensic eflforts 

I aie several worthy of mention: his exhaustive argument 
I in the famous Tierce will case — in which law, logic, ami 
rloijm-.u-e were blendetl with the skill of a master — 
^avc liim a \iit(iry, afler a protracted and tedious trial; 
'AY, HON. (TIARLKS S., of I)eir«ilt, Mitlii In- aiLjiimcni lefore the Supreme Court, to compel the 
gan, is a native of r>«ik>hire C«nmiy, Ma-^-a- l\«;^i.Mit>* <>f the l'iii\ersity, by mandamus^ to establish 
"* chusetts. He removed, witli \\\^ p.irent>, w iu n a chair of hcmci'i-athy, in pursuance of an act of the 
he was four years old, to Riihland. Kalama/o.i Lej^i-^laluie. alliacied wide and favorable attention; and 
County, Michigan. After c«)m|>Kiiii}^' his ata<k'mic cdu- an ad.lie-s j^iven before the law department of the 
cation, he entered upon tin; ^tudy of law as his tho-eii rni\er-ity of Michigan, in March, entitled "Trial by 
profession. While thus engai:e<i. he beiame thorouj^liK Jury." !•« among ihe most scholarly of his eflfort.s. His 
enlisted in the antisLneiy nvvemeni, ami c«)niril»u'e'l euL.wy i:p. .n the late Charles Sumner, delivered before 
various articles upon that subjrct lo the journals nf ilu- tlu- l.u ulty ami socii'tie^ of Kalamazoo College, and his 
State. He devoted a year or ni' le to the j>iaitiie i-l" CeMt«imia'. aildie-s on Patrick Henry, have placed him 
law afler his admi««*»ion to the bar, in 1S54: and then in the lioiit lank .is a popular orator. In 1863, in con- 
became associate pf)liiical e<lit«ir (»r the Detioit Tri-'iuh-. nection with an excursion of the Western Boards of 
A part of the lime, he was eniplo\cd as ii^ Wa-iiinj^lon lH-le, he made a series of speeches at Toronto, Mon- 
correspondent. In 1S56 he resumed his profe^-sional tual, lN)itland. and Boston, which were highly com- 
work. He practiced both at IJaltle Creek and KaUima- i mended by Eastern journals, and added to his reputation, 
zoo, and soon aetpiired a rei)Utalion as an able a»lvocale As a lawyer, advocate, and orator, Mr. May stands 
and lawyer. At the breaking out of the civil war, he among the ablest in Michigan and the North-west. His 
raised a company of men, and was commissii.ned Cap- elo'iuence i^ fervid and convincing, and his Engli:»h pure 
tain in the 2d Regiment of Michigan Infantry. He and tlowing. His printed speeches are remarkable for 
participated in several of the early battles, and serve<l their clearness and force, and contain abundant proof 
with distincii«»n in the first campaign in Virginia. He that they are the result of original, careful thought; yet 
received his first recommendation for pronioti«in from ' those which have been nio^t powerful, and have gained 
the late lamente<l .Major-C.eneral I. H. Richardson; but , liim his rej)Utaiion as a speaker,* have been extempora- 
ill health necessitaleil his leaving the army, and he re- nemis. He imj'resses all who listen to him with his 
turned lo his j^rofe^sional studies. In the fall of iSo^ ' earnestness. He is a man of strong convictions, and 
he was electe«l, hy a lari;e majoiity, Lieutenanl-Cio\ei nor of vuttKieiil moral courage and independence to do and 
of the State; and iire-i«led tjver the >enale. in the -e- daie for the right, a^ the record of his life testifies. In 

■ I 

sions of iSo3-()4, wi;h di-tingui-hed ability, lli^ ;nl- politics, he is not a partisan, except, perhaps, when 
dress to the Senate, I'ebiuary <), i«^<».>, «»n the subject gnat principles are at stake. He is unobtrusive and re- 
of sustaining the (io\ernment in its etforts to carry the .served in manner, but has an extensive circle of friends, 
war to a victorious termination, was one of great jH)Wer among wlu.m he is recognized as a genial, cultivated 
and eloijucnce. It was j)rinted and w idely circulated gentleman and an indej)endent thinker. In the summer 
throughout the whole North-west. During the extra | of 1S76. Mr. May removed to Detroit, where he is now 
session of 1S64, by the unanimous request of both | engaged in the practice of his profession. As a recog« 
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nition of his ability, and of his oratorical services during 
the campaign of 1876, he received the unanimous vote 
of the Democratic members of the Legislature for United 
States Senator. He was, for a number of years, Vice- 
President of the National Unitarian Conference; and, 
in 1870, was selected, by the National Committee, to 
fill the vacancy in the office of President, occasioned by 
the death of Hon. Thomas D. Elliott, of Massachusetts. 




cCAIN, HIRAM, Detroit, Real Estate Owner, 
I was born in Dunwich, county of Elgin, London 



District, Canada, March 12, 1822. His parents 
emigrated from Ireland in t8i8. His father 
was of Scotch descent; and his mother, who was a third 
cousin of Sir James Ackison, of Turgan, Ireland, was a 
native of Ireland. At the time of his arrival in Amer- 
ica, his father had some property, consisting mainly of 
carpenters* and glaziers' tools, with which he stocked a 
small store in the city of Montreal. Upon removing to 
Fort Talbot, on Lake Erie, in the fall of 1820, he was 
shipwrecked near Dunkirk, on the American side of the 
lake, losing all his tools and household goods, barely 
escaping with his own life and that of his wife and 
child. He had previously purchased of Colonel Talbot 
fifty acres of land in the township of Dunwich, then a 
wilderness, upon which he erected a log-cabin. Not- 
withstanding the severe struggles of the next ten or 
twelve years, he succeeded in maintaining his family, 
which had increased to eight children, and in clearing 
about three-fourths of his farm. About this time, a 
misunderritanding occurred between the husband and 
wife, and it was several years before a reconciliation 
was established, which, even then, was not perfect. 
This misfortune naturally cast a gloom over the minds 
and hopes of the children. Hiram McCain, who is the 
third child and first son, was, consequently, at the age 
of ten years, thrown penniless upon the world, without 
even a conception of the meaning of the word educa- 
tion. This occurred at a time when opportunities were 
by no means numerous, and at a place where his pros- 
pects were not at all encouraging. He was, however, 
of a hopeful and adventurous disposition, and made 
manly efforts to overcome the difficulties that surrounded 
him. At the age of seventeen, he engaged in taking 
contracts for clearing land by the acre; and, the follow- 
ing year, undertook the timber business on his own 
account, keeping two forces of men employed, in turn, 
during the winter. In summer, he worked a large farm 
on shares, raising grain and other products to be con- 
sumed by his employes in the lumber business. This 
business, however, resulted most disastrously in the 
loss of every thing he had accumulated during the pre- 
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vious four yeacs, — including two teams and much other 
stock, and involving him in debt. The timber and 
staves, which commanded a large price at the beginning 
of the undertaking, fell to just one-half their value. An- 
ticipating an improvement, he kept the timber which 
he already had on hand, and continued work the fol- 
lowing winter; but his hopes of a rise in price were not 
realized, and he sold his property at a great sacrifice, 
leaving large quantities of it to decay in the woods. 
This, of course, dampened his ardor; but, having learned 
that to be despondent was unwise as well as unmanly, in 
1847, though but nineteen years of age, he engaged in 
building houses, by contract, in Detroit. He had been 
in Michigan, and, more or less, in Detroit, since the 
year 1836; and settled in that city permanently in 1847. 
Although building was entirely new to him, he con- 
structed houses of almost every size and description 
with perfect success. In 1848 he leased, of the late 
Hon. E. A. Brush, a large piece of ground on Jeffer- 
son avenue, upon which he erected two blocks, of four 
buildings each, five of which were stores, and three 
first-class dwellings. They are on Jefferson avenue, just 
above the Biddle House; one being known as the 
Beecher Block, and the other, — including the drug store 
of Mr. Henry Heigh, on the east side of Brush street, — 
as the Booth (or Thompson) Block. He continued this 
occupation until the spring of 1849, and realized a small 
fortune for that time, having made, in one year, what 
was equivalent to at least eight thousand dollars. In 
1849 he engaged in mercantile business, in which he 
was very unfortunate. Being young and inexperienced, 
he was induced to buy two old stocks of goods, with 
which he could not compete with other merchants in 
Detroit. He accordingly took his goods to Bay City, 
then known as Lower Saginaw, with the view of event- 
ually starting a trading-post there for lumber and other 
building materials. While there, he went deer hunting 
in the dense pine forests, and got lost. Being out all 
night, — one of the coldest of the winter, — his feet M'ere 
so badly frozen that they had to be amputated, — the 
left leg Just below the knee, and the right foot at the 
instep. This calamity, which would have crushed the 
spirits of most men, had a contrary effect upon Mr. 
McCain. Despising, as he did, the man who ate idle 
bread, he resolved never to be a burden upon any one, 
but to secure independence for himself. Aided by Hon, 
E. A. Brush, who greatly admired his energy and perse- 
verance, and was always his firm friend, Mr. McCain 
again undertook building enterprises. He has been 
nobly successful, and is now not only independent, but 
quite wealthy. His self-reliance led, also, to his pre- 
paring himself to transact his own law business. He 
determined to be his own instructor, and this, in con- 
nection with the fact that his early education had been 
so neglected, was no small task. He accomplished it, 
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however, and has even been employed by others to 
prepare and adjust papers and legal documents involv- 
ing thousands of dollars ; his work standing the test of 
the sharpest judicial investigation. Mr. McCain is a 
firm believer in the teachings of the Bible, but enter- 
tains a more catholic interpretation of them than is 
held by any of the sects of the present day; and, for 
this reason, has never united with any church. He 
believes that church privileges should be free to all, and 
is noted for his liberal contributions to the poor. He 
abhors dishonesty in any form, and is exact in keeping 
his word. Mr. McCain is strongly Republican in poli- 
tics; but in that, as in everything else, he endeavors to 
be consistent, and to be controlled by principle. In 
earlier <lays, although he favored the abulilion of slav- 
ery, he considered it wrong to bring it about by force. 
He did not believe in the extreme policies; of the ultra 
element of the Republican parly during and after the 
late civil war, and refii.scd to support tiie administration 
which was the legitimate outgrowth of that clement. 
He was, however, a stanch supporter of I*rcsiileni Lin- 
coln and his administration, and a strong Union man 
during the war. lie corresponded with many of the 
soldiers, both officers and ])ri\ates, wliilc they were in 
the field, sending practical suggestions for the conduct 
of the war. Among others, lie wrote a letter to Lieu- 
tenant Levi G. Mitchell, of the loth Michigan Cavalry, 
while he was in Tennessee, setting forth the importance 
of the movement afterwards made by General Sherman 
in his march to the sea. Mr. McCain never married. 




^^GRAW, THOMAS, Wool Merchant and Capi- 
talist, of Detroit, was born in Ca«.tlcton, on the 
river Shannon, county of Limerick, Ireland, 
^ September 17, 1824. His motiier was of a (ier- 
man Lutheran family. Ills father, Redmond McCiraw, a 
man of liberal education, was a native of the north of 
Ireland, and was of Scotch-Irish descent. His ancestors 
were religious enthusiasts of the Protestant faith. In- 
tegrity with him \^as the chief point of character. 
The parents of Thomas McGraw were married in Ire- 
land, but came to America in 1825. They resided on 
a farm in New York State for ten years; and, in 
J^SSi removed to Michigan. Mr. McGraw did not 
inherit his father's enthusiastic love of agriculture, 
but rather, in his bovhood vears, turned his alten- 
lion to the acquisition of general knowledge, spending 
all of his available time in reading and study. Like 
many boys, he early formed a romantic conception of 
the attractions of the sea, and a sea-faring life, and 
left home, soon after reaching the age of fifteen, to try 
his lortunes in that direction. Upon reaching Roches- 



ter, New York, he, however, changed hii purpose, and 
secured a clerkship at a salary of ninety-^ix dollars a 
year,— a high price for a boy's services at that time. 
At the end of two years, he returned home, with fifty- 
five dollars as the product of his industry, — an amount 
of money that, at that early day, was not often seen in 
the hands of a tolerably successful farmer in the woods 
of Michigan; while, in the possession of a boy, it must 
have made him quite a lion. He invested fifty dollars 
of his money in forty acres of Michigan land, which he 
held until 1848, and then sold for seven hundred dollars. 
This transaction was the beginning of his successful 
career. Declining a liberal offer made by his father, he 
I became clerk for a Pittsburg iron company agency in 
I Detroit, with whom he remained until 1847; ^^t. *"cal- 
izing the power of money, directed by a liberal and com- 
! prehensive mind, to contribute to the development of 
the resources of nature, and, conseqiiently, to the hap- 
])iness and comfort of man, he determined to make a 
venture in business for himself. In the fall of 1847, ^c 
chose the township and little businei^s center of Novi, 
in Oakland County, oj)ening there a general stock of 
merchandise, and making a specialty of wool, which 
was j)roduced largely in ttiat fine farming region. This 
latter feature of his business soon became the leading 
one; and, after remaining at Novi from 1847 to 1S64, 
his wool tiadc had extended so generally over the State 
that his removal to Detroit became necessary; and he 
opened a bianch house in Boston, Massachusetts, for the 
purpose of selling his large purchases of wool. Devot- 
ing his entire energies to the business until 1872, his 
tielil of operations embraced not only Michigan, but 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Wisconsin, and Iowa. In 
1868 his purchases amounted to four and a half million 
pounds; and, from that time till 1872, they averaged 
from two to four millions yearly. During twenty years 
of his heaviest trade, he was never forced to make sales 
to meet his obligations. He always bought heavily 
when wool was low, no matter how large a stock he 
had on hand ; and, during thirty years of business life, 
he never sold at a loss any season's purchases. This 
success was due to his financial system, — his tact in 
making provision for the large sums required in busy 
seasons, sometimes amounting to seventy-five thousand 
dollars per day ; to the acuteness which enabled him to 
know where to buy, what prices to pay, and when to 
hold or sell his stock; and to his accurate judgment in 
selecting his agents, not one of whom has ever, in a 
single instance, proved unfaithful to his trust. No wool 
firms, outside of the Atlantic cities, have purchased as 
largely as has Mr. McGraw, with his head-quarters for 
so many years in a little village in the interior of Michi- 
gan. Mr. Mc(jraw's acquisitions are largely invested in 
real estate and manufactories in Detroit. For some time 
following 1S72, he curtailed his business operations. 
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intending to settle down to a more quiet life; but this 
purpose underwent a change, in 1876, from the convic- 
tion that he would best accomplish his mission by con- 
tributing his labor and his capital to the industries of 
the country, and thus giving employment to the masses. 
Politically, Mr. McGraw's position is independent, rather 
than partisan. Religiously, he is a member of the Epis- 
copal Church, though his views are liberal towards all 
Christian denominations. He is a member of the Ma- 
sonic Fraternity, and of the Knights Templar. He was 
married, April 13, 1848, to Sarah J. Telden, daughter 
of James Gordon, and granddaughter of Rodman Haz- 
ard, of Hancock, Massachusetts, — formerly an influen- 
tial politician of Massachusetts, who was for upwards 
of twenty years a member of the Legislature of that 
State. Their only children were two daughters, one of 
whom died in 1868, and the other in 1869. 




ASON, STEVENS THOMPSON. First Gov- 
I ernor of Michigan, was the son of General 
^3^,^^^;;^ John Mason, of Kentucky, but was born in 
^ Virginia, in 1812. When nineteen years of 
age, he was appointed Secretary of the Territory of 
Michigan, performing also the duties of Governor. 
Upon the admission of the State into the Union, he 
was elected its first Governor, and was re-elected to the 
position, serving with credit to himself and to the ad- 
vantage of the people. He died January 4, 1843. 




fcGRATH, JOHN WESLEY, Lawyer, Detroit, 
1^ was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on the 
I2th of January, 1842, and is of Scotch-Irish 
descent. His father, Joseph McGrath, a native 
of Ireland, was born in 1813. His mother, Jane An- 
drew McGrath, was born at Glasgow, Scotland, in 1823. 
His parents were married in Ireland, in 1839, and emi- 
grated to America the same year; upon their arrival 
they visited the South, with the expectation of locating 
there, but, owing to the existence of slavery, they 
sought another home, removing to Philadelphia, where 
they resided for two years, at the end of which time 
they came to Detroit. Here they remained until 1854, 
when they removed to a farm situated in Warren, Ma- 
comb County, Michigan. Mr. McGratli continued to 
live at home, until he was eighteen years old, assisting 
his father in clearing a farm of one hundred and sixty 
acres. He taught school during the winter of 1859 and 
i860; and, in the spring of the latter year, left home, 
and entered the preparatory department of Albion Col- 



lege, at Albion, Michigan, where he remained until he 
had completed the Freshman and Sophomore years. In 
the fall of 1864, he entered the law department of Mich- 
igan University, at Ann Arbor, and continued there 
during the term which ended in March, 1865. In April 
he came to Detroit, and attended a three months' course 
at Bryant & Stratton*s Commercial College. In July, 
the same year, he went to Pithole City, Pennsylvania, 
devoting one month's time to the land brokerage busi- 
ness. He was then engaged in the mercantile trade at 
Oil City, until the fall of 1867, at which time he re- 
turned to Michigan, and resumed his studies in the law 
department of the Michigan University. In March, 
1868, he received his diploma; after which he returned 
home, and worked on the farm until the following De- 
cember, when he located in Detroit, and opened a law 
office. Mr. McGrath votes with the Republican party. 
He was married in 1871, and has three children. For 
four years he has been a member of the Board of Edu- 
cation of the city of Detroit; he is quite prominent in 
the membership of the Masonic Fraternity, and of the 
order of Odd-Fellows. Mr. McGrath, although young 
in years, stands high, as one of Detroit's attorneys, and 
will make his mark in the profession in lyhich he is 
engaged. 




cKINSTRY. COMMODORE JAMES P., late of 
Detroit, was born in Hillsdale, Columbia 
County, New York, February 9, 1807, and was 
the son of Colonel McKinstry, one of the old 
pioneers of Detroit. He received an English and clas- 
sical education at Hillsdale, New York. At nineteen 
he entered the United States navy as midshipman; he 
passed through the intermediate grades, and, in 1853, 
was appointed Commander of the mail steamer '^Georgia," 
plying between New York and Aspinwall. In 1855, 
and for several succeeding years, he commanded the 
United States steamer which carried the mail from New 
York to Panama. In 1861, with Commodore Frederick 
Engle, he went overland to China, to relieve the officers 
of the United States fleet. It was feared that the Cap- 
tains were disloyal, and might place their vessels in the 
hands of the Confederates. The fleet was brought safely 
home; but, while running the batteries off Port Hudson, 
Commodore McKinstry received wounds from which he 
never recovered, although he remained in active service 
for several years. In 1861 he commanded the blockad- 
ing ship, ** Monongahela ; " in 1862 he was commis- 
sioned Captain; and, in 1866, was promoted to Commo- 
dore. A few months later, he was placed upon the 
retired list, after a service of over forty years. Com- 
modore McKinstry was a competent and accomplished 
officer, and a roan who gained many friends. We quote 
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the following from a letter written by Rear Admiral 
H. W. Bruce of the English navy: "Allow me to 
offer my best acknowledgment^ for the kindness and 
attention that I and my companions have met with at 
your hands, a circumstance which has contributed essen- 
tially towards rendering our voyage agreeable. I would 
also beg leave to express the gratification I felt in wit- 
nessing the watchful seamanship and ability with which 
your ship was conducted, inspiring me with confidence 
in her safety and success." Commodore McKinstry was 
advised to resign, during the late war, but he indig- 
nantly replied that the Government had supported him 
for many years, and he would never desert it in its hour 
of peril. In politics. Commodore McKinstry was an 
unwavering Democrat, both in principle and practice. 
He was an Odd-Fellow and held many important ofhces 
in that society. Although a Christian, he never united 
with any denomination. January 23, 1858, he married 
Mrs. Mary (Williams) Swart, daughter of General J. R. 
Williams, of Detroit. February 21, 1873, he died, and 
was buried in Highland Cemetery. 




jlcMILLAN, JAMKS, Detroit, Treasurer and 
Manager of the Michigan Car Company, was 
born May 12, 1838, at Hamilton, Ontario. He 
is the son of William and Grace McMillan, 
both natives of Scotland, who emigrated to Canada in 
1834, and settled in Hamilton. His father was, for a 
long period, a ruling elder in the Presbyterian Church. 
For a number of years, he was connected with the Great 
Western Railway, of Canada, and resided at Hamilton, 
where he enjoyed the high esteem of the people. He 
was a prosperous man in all his undertakings, and was 
the means of bringing prosperity to others. He died 
within a few years of the three-score and ten, leaving, 
for the emulation of his sons, the record of a life which 
is a striking illustration of what can be accomplished by 
constant adherence to rectitude and all that ennobles 
man. Mr. James McMillan, the second son in a family 
of six sons and one daughter, was blessed with the 
loving care of a reBned and accomplished mother. It 
can not be wondered, therefore, that under such parental 
influence, he has risen rapidly to the eminence he now 
enjoys. He received a thorough school education at the 
well-known establishment of Doctor Tassie, at Hamilton ; 
and qualitied himself for a collegiate course. When 
fourteen years of age, having, a strong inclination for 
practical affairs, he chose to forego his college course 
and to learn his further lessons in the broader school of 
active business life. He therefore entered on an appren- 
ticeship for four years in a hardware store, where he 
learned the details of business. In 1856, his term of 



apprenticeship having expired, he removed to Detroit, 
Michigan, where he obtained a situation as clerk in the 
wholesale establishment of Buhl, Ducharme & Co., 
remaining two years. At the end of this time, through 
the influence of his father, he obtained the position of 
general purchasing agent of the Detroit and Milwaukee 
Railroad. While performing these duties, he attracted 
the attention of an extensive railroad contractor, who 
had several large contracts in Canada; others for build* 
ing piers, bridges, and docks at Detroit and Grand 
Haven, and laying and ballasting track for the Detroit 
and Milwaukee Railroad Company. These extensive 
operations necessitated the employment of a large num- 
ber of men; and such was the confidence in the practical 
ability of Mr. McMillan that to him was delegated the 
management of affairs in Michigan, including the em- 
ployment of men, the purchase of supplies, the charge 
of financial matters, and all else pertaining to such 
enterprises. Mr. McMillan, at that time, was only 
twenty years of age. The experience acquired in con- 
ducting this extensive business was of great value in 
after years. He remained in this employment until the 
completion of the works. In i860 he was induced to 
accept hib old position of general purchasing agent for 
the Detroit and Milwaukee Railroad, which he held for 
several years. In the meantime, a warm friendship had 
sprung up between Mr. McMillan and John S. New- 
berry, which rcbulted in a business arrangement, and 
in the formation of the Michigan Car Company, — the 
latter taking the Presidency, and the former becoming 
Secretary. Mr. McMillan afterwards assumed the active 
management of the company, and also of the Detroit 
Car-wheel Company, a sister enterprise, in which they 
embarked in 1867. When he first took active charge 
of the car company, its business amounted to three 
hundred thousand dollars per annum; it has since been 
two million two hundred and eighty thousand dollars in 
a single year. The car-wheel company business was 
seventy-five thousand dollars per year; and is now five 
hundred thousand dollars per year. In 1870 the hrm 
established similar works in St. Louis, Missouri ; and, in 
1872, they built car and wheel works in London, Onta- 
rio. In the three establishments, the amount of business 
done has been as high as five million dollars in a single 
year; a result unequaled by any other car builders in 
the country. The works in Detroit were kept in oper- 
ation during the panic of 1873-74, giving employment 
to four hundred men, the number being subsequently 
increased to eight hundred. With this force, they man- 
ufacture nine cars per day; consuming fifty-four tons of 
cast-iron; fifteen tons of bar-iron; and fifty thousand 
feet of lumber, at a running expense of about five 
thousand dollars per day. Their car rebuilding and 
repairing business is also very extensive. Mr. McMillan 
is treasurer and manager of several car-loan companies. 
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in which he and Mr. Newberry own a controlling inter- 
est. The cash capital is nearly three million dollars; 
and the property consists of several thousand freight- 
cars which are leased and loaned to railroads throughout 
the country. Mr. McMillan is also interested in other 
business enterprises, including the Fulton Iron and 
Engine Works; the Detroit Seed Company; and two 
lafgc grain elevators at Detroit and Grand Haven. He 
is a Director in the First National Bank; in the Mutual 
Life Insurance Company; in the Detroit Savings Bank; 
in the Detroit City Railroad Company ; and other enter- 
prises. He has served for two terms as a member of 
the Board of Estimates of the city of Detroit. He was 
reared in the faith of the Presbyterian Church, of which 
he ha^s been a member for many years. In politics, he 
is a Republican, and is a member of the State Central 
Committee, and of the City Committee. In i860, he 
married Miss Mary L. Wetmore, of Detroit. They 
have had seven children, of whom four sons and two 
daughters are now living. Mr. McMillan's business 
career has been marked by the exhibition of those sound 
qualities of mind, as well as personal habits, which make 
success almost a certainty; rare executive ability, which 
is indispensable to success in the management of all 
large manufacturing interests, and great energy and 
tact. These qualities were developed in early life, and 
have enabled him to acquire an almost princely fortune 
at an age when the majority of men have barely suc- 
ceeded in laying its foundation. He is one of the few 
whom rapid fortune has not changed. By his aid, many 
young men have received their start in life, and not a 
few have become successful in business by his sound 
advice and practical help. 




[ILLS, HON. M. I., of Detroit, Michigan, was 
If born at Canton, Connecticut, November 4, 
18 1 8. He received his early education at the 
^ common schools of his native place, and pre- 
pared to enter Yale College at the Connecticut Literary 
Institute, of Suffield. Being an only son, it was the 
desire of his father, who was a prominent business man 
of Canton, that he should receive a college education, 
with a view to adopting a profession. This, however, 
was contrary to the tastes and wishes of the son, who 
declined to attend college, preferring to engage in busi- 
ness pursuits. Accordingly, in 1833, when fifteen years 
of age, he entered upon active business, assisting his 
father in the manufacture and sale of gunpowder. This 
he continued until 1838, when he went to Southern Ala- 
bama, and was there occupied two years in looking after 
his father's interest in a mercantile house. In 1840 he 
was called home, in conseqnence of the failing health of 



his father, to manage the latter's business affairs in Con- 
necticut, which he did for the next five years. Having 
become restive under the restraints of a dull New Eng- 
land town, he determined to seek a more extended field 
of operations; and, in the fall of 1845, started for Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, which was then an enterprising little 
town, fast growing into prominence through the opening 
of the Wabash Canal. It was his purpose to engage in 
the fur trade, and he had forwarded a stock of merchan* 
disc from the East, by lake. In consequence of the early 
closing of navigation in the fall of that year, his stock, 
which was shipped to Fort Wayne, was carried to De- 
troit, and this circumstance compelled him to visit that 
city to look after his goods. Upon arriving there, he 
at once comprehended the great commercial advantages 
of Detroit, and selected it as his future place of resi- 
dence, carrying on a fur trade with the Indians for the 
purpose of gathering peltries and furs for shipment to 
Europe. He followed this business with fair success 
until 1861, when he engaged in manufacturing fine-cut 
tobacco, in partnership with Frank Nevin, under the 
firm name of Nevin & Mills. This firm continued until 
1878, when, after the death of Mr. Nevin, Mr. Mills 
organized, in connection with W. H. Tefft, the Banner 
Tobacco Company of Detroit, becoming President and 
manager of the company, which purchased and contin- 
ued the business of the firm of Nevin & Mills. Mr. 
Mills has been an earnest promoter of manufacturing 
enterprises in the city of Detroit, having assisted in the 
organization of two of the largest stove factories in the 
country. In 1867 he engaged with W. H. TeflTt and 
Jeremiah Dwyer, in the Detroit Stove Works; and, in 
1872, in company with the late Charles Ducharme and 
Jeremiah Dwyer, in the Michigan Stove Works. Both of 
these establishments have been eminently successful and 
are among the leading ones in Detroit. Together they 
give constant employment to nine hundred men. In 
1875 Mr. Mills, associated with W. H. TeflTt, Hon. J. J. 
Bagley, and others, founded the Detroit Iron and Brass 
Company, which has also proved a successful enterprise, 
and employs about one hundred and fifty men. He has 
been Vice-President of each of the corporations above 
named, since their organization, refusing to accept the 
oflfice of President of either on account of the pressure 
of his business. Mr. Mills was Mayor of Detroit from 
1866 to 1868. In the fall of the latter year, he was 
nominated on the Democratic ticket as Representative 
to Congress from the First District, which then com- 
prised the counties of Wayne, Monroe, Lenawee, and 
Hillsdale, and which, two years previous, had given a 
Republican majority for Congressman of about four 
thousand five hundred. Though unable to overcome 
this large majority, he reduced it to fifteen hundred. 
With the exception of being a member of the Board of 
Estimates, he has, since 1868, steadily declined public 
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office. He has always been a Democrat, and has taken 
great interest in politics, having, in 1857 and 1858, been 
Chairman of the Democratic State Committee. During 
the civil war, he was a NVar Democrat, and assisted, 
both by his means and influence, in the work of recruit- 
ing regiments in Detroit. He was delegate -at -large 
from the State to the Democratic National Convention 
at St. Louis, in 1876, which nominated Samuel J. 
Tilden for the Presidency. He married, at Canton, 
Connecticut, in 1850, Miss C. Barber, daughter of the 
late Samuel C. Barber, of Canton. They have two 
children, — a son and a daughter. 




iOORE, JACOB NYILKIE, Detroit, was born in 
Geneva, New York, May 13, 1814. He is the 
son of Aaron Moore and Mary Wilkie, and 
"^ grandson of General Moore, of Massachusetts. 
Mr. Moore's father died in 181 7. His mollicr after- 
wards married Peter N. Hard, who had charge of the 
academy at Geneva for several years. The family re- 
moved to Mt. Morris, Liviuj^sion County, New York, 
and settled on a piece of wild land, whicli Mr. Moore 
helped to clear. At the age of sixteen, he cho.sc the 
trade of a silversmith. Finding the business too con- 
fining, he abandoned it, after three years' .service, and 
persuaded his step-father to self hi«> farm and emigrate 
to the Territory of Michigan. They embarked at Buf- 
falo, on board the steamer "William Penn;" and, after 
a five days' passage, arrived in Detroit, November i, 
1833. Mr. Moore .soon left, by wagon, — the only means 
of travel at that time, — for Ann Arbor, where he re- 
mained about one year. He then went to Monroe, and 
became a clerk; first, in the American Hou.sc, — a hotel 
kept by S. S. Parker; and, afterwards, in the grocery 
store of the late James McBride. His savings, having 
reached the sum of fifty dollars, were invested in forty 
acres of Government land, which he soon .sold for one 
hundred dollars. Thus began his real estate specula- 
tions, in which he has been quite successful. In com- 
pany with Mr. Sherman, Mr. Moore took a contract for 
excavating on the line of the Wabash and Maumee 
Canal, at Toledo; after carrying on the work for a year, 
he sold out to other parlies. Upon the breaking out of 
the Toledo War, he went with the militia to preserve 
the rights of Michigan. On his return, he settled at 
Flat Rock, Wayne County, where there was a reserva- 
tion of Wyandotte Indians. In the Patriot War of 
1838-39, Mr. Moore was employed as a secret agent of 
the United States Government, whicli position he filled 
satisfactorily, receiving his soldier's bounty of one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land. In 1845 ^^ went into the 
general real estate business, which he followed success- 



fully for many years. In 1859 Mr. Moore was appointed 
United States Consul at Windsor, Canada. He was the 
first Consul to raise the American flag on the western 
borders of Canada; and, although the town was filled 
with rebels who had made threats to tear it down, Mr. 
Moore kept it waving over the consulate throughout his 
term of .service. During the civil war, he took an active 
part in the Union cause. For several years, he was 
Corresponding Secretary of the O. D. C. S. ; and, at 
their last annual meeting in New York, he was created 
a life peer, — an honor conferred upon only two others 
in the United States. Mr. Moore served eight years as 
a member of the Board of Education ; and was elected 
Secretary of the Board, which office he resigned. He 
served as Deputy Collector of Customs, under Collector 
Charles G. Hammond ; and was afterwards appointed to 
a position in the Secret Service Department. He is an 
active member of the Methodist Church; and has served 
as class leader, exhorter, and Sabbath-school superin- 
tendent. Mr. Moore was married, in 1843, to Margaret 
Berlhelet, daughter of the late Henry Berthelet. Her 
death occurred February 18, 1875. Mr. Moore has one 
son, Joseph B. Moore, who is connected with the First 
National Bank of Detroit. 




(^RELL, GEORGE, of Detroit, Michigan, was 
born at Lenox, Massachusetts, March 22, 1786. 
C^,^'^'^ His ancestors were French Huguenots, who, 
"•i^' after the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, in 
1635, fled from France to Germany, and came thence 
to this country. Mr. Morell was educated at Lenox 
Academy and Williams College, and graduated from the 
latter in 1 807. He studied law in Troy, New York, 
with John Russell, one of the most prominent lawyers 
of his day. Hon. William L. Marcy, Judge of the Su- 
preme Court of New York, and Reuben H. Walworth, 
Chancellor of the State of New York, were f^ellow-siu- 
dents with him in Mr. Russell's office. He was admitted 
to the bar as an attorney, February 14, 181 1 ; and as 
counselor, October 31, 1818. He settled in Coopers- 
town, Otsego County, New York, in 181 1, and resided 
there until 1832. Mr. Morell was Clerk of the Court 
of Common Pleas of the County of Otsego, in 181 5; 
master in chancery, in 1819; solicitor and counselor in 
chancery, in 1 823. He was appointed first Judge of 
the Court of Common Pleas of Otsego County, New 
York, August 20, 1827, and was re-appointed in 1832. 
In November, 1S28, he was elected member of the As- 
sembly for Otsego. He was appointed one of thie 
Judges of the United States Court for the Territory of 
Michigan, February 26, 1832, and held the office until 
the admission of Michigan as a State. In 1836 he 
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Portland to Lincoln, Maine, and engaged in lumbering 
until 1848, when he took up his residence in Detroit. 
He commenced lumbering upon the lands he had entered 
in 1836, and also entered extensive pine lands in various 
other parts of the State. He built saw-mills in Saginaw 
and Muskegon, which he kept in operation until his 
death; and one at Falmouth, in Missaukee County, hav- 
ing, in fact, built the town, and named it after his birth- 
place in Maine. His lumber business in time so in- 
creased that he was, for a number of years previoiis to 
his death, known a^ one of the largest lumber manufac- 
turers and owners of pine lands in the Stale. In 1858 
he built the Merrill Block, on the corner of Woodward 
and Jefferson avenues, which was at that time the finest 
business block in the city of Detroit. Mr. Merrill was 
a man of great physical endurance, of indomitable 
energy, and was very careful and methodical m his 
habits of living. He was an ardent temperance man, 
and was at all times and places an earnest advocate of 
the temperance movement. In politics, he was a Whig 
•mil the organization of the Republican party, which 
joined, and, although his retiring disposition forbade 
eeking political prominence, he was always one of 
St zealous members. Although Mr. Merrill was 
"tessful in his business, his success did not result 
TOW or grasping spirit. To share his ventures 
was his first impulse, and he almost always 
*tal for his associates. He was a helpful 
physical or financial, always appealed 
sympathy — a trait in his character 
sses of property. Mr. Merrill's ideas 
^ligious faith was that of the Uniia- 
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of the city of Manchester. From this place, he was 
elected, in 1826, to the New Hampshire Legislature, in 
which then sat Ezckicl Webi^tcr, and others afterwards 
di«tingui"«hed in national affairs. That Legislature, not- 
withstanding strenuous opposition, amended the charter 
of Dartmouth College, which gave rise to the famous 
ca.sc of that name in the laws of corporations. Though 
ft firm Whig, and afterwards a stanch adherent to the 
])rinciples of the Republican parly, he never again ac- 
cepted any office. Sati^fieil that a larger field for busi- 
ness was opening in the great West, Mr. Moore, after a 
prospecting tour, decided to remove to Detroit. There, 
in 1832, he engaged in business with Zachariah Chand- 
ler. Three years later, he entered the grocery trade,, 
and established the house of Moore, Foote & Co.. which. 
for many years, was known as the largest in the Slate. 
Their trade aggregated millions of dollars annually. In 
1862 he turned his attention to the manufacture and sale 
of lumber, and purchased large tracts of j)ine land in 
Michigan. He associated with him his brother, Stephen 
Moore. Mr. Moore was, for iwenty \cars. a member of 
the Presbyterian Church, and gave largely for the sup- 
port of every good work. He sustained an unblemished 
name through his long and successful business career. 
His death occurred January 17, 1S77. 



■OORE, WILLIAM AUSTIN, Lawyer, of De- 
•lil" ^'"°*^ ^*^ born near Clifton Springs, Ontario 
'<^< y[^ County, New York, April 17. 1S23. His father, 
"^ W'illiam Moore, was born at PettMboro, New 
Hampshire, April 9, 1787; and his mother, whose 
maiden name was Lucy Rice, was born at Conway, 
Mas>achusetls, June 28, 1786. His ancestors, on his 
f.ither's side, were Scotch-Irish, having emi;4rated from 
Argylcshire, Scotland, to Londonderry, in the north of 
Irtland, during the reign of James I., about the year 
1612. His great-grandfather, John Moore, was born in 
Londonderry about 1693; and, in 1718, with about one 
hundred and twenty other persons, emigrated from 
Londonderry to America, and settled the town of 
Londonderry, New Hampshire, where he died in the 
year 1 741. The father of William A. Moore settled 
in Ontario County, New York, in 1805, and married 
his wife in the following year. To iheni ten children 
were born, seven of whom — six sons and one daughter — 
attained years of maturity. In 1S31, when William A. 
Moore was eight years of age, his father removed his 
family to Michigan. He was atnong-the earliest pioneers 
of the Territory, and settled upon a farm on the Saline 
River, in the southern part of Washtenaw County, near 
the site of the present village of Mooreville. Mr. 
Moore, during his boyhood, worked upon his father's 



farm, and attended, for four or six weeks each winter, 
such schools as were afforded to the youth of that time, 
in the newly settled portions of the West. The labor 
upon the farm, together with hunting and frequent 
journeys on horseback through the new country, gave him 
robu.st health and great physical endurance. Upon 
attaining his majority, having determined to adopt the 
profession of law, and feeling the necessity of a col- 
legiate education as a preparation therefor, in April, 
1844, he entered upon a preparatory course at Vpsilanii. 
He pursued his studios there for more than two years, 
and then, with no resources except a firm determina- 
tion and an earnest faith that he could, by his own 
exertions, accomplish his object, in September, 1846, 
he entered the Freshman Class of the University of 
.Michigan, at Ann Arbor. He remained at the Univer- 
sity four years, graduating with the class of 1850; that 
being the sixth class of the institution. In August, of 
the same year, he went to .Salem, Mississippi, and there 
taught school about eighteen months. In April, 1852, 
he returned to .Michigan, entered the law office of 
Frascr, Davidson tV Holbrook, at Detroit, and was 
admitted to the bar, January 8, 1853. He has been in 
constant practice of his profession in the city of Detroit 
since tiiat lime; and, by incessant, persevering, and 
painstaking labor, has built up for himself a large and 
[)rol'i table business. In pursuing his profession, he was 
incidentally led to give special attention to admiralty 
law, and has made this an important part of his prac- 
tice. During the past fifteen years, he has been retained 
in every important collision case tried in the Eastern 
District of Michigan. In politics, he has been a Dem- 
ocrat, and an active partisan; but has avoided political 
offices, and has held none, — except as a member of the 
Board of Education of the city of Detroit for a number 
of years, and for three and a half years as its President. 
He was Chairman of the Democratic State Central 
Committee from 1864 to 1868, and was the Michigan 
member of the Democratic National Committee from 
1868 to 1876. During the civil war, while differing 
with the Administration in many of its measures, he 
never wavered in his allegiance to the Government. 
He gave liberally in aid of enlistments, and for the 
relief of the wounded, and has always recognized the 
services of our veterans by his sympathy and by his 
means. Mr. Moore inherited a stro**g partisan tendency, 
politically, which has lost none of its intensity by 
education or the character of his party associations; 
still, if the line were drawn between party and duty 
to his c<^nscience, his country, and his God, party zeal 
would yield to convictions of right. On December 3, 
1S54, he married Laura J. Van Husan, daughter of 
Hon. Caleb Van Husan, of Detroit. They have but 
one child, — William V. Moore, born December 5, 1856, 
who is a student in the Michigan University, and in the 
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class graduating in June, 1878. In early youth, Mr. 
Moore received a religious training ; but, while he 
evinced a great reverence for religion, he had never 
been connected with any denomination until 1877, 
when he united with the Lafayette Avenue Baptist 
Church, of Detroit. He has been a Director and attor- 
ney of the Detroit Fire and Marine Insurance Company, 
and of the Wayne County Savings Bank, since their or- 
ganization, in which he was actively engaged. He is also 
Vice-President ai d one of the Directors of the Michigan 
Mutual Life Insurance Company. As a lawyer, although 
Mr. Moore has been successful in the trial of cases, his 
chief merit lies in his ability as a counselor; indeed, as 
a professional man, he stands on a higher plane than 
that occupied by the mere lawyer. His acknowledged 
familiarity with the principles of law; his excellent 
sense and sound judgment; the judicial and thoroughly 
independent character of his mind ; his ability to see 
that every question has two sides; his conscientious 
watchfulness over the interests of his clients; and, 
above all, his unquestioned integrity, — eminently fit him 
to act the part of a conciliator and a harmonizer of 
conflicting views and interests; a part in which he 
justly takes far greater satisfaction than in pressing 
litigation, to ever so successful an issue. In private 
life, he is a cultivated, genial, Christian gentleman. 
His home is the center of a refined and hearty hospi- 
tality, dispensed without ostentation by himself and 
wife. Here, surrounded by friends endeared to him 
by long years and kind deeds, he finds that solace and 
repose in the interchange of neighborly offices, without 
which life is divested of half its charms. His friend- 
ships are firm, self-sacrificing, and enduring. The 
friends of his boyhood are — all that are left of them — 
the friends of his maturer years. His character is with- 
out blemish. His position is assured as a lawyer, as a 
citizen, as a man. Mr. Moore is still in the prime of 
manhood, and his firm health and vigorous constitution 
give promise of many years yet to be added to a useful 
and blameless life. 




fcCLELLAND, HON. ROBERT, of Detroit, 
1^ Michigan, was born at Greencastle, Franklin 
>^ County, Pennsylvania, August I, 1807. Among 
"^ his ancestors were several officers of rank in 
ihe Revolutionary War, and some of his family connec- 
tions distinguished themselves in the War of 181 2, and 
in that with Mexico. His father was an eminent phy- 
sician and surgeon, who studied under Dr. Benjamin 
Rush, of Philadelphia, and practiced his profession suc- 
cessfully until six months before his death, at the age 
of eighty-four years. Although the family of Mr. 
McClelland had been in good circumstances, when he 
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was seventeen years old he was thrown upon his own 
resources. After taking the usual preliminary studies, 
and teaching school to obtain the means, he entered 
Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pennsylvania, from which 
he graduated, among the first in his class, in 1829. He 
then resumed teaching, and, having completed the course 
of study for the legal profession, was admitted to the 
bar at Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, in 183 1. Soon after- 
wards, he removed to the city of Pittsburg, where he 
practiced for- almost a year. In 1833 he removed to 
Monroe, in the Territory of Michigan ; where, after a 
.severe examination, he became a member of the bar of 
Michigan, and engaged in practice, with bright pros* 
pects of success. In 1835 a convention was called to 
frame a constitution for the proposed State of Michigan, 
of which Mr. McClelland was elected a member. He 
took a prominent part in its deliberations, and ranked 
among its ablest debaters. He was appointed the first 
Bank Commissioner of the State, by Governor Mason, 
and received an offer of the Attorney -Generalship, but 
declined both of these offices, in order to attend to his 
professional duties. In 1838 he was elected to the State 
Legislature, in which he soon became distinguished as 
the head of several important committees; Speaker, pro 
tempore; and as an active, zealous, and efficient member. 
In 1840 General Harrison, as candidate for the Presi- 
dency, swept the country by an overwhelming majority, 
and, at the same time, the State of Michigan was carried 
by the Whigs, under the popular cry of "Woodbridge 
and reform,** against the Democratic party. At this 
time, Mr. McClelland stood among the acknowledged 
leaders of the latter organization; was elected a member 
of the State House of Representatives ; and, with others, 
adopted a plan to regain a lost authority and prestige. 
This party soon came again into power in the Sfate ; 
and, having been returned to the State Legislature, Mr. 
McClelland's leadership was acknowledged by his elec- 
tion as Speaker of the House of Representatives, in 
1843. Down to this time, Michigan had constituted 
one Congressional District. The late Hon. Jacob M. 
Howard had been elected to Congress, against Hon. 
Alpheus Felch, by a strong majority; but, in 1843, ^^ 
thoroughly had the Democratic party recovered from its 
defeat of 1840, that Mr. McClelland, as candidate for 
Congress, carried Detroit District by a majority of about 
two thousand five hundred. Mr. McClelland soon took 
a prominent position in Congress among the veterans of 
that body. During his first term, he was placed on the 
Committee on Commerce, and originated and carried 
through what were known as the "harbor bills.*' The 
continued confidence of his constituency was manifested 
in his election to the Twenty-ninth Congress. • At the 
opening of the session, he had acquired a national rep- 
utation; and so favorably was he known as a parliamen- 
tarian, that his name was mentioned for Speaker of the 
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House of Representatives. He declined the office in 
favor of Hon. John \V. Davis, of Indiana, who was 
elected. During this term, he became Chairman of the 
Committee on Commerce, in which position his reports 
and advocacy of important measures at once attracted 
public attention. The members of this committee, as 
an evidence of the esteem in which they held his serv- 
ices, and of personal regard for him, presented him with 
a beautiful cane, which he retains as a souvenir of the 
donors, and of his labors in Congress. In 1847 he was 
re-elected, and, at the opening of the Thirtieth Congress, 
became a member of the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. While acting in this capacity, what was known 
as the "French Spoliation Bill" came under his special 
charge, and his management of the same was such 
as to command universal approbation. While in Con- 
gress, Mr. McCJlelland was an advocate of the right 
of petition, as maintained by John (^uincy Adams, 
when the petition was couched in decorous language 
and presented in a proi)er manner. This he regarded 
as the citizen's constitutional right, which should not 
be impaired by any doctrines of temporary expediency. 
He also voted for the reception of Mr. Ciddings' bill 
for the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. 
Mr. McClelland was one of the few Democratic associ- 
ates, about eighteen in number, of David Wilmot, of ' 
Pennsylvania, in bringing forward the celebrated ♦•Wil-I 
mot Proviso," with a view to prevent the further exten- 
sion of slavery in new territory which might be accjuired 
by the United States. He and Mr. Wilmot were ; 
together at the time in Washington, and on intimate 
and confidential terms. Mr. .McClelland was in several 
national conventions, and in the Haltimore Convention 
which nominated General Cass for the Presidency in 

1848, doing valiant service that year for the election of ' 
that distinguished statesman. On leaving ('ongF*.*ss in 1 

1849, Mr. McClelland returned to the practice of his 
profession in Monroe. In 1850 a convention of the 
Slate of Michigan was called to revise the State Consti- 
tution. He was elected a member, and was regarded 
therein as among the ablest and most experienced lead- 
ers. His clear judgment and wise moderation were 
conspicuous, both in the committee-room and on the 
floor in debate. In 1850 he was President of the Dem- 
ocratic .State Convention, which adopted resolutions in 
support of Henry Clay's famous compromise measures, 
of which Mr. McClelland was a strong advocate. He was 
a member of the Democratic National Convention in 
1S52; and, in that year, in C()mpany with (leneralCass and 
(.*overn<jr Felch, he made a thorough canvass of the 
Slate. He continued earnestly to advocate the Clay 
compromise measures, and took an active part in the 
canv.ass which resulted in the election of (ieneral Pierce 
to the Presidency. In 185 1 the new State Constitution 
took effect ; and it was necessary that a Governor should 



be elected for one year, in order to prevent an inter- 
regnum, and to bring the State government into opera- 
tion under the new constitution. Mr. McClelland was 
elected (lovcrnor; and, in the fall of 1S52, was re-elected 
for a term of two years from January i, 1853. His 
administration M-as regarded as wise, prudent, and con- 
ciliatory; and was as popular as could be expecte«1 at a 
time when party spirit ran high. There was really no 
opposition ; and, when he resigned in March, 1853, the 
State Treasury was well filled, and the State otherwise 
prosperous. So widely and favorably had Mr. McClel- 
land l>ecome known as a statesman, that, on the organ- 
ization of the Cabinet by President Pierce, in March, 
1853, he was made Secretary of the Interior, in which 
capacity he served most creditably during four years of 
the Pierce administration. He thoroughly reorganized 
his department, and reduced the expenditures. He 
adopted a course with the Indians which relieved them 
from the impositions and annoyances of the traders, and 
produced harmony and civilization among them. Dur- 
ing his administration, there was neither complaint from 
the tribes, nor corruption among agents; and he left 
the department in perfect order and system. In 1867 
Michigan again called a convention to revise the State 
Constitution. Mr. McClelland was a member, and 
here again his lojig experience made him cons)>icu- 
ous as a prudent adviser and a sagacious parliamentary 
leader. As a lawyer, he was terse and pointed in argu- 
nicni ; clear, candid, and impressive in his addresses to 
juries. His sincerity and earnestness, with which was 
occasionally mingled a pleasant humor, made him an 
able and effective advocate. In speaking before the 
people on political subjects, he was especially forcible 
and happy. In 1870 he made the tour of Europe; 
which, through his extensive personal acquaintance with 
European diplomatists, he was enabled to enjoy much 
more than most travelers. He married, in 1837, Miss 
Sarah K. Sabin, of W'illiamstown, Massachusetts. They 
have had six children, — two of whom now survive. 




UIR, WILLIAM KER, Detroit, General Mana- 
ger of the Canada Southern Railway, was born 
<*^vv:.— at Kilmarnock, Ayrshire, Scotland, March 20, 
^^ 1829. His mother was a descendant of one of 
the Howies, Covenanters, of Lochgoyne. While a' youth 
pursuing his studies, he exhibited a taste for railroad 
mechanical engineering, and also for surgery. As the 
latter part of each school-day was spent in an engineer- 
ing establishment, his tastes gradually developed in that 
direction. He improved the opportunities here afforded, 
and acipiired a practical knowledge of mechanical work, 
which, in subsequent years, proved of great benefit to 
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him. Upon leaving this department, he soon obtained a 
position in the parcel and ticket office of an Ayrshire 
railway; and served through all the grades of railroad 
employment, — in the parcel, ticket, and paivsenger work, 
and also in the freight office. He worked early and 
late, on and off trains, and acquired a knowledge of all 
the details of railroad work. In the course of a few 
years, he was promoted to an important position in the 
engineer's and manager's office. Here he served credit- 
ably for several years, when he accepted a responsible 
position in the service of an English railway company. 
While in the employment of this company, he met Mr. 
C. J. Bridges, then Managing Director of the Great 
Western Railway, of Canada, This gentleman offered 
him an appointment on the latter railroad, which he 
accepted. Leaving England for Canada, he assumed ! 
the duties of his new position, in October, 1852, before 
the lirst section of the railway between Niagara Falls 
and Hamilton was opened. Mr. Muir assisted in open- 
ing the line for traffic; and remained in the service of 
the company until about 1857. He was then sent to 
Detroit to take the general management of the Detroit 
and Milwaukee Railway, in the completion of which, 
to Lake Michigan, the Great Western Company had [ 
taken a large pecuniary interest. Under Mr. Muir's 
management, this railroad was comj)leted its entire 
length; thoroughly equipped with rolling stock ; with two 
magnificent steamships, to ]>ly on Lake Michigan be- 
tween the western terminus of the road, Grand Haven, 
. and Milwaukee; and placed in excellent condition for 
both passenger and freight traffic. In Decern i)er, 1865, 
he resigned his position to accept an appointment as 
Assistant General Superintendent of the Michigan Cen- 
tral Railroad, under R. N. Rice, then General Superin- 
tendent. He so acceptably performed the duties of 
that office, that, in the course of a few years, the Great 
Western Railway Company offered him the office of 
General Superintendent of that line, which he accepted. 
Upon assuming its management, he at once began to 
improve the road ; and, in due time, made it one of the 
best equippe<l lines in the country. He changed it 
from the Canadian broad-gauge — five feet six and one- 
half inches — to the American gauge, — four feet eight 
and one-half inches, — added new narrow-gauge rolling 
stock, and thoroughly organized and equipped it as a 
connecting link between Western and Eastern lines of 
railway. Having accomplished this work, he again 
assumed the superintendence of the Detroit and Mil- 
waukee road; but, immediately afterwards, retired to 
accept the management of the new railroad through 
Canada, with its branches on the American side, known 
as the Canada Southern Railway lines. He has since 
been the (General Manager of this line; and, having 
had a life*long experience in railroad matters, and spenf 
many years in organizing new lines of railway, he has 



made this new thoroughfare one of the best in the 
country. The passenger trains on this road make faster 
time than over any other line on the American conti- 
nent. 



toBLE, HON. CHARLES, Lawyer, of Detroit, 
|.vIk Michigan, was born at Williamstown, Massachu- 
^^^ setts, July 4, 1797. He was the son of Deodatus 
and Betsey Abigail (Bulkley) Noble; and grand- 
son of Hon. David Noble, who, at the time of his 
death, was Judge of Common Pleas in Berkshire County, 
Massachusetts. Mr. Charles Noble graduated at Will- 
iiims College in 18 15, and studied law with his uncle, 
Hon. David Noble, of Williamstown. He was admitted 
to practice in Berkshire County in 1818. The same 
year, he went to the West; and, after a short stay at 
Cleveland, Ohio, settled in Monroe, Michigan. He 
entered at once upon the practice of his profession, and 
remained in Monroe until 1867, when he removed to 
Detroit. While rc;»i(ling in Monroe, he held the offices 
of the Legislative Council of Michigan Territory for 
two years; Ju^tice of the Peace; Secretary of the Board 
of Commissioners, negotiating the Indian treaty at St. 
Joseph; Register of Probate; District Attorney; County 
Judge; and Lawyer-General of the United States, for 
the district of country north-west of the Ohio River. 
He was one of the purchasers of the Michigan Southern 
Railroad from the State, and the first PreMdent of the 
company. He was also Cashier of the Bank of River 
Raisin; and, when the I)ank failed, — which was not at 
the time he was an officer in it, — he was appointed one 
of the assignees. In 1867 he removed to Detroit, and 
formed a partnership with his son, Charles W. Noble, 
and his son-in-law, George S. Frost, under the firm 
name of George S. Frost & Co. He continued in this 
business — the purchase and sale of pine lands — up to 
the time of his death, which occurred at Detroit, De- 
cember 26, 1874. The **Obituary Record" of Williams 
College says, in reference to him : •* Older citizens 
remember Mr. Noble as one of a large number of well- 
educated men, who, half a century ago, settled in Mon- 
roe, and influenced, and to a large extent controlled, 
the politics and what were then regarded as the early 
enterprises of the State. The results of Mr. Noble's 
active life are seen and enjoyed through a wide extent 
of country, by a large and appreciative population. He 
has left a bright and spotless record, and a memory 
which will be fondly cherished." Mr. Noble was a 
man of deep convictions and decided opinions in all 
matters of religion. In the year 183 1, he lir^t connected 
himself with the Presbyterian Church; and, for a num- 
ber of years, was a ruling elder in the church of that 
denomination at Monroe. Shortly after his removal to 
Detroit, he became a ruling elder in the First Presby- 
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terian Church there, and so remained until his death. 
Both in Monroe and in Detroit, Mr. Noble had, by his 
genial manners and sterling integrity, gathered around 
him a wide circle of friends. He was, in politics, a 
Whig during the existence of that party; and, subse- 
quently, acted independently of political organizations, 
though most frequently voting with the Republican 
party on national issues. In person, Mr. Noble was of 
tine appearance, and preserved the vivacity and fresh- 
ness of mature manhood up to the time of his death. 
He married. May i6, 1823, at Detroit, Eliza Symmes 
Wing, daughter of Hon. Enoch Wing, and sister of the 
late Hons. Austin E. Wing and W'arncr Wing, of Mon- 
roe. His wife survives him. They had seven children, 
three of whom died in infancy. His daughter Eli/abcih 
married Rev. Hannibal L. Stanley, and died in 1S49. 
The children who survive Mr. Noble arc: Charles W. 
Noble, of Detroit, born in 1828; Ellen N. Frost, wife 
of George F. Frost, of Detroit, born in 1832; and 
Con way Noble, of Cleveland, Ohio, born in 1842. 



HALL, JAMES, JUN., Merchant, Detroit, is a na- 
ffy'wl tive of England, where he was born in A"pril, 
^■J^*" 1828. He came to America, with his parents, in 
1832. His father, Rev. James Nail, who was a 
Congregational minister of considerable reputation in 
Canada, resolved that his sons should ])c farmers. In 
furtherance of this purpose, he purchased a tract of land 
located in the heart of a forest, about twelve miles 
north-east of Port Sarnia, Ontario. In the fall of 1844, 
Mr. James Nail, — then only sixteen years of age, — in com- 
pany with his brother, set out from their home in Burford, 
Ontario, to clear a farm in the midst of a dense forest. 
They spent the winter in hard work, and by Spring had 
cleared eleven acres; but the amount of labor it had 
taken to accomplish the task caused Mr. Nail to seek 
other employment. He visited Port Sarnia, and secured 
a position in the general store of Hon. Malcolm Cam- 
eron, with whom he engaged for three years, at a salary 
of sixty dollars for the first year; eighty for the second; 
and one hundred and twenty for the last year, including 
board. At the expiration of the engagement, as a re- 
ward for faithful services, his employer presented him 
with ten pounds, Halifax currency; gave him a letter 
of recommendation; and offered to be his security in 
any situation of trust, in either Toronto or Montreal. 
Mr. Nail preferred the United States, and Mr. Cameron 
cxten<lcd the same generous offer of security there. He 
recei\ed a letter of recommendation addressed to the 
Hon. Zachariah ("handler, Detroit, Michigan, who gave 
him employment when he visited the city in 1848. 
After remcdning with Mr. Chandler for two years, he 



accepted a situation in the dry-goods house of William 
A. Raymond ; and, after two years* service, succeeded 
to a one-third interest in the business. During his 
clerkship he had saved three hundred and fifty dollars, 
to which he added eleven hundred and fifty dollars in 
borrowe4 money, making his capital fifteen hundred 
dollars. From his profits, he soon paid back the bor- 
rowed money; and, at the expiration of three years, 
became equal partner with Mr. Raymond. About one 
year later the senior partner died, and the entire busine5;s 
passed into the hands of Mr. Nail, who is .still conduct- 
ing it on a much larger scale, with characteristic success. 
He has always avoided political notoriety, preferring to 
give his entire attention to his business; in this he has 
been so prosperous that the firm has become widely 
known. From a small beginning of a few rolls of car- 
pets, the business has increased so rapidly that Mr. Nail 
now occupies the finest carpet warehouse in the State. 




CRURIS, HON. P. W., of Norris, Michigan, was 
: born in Palmyra, New York, August 17, 182 1. 
/>•* His ancestry have a far-reaching record as a 
^"^^ temperate, sturdy, long-lived race of rigid 
Roundheads, among the Congregational Puritans of 
New England. His grandfather, Deacon John Norris, 
fought at Bunker Hill, and remained in the Continental 
army until a sword wound disabled him for further 
military service. He afterwards became one of the 
pioneers of the Montezuma salt marshes, in New York, 
and lived to extreme old age; as did his brother, who 
was among the pioneers of the Ohio Valley. Their 
descendants are widely scattered throughout the North- 
west. His father was a soldier in the War of 1812; and 
a pioneer by birth and choice. Mr. Norris inherited 
from his mother, Azubah Phelps, who was of pure 
W^elsh, or native British, ancestry, his love of mountains 
and of song. He feels that his best traits of character 
are clearly Welsh. His father's nomadic life, as a pio- 
neer mill-builder, in the wild Alleghany region of New 
York and Pennsylvania, offered few opportunties for 
his son's school education, but much for mountain 
climbing. He earned his first dime when less than 
eight years of age, as guide through the dense moss- 
draped pine and hemlock forests around the great falls 
of the Genesee River, near Portage, New York. He 
was engaged in kindred duties until the removal of the 
family to Michigan. Here their first greeting was a call 
for minute-men for the short but bloody Black Hawk 
War, which was followed by the first and fiercest of 
the cholera visitations. During these and subsequent 
attacks of malarial disease, his father's health became 
so impaired that he was, for several years, unable to 
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render material assistance in the support of bis numer- 
ous family, — mainly daughters. It was then that the 
matchless nerve and energy of the Christian mother, 
who worked with loom and shuttle, and the ceaseless 
toil of the son, kept starvation from the household. 
When the restored health of his father relieved him, 
Mr. Norris' habits had been formed by the stern school- 
ing of pioneer trapper life. He was accustomed to the 
snow-shoe, the canoe, and the saddle; and traveled with 
rifle and hatchet along the lakes and rivers, or over the 
plains and mountains of the North-west. During a 
ramble among the homes of the Potto watomic Indians, 
in North-western Ohio, he was betrothed to Jane K. 
Cottrell, a daughter of a Massachusetts pioneer ; and 
thus changed his plans for life. He purchased a portion 
of land, much of which he still owns, near the forks of 
the Little St. Joseph River, in Ohio, above Fort Wayne ; 
and erected, in the fall of 1840, the first cabin in the 
township^f Madison, Williams County, Ohio, upon the 
present site of the incorporated village of Pioneer. 
Although then only nineteen years of age, he was able 
and intrepid, and constantly improved his property. 
He occasionally returned to visit his affianced until his 
marriage in the fall of 1845. ^^ ^^^ wedding journey, 
from her old home, near the present site of Fayette, to 
Pioneer, Ohio, the bride rode in the yfrj/ wheeled con- 
veyance that ever passed over ten consecutive miles of 
the trail, much of which her husband widened, through 
the underbrush, into a rude road, while she drove the 
team. Prior to his marriage, the book-knowlc l^e of 
Mr. Norris had been gained from small books carried 
in his knapsack or pocket of his hunting-shirt. These 
he studied by the camp-fire, while his comrades played 
cards. He made ceaseless efforts in keeping accounts 
for himself and friends in their various rambling enter- 
prises. He taught, one term, a large but rude fron- 
tier school ; and spent one term in the academy of 
Arthur B. Fuller, at Belvidere, Illinois. A settled home, 
and active business, as agent for the Eastern owners of 
most of the surrounding country, kept him, for many 
years, from the Western mountains. He, however, 
made several extended trips to the great lakes and the 
St. Lawrence region. He spent much of the summer 
of 1851, in subdividing the Pinkham Land Grant, near 
the famous Willey House, amid the White Mountains 
of New Hampshire. He often scaled the summit of Mt. 
Washington, when rude bridle-paths alone connected it 
with the Fabian, the Crawford, and White Mountain 
hotels. Among the laudable enterprises of these years, 
was the platting of the now incorporated village of 
Pioneer, in 1854, upon the site of his old cabin and 
Indian town. He entered the army at the breaking out 
of the civil war, serving as spy and Captain of the 
West Virginia Mountain Scouts; but was soon disabled 
by a severe shoulder and spinal injury, caused by the 



fall of his horse, which was shot under him in a guer* 
rilla fight near Laurel Mountain. He was elected, on 
his return, to represent the three north-western coun- 
ties of Ohio in the Legislature ; and was the only 
avowed friend of the Government and its soldiers, in 
that body, along more than one-half of the Western 
border of Ohio. He resigned his Captaincy in the 
Hoffman Battalion to take his seat in the Legislature 
again, and assist in the re-election of Hon. B. F. Wade 
to the United States Senate, in 1863. With habits and 
tastes for active camp life, his improved health, and 
the necessity of keeping on terms of friendship with the 
soldier, in the Ohio Senate, led him, in the fall of 1863, 
to become the Union candidate from the seven north- 
western counties of Ohio. After a long and extremely 
bitter contest, he was declared defeated by a small ma- 
jority. Subsequent revelations, however, proved that 
he had been defeated only by gross fraud along the 
Indiana border. He made no contest for his seat, as he 
had become a prominent member of the Sanitary Com- 
mission, and was at the front caring for the wounded, 
in the bloody Spottsylvania campaign, while he was 
awaiting preparations for going, as Secretary or Sur- 
veyor-General, to Idaho or Montana. He returned from 
the field in an ambulance, desirous to enjoy the invig- 
orating mountain air and scenery. The unanimous 
choice of both the Eastern and Western heirs of the 
Sedgwicks, Townsends, Benedicts, and other fallen 
Union, and some Confederate officers, induced him, re- 
luctantly, to become trustee and guardian of their 
estates and heirs in the West. Prominent among these 
interests were lands of the Conner Creek Company, held 
in trust by the late Shubael Conant, consisting of nearly 
eleven thousand acres, and nearly as much more owned 
by others. It nearly adjoined Detroit upon the. north, 
and was, doubtless, the wettest, wildest, most uninviting 
region proximate to any city in the North. By the terms 
of his contract he was to purchase a portion of these 
tracts, and drain the remainder. He purchased heavily; 
built a cabin on the famous prairie mound, in 1865; and 
commenced a regular system of drainage and improve- 
ments. By the exercise of his characteristic foresight, 
indomitable energy, perseverance against all opposition, 
and the expenditure of one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, he projected, managed, and carried through the 
greatest and most successful draining enterprise in the 
State. Abundance of fall for drainage was found by 
cutting through the sandy terrace. The village of Norris 
is situated upon a dry, sandy, undulating plateau, ele- 
vated nearly thirty feet above the forks of Cionner's 
Creek; surrounded by some of the finest farming and 
garden lands in the State, which have increased in 
value ten or fifteen fold within the past ten years. Mr. 
Norris has traveled almost over the whole West and 
North-west. Hi*, journals of explorations, of 1870 and 
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1875, through nearly all the Missouri, Yellow Stone, 
Geyser Hasin, Columbia, and other wiM regions of the 
West, have, with his notes, many of them in verse, won 
a greater reprinted circulation than any other late notes 
referring to tho^e regions. Colonel Norris is of medium 
height, and has dark complexion, and iron-gray hair. 
He is of rather a light, wiry build, erect and active; 
and, despite wounds and long and trying exposure in 
nearly every portion of the United States and border 
British provinces, is still vigorous and healthy. lie is 
of winning address, and is a ready speaker and writer, 
in prose and verse. Colonel Norris is a Republican. 
He is a member of the Moravian Church. Under an 
appointment of the Secretary of the Interior, as Super- 
intendent of the Yellow Stone National Park, he a';ain 
visited the West, in May, 1877. lie ascemied the Yel- 
low Stone, by steamboat, to the mouth of Tongue 
River, and then went on horseback to the Custer lield, 
where he arrived, July 4, at the disinlernicnt of ofTlccrs' 
remains; and brought away those of his old comra<lc, 
Charles Reynolds, for burial. He then j)roccL'(lc(l up 
the Yellow Stone, often alone, and in great danger from 
Indians; thoroughly exploring much of the park an<l 
mountain region, — including a loiic-sou^ht pass from the 
Crow agency through the Hig Horn Mountains, to the 
petrified forests on the Kast Kork. This pass sh<jrlens 
the distance to the wonder land at least one hundred 
miles. While scouting in advance of CJcneral Sher- 
man, in the park, he received a severe injury to his 
neck and spine by the l)reaking of a stirrup, and was 
compelled to return four hundred miles down the ^'el- 
low Stone, in a rude skiff, and thence bv steamboat and 
railroad to his home. This mishap probably saved him 
from great personal danger in the unlooked-for invasion 
of the hostile Nez Perces; and enabled him to furnish a 
very valuable report upon the wonder land, and the 
pressing necessity for C'ongressional appro])riations for 
its improvement and protection. 



filling their commissions, he has traveled extensively in 
Europe, making annual trips to England and the con- 
tinent to attend the fur sales of London and Leipsic, 
where the firm is as well known as at home. Mr. New- 
land was President of the Detroit Young Men's Society, 
in 1866; he had for several years previous served on its 
Ik)ard of Directors, In 1865 he was appointed, by Gov- 
ernor Crapo, a member of the State Military Board, and 
Aid-dc-camp to the Governor, with the rank of Colonel. 
He served in this capacity during Governor Crapo*s two 
terms. He married, March if, 1862, Emily A. Burns, 
daughter of Hon. James Bums; she died, June 18, 1871. 
He was married the second time, March 7, 1877, to Miss 
Matiie Joy, a daughter of Hon. James F. Joy, of De- 
troit. 





[;i:WLAND, HENRY A., of Detroit, Michigan, 
1^ of the mercantile house of F. Buhl, Newland & 
%.'^-/'/' Co., was born at Hammondsport, Steuben 
^ County, New York, March 17, 1S35. When an 
infant, his parents removed to Palmyra, Wayne County, 
New York. At the age of twelve, he entered the store 
of William II. Cuylcr, where he remained seven years. 
He then left Palmyra and came to Detroit, in 1854. 
Here he obtained a situation with F. Buhl & Co., and 
was admitted as a partner in 1858. Since his connec- 
tion with the house, he has held a responsible position. 
He attentls to the purchase of goods, and the sale of 
raw furs, — in which the house is largely engaged. In | 



KWBERRY, JOHN STRENGHTON, Detroit, 
4 ■ Michigan, was born at Waterville, Oneida County, 
^^ New York. He is the son of Elihu and Rhoda 
(Phelps) Newberry, natives of Windsor, Con- 
necticut; and is a descendant of Thomas Newberry, who 
emij;rated from England in 1605, and settled in Dor- 
chester, Massachusetts. Mr. Newberry removed, with 
his parents, to Detroit; and afterwards resided at Romeo, 
where he attended the Romeo branch of the Michigan 
University. Here he prepared for college; he entered 
I the Sophomore Class of the University, at Ann Arbor, 
I and graduated at the age of eighteen. He was then 
I enij)loye(l, fur two years, in civil engineering and sur- 
veying, spending a portion of the time in the construc- 
tion dei)artment of the Michigan Central Railroad, under 
Colonel John M. Berrien. He abandoned this work; 
and, after a year spent in travel, commenced the study 
of law in the ofiice of Van Dyke & Emmons, in Detroit. 
In 1853 he was admitted to the bar, and entered the 
practice of his profession. He early discovered that the 
admiralty business, on the lakes, had not received par- 
ticular attention, and devoted himself to that; practicing 
almost entirely in the United States Courts. He soon 
published a volume of reports of admiralty cases arising 
at the lakes and Western rivers. In 1862, in addition to 
his practice, he, with three other gentlemen, established 
the Michigan Car Company, of Detroit, for the manu- 
facture of freight cars; soon after, they established the 
Detroit Car-wheel Company. Of both these Mr. New- 
berry is President. He is also interested in the Fulton 
Iron and Engine Works, of ^^hich he is President; the 
Baugh Sleani Forge Works; the Detroit Railroad Ele- 
vator; and is largely interested in other manufacturing 
enterprises in this and other States. The car works and 
car-wheel works are the largest manufacturing estab- 
lishments in Detroit; the two factories employ nearly 
one thousand men. From his various manufacturing 
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interests, Mr. Newberry has acquired a handsome fortune; 
but these extensive business cares have caused him to 
relinquish, in part, the practice of his profession. In 
1862 be was appointed, by President Lincoln, the first 
Provost Marshal for the State of Michigan, with the 
rank of Captain of cavalry. This position he resigned 
at the close of two years. During that time, he had 
charge of two drafts, and enrolled and sent to the tield 
the drafted men and substitutes. In 1865 Mr. New- 
berry traveled through the West Indies, and visited the 
celebrated Pitch Lake, of Trinidad. In 1871 he made a 
tour through Europe. In politics, he was a Whig, but 
is now a Republican. Though often solicited to accept 
nomination, he has always declined political honors. 
He is a member of the Presbyterian Church; but con- 
tributes liberally to the support of other denominations, 
and of charitable institutions. In 1855 ^^ married 
Harriet Newell Robinson, of Buffalo. She died in 
1856, leaving a son who lately graduated from the 
Military College, of Chester, Pennsylvania. In 1859 
Mr. Newberry married Helen P. Handy, of Cleveland, 
Ohio. They have two sons and one daughter. Mr. 
Newberry is thoroughly informed upon scientific sub- 
jects; and has a fine library of scientific works, belles- 
lettres, and works on art and science. He has a hand- 
some residence in Detroit, and a country seat on the 
eastern shore of Lake St. Clair. 




f^WEN, HON. JOHN, Detroit, Michigan, was 
1^ born near Toronto, Canada West, March 20, 
1809. His parents were in humble circumstances; 
and his father died when Mr. Owen was quite young. 
In the year 1818, he came to Detroit with his widowed 
mother, cast upon the world at the age of nine years. 
He had a strong desire to acquire an education; and 
found a friend in a gentleman who had charge of the 
only academy in the city at that time. He gave Mr. 
Owen tuition free, in consideration of work done about 
the school building. His patron leaving the city in 
1821, Mr. Owen was obliged to give up school; but, 
through his tutor's recommendation, he obtained a sit- 
uation in the drug store of Doctor Chapin. Here he 
acted as clerk until the autumn of 1829, when he was 
admitted as partner, remkining in that position until 
the death of Doctor Chapin. After this he continued 
the business alone, and, by dint of hard work and close 
attention, was enabled to retire from trade in 1853. 
Since this time, although he has relaxed a little from its 
severities, he has not entirely abandoned business, being 
Director of a bank, and associated in other financial 
operations. He is now President of the Detroit and 
Cleveland line of steamers. Mr. Owen held the posi- 



tion of Regent of the University for six or eight years, 
from 1843; and was State Treasurer for three terms, or 
six years, — 1860-66. He has been connected with the 
Methodist Church for fifty-five years; and is universally 
acknowledged as one of the pillars of that denomination 
in Detroit. He contributes freely of his time, money, 
and influence, to aid Christian and benevolent enterprises. 



l^WKN, WILLIAM A., a prominent Politician, of 
rlj Detroit, Michigan, was born at Carthage, Jeffer- 
\^^^ son County, New York, on the i8th of May, 1834, 
and was the son of Dr. William and Sarah (Owens) 
Owen. Doctor Owen was an agriculturist as well as a 
physician. His son William, until he was fourteen 
years of age, divided his time between working his 
father's farm, and attending the common school in the 
neighborhood. He then bought his time from his 
father; purchased a tract of wild land in Lewis County, 
and spent two years in the lumber business. He had 
a well-developed physique, and became a noted athlete; 
he was especially famous as a wrestler, and had several 
warmly contested matches with jealous rivals. At six- 
teen, he began the study of law at Geneva, New York, 
in the office of Hon. George M. Horton. He took a 
warm interest in local politics; and, in the campaign 
of 1856, when James Buchanan was elected President, 
he was Secretary of the Democratic Senatorial Com- 
mittee. Having been admitted to the bar in the spring 
of 1857, he started on a tour through the Western 
Slates, in search of a place of residence. He vi«.ite<l 
Cincinnati, St. Louis, Milwaukee, Chicago, and other 
large cities, and, finally, Detroit. The beauty of this 
city and its surroundings induced him to make it his 
home. He had expected to practice his profession in 
Detroit; but, happening to be in Chicago during a cele- 
brated murder trial, he witnessed a legal contest between 
Abraham Lincoln and John Van Arnem ; and, becoming 
impressed with the culture and ability of the Western 
lawyers, decided to change his course. He conse- 
quently began to work at his trade. In December, 
1858, his business being sufficiently well established, he 
returned to Geneva, New York, and married, January 
3, 1859, Lydia L. Fish, of that city. On the breaking 
out of the civil war, in 1861, Mr. Owen secured the 
contract for furnishing the various camps in the vicinity 
of Detroit with meats; and thereby laid the foumlation 
of his success. As the fate of the Union became crit- 
ical, Mr. Owen gave up his lucrative business, and en- 
listed in the 24th Regiment of Michigan Infantry, in 
September, 1862. He assisted in recruiting two com- 
panies, and received a Captain's commission. On the 
13th of December of that year, under (ieneral Burnside, 
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Captain Owen was actively engaged in the battle of 
Fredericksburg, where he received a severe wound in 
the hip from the cxj)losion of a shell. He was 
confined in Lincolq Hospital, Washington, for three 
months; and, being unfit for further service, was mus- 
tered out in March, 1863. Reluming to Detroit a^ 
soon as he was able, he resumed his trade, in which he 
is still engaged. In 1873 Captain Owen was elected 
Alderman in his wartl. He waf» re-elected by an in- 
creased majority, in 1S75, from which time he became 
the acknowledged leader of the Democracy in ihe Com- 
mon Council of Detroit. Mr. Owen has had five chil- 
dren, only two of whom are living. 
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f ARSONS, PHILO, Capitalist, of Detroit, Mich- 
igan, was born at Scipio, Cayuga County, New 
* York, February 7, 1S17. His parental grand- 
v\ father was a native of Williamstown, Massachu- 
setts, and a prominent ofllcer in the army of the 
Revolution. His father was a merchant, and a man of 
unimpeachable honor and integrity, and ga\e the bulk 
of his fortune to endow a Western college. Mr. Par- 
sons is the second son of a family of ten children. He 
was preparing to enter college, when his health failed, 
and he turned his attention to niercaniile pursuits. His 
early business training was at Rochester, New York, 
whence he removed to Perry, (jcnesee County, New 
York, where he remained five years in connection with 
his father. During this period, January 17, 1843, he 
was married to Miss Ann Elizabeth Barnum, of Liv- 
ingston County, New York. In the fall of 1844, Mr. \ 
Parsons removed to Detroit, and in 1848 engaged in the 
wholesale grocery trade, which he carried on successfully 
for twelve years. The legitimate rewards of a business 
carefully studied and laboriously pursued, had, at this 
time, placed him fairly in the list of capitalists in his 
ado]>ted city; he then became largely interested in 
banking, and, in 1861, established the !■ irst National Hank 
of Detroit. Mr. Parsons is a corporate member of the 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 
and of the American Home Missionary Society of the Con 
gregational Church. He was for two years ]*resi<lent of 
the Detroit Boar«l of Trade, and served for the same ])eriod 
in the Common Council of the city of Detroit. He has 
long been prominently connected with the State Agri- 
cultural Society; and, in 1861, uj)on ihe estal)lishmcnt 
of the State Board of Agriculture, with supervision of 
the State Agricultural College, he was aj)pointed, by 
(iovernor Blair, a member of that Board, and served 
thereon for the term of two years. In 1867 or 1868, he 
was one of the incorporators of the Detroit Medical 
College; he was chosen Secretary and has held that office 



up to the present time. In 1869 Mr. Parsons, accom- 
panied by a portion of his family, made an extensive 
tour in Europe, being absent about a year. In 1875 ^^ 
made a second trip, traveling through Egypt, Syria, and 
other historical portions of the Old World, and remained 
abroad until November, 1877. During the war, Mr. 
Parsons gave an earnest support to the Government ; he 
was especially liberal and zealous in aiding the work of 
the Sanitary Commission, and entertained hospitably 
and generously the officers and soldiers of the army. 
He has always been a liberal contributor to public char- 
ities. In his connection with the city government, he 
was an earnest advocate of economy in the municipal 
administration. Mr. Parsons* active life has been that 
of a business man; and he is known to the people of 
Detroit, and of Michigan, as a successful, upright, and 
honorable citizen. He has, however, in other ways 
(juietly exercised his beneficence, which, though not 
seen by the public eye will endure in the educational 
institutions of the State. In 1857 he became actively 
interested in Olivet College, then in its infancy, and 
struggling with poverty; and has ever since been a reg- 
ular and liberal contributor, giving time, money, and 
intluence to its suj)port. He was, in 1862, a member of 
the Hoard of Trustees of the College, and, until failing 
health prevented, was always present at its annual meet- 
ings ; he was also a regular attendant upon college 
commencemenlE. In 1866 he laid the corner-stone of 
the new structure, which, at its completion, was named 
"Parsons' Hall," in honor of the chief donor towards 
its erection. In 1872 he was the leading man in an 
effort to increase the permanent endowment of the 
College, and donated twenty thousand dollars to estab- 
lish the ** Parsons" Professorship of Greek, and seven 
thousand dollars towards liquidating the college debt. 
His donations, in all, amount to more than forty thou- 
sand dollars. Since his connection with the college, its 
resources have been quadrupled, and its influence widely 
extended throughout the State. His name will ever be 
identified with the institution, and he will be remem- 
bered as one of our few wealthy men who are wise 
enough to bestow their gifts and enjoy the fruits thereof 
during their life-time. Not less wise and generous have 
been Mr. Parsons* contributions to the University of 
Michigan. During his first visit to Europe, he em- 
braced the opportunity of purchasing the valuable 
library of Professor Rau, of Heidelberg, which, with 
some valuable additions, hd subsequently presented to 
the University. The record of this beneficence is best 
made by quoting from the report of acting President 
Frieze, of the University, for the year 1871 : •* Until 
the beginning of the present year, no considerable dona- 
tion has been made to the University library. Since tha^ 
time, however, a very large and valuable private library 
has been purchased and presented to the University by 
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Philo Parsons, of Detroit. It consists of the entire col- 
lection of the late Professor Raw, of Heidelberg, made 
during his long service of fifty years as Professor of 
Political Economy in Heidelberg University; and em- 
bracing all the most valuable literature contained in the 
European languages on political science and kindred 
topics. The number of volumes in this collection is 
four thousand and thirty-four ; and of pamphlets, more 
than two thousand. While this municipal gift is of great 
importance on account of the intrinsic worth of the col- 
lection, it is not less valuable as an example which can 
not fail to find imitators. Mr. Parsons has made arrange- 
ments for the binding necessary to be done. It is un- 
doubtedly as nearly perfect as a library can be made, in 
the specialty which it represents. It was the well authen- 
ticated statement of this fact which influenced the 
authorities of Yale to send an order for its purchase 
before it was known to have been secured for this Uni- 
versity. While, however, the collection possesses this 
specific character, it contains also a large number of 
works of inestimable value on other subjects. The most 
important of these is the series of volumes issued by 
the Academy of Vienna, and those on the original 
sources of the History of the House of Hapsburg, — a 
work of great importance in the study of European his- 
tory. The languages represented in the Parsons' library 
are German, French, English, Spanish, Portuguese, 
Latin, Greek, Hollandish, Danish, Swedish, Icelandic, 
Servian, Polish, Hungarian, Russian, and the Slavic 
languages of the lower Danube." Mr. Parsons has since 
made valuable additions to the collection, and the whole 
is now known as the " Parsons Library." Mr. Parsons 
is a trifle under medium size ; he is of a nervous-sanguine 
temperament, quick to apprehend, and prompt to act on 
well-formed conclusions; although now in his sixty- 
second year, he is as active and ready, both physically 
and mentally, as at middle age. His faculties, no longer 
taxed by the demands of active business, are devoted to 
the service of the public in all good works. 




I.ALMER, THOMAS, deceased, one of the pioneer 
1$ merchants of Detroit, was born at Ashford, Wind- 
ham County, Connecticut, February 4, 1789; and 
died in Detroit, August 3, 1868. He was one of 
a family of six sons and three daughters. His grand- 
father, Thomas Barber, annually brought goods to 
Detroit as early as 1763, hauling them from Hartford to 
Schenectady with oxen ; freighting them by boats up the 
Mohawk; thence, via Wood Creek to Oneida Lake, and 
down the outlet to Oswego ; and thence, by Lakes 
Ontario and Erie, to Detroit. Here he remained, trading 

with the Indians; disposing of his goods for furs, and 
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transporting the latter back to Hartford; each venture 
proving financially successful. The story of these adven- 
tures, told to his grandsons, kindled in the minds of two 
of them, at least, a desire to seek their fortunes in the 
West. In the spring of 181 2, Thomas Palmer, with his 
brother Friend, having brought a stock of goods from 
the East, opened a store at Maiden, Canada, about 
twenty miles below Detroit. On the declaration of war, 
which occurred soon after, both the brothers were im- 
prisoned in Maiden jail because they were American 
citizens; but were liberated after five weeks, and put 
ashore upon the American side near Monguagon, whence 
they walked to Detroit. They joined a company of 
volunteers, commanded by Shubael Conant, and were 
present at the surrender of Detroit to the British by 
General Hull. After the surrender, they were permitted 
by the British commandant to return to Maiden and 
secure their goods. /They then proceeded to Canan- 
daigua. New York, where they established a store, and 
continued business until after the close of the war. In 
1816 Thomas Palmer returned to Detroit, and opened 
a store under the firm name of F. & T. Palmer, the 
brothers continuing their business under the supervision 
of Friend Palmer, at Canandaigua, and having a branch 
store at Ashtabula, Ohio. They also built and owned 
flouring-mills at Scio, New York. For a number of 
years the firm did a very large business. They took 
many contracts for public works, constructed many of 
the turnpike roads leading out of the city, and built the 
territorial capitol, the site of which is now occupied by 
the high school. For the building of the capitol, they 
received the ten thousand acre tract back of the city, 
and about five hundred central city lots. They also 
built and carried on potteries and asheries in the city, 
and entered large tracts of land in the Military Tract 
of Illinois. They built and owned a number of vessels, 
among which were the "Tiger" and "Young Tiger," — 
the former commanded by Captain Blake, of lake fame, 
— and became largely interested in various kinds of busi- 
ness. During the financial crisis of 1824, they were 
compelled to suspend payment. Friend Palmer died 
shortly after, and Thomas Palmer closed up the affairs, 
paid all their debts, and left no stain upon the reputa- 
tion of either brother. Soon recovering from this tem- 
porary suspension of business, he branched out into 
other ventures; and, in company with the father of 
George Jerome, of Detroit, erected saw-mills on Pine 
River, St. Clair County. In 1828 he purchased the site 
of the city of St. Clair, then a wilderness; he erected 
saw-mills there, which were afterwards sold to Wesley 
Truesdail, and did a large lumbering business for many 
years. The place was called Palmer, until he sold out 
his interest there. From 1845 to 1847, ^^r. Palmer was 
interested in Lake Superior ventures; but they did not 
prove profitable investments. Though nearly sixty years 
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of age, he coa-sted from Saull Ste. Marie to the head of 
Lake Superior in a six-oared boat, and returned in the 
same. From 1849 until aj;e rendered him unable to 
work, he transacted a land and insurance aj;ency busi- 
ness. In social life no man uas more };;cnial and kind- 
hearted. Unobtrusive and modest, no one could claim 
more or warmer friends. lie was of that type of 
pioneers who, thoujjh not achieving great financial 
success for themselves, by their energy and daring 
made success possible for others. In every trial he 
acted the part of a true man; and throughout his life 
his conduct was irreproachable. He died poor. In 
politics, Mr. Palmer was a prominent Whig; but became 
a Republican upon the organizali(^n of that party, in 
the affairs of which he took an active interest until his 
death. He never aspiretl to ort'jce, an«l never held any 



tered very tempestuous weather; and, to save the vessel, 
was obliged to throw a great portion of the cargo over- 
board, thus sacrificing the hard earnings of years. Not 
at all discouraged, he returned to Detroit, and started 
with another cargo, for Mackinaw, on Lake Huron. 
He exchanged his goods with the Indians, at difierent 
points on the coast, for furs and other commodities. 
He then settled, about the year 1844, on Sugar Island, 
and commenced the life of a farmer. He also estab- 
lished a general store, at a place known then and now 
as Payment's Landing. These enterprises he carried on 
for twenty-five years, with moderate success. He then 
dispc">ed of his interests in that region of country, and 
returned to Detroit in 1874. He has since retired from 
bu^-iness, and removed to IJay City, where he now re- 
siiles. C)w ing to his father's life among the Indians, R. 



public i)lace save that of AUlernian from the First Waxl 1 C Pajment had few educational advantages. When 
of the city of Detn.il. In 1S21 Mr. Palmer married lifteen years of age, he attended, for three years, Notre 
Mary A. Witherell, daughter uf Judge James Witherell. | Dame University, Indiana. Returning to the family 
She survived her husband, d\inf; in 1874. They had , home at Sugar Island, he {00k charge of his father's 



nine children, two of whom — 'lliomas W. Palmer, of 
Detroit, and Mrs. Julia K. llul)bard— are living. Mary 
W., wife of Henry M. Rohy, now of M<)nr»«eville, ()hio, 



business, which he managed successfully until 1870. 
He then went to Sault Ste. Marie, where he remained 
three years, engaged in the drug business. After sell- 



died in 1854, leaving one dauj^hter now living.-- Mi>s , ing out his interest, he removed to Hancock, on Lake 
Mary W. Roby. Sarah ('. died in 1S59. Mr. Palmer 1 Superior, and engaged in the same occupation. One 
and Miss Witherell were passcn^'ei>s on the '♦ Walk-in-lhe- year later, he removed to Detroit, and, in connection 
Water," the first steamboat on ibe lakes, du her first with Mr. Dennis Robert Hogue, who belonged to an old 
trij), in 1819. They afierwaids made thtir bridal trip in i I'renchCanadian family, opened a drug store under the 
the same vessel; and, on the return vi>\age from PutTalo, 1 tirm name of l>ogue & Co. Mr. Payment is now con- 
were wrecked the night of October jist. Mrs. Palmer's ducting this business successfully. From 1864 to 1S77, 
reminiscences of the incidents of the w reck are now on ' he heUl the position of County Trea.surer at Sugar 
file among the records of the Puflalo Historical Society. '■ Island; and, in 1872, was Postmaster of Sault Ste. 
Mrs. Palmer was, for sixty years, a member of the . Marie. His experience in traveling, during his life 
Methodist Episcopal Church. She wa-) an active worker among the Indians, is of much interest. He was 
in various Christian and benevolent enterprises, and obliged to untlergo many hardships in fighting with 
was one of the founders of the Detroit Pn)teslant Orphan the savages, and met with severe commercial losses. 
Asylum. Mr. Payment is a Roman Catholic, and is a member of 

St. Ann's Church. He has always felt an interest in 
the Republican party, but has taken no active part in 
politics. In his business relations, he maintains a high 
reputation for integrity, and is respected by all who 
know him. He is genial and generous, ever ready to 
^ (Ades) Payment, was br)rn May 27, 1S20. His , t;»^<-* assistance to those in need. 
V^ father, Michael (i. Payment, who was born in 
Canada, January 20, 1K14, was early thrown upon his 
own resources, with a limited education. From the age 
of fourteen to the age of twenty-four, he held a j)osition 1 
as clerk in a dry-goods st«Me, recei\ing one dollar aj 
month. In 1827 he went to iJetioit, and found occupa- 
tion in the dry-go<ids house of IJuchard vV Co., situated I 
on the corner of Woodward and JelVcrson avenues. , niother was left a widow with four young children. 
Here he made himself so useful to liis employers that, i when he was only five years of age. His early educa- 
in one year, they gaNe him an inicicsi in the business; lional ad\antages were confined to those of the district 




""''^^WMENT, RICHARD C, was born in Detroit, 

■? 

1^ -Michigan, June 10, 1842. His mother, Catherine 




ITCHKR, ZINA, M. D., late of Detroit, was bom 

!; on the 1 2th of April, 1797, in Washington 

^ County, New York. He was a son of Nathaniel 

Pitcher and Margaret (Stevenson) Pitcher. His 



and, at an early date, dispatched him with a cargo of 
goods to Lake Superior. On the voyage, he encoun- 



school and county aca«lemy. At the age of twenty-one. 
Doctor Pitcher commenced the study of medicine. 
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attending two courses of lectures at the Carleton School 
of Medicine, in Vermont ; and, in 1822, receiving the 
degree of M. D., from Middlebury College. Immedi- 
ately after obtaining his diploma, he was appointed 
Assistant Surgeon in the army, by President Monroe; 
which position he retained until the latter part of the 
year 1830, when he was promoted to the rank of Sur- 
geon, by President Jackson ; his friend. General Cass, 
being Secretary of War. While occupying this position 
he was stationed on the Northern lakes, and among the 
Choctaw, Creek, and Cherokee Indians in the Arkansas 
Valley. He was thence detailed to Fortress Monroe, 
Virginia, and appointed a member of the Army Medical 
Board, of which he was made the presiding officer in 
1835. ^^ w^** * frequent visitor at the "liip RajKs," 
in Hampton Roads, Virginia, — the retreat of General 
Jackson and family, — and was the medical adviser, and 
esteemed friend of the President. He was married, in 
1824, to Anna Sheldon, of Kalamazoo County; and, from 
this date, his interests became identified with the State 
of Michigan. They had one son and one daiighler, 
who still survive. His wife having died during the 
summer of 1864, he was married, on the 26tb of June. 
1867, to Mrs. Emily L. Backus, a granddaughter of 
Colonel Nathaniel Rochester, of Virginia, wlio was the 
founder of the city of Rochester, New York. They had 
one son, — Sidney Rochester, — who died when only five 
months old. Upon the adoption of the State Constitu- 
tion in 1836, Doctor Pitcher was appointed Regent of 
the State University, and held the office ci^ntinuously 
for fifteen years, during which time the university was 
organized, and the medical department, through his 
efforts, established on a firm basis. In 1S39 he served 
as a member of the Board of Visitors, at We-t Point. 
He held the office of Mayor of Detroit in 1S40, and 
again in 1841, and 1843. ^^ ^"^'^^ mainly through his 
efforts, while occupying this position, that the enact- 
ment was obtained, authorizing the establishment of the 
public school system in the city of Detroit. From 184S 
to 1867, he performed the duties of physician at St. 
Mary's Hospital, and also of surgeon of the United 
States Marine Hospital, at Detroit. In 1859 he was 
appointed Examiner of the Mint, by President Buchanan. 
At the time of his resignation from the army, he stood 
within three numbers of the head of the list of surgeons. 
Doctor Pitcher was elected President of the American 
Association, and contributed regularly to the medical 
journals; particularly to the Peninsula Journal, of which 
he was, for many years, an editor. He received gratify- 
ing tokens of respect and esteem from liis friends in 
other States, by his election as honorary member of 
their leading academies of science, and medical socie- 
ties. He was always deeply interested in the natural 
sciences; an earnest botanist; ami well verse«l in the 
habits of animals. In 1S40, by his agency, AuJubon's 



magnificent book was added to the uuiversily library, 
with much of the botanic lore which has proved the 
nucleus of that branch of science in the institution. As 
a practicing physician, his characteristics were acute- 
ness in diagnosis, with nice discrimination as to the 
condition and circumstances of the patient, and a clear, 
philosophical habit of mind in judging and applying 
remedies. Although educated in the old school views, 
and being a close student of his profession, he was not 
given to experimenting with new remedial agents; never 
using them when old and trie<l means were followed by 
satisfactory results. He was equally conservative in 
surgery, for which he always exhibited a special apt- 
ness. Though a bold operator, he never used the knife 
unles.-* convinced that it was the only means of prolong- 
ing life, or preserving an important member. Trained 
from early youth in the school of adversity, his sympa- 
thies in later years were drawn out towards those to 
whom fortune was more sparing with her favors. His 
ever friendly smile was even more kind, and genial to 
those in straitened circumstances. In his practice, it 
was his wont to extend professional services to the poor 
and friendless, from whom no compensation could be 
exj>ected, often giving them the preference over the 
rich and influential. Kven during the last few months 
that he was able to be out, at the expense of much 
j)hysical suffering, he would make occasional visits of 
thi> kind; frequently going long distances from home, 
while he felt at liberty to decline responding to calls 
which would have been remunerative. It was the sjiirit 
of II im who was the great friend of the poor, that in- 
spired the daily life of this noble man. When reminded 
that bills for such services were never paid, he would 
j)romplly answer, "That is a mistake; they are always 
j)aid, and by the best of pay-masters, the Lord himself." 
His religion was not paraded before the eyes of nien, 
like that of the Pharisee, but the record of his daily 
life proved its depth and sincerity. His health bei^an 
to fail about a year previous to his tlrath, and the ch)sing 
days of his life were attended with the greatest physical 
sufl'ering, which was borne with rem; rkable heroism. 
Satisfied that medical science might be advanced, and 
humanity benefited, by an investigation of the cause 
and working of the disease which had marked him for 
its victim, he re([ucstcd his medical attendants, who were 
old and cherished friends, to make a post-viorttfu exam- 
ination of his remains. From this brief sunmiary, it 
will be seen that Doctor Pitcher was inlrinsicallv a broad 
man. His integrity, pr(d)ity, and faithfulness to every 
obligation, were proverbial. In social life he was ever 
the courter)us gentleman; in religion, charitable to the 
views of others. Having served faithfully his genera- 
tion, he has left to society, not only the fruits of his 
good works, as the result of his intelligent foresight 
and indefatigable energy, but also the bright and shining 
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example of an earnest, Christian life. In closing this 
sketch with a record of Doctor Pitcher's death, which 
occurred April 5, 1S72, at the advanced age of seventy- 
live years, it can truthfully be said of him, — 

** Here was a man 
Fashioned to much honor from the cradle; 
He was a scliolar, and a ripe and ^(hhI one : 
Kxccedin>5 wise, fair-spoken, and p<-r«uading^. 
1-ofly and stern to them that loved him not. 
Hut, to those who sought him, sweet as summer 
And, to add greater honors to his age than man 
Could give him, he died fearing God/* 
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he agreed to do only to please his father, as he ima^'ned 
he had no taste for such a profession, and was desirous 
to engage in mercantile pursuits, fully intending to do 
so at the end of a year. Entering the law office of 
Hackus Si Harbaugh in 1856, he devoted himself earn- 
estly to the study of law, iu which he soon became 
deeply interested. He decided to engage in it as a life 
profession; and, being admitted to the bar in August, 
1858, immediately began practice, which he has continued 
up to the present time, having acquired a large and 
lucrative business. In November, 1858, he was elected 
to the office of Circuit Court Commissioner for Wayne 
County, to serve two years, from January i, 1859. In 
1S62 he was again elected, and was re-elected in 1864 
'RENTIS, GEORGE HOUSE, Lawyer, of Detroit, <*> the same office, having held it, in all, six years. 
\: was born April 28, 1837, in the township of La ' ^ his is the only elective office he has ever occupied, 
Salle, Monroe County, Michij^an. His niotlur, 'having chosen to devote his lime and attention to his 
V\ Rebecca M. (iager, was born in New London ' profosjon, rather than to seek political honors. He 
County, ('onnecticut, in iSoo; was married in 1S17; h.is always acted with the Democratic party, and has 
and died in 1844. She linishrd her iduc.iiion with Mrs. •^t^«-'» ^t limes actively engaged in the politics of the 
Lydia 11. Sigourney, bctwi-cn whom ami hcr-clf there ' ^i'^^«-"- ^^*^ ^^ •'^^ married, May 16, 1S66, to Lavina C. 
existed a life-long and intimate frii-ncl>hip. IIi> father, Grilfin. of Cuba, New York, whose father, born in Vcr- 
Eben rrenlis, wa.s a farnur. He \\a> the ^un «f ll-en ' niont, in 1794, «)f Revolutionary ancestors, was one of 
Trenlis, a Captain in the Revulutionary army, who died ih^* oldest residents of Alleghany County, New York, 
in Richmond, Yirginia, alxuit the year ij[)\), having and died there in September, 1877, *" ^he eighty-fourth 
removed thither from New London, Conneciicut, after year of hi^. aj;w. Mr. I'rentis has been a laborious 
the close of the ReNolutionary W ar. At liis death, he ' student. i> an em rgelic and successful lawyer, and has 
left three small chiivlren, — Kli/a, I'^hen, and lohn. l:iken a hij;h rank among his professional brethren of 
His wife was Eli/abelh Sha|)lev. Her mother bein*' a ihi-' Detroit l>ar. 
widow, antl having lost all her jiroperly by the ])urnin;:,' 
of her house in New London, at the invasion of Arnoli. 
engaged in teaching to support herself and dauj;hter. 
She ha<l received an excellent education, and acquired 
a high reputation as a teacher, having instructed a clas> 
of young men in various subjects, among which was the 
science of navigation. Her maiden name was Harris, 
and her family settled in New L«jndon as early as 165 1. 
Her brother-in-law, Captain Adam Shapley, was the 
only male mend)er of the family. He commanded a 
ct)mj>any of militia at the invasion t)( New London, 
and, while assisting in tlie defense at Lort (iriswold, in 
September, 1 781, received wi)uiuls from wliich he died, 
in February, 17S2. His name is inscril>ed on C'roton 
Monument, which was erecled in memory of those who 
perished in the defense of New London, (jeorge H. 
I'rentis, the sul)ject of this sketch, removed with his 
parents to Detroit in 1843, received his elementary edu- 
cation in the ])ul)lic schools of that city, and prepared '. 




RL.^roN, DAVID, Banker, of Detroit, Michigan. 
wa> born in Harmony, Chautauqua County, New 
York, September 20, 1826. His father, Rev. 
David Preston, was a Methodist minister, who, 
for thirty years, was a member of the Erie Conference, 
lie died at East Conneaut, Ohio, in August, 1855.. David 
IVeston, having received a liberal education at the public 
schools, taught four years in Chautauqua County, New 
York; and, in the fall of 1848, entered the banking 
office of G. F. Lewis, of Detroit. After four years of 
service and discipline in this capacity, in May, 1852, he 
commenced business for himself, as a banker, in Detroit. 
Two years later, he opened a banking office in Chicago, 
in which he has been interested most of the time since. 
He is at present senior member of the banking firm of 



under a private tutor to enter the S<^j»homore < "la-s of I Treston, Kean tS: Co., of Chicago, and conducts a simi« 
the University of Michigan. .About a monlli before lar bu^ine>^s in Detroit. From his youth, he has been a 
the commencement of the term, not desiring to take a ' member and anient supporter of the Methodist Epi>ct> 
coile;4iaie course, which hi-, father ha<i planned for him, pal Church. He took a leading part in the erection of 
he induced the latter to allow him lo abandon it. His the Central Methodist Episcopal Church, of Detroit, one 
father conscnteii only on condition tliat he would enter ■ of the largest and nu>st exj)ensive in the State. He also 
u law otilce, and study law for at least one year. This • bought the site, and assumed the whole responsibility of 
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raising funds to build the Simpson Methodist Episcopal 
Church, in Detroit. lie has, besides, given largely of 
his means to aid other religious and charitable enter- 
prises; his contributions to such objects, since 1864, 
amounting to nearly one hundred thousand dollars. Mr. 
Preston's efficient labors in behalf of Albion College, 
located at Albion, Michigan, have secured a large addi- 
tional endowment fund to that institution. In the year 
1870, he notified its trustees that he would be respon- 
sible for the rai!>ing of sixty thousand dollars, in small 
sums, from the people, if they would secure fifty thou- 
sand dollars from not more than fifty men in the Stale. 
The trustees obtained the required amount by the aid 
of five thousand dollars from Mr. Preston; and, in 1872, 
he issued circulars and raised twenty-three thousand 
dollars from volunteer subscriptions. In June, 1873, he 
took the field in person, visited various sections of the 
State, held meetings, and secured subscriptions in fur- 
therance of the object ; and, in September of that year, 
paid over to the trustees sixty thousand dollars toward 
the endowment fund of that college. One week later, 
the financial i)anic of 1873 trame on, and Mr. Preston 
was obliged, on account of the unusual demand for 
currency, to close his bank from the 25th to the 27lh 
of September. Upon closing, he publislied a circular 
stating the amount and character of his assets, assuring 
his creditors that, with these assets in his own hands, 
and under his own management, he could pay every 
dollar the bank owed, and have a surplus of a quarter 
of a million. Upon re-opening, with tlie assistance of 
his efficient partner, he soon made good this statement. 
By December 15, 1873, the bank had paid six hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars of its liabilities, and an- 
nounced its ability to pay all other indebtedness on 
demand. None of the customers of the bank lost a 
dollar, nor did it sacrifice one dollar on any of its bills 
discounted. Except three or four, during its two days 
of suspension, none of its checks were dishonored. Mr. 
Preston served two years as a member of the Common 
Council of Detroit, — the only public office he has ever 
held. Politically, he has always voted and sympathized 
with the Republican party. He was married, May 5, 
1852, to Jane B. Hawk, of Conneaut, Ohio. They have 
seven children living. 




iOND, ASHLEY, Detroit, one of the most eminent 
\f. and successful lawyers of Michigan, graduated 
from Ann Arbor Univcrsilv. an«l was aflerwaids 
V«5 Professor in tlic law department, for several years. 
After his removal to Detroit, he formed a law partner- 
ship with John S. Newberry; and, subsequently, with 
H. B. Brown. After Mr. Brown was appointed District 
Judge, this partnership ceased; and Mr. Pond h.is since 



practiced alone, his business being one of the largest 
and most successful in the State. He has never sought 
political preferment; but, in 1873, ^^ was appointed, by 
Governor Bagley, a member of the Constitutional Com- 
mission of eighteen. He was one of two from the First 
Congressional District. 



J|_Pur.FORD, JOHN, of Detroit, Michigan, Colonel 
^'ji^ United States Army, and Brevet Brigadier-Gen- 
T^'" cral, was born in New York City, July 4, 1837. 
^ "5 He is the seventh .son of Edward and Sarah 
Lloyd (Avis) Pulford ; the former a native of Norwich, 
and the latter of Bristol, England. They emigrated to 
New York City in 1833. I^ '^3^ ^^^^Y removed to Essex 
County, Ontario, where they engaged in farming. The 
subject of this sketch received the educational advan- 
tages afforded by the public schools. When thirteen 
years of age, he went to Detroit, Michigan, and soon 
after began sailing on the lakes in the summer, and in 
the winter devoting his time to reading law. In 1854 
he became proprietor of a hotel in Detroit, and contin- 
ued in this business until 1 861. Upon the breaking out 
of the civil war, he and Edward T. Sherlock organized 
a military company, and tendered their services to the 
General Government. Mr, Pulford was soon after ap- 
pointed First Lieutenant in the 5th Michigan Volunteer 
hifantry. He entered ui>on service, June 19, 1S61, in a 
cam J) of instruction at Fort Wayne, Michigan, where he 
remained, drilling; recruits and performing duties inci- 
tlent to camp life, until September 1 1. He was then 
onlered, with his regiment, to the front. During the 
fall and winter, he aided in the construction of Forts 
Richardson and Lyon, and in the defenses of Washing- 
ton south of the Potomac. In March, 1S62, he left 
with the Army of the Potomac for Fortress Monroe, 
Virginia, doing camp and picket duty in front of Hamp- 
ton. In April, 1862, he moved with his comjiany and 
regiment to Yorktown, and a^si.sted in the construction 
of earth-works preparatory to laying siege to the place. 
While here he performed important ])icket duty. At 
Williamsburg, Virginia, May 5, he i)articipated .with his 
regiment in a charge on the enemy at the point of the 
bayonet, and captured the works and a number of pris- 
oners. In this charge, over three hundred Confederates 
were killed by the bayonet in front of his regiment. 
Soon after this engagement, he was promoted to a Cap- 
taincy. He took part in the battle of Fair Oaks, his 
comj)any acting as skirmishers, an<l losing heavily. He 
was also engaged in all the movements of the Army of 
the Potomac in the seven days' fight before Richmond, 
including I'each Orchard, Charles City, Cross Roads, 
and Malvern Hill. When he went into action on the 
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morning of July I, he wa*; struck by a partially «;pent 
cannon-ball, which fractured his co!lar-i>une an«l broke 
his jaw. He was left on the baltle-fieUl for dead, cap- 
tured by the enemy, and taken to Richmond, where he 
was kept prisoner for eij^hleen days, and then exchanged 
and taken to the hospital at lialiiniore. After ten weeks 
spent in the hospital, he was so far recovered as to be 
able to return to duty. His friends had procured a de- 
tail for him on the recniiing serxice; !)ut he refused to 
listen to any i)roposition which woi;ld take him away 
from his command and active field dutv. On the nth 
of December, he was in the battle of Eredericksburj;, 
remaining on the battle-field until the l6th. His com- 
pany and regiment suffered se\erely duiin^ this eiij^aL^e- 
nient. The regimental com-nand-'r having been killed, 
Captain Pulford — allhoui^h one <jf the jiini«>r (aj)- 
tains — was soon after ajijoiiUed Major. He t«»..k part 
in what is knr)wn as Hurn^itle's mud march; aU » in the 
iJattle of the Cedars, May 2, i^(\], in \\hi(li he a-■>i>^le<i 
in the capture of the 2 ^d (Ie<-iL;ia hifantiv: anil in the 
brilliant night charge when Stonew.ill jack -on was 
killed. This was one of the shi)rte«.t and ri->^-t terrific 
encounters of the war, as the ( har^e wa-nia-le lo le oj.en 
communication with the army fr-'ui \\lii».li ilu- 'Ihiid 
Corps had been cut off late in the e\eninL;. I he mxl 
day, he was enga«;ed in the i)a!l!e of ( hanccllorsville, 
where Lieutenant-(\)lonel K. T. Sherlock wa> kille<l, ' 
after which Major I'ulfoifl a^->umed command of the ! 
regiment, althougli suffering severely fr«.'m a wound he 
had received. The ofhcers of his re«;iment petitioned 
the Cfovernor to appoint him Lieutenant-Coli^nel of the 
regiment, which was complied with, hi> conunis-^ion 
dating from May 3, 1863. He wa-^ engaged, with his 
command, in several skirmishes with the enemy on the 
march to Cjettysburg, and ojKMied the engagement at 
that place in front of the First Division, Third (\»rps. 
They fought as heavy infantry in almost a han<l-to-hand | 
conflict, in which Colonel Pulford was severely wounded . 
in the lhij;h, and slightly in the right hand. His horse! 
w a-, killeil, but the Colonel did not leave the Held nor his 
cmnniand. Of the ft>urteen officers of his regiment 
l)resent, eleven were either killeil or wounded in this 
battle. The brigade commander, in his re|)ort of this 
engagement, says: "The unflinching bravery of the 
5ih Michij;an, which sustained a loss of more than one- 
half of its members without yielding a foot of ground; 
deserves to be esjH'cially commended.'* Colonel Pulford 
participated in the battle at Wapping Heights, and his 
rciment acted as flankers and skirmishers during the 
march from (ieltvsburg to White Suli)hur Sprinj^s. On 
the l(i{\\ of August, iSoj, he went, in command of his 
regiment, to New York ("ity, as a guard against threat- 
ened resistance to the draft ; tlience to Troy, New York, 
for the same purpose; and returned to the Army of the 
Potomac, September iS, 1863. He was in command 



through the actions at Auburn Heights, Kelly's Ford, 
Locust Grove, and Mine Run. His regiment having 
re-enlisted as a veteran organization. Colonel Pulford 
took it to Detroit, where a public reception was given 
them. They returned to the Army of the Potomac on 
the 19th of February, 1864, Colonel Pulford commaml- 
ing in all the actions and movements of that array, in- 
cluding the battle of the Wilderness, in which he wa.s 
severely wounded, his back being broken and both his 
arms partially disabled. June 10, 1864, he was ap- 
pointed Colonel of the 5th Michigan Veteran Volunteer 
Infantry, Colonel Beach having been mustered out of 
service on account of having l>een absent from duty two 
years by reason of wounds received. The 3d Michigan 
Infantry Volunteers having been consolidated with the 
5th Michigan Infantry, Colonel Pulford commanded 
the regiment in the siege of Petersburg, from June 27, 
1 804. to April 3, 1S65. During the greater portion of 
the time, he was in command of Fort Davis, having, as 
a garrison, the $th Michigan Infantry, the Isl Regi- 
ment of United States Sharp-shooters, (the Michigan 
men of the 2d Regiment United States Sharp-shooters 
having been consolidated with this regiment), the 105th 
Tennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, and a New York Bat- 
tery. He was general officer of the day for the Second 
(.'orps at the engagement at Deep Bottom, Virginia; he 
was engaged at Petersburg, July 30, commanding the 
Secoii'l Ihigade, Third Division, Second Corps; he com- 
ma:ule<l IJirney's Division of the Tenth Corps, for a 
short time, at the battle of Strawberry Plains, Vir- 
ginia; t!ie 5th Michii^an Infantry, at the battle of Pop- 
lar Springs C hurch ; the first line of battle of the Second 
Brigade, Third Division, Second Corps, at Boydtown, 
(October 27, 1864, where he was wounded in the right 
knee; at Hatcher's Run, on March 25, 1865, he com- 
mande<l the 5th Michigan, together with the 1st Massa- 
chusetts Heavy Artillery; and the 5th Michigan Infantry, 
at Sailor's Creek and New Store, Virginia. He was 
general officer of the day for the Third Division, Second 
Corps, at the surrender of the insurgent armies at Ajv 
pomattox Court House, April 9, 1865. I" J""<^» of the 
same year, he was appointed by the President, Brigadier- 
General of United States Volunteers, by brevet, to rank 
as such from the 30th of March, 1S65, "for gallantry in 
action and efficiency in the line of duty." After the 
general review of the armies of the United States at 
Washington, he j^roceeded, in command of the 5th 
Michigan Infantry and several other Western regiments, 
to Louisville, Kentucky, and commanded the First Bri- 
gade, provisional divisii)n. Army of the Tennessee, at 
JefVersonville, Imliana. The 5th Michigan Regiment 
having been mustered out of service July 5, 1865, he 
took it to Detroit, Michigan, where it was disbanded on 
the 17th. Colonel Pulford returned to private life; and, 
in October, 1S65, he was admitted to the bar, entering 



REPRESENTATIVK MEN OF MICIUCJAX. 



"7 



ftt once upon the practice of his profession. lie had, 
however, acquired a strong taste for military life, and 
having applied for a commission in the regular army, 
was appointed Second, and afterwards First, Lieutenant, 
19th United States Infantry, on the 23d of February, 
1866, being assigned to the command of Company G, 
third battalion, of that regiment. He was stationed at 
Newport barracks, Kentucky, on the 28lh of April. He 
was in command of his company en rouie to and at 
Little Rock, Arkansas, until August 3, and was soon 
after assigned to the command of the post at Duvall's 
Bluff, Arkansas. On the 21st of September, he was 
transferred to the 37th United States Infantry, stationed 
at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, and engaged in General 
Hancock^s expedition against hostile Indians. April 
27, 1867, he acted as Adjutant of the post at Fort Lyon, 
commanding a detachment of troops who were guar<liiig 
the United States mail route from Indians, between 
Forts I^yon and Aubrey, Kansas. He was Quarter- 
master, a Commissary of Sub>isience and Di>bursing 
Officer from November i, 1867, until May 31, 1869. He 
was awaiting orders, and on reconstruction duty in Mis- 
sissippi, until December 13, 1869; on recruiting duty at 
Newport barracks, and at Atlanta, Georgia; and await- 
ing orders until December 15, 1870. He was retired on 
the rank of Colonel, United States army, under Section 
32, of the act of Congress, approved July 28, 1S66, on 
a record of six wounds received in action ; and wa^ 
reduced to Lieutenant-ColAnel, United States army, 
retired, under the act of March 3, 1875. In 1S73 he 
was appointed, by Governor IJagley, as Judge- Advocate 
of the State of Michigan. IJy special act of Congress, 
in 1877, ^c was restored to the rank of Colonel, Unitoil 
States Army, retired. 



RHELPS, HON. WILLIAM. Detroit, Michigan, was 
JJS born November 19, 181 6, at Sherwood, in Sci]>io, 
j|^ Cayuga County, New York. His parents were 
^*^ Ralph Phelps and Hester Ann Decker. The gene- 
alogical record of the family dates back to the (jueiphs, 
in Wales; and, in America, to William and George Phclj)s, 
who landed at Boston in 1630. William Phelps settled 
in Windsor, Connecticut, while (ieorge remained in 
Massachusetts. It is supposed that the greater number, 
if not all, of the Phelps families in this country are 
descended from these two brothers. The mother of 
Hon. William Phelps, was born near Troy, New ^'ork. 
Her ancestors came from Holland, and belonged to that 
class of honest, industrious people known as *♦ Mohawk 
Dutch." His father went from Windsor, Connecticut, 
when very young, and made his home in Scipio, New 
Vork. He was an officer in the regiment raised in his 



county, and took part in the War of 181 2, on the Niag- 
ara frontier, under General .Schuyler, — being present at 
Qucenstown and other battles. He imparted to his son 
a strong love for military life; and, under his training, 
the boy became proficient in the broad-sword exercise, 
and thoroughly drilled in the manual of arms. When 
twelve years of age, Mr. Phelps was appointed Captain 
of a company of cadets. He acquired his education in 
the district schools of Scipio, wiih the exception of one 
term sj)ent at the Aurora Acailemy. When school was 
not in session, he worked on his father's farm, and 
gained habits of industry and usefulness that have fol- 
lowed him thus far in life. He became the teacher of 
the same school in which he was a pupil; many of his 
classmates and pupils have since become eminent and 
useful members of society. When he was sixteen years 
of age, his father died, leaving him, the eldest of four 
.>ons, to manage the farm. It was soon sold, and he 
then became Deputy Postmaster, and clerk for a mer- 
chant in his native village. He was afterwards employed 
as clerk in a general store, by an excellent Quaker firm, 
in the same place, at a salary of three and a half dollars 
per month and board. He attended to all kinds of 
work in their store and on their farm ; he bought, sold, 
j>acke(l, and shipj)ed pork, wool, and grain; he looked 
after the interest of their canal-boat and stage lines; 
and thus gained an insight into various kinds of busi- 
ness. With the aid of his f<jrmer employers, he obtained 
a clcrkihij) at La\anna, New York, at ten dollars per 
month and board. He i)erformed the duties of Deputy 
Postmaster; salesman and general manager of a new 
store; and Ix^uk-keeper for a warehouse, lumber-yard, 
two mechanic's shops, shipyard, canal-boats, and a large 
farm. This he found too re>ponsihle a j)osilion, and 
more than his health and strength could endure. His 
employer offered an increase of salary as an inducement 
to remain, but he was determined to resign. In 1835, 
by the advice of his former employers, and with their 
best recommendations, he came to Detroit, Michigan, 
where he arrived in August of the same year. He soon 
found employment in a whcdesale grocery house, at a 
salary of fifteen dollars a month and board. He con- 
tinued in this e-^tahlishment until advised by his uncle — a 
resilient of Detroit since 1S18 — to open a store with his 
bi other Ralph, on Woodward avenue, near the corner 
of Jefferson avenue. This was the first store north of 
Jefierson avenue in the city. The building belonged to 
their uncle, who afterwards gave it to them. They 
conmienced business there in June, 1S36; in 1838 the 
building was destroyed by lire. The tir^t stock of goods 
invoiced about eighty dollars, boides a stula fountain 
and ai)paratus, which was the only one in the city. 
Their stock consisted of groceries, fruits, and confec- 
tioneries, — all they wished to take at that time. By 
strict attention to business, they were soon enabled to 
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build up a large ami flourisning trade, which has con- 
tinued to increase. Kalj^h Phelps retired in 1840, and 
Mr. I'helps has associated other partners with him in 
business. At present, the wholesale grocery house of 
Phelps & Prace (owned by ihein) ranks among the 
largest and most successful in Detroit. In i860 Mr. 
Phelps was electe«l to the Legislature, and served during 
one regular and two special sessions. In 1S61 and 1SO2, 
at the time of the breaking out of the civil war, he oc- 
cupied the position of Chairman of tlie (ommiltee on 
Supplies and Kx[>en<lilures, and was also the leading 
member of the Military Ciimmitlee. Feeling the neces- 
sity of some military law, lie succeedeil, after the defeat 
of two bills, in securing the passage of the only military 
law of the State, under which the first regiments of 
Michigan troops were organized, and sent into the iicld 
in 1801. He also assisted in raiding, ecpiipping, and 
sustaining them; visiud tlieir camps at Washington, 
Alexandiia, and Fort Fyon ; can i«.d siipjilies to them; 
and remitted their money to their friends. In the 
sjning of 1862, he wa>. appointed, l»y Pic^iilenl Lincoln, 
Allotment Commissioner l(>r the Slate of Micliigan, — 
the State, by law, j)aying tiaM-hug c\i)ensc--, but no 
salary. Mr. Pheli)s w a-^ the onl\ (;nc of the three a[)- 
pointed who was with tlu- tic.(.p> at the front. He 
commenced active service with them, ami was j>resent 



Lamed, Paymaster-General of the United States army; 
and was highly complimented as having reported the 
best rolls and largest allotments, in proportion to the 
troops, of any commissioner. After re- visiting the 
troops at Harrison's Landing, he returned to Detroit in 
time to take the allotments of the 20th Regiment, an<l 
assist in recruiting the 24lh Regiment, and taking their 
allotments. This occupied the summer and a ]>ortion 
of the fall, after which he visited the 9th Michigan 
Infantr)', Colonel Duffield*s, at Elizabeihtown, Ken- 
tucky; and the soldiers in the army of General Buell, at 
Munfordsville, Kentucky, where the Michigan engineers 
and mechanics had just rebuilt the bridge across Green 
River. During the winter of 1862-63, he returned to 
Washington, and took charge of a large quantity of 
sanitary supplies sent down the Potomac to Belleplain, 
Falmouth, and the stations between Fredericksburg and 
Aquia Creek. He visited each regiment in the vicinity, 
and transacted business for the soldiers. In March, 
1S03, he wa> appointed, by President Lincoln, Paymaster 
in the United Stales army, with the rank of Major; he 
wa-. ordered to report to Major William Allen, at Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, and then to proceed to Triune, Ten- 
nessee, — with part of the famous 1st Tennessee Cavalry 
for guard and escort, — to pay the signal corps and troops 
un<ler Major-( ieneral Schoheld. After paying the Mis- 



during the siege and e\acuation ol \'oiklown, Virginia, souri cavalry in Nashville, he returned to head-quarters 
taking their allotments of p.iy, and the money and at Louis\,lle. In August he was summoned as witness 



valuables of several Michigan regiments, to transmit to 
their families and friends, .\fter the battle of Williaius- 
Durg, he went to Washington to tran-Naet the business 



in a court-mai tial. by General Rosecrans, commanding 
the Army of the Cuml>erland. He reported to him at 
Stevenson, Alabama, from which place he was ordered 



of his commission, and thence to Michigan to deliver to Bridgeport; and from there to Battle Creek, and 

ihc money and valuables in lii^ [)osscssion, which came across the Tennessee River, to take quarters with CoKv 

to the relief of many a needy family in the Stale. He nel IC. W. Phelps, of the 38th Ohio, until the army 

then returned with a large number of articles sent by hailed long enough for the court-martial. They were 



friends to the soldiers before Richmond, and rejoined 
them at Fair Oaks battle-groun<l and While Oak swamps. 
He then visited all the Michigan troo[)s on both sides 



then in j)ursuit of General Bragg, who had evacuated 
Chattanooga. The Lieutenant-Colonel of the regiment 
being at home recruiting, Major Phelps was installed in 



of the Chickahominy River, and took allotments, — wit- j his place, by direction of the Colonel, and participated 



ncssing the battles of Seven Pines and (Jaines' Mills. 
The next day, he had an ofticial interview with the 
staffs of (jenerals McClellan, Sedgwick, and Heinlzel- 
man, at Savage Station. That night, he remained 
with the troop.-i when they fell i)ack towards the James 
River; and, on the second night, he reachetl Carter's 
Landing, and the gunboat *'Slej)ping Stone>," with all 
the money of the 7th Michigan Infantry, and all the 
money and valuables he could carry belunging to (jther 
regiments. The next day, on the same boat, he startcil, 
with six hundred and f«>rty soKlieis wounded in the 
battles of Seven Pines ami (iaiiies' MilU, for I'ortress 
Monroe, where he delivered them over to the surgeons. 
He then proceeded It) Washington, where, having sent 
otV by exjire.-NS the money and Naluable^ intrusted to his 
care, he handed in his allotment rolls to (ieneral Frank 



in the march over Sand, Racoon, and Lookout moun- 
tains to Pigeon Mountain, — witnessing its battle. He 
also took part in the battle of Chickamauga, as they 
tell back into Chattanooga, where the 38th Ohio was in 
command for many days on the north side of the river. 
Several members of the court having been killed and 
disabled in the battle of Chickamauga, it was dissolved; 
and Major Phelps returned to Louisville, after an ab- 
sence of several weeks. In October of the same year, 
he relumed to Chattanooga to assist in paying the Army 
of the Cumberland, under General Thomas, then sur- 
rounded on that side of the river by General Bragg's 
lrooj)s, occupying Lookout Mountain below and Mission 
Ridge to the Tennessee River above. There was no 
chance of suj)ply but over a pontoon bridge across the 
river, or over the precipitous Cumberland Mountains to 
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Stevenson, Alabama, sixty-four miles away. After pay- 
ments to the troops in Chattanooga, he was ordered to 
remain, and pay General Sherman's Army of the Missis- 
sippi, which was on its way to relieve Chattanooga and 
Knoxville. This was accomplished after the battles of 
Lookout Mountain and Mission Ridge, in both of which 
Major Phelps took part as a volunteer. On Mission 
Ridge, he assisted in refitting captured guns and turn- 
ing them upon their late owners, and performed other 
services. After the return of General Sherman's troops 
from Knoxville, Major Phelps assisted in paying them, 
at Bridgeport, Alabama, closing December 24, 1863; 
and returned to Louisville after three months' hard 
service. In 1864 he made payments at Louisville, Nash- 
ville, Decatur, Mouresville, Athens, Alabama, and other 
points along the railroad, where troops were stationed to 
guard the bridges and roads to Nashville. Returning to 
the latter place, he visited General .Sherman on a special 
mission before Atlanta, Georgia; and, at his reciucst, for- 
warded the Paymasters of the Cincinnati de])ai tnicnt at 
Nashville, and all others having money, to pay his troops 
before his attack on Atlanta. As soon as money could be 
obtained. Major Phelps started wiih the pay dej)artment. 
and made payments at Chattanooga, Ringgold, Rome, 
Kingston, and Atlanta, to Sherman's troops as they started 
for the sea. He left Atlanta on the last train going 
north, prior to the destruction of the city by fire. In 
March, 186$, he was promoted, by President Johnson, 
to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, United Statt's army, 
for "gallant and meritorious services during the war." 
Having visited Washington to pay Cjeneral Sherman's 
troops after their return from Savannah, Georgia, he 
returned to Louisville, and assisted in paying all tlx; 
troops there, before they were sent to their own Stales 
to be mustered out of service. As the war was vir- 
tually ended, and there was nothing more to do, at 
his own request, on July 31, 1S65, he was honorably 
mustered out of service. He enjoyed the especial con- 
fidence and respect of the chiefs of the pay depart- 
ment, of his associates, and of the ofticcrs and soldiers 
whom he met in oflicial duty. Positions as local Pay- 
master at l^ouisville, Nashville, New Orleans, and other 
important posts, were olVered him; but he resi)eclfiilly 
declined them, preferring active service with the soldiers 
in the field. He disbursed many millions of dollars to 
the soldiers, and received testimoniaK of their kind 
regard. By great good fortune, all money and valua- 
bles he remitted fur soldiers reached their destinations 
satisfactorily. During the session of the Legislature 
in 1867, General B. M. Cutcheon, Colonel Phelps, and 
George H. French were appointed, by Governor Crapo, a 
Soldiers' Permanent Home Commission, to ascertain the 
condition of the returned soldiers of the State, and to 
report the best means for the relief of those in want of 
help and comfortable support. At the request of Mr. 
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French, General Cutcheon and Colonel Phelps pver- 
formed the duties of the commission, — the General as 
Chairman, and the Colonel as Secretary. Nearly two 
years were devoted to the work of the commission with- 
out compensation, except traveling expenses. Corre- 
spondence was held with every Supervisor in the State, 
and other persons having knowledge of the condition 
of returned soldiers, and also with the authorities of 
all the States, as to their action for the relief of their 
soldiers. The Soldiers' National Homes at Dayton, 
Ohio, and Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and the State Soldiers' 
Homes in Indiana and Illinois, were twice personally 
visited. Every possible information was gained, and 
voluminous reports made by the two acting commis- 
sioners to (jovernor Craj)o and the Legislature of 1869. 
Resolutions of thanks were passed by the Legislature 
for the full and able reports of the commissioners; these 
lesolulions were enrolled on parchment, and presented 
to the commi'.sioners, and are now in their possession. 
Governr)r Crapo aKo gave expression of his gratitude 
for their services. In May, 1867, Governor Crapo ap- 
pointed Colonel Phelps aid-de-camp on his military 
start", with the rank of Colonel of .Michigan troops. 
Mr. Phelps has been for many years an honorary mem- 
ber of the Detroit Li;;ht Guard, — the oldest military 
organization in the Stale. — and for over two years an 
active member of the Poard of Directors of the Pelonge 
Corps of Detroit ("adet>. He is Vice-President, and 
has been Treasurer, <^f the Michigan Soldiers' and Sail- 
ors' Association. He held the position of Alderman of 
the Fifth NVartl in Detroit two terms, or four years, 
luddiuLj responsible places as chairman and member of 
its most imj^ortant c«)mmittecs, and devoting a large 
amount of time and labor for the public benefit. He 
united with the Odd-l'ellows early in their organization 
in Detroit: passed successively through all the oftices ; 
and then became a member of the Masonic Fraternity. 
As he could not successfully attend both, he severed 
his connection with the Odd-Fellows, and became a 
Knight Temjilar of Detroit ('ommandery. No. I, where 
his military tastes were more fully gratilie<l. He assisted 
in introducing the ortler of the Sons of lVmi>erance into 
the State, and held its highest oftices for many years. 
He took part in the formalion of the Republican party 
at Iack>.on. MichiL;an, in 1S54, and has been an active 
member ever since. He was a member of the Union 
L( ague in Delr«:»it, MichiL;an, and Louisville, Kentucky, 
iluring the late war. He has al>o been Post-Comman- 
dant, and Adjutant-General of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, introducing the order into the State of Mich- 
igan by his personal effort. He has been an active 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church since Au- 
gust, 1S36, and Superintendent of Sabbath-schools for 
over twenty-five years. He has also been class-leader, 
steward, trustee, and local preacher in the church. 
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At the present time, Mr. I^helps is trustee of several 
churches an<i religious orjjanizalions, and is an ordained 
local preacher, and Vice -President of the National Asso- 
ciation of Local Preachers. He married, December 
20, 1838, Miss Jane Love, who died October 26, 1841. 
September 8, 1844, he married Miss Deborah E. Maine, 
of Mainesburg, Pennsylvania, who died October 14, 
1855, leaving four children, the youngest of whom died 
January i, 1859. lie married Miss Calphurnia lUanch- 
ard, at Lawrence, Pennsylvania, December 4, 1856. 
They have one son, making the number of his children 
four, — two daughters and two sons. The oldest three 
are married and comfortably settled; the youngest is 
still in school. By a life of industry and frugality, .Mr. 
Phelps has gained a comfortable fortune, and has been 
able to give his children a good education and a fair 
start in life. His patriotism lerl him to aid his country 
in her time of nee<l; and his active public spirit has 
instituted many enterprises for the benefit of society. 
Few persons commencing life with the same means have 
done more for the public good. 




^UIMHY, \VILLL\M K., Managing Editor, and 
^i I*rincipal Owner, of Detroit Free Pras. Almost 
any day, during business hours, that the curious 
'^* visitor is inclined to j)as<, down (iriswold street, 
Detroit, and ascend three lli^^hts of stairs of a four-storv 
brick building, situated on the north-wost corner of 
Griswold and Woodbridge streets, turning to the kft 
at the topmost landing, and passing tiirough two rooms 
of moderate dimensions, he will lind hinistlf on the 
threshold of a neatly furnished room, commanding a 
charming view of the Detroit River, anrl the pleasant 
little town of Windsor, on the Canadian shore. Gener- 
ally, on entering this apartment, the visitor will observe 
a gentleman seated at a table covered with manuscript 
and newspaper clippings, which seem to absorb his 
attention. At the first .sound of your footsteps, he will, 
perhaps, nervously raise his head, and give you a quick 
and searching glance from a pair of keen gray eyes. 
When he rises to take you by the hand, you will ob- 
serve that he is a blonde of medium height; clean 
shaven, all but an ample mustache; with aquiline fea- 
tures and a slender form, whose every nu)tion betokens a 
man alive with nervous energy, and one whose vocation 
has made severe draughts on his vital forces. That he 
is possessed of a sensitive and retiring temperament, you 
will readily observe; but, when the first words of coni- 
nu)n courtesy are spoken, you will perceive an unex- 
pected warmth of feeling; the shrinking reserve will 
vanish, and, before you are fairly aware of it, you are 
en rapport with a genial and scholarly gentleman, the 
controlling mind of a great news])aj)er, — William E. 



Quimby, manager of the Detroit Fret Prrss. Mr. 
Quimby was born in the town of Brewer, Maine, De- 
cember 14, 1835. When thirteen years of age, he accom- 
panied his parents to Detroit, Michigan, at which point 
his father, D. F. Quimby, established a monthly publi- 
cation, called the Literary Miscellany^ on which his son 
William served as an apprentice. In 1854 he entered 
the Michigan University, and graduated with the class 
of 1858. Deciding to adopt the profession of law, he 
was admitted to the bar in 1859. In 1861 Wilbur F. 
Storey, then publisher of the Free Press^ tendered him a 
temporary position on that paper, which he accepteil ; 
and his connection with the establishment has remained 
unbroken. In 1863 Hon. Henry N. W^alker, who had 
j)urchased the Free Press of Mr. Storey, made Mr. 
(^)uimby managing editor. In 1 872 Mr. W^alker retired 
from active participation in its publication, and Mr. 
Quimby was chosen general manager, which position he 
still holds. .Shortly after the accession of Mr. Walker 
to the proprietorship, Mr. Quimby purchased a one- 
quarter interest in the establishment; in 1872 he became 
possessed of another quarter; and, in January, 1875, 
became, by i>urchasc, its principal owner. During the 
period that the Free Press has been under his exclusive 
management, its influence and usefulness have rapidly 
increased, until it has not merely a provincial, but a 
national, and even a European, reputation. It circulates 
in e\ery State and Territory in the United States, and 
in nearly all of the Canadian provinces where the En- 
glish languajije is spoken. To have achieved such marked 
succe-'S, necessitates rare qualities as a journalist. The 
Inee I^ress of to-day is what his care, energy, and enter- 
piise have made it. Every department is under his 
general supervision; and nothing in the business, me- 
chanical or editorial, escapes his keen and practiced 
eye. -Mr. Quimby 's individuality permeates every fea- 
ture of the paper. If we were to analyze his merits as 
a journalist, we should say the predominant features are, 
directness of purpose; a careful eye for details; ready 
recognition of the value of news; literary tastes of a 
high order; almost infallible judgment in all matters 
on which he is called to pass; untiring industry; clear 
and rigid ideas of the mission of journalism as a public 
educator; and rare executive ability. 



JJUSSELL, FRANCIS GRANGER, Lawyer, of 
■: Detroit, was born in Green Oak Township, Liv- 
t; .^^ ingston County, Michigan, April 16, 1837. His 
father, William Sanderson Russell, was a native of Deer- 
lield, Massachusetts. His mother, Jane Althen (Knox) 
Granger, was born near Bennington, Vermont, and was 
a desceiulant of General Knox, of Revolutionary fame, 
and of Coinmodoic Perry. His parents were among the 
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early pioneers of Michigan. They $>ettled on a farm in 
Green Oak, in 1835, having traveled, with an ox-team, 
through Canada, from Riga, Monroe County, New York. 
His mother, a most excellent woman, died in 1850, 
leaving a family of five children, — two daughters and 
three sons. His father died in 1870. Francis G. Rus- 
sell received his preliminary education in the country 
district school, which he attended three months of each 
year. At the age of seventeen, he entered the State 
Normal School at Ypsilanli, where he took a full course, 
and graduated, in March, 1858. From early boyhood, 
he exhibited a great fondness for books, and eagerly 
read all he could obtain. Going freciuenlly to the town 
library with a bag, he took home all the books he could 
carry, which he read thoroughly before returning. He 
was fond of mathematics, and the study of languages, 
and has attained a considerable degree of proficiency in 
bt)th German and French. From the fall of 185S to the 
spring of 1861, he was Princi])al of the Middlctown 
Union School, at Lansing. He resigned to accept an 
appointment in the Department of the Interior at Wash- 
ington, which was procured through the influence of 
Senator Bingham. He passed through Haiti more, on 
his way to Washington, the day the firing on Fort 
Sumter began. He remained at Washin|4t(jn most of 
the time as Examiner of Pension Claims, until July i, 
1864, when, on p.ccount of ill health, and the monotony 
of his duties, he resigned. He then removed to Detroit, 
and went into the pension claim business, at the same 
time studying law. He was admitted to practice after a 
careful examination before the Sui)reme Court, in the 
fall of 1868. In 1865 he became Secretary of the Hoard 
of Metropolitan Police Commissioners of Detroit, and 
aided materially in its organization. It became a very 
efhcient branch of the city government. He resigned 
the position in the spring of 1866, having given com- 
plete satisfaction. In 1868 he became the private sec- 
retary of (jovernor Baldwin, and so continued during 
the two terms of his able administration. In the spring 
of 1869, he commenced the practice of law in the city 
of Detroit, in which he has since been actively engaged, 
principally in office work and the settlement of estates, 
a specialty for which he was well qualified by his early 
training. He has been uniformly successful in every 
kind of business he has un<lertaken. This fact he 
attributes to his willingness to work. In 18C1 he 
served as a private in a three-months* regiment at 
Washington. He was electe<l City Attorney of Detroit 
in the fall of 1871, and was reelected in 1S73, serving, 
in all, four years, efficiently and with honor. In the 
fall of 1877, he was elected Alderman of the Fifth 
Ward of Detroit, for a term of two years from January 
I, 1878. He was, for a long time, a member, and most 
of that time President, of the Detroit Literary Adelphi 
Society, which was composed of young men of activity 



and ability, and was very successful for a number of 
years. He cast his first vote for Abraham Lincoln, and 
has always supported the Republican party, but is con- 
servative in his political opinions. He was married, 
September 10, 1S63, ^^ Helen Edwards, of Springfield, 
Ohio. They have had four children, three sons and 
one daughter — Clinton, Knox, Frank, and Lela. 



OHINSON, GE0R(;E ORVILLE, of Detroit, 
was born in South Reading, Windsor County, 
^^•^ Vermont, June 14, 1832. He is the son of Lewis 
Robinson, an extensive map publisher and merchant, 
' who was born at South Reading in 1793. He always 
j lived in that town and did much to promote its growth 
and prosperity. He also established map-publishing 
houses at Stanstead. in Lower Canada, and at Akron, 
Ohio. At these points, nearly forty years ago, he pub- 
lished maps of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Upper 
and Lower Canada, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and two 
large maps of the United Slates. His father, Ebenezer 
Robinson, was born in Lexington, .Massachusetts, in 
Fel^ruary, 1765. He heard the firing at the battle of 
Lexington, the beginning of the Revolution, and after- 
wards, though a mere boy, joined the privateer service. 
He was soon taken prisoner, and confined for six 
months in the notorious ''Jersey" prison-ships. After 
his release, he remained in service nearly two years 
before peace was declared. At the close of the Revolu- 
tionary War, he settled with his brother lames at South 
Reading, Vermont, and cleared a large farm, on which 
he lived, with the wife of his vouth, over sixtv-six 
years. He died in 1857, in the nineiy-third year of his 
age, greally respected and beloved, (ieorge O. Robin- 
son had the usual advantages of a public school educa- 
tion. He assisted his father in the various departments 
of his business, and, at the age of seventeen, commenced 
teaching and studying to fit himself for college. He 
taught seven successive winters in the village sch<^ols of 
Springfield, Cavendish, Perkinsville, and Brownsville, 
Vermont; and was very enthusiastic and successful. 
He continued his studies at other seasons of the vcar, 
and evinced a special talent for mathematics. Having 
completed his preparatory course at Springfield Wes- 
leyan and Newbury seminaries, he entered the Univer- 
sity of Vermont, in 1853, from which he graduated in 
1857. While prosecuting the studies of his Junior year, 
he taught school in Brownsville, and, in consc(|ueiice of 
this overwork, was prostrated with a nervous bilious 
fever, from which he did not recover sutiicientlv to 
resume his studies for ten months, and was then left 
with an impaired constitution. This ill health caused 
him, though reluctantly, to give up his intention of 
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making teaching a profession, and be commenced read- 
ing law with lion. William M. Pingrey, at Perkinsville, 
Vermont, which he continued till March, 1858. He 
then went to Wisconsin with the intention of joining a 
Government surveying party and following, for a lime, 
a more active occuj)ation. The parly was withdrawn, 
however, and Mr. Robinson resumed the study of law, at 
Janesville, Wisconsin, with Messrs. Noggle, Williams, 
& Patterson, prominent lawyers of that city. He was 
admitted to the Rock County bar in September, 1858. 
Here, and in Edgerton, in the same county, he practiced 



the Board of Education of Detroit. Mr. Robinson, of 
late years, in the pressure of business, has given but 
little lime to study, yet he writes in a vigorous and 
lucid style. He has traveled for diverson in the .South 
and W^est, and, at such times, has written for the Detroit 
Tribune, His letters from Florida, in 1868, attracted 
much attention. He is a man of the strictest integrity, 
and is highly respected. He was married, September 
27* ^859, at Greenwich, Connecticut, to Miss Helen 
Mather, whose acquaintance he formed during his col- 
lege life, while she was attending the Burlington Female 



law and surveying. He also held the ofiice of Justice : Seminary. She is the daughter of A. E. Mather, the 
of the Peace until 1861. In the spring of that year, he I first crockery merchant in Detroit, who died in 1872. 



settled in Detroit, Michigan, and carried on the practice 
of his profession. In 1862 he formed a law i)artner>hip 
with David W. Brooks, and also made a specialty of the 
collection of claims upon the Government arising out (;f 
the civil war. The firm of Robinson «S: lirooks did a 
large and successful law business, and prosccutcl in a 
satisfactory manner, both to claimaius and the (iuvcru- 
ment, nearly ten thousand claims of vnri«Mis kinds. Tliis 
partnership was dissolveil in 1872. after an existence of 



.Mr. Robinson has five children, and finds his greatest 
enjoyment in his pleasant home. 






/ OOT, CHARLES, Wholesale Dr>'-goods Mer- 
chant, of Detroit, was born at Augusta, Oneida 
^^' County, New York, July 16, 1S33, and is de- 



over ten years. Mr. Robinson then entered ilie law tlrni scended from an old New England family. His grand- 
of Robinson & Flinn, which continued seveial years, | father, Je>se Root, was a prominent lawyer of Connec- 
giving special attention to the title, care and sale of j ticut, and, at unc time, C hief-Justice of that State. His 
pine lands and pine land estate>. Mr. Robinson ha.s a education was received in the schools of his native vil- 
genial, affable, but retiring di>jM-)siiion, and generally lage ; and. at tlie age of sixteen years, he left home for 
avoids publicity. Ili.s health has been such that he has Hartford, ( Onneclicut, and began his business training 
usually avoided litigation in the practice of his pnifes- ! in a lar^e wholesale commission and manufacturing 
sion ; and yet, in his extended business, he has ileveloped : establishment. There he remained until i860; when, 
unusual executive ability, and great energy and persc- having determined to engage in business on his own 
verance in advocating and i)ursuing what he deems to j account, and becoming favorably impressed with the 
be right. His unusual energy and force of will were 
displayed in the manner in which he obtained, with 
poor health, at his own expense, his collegiate education. 
He has discharged the last of his obligations for college 
expenses since his successful practice in Detroit. In his 
charitable and religious work, Mr. Robinson avoids 
Ostentation. He was one of ihe original members of the 
Young Men's Christian Association in Detroit, and has 
l>een an earnest woiker in the promotion of its interests. 
He was a delegate to the International Conventions held 
at Montreal in 1807, at Portland in 1S69, and at Wash- 
ington in 1870. He was educated among Congrega- 
tionalists, but is now an active -Methodist, and has 
represented his church both as a lay and electoral 
delegate to the Detroit Annual Conference. He was 
one of the founders of the Michigan Christian .Uiivcafi, 
a reli^^ious newspaper of laige ciiculation, published by 



the Methodist Publishing (. omjumy. at Detroit. Mr. 
Robinson has alwavs been a l.njie siotkholder in this 
Ct»mi>anv, and is its ^ecielaiv and Tieasurer. He is a 
stanch Republican in politics, anti has given his party 
substantial support, but has nexer sought political pre- 
ferment. For some vears he was an active member of 



opportunities and advantages which Detroit afforded, as 
a busines> center, he proceeded there and started the 
wholesale dry-goods store of Smith, Root & Parsons. 
.At the end of a year, Mr. Root bought the interests of 
the other members of the firm, and took his cousin 
as partner, the tirm being known as C. & G. Root. 
Six months afterwards, upon the death of Mr. G. Root, 
two other partner> were admitted, and the firm became 
Root, Johnson & Barbour, which existed for three years. 
Mr. Johnson then retired, and the firm of Root & Bar- 
bour continued for six years. In January, 1870, Mr. 
Root purchased the interest of his partner, and has 
since conducted the business alone. A thoroughly com- 
petent and excellent bu!>iness man, he has been emi- 
nently successful; and, as a merchant, is known quite 
extensively throughout Michigan and the North-west. 
He is a public-sj)irited citizen, though reserved and 
unostentatious; and, having devoted himself entirely to 
business, has kept aloof from public office. He has 
been a Director of the American National Bank since 
its organization. In 1875 ^^ made a tour of Europe. 
He was married in 1S61, and his family consists of his 
wife and two children. 
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'OBERTSON, JOHN, of Detroit, Adjutant-Gen- 
1^ eral of the State of Michigan, was born in 
'<>^-^-^«^ Portsoy, BanffNhire, Scotland, January 2, 1 8 14. 
On his father's side, he is descended from the Robert- 
son and Stuart clans; and, on his mother's, from the 
family of Forbes, one of the largest in Scotland. His 
mother's brother. Sir John Forbes, a prominent physi- 
cian of London, at one time physician to the Queen, 
was editor of the London Medical Review^ and the 
author of several medical works of note. When quite 
young, Mr. Robertson was placed in school, at Cullen, 
a small town in Scotland, the school being one of the 
best in that part of the country. He began his studies 
with the view to preparing for a professional pursuit; 
but, as he exhibited a strong inclination for military 
life, the idea of educating him for a profession was 
abandoned. On leaving school, he was appointed to a 
clerkship in the general Post-office of Scotland, at Edin- 
burgh, and entered upon his duties in 1829. Disap- 
pointed at not getting a position in the army, and 
disliking the restraint and confinement of any office, he 
determined to emigrate to the United States, and there 
enter the army. Accordingly, he left the Post-office 
and took passage in a sailing vessel at Lcith, for Mon- 
treal, arriving there, after a nine weeks' voyage, without 
money or friends. He started on foot from Montreal, 
to reach the nearest recruiting station in the United 
States, traveling to St. John and Plattsburg, and work- 
ing his passage on a steamer across Lake Cham plain, to 
Burlington, Vermont. There, on the 2nd of July, 1833, 
he enlisted as a private soldier in the United States 
army. In the spring of 1834, he was sent to the $th 
Regiment United States Infantry, at Fort Howard, 
Green Bay, Wisconsin, commanded by General George 
M. Brooks, one of the heroes of the War of 181 2, who 
distinguished himself at Lundy's Lane. Soon after 
joining his regiment, he was appointed a non-commis- 
sioned officer, and served, for the greater part of six 
years, as Quartermaster-sergeant and sergeant-major, 
thus receiving military instruction which proved of great 
benefit in fitting him, to some extent, for positions 
which he filled later in life. After his term of service 
expired, he was engaged in the Quartermaster and Com- 
missary departments at Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, 
and went with the regiment from that point to Detroit, 
in 1840. Soon after, he entered the employment of 
Brady & Trowbridge, merchants, of that city, and, a few 
years later, went with one of the partners to Mexico. 
There he engaged in mercantile business, connected 
with the United States army, and remained about 
eighteen months. Returning to Detroit, he rejoined 
Mr. C. A. Trowbridge ; and, a few years later, became 
his partner in the commission business. In March, 
1861, he was appointed, by Governor Blair, as Adju- 
tant-General of the State of Michigan, serving in that 



capacity throughout the civil war, and holding the office 
up to the present time. He has been identified with 
the militia and State troops of Michigan for about 
twenty-five years, and received his first commission 
from Governor Bingham, in November, 1855. In early 
years, he was a Whig, having cast his first vote for 
Henry Clay, in 1844. On the formation of the Repub- 
lican party, he voted with ii, and has continued to do 
so ever since. In 1842 he married Marion Adam, 
daughter of Robert Adam, a farmer, residing near 
Chatham, Ontario. Five daughters and one son have 
been the fruit of this union, — Cecilia, the eldest, is the 
wife of Commander Charles S. Colton, United States 
Navy; Marion, the second, is the wife of Charles A. 
Mack, of Detroit; Emily, the third, is married to Charles 
Briggs, of Providence, Rhode Island; Forbes, the son, 
and Kate, the youngest daughter, are attending school. 
With a strong constitution, Mr. Robertson has always 
been remarkably healthy, and is now very strong and 
active. 



Slfi/^USSELL, ALFRED, Lawyer, of Detroit, was 
'^t ^^^'^ *** Plymouth, New Hampshire, March 18, 
-c^v?^ 1830. The following is a short sketch of his 
ancestry: About the middle of the seventeenth century, 
a colony of Scotch Presbyterians settled in Ireland, and 
thence removed to a town in New Hampshire, which 
they named Londonderry, and where they introduced 
the manufacture of linen. Captain John Russell, of the 
second generation of these colonists, was killed at the 
siege of Fort W-illiam Henry, in 1757, by Montcalm; 
his son, Moor Russell, was, for many years, State Coun- 
selor of New Hampshire; Alfred Russell, the subject of 
this sketch, is his grandson, and the son of William W. 
Russell. The mother of Alfred Russell, whose maiden 
name was Susan Webster, was a native of Salisbury, 
New Hampshire, which was also the birthplace of the 
celebrated Daniel Webster, her near kinsman. The 
Webster family came from Ipswich, England, and set- 
tled in Ipswich, Massachusetts, about two hundred and 
fifty years ago. Mr. Russell graduated at Dartmouth 
College, in 1850, and spent the next two years at the 
law school of Harvard University. In 1852 he removed 
to the city of Detroit, where he has since resided, 
engaged in the practice of law. Passing from the school 
of "Webster Whigs" into the Republican party, in 
1856, his services were recognized, in 1861, by President 
Lincoln, who appointed him United States District 
Attorney for the State of Michigan. After the St. Al- 
ban's and Lake Erie raids, — when Jacob Thompson, 
ex-Secretary of the Interior, was Confederate emissary 
in Canada, — Mr. Russell was sent, by Secretary Seward, 
on a special mission to Montreal and Toronto, where he 
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spent several months in constant clanger of assa<;si nation. 
The expulsion of the Confederate agents; the extradi- 
tion of some of the raiders who had attempted the 
seizure of the United States war-steamer ••Michigan;'* 
and the liberation of the Confederate prisoners at John- 
son's Island, Lake Eric, were the fruits of the mission. 
He was appointed the second time to the same office, 
which he resigned in 1869. At the dedication of the 
new City Hall, on the Fourth of July, 1871, Mr. Russell 
was chosen to deliver the oration. Judicial and elective 
offices he has since declined, confining himself closely to 
the practice of his profession. He was married, in 1857, 
to Mrs. Ellen P. England, who was a daughter of N. 
Wells, of St. Alban's, Vcimont. They have a large 
family of chihlren. Mr. Russell stands among the fore- 
most practitioners of the Detroit bar, and In regarded as 
one of the most learned and scholarly lawyers in the 
State. He is also possessed of fine social rjualities, 
which greatly endear him to a host of friends and ac- 
quaintances. 




Russell, rev. JOHN. Detroit, was bom near 
h Gcneseo, Livingston County, New York, Sep- 
v'V tember 20, 1822, and is the son of Jesse and 
Catherine Russell, who are natives of New Jersey and 
of Puritan descent. When Mr. Russell was (juitc young, 
he removed with his parents to a farm near the falls of 
Niagara, where he remained until the autumn of 1838. 
His father then removed to Michigan, and Iocate<l a 
few miles west of Adrian, where they still continue to 
reside, — his father having reached the age of eighty 
years, and his mother being seventy-six years obi. Mr. 
Russell divided his time between farm labor, working at 
the cooper's trade, and attending the district school, 
until 1842. He early manifested a fondness for reading 
and the study of history,— taking especial interest in the 
Congressional debates, and such books of a solid char- 
acter as came within his reach. He also read somewhat 
extensively the English classics, particularly the relig- 
ious- poems of Milton and Young. When eighteen years 
of age, he united with the Methodist Episcopal C'hurch, 
and, having a desire to preach the Gospel, he began 
pie]iaring for that work. In 1843 he entered uj>on the 
Christian ministry, becoming a member of the Detroit 
Conference. He has accepted charges in the cities of 
Vpsilanti, Port Huron, Flint, Pontiac, and Detroit. 
He has held the i)Osition of Presiding I'lder, and has 
been chosen delej;ate to the Cieneral Conference several 
times, being one of the most able and logical sj)eakers 
within the conference. Mr. Russell has become widely 
known to the public in connection with the temperance 
question, and, for ten years, has been appointed tem- 
perance agent of the conference. He is a promoter of 



the cause of temperance and temperance reform in its 
best and broadest sense, regarding it as the greatest 
philanthropy of the age. He has been an extensive 
writer and speaker on the subject, and was the organizer 
of the Prohibition political party, in which he was the 
main mover. He has served ten years as the Grand 
Worthy Chief Templar, or the presiding officer, of the 
Independent Order of (iood Templars in Michigan. He 
was elected for the eleventh term, but declined to accept 
the position. At two different times he has been pro- 
moted to the office of Right Worthy Good Templar, 
which is the highest position in that order. He was 
one of fifty delegates from this country who attended 
the session of the International Lodge in the city of 
London, England, and presided over that body. He 
also visited portions of the continent of Europe for the 
purpose of collecting information in relation to temper- 
ance. In theological and religious views, he is thor- 
oughly evangelical, yet is far removed from sectarian 
bigotry. Politically, his early sympathies were with the 
Whig party, but, upon the agitation of the slavery 
question, he identified himself with the abolition move- 
ment, casting his first Presidential vote, in 1844, for 
James (i. Hirncy. He then became identified with the 
Free-soil party, and, afterwards, with the Republican 
organization. In 1869 he took an active part in the 
(Organization of the Prohibition Reform party, of which 
he has been either Chairman or Secretary of its National 
CiMuniittec from the first. He was on its first national 
ticket as candidate for the Vice-Presidency of the United 
States in 1872. In June, 1864, he commenced the pub- 
lication of the Peninsula Herald^ which was a temper- 
ance journal, at Romeo, — afterwards transferred to 
Detroit, — and was connected with it as editor and 
publisher for eight years. He also established the 
Romeo Ohscner^ in 1865, — editing and publishing both 
journals for a time. In 1844 Mr. Russell married Miss 
Catherine Pulver. They had one son, — Charles P. Rus- 
sell, — who is widely known as a temperance speaker 
and writer. Mr. Russell was married again, in 1852, to 
Miss Mary J. Herriman. They have four sons and 
three daughters. 



^[^EILLY, CORNELIUS J., of Detroit, Judge of 
^/ J" the Third Judicial District, was born at Heart 
^^, V Prairie, Wisconsin, May 26, 1848. His father, 
John Reilly, was formerly engaged in the manufacture 
of reaj)er> and mowers, at Racine, Wisconsin ; and is 
the inventor and patentee of the *• Badger State Reaper 
and Mower." Judge Rcilly's parents still reside at Ra- 
cine, where he received a collegiate education. After 
leaving college, he came to Detroit, when about nine- 
i teen years of age, and entered the law office of Mocre 
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& Griffin, where he remained four years. He was then 
admitted to the bar, and engaged in the practice of his 
profession, until appointed Circuit Court Judge by Gov- 
ernor Bagley, in November, 1875, ^^ resignation of 
Judge Patchin, whose term expired January i, 1876. 
Preceding the appointment, in April, 1875, ^^ ^^^ ^^^ 
elected, for six years, from January i, 1876, to the same 
judicial office. Judge Reilly was one of the School 
Board in 1870 and 1871. He votes and works for the 
Democratic party. Religiously, he is a member of the 
Episcopal Church. He is an active member of the 
Detroit Boat Club, and of several societies in that city. 
He was married, November 22, 1877, to Miss Ada Buhl, 
daughter of C. H. Buhl, of Detroit. Judge Reilly is 
still a young man, and much of his record naturally 
belongs to the future biographer. He is a close student, 
and his decisions, rulings, and conduct on the bench, 
thus far, have been generally satisfactory. 




►WLAND, THOMAS, Detroit, Michigan, was 
born in Ohio. He served as a Major of Infantry 
under General Hull, in 1813-14; and retired 
from the army in 181 5, locating in Detroit. He held the 
position of Secretary of the Territory of Michigan ; was 
subsequently made United States Marshal for the De- 
troit district; was appointed Postmaster of that city by 
General Harrison; was elected Secretary of State in 
1840; and died in Detroit in August, 1848. He was a 
man of culture, and was highly esteemed. In 1819, he 
read a paper before the Detroit Lyceum on "Hull's Cam- 
paign," which has freauently been quoted with commen- 
dation. 




JOMEYN, THEODORE, Lawyer, of Detroit, 
Michigan, was bom in New Jersey, in 18 10, and 
:^ is descended from the Knickerbocker family of 
that region. He was educated at Rutgers College, 
studied law, and was admitted to practice at Albany 
in 1832. He removed to Detroit, Michigan, in 1836, 
entered upon the practice of law, and has resided there 
ever since, with the exception of ten years, from 1848 
to 1858, which he spent in New York City, engaged in 
his profession. Among the more notable successes in 
his early years as a lawyer, may be mentioned his attack 
upon the general banking laws of the State, proving 
their unconstitutionality in both the State and Federal 
courts; which resulted in the breaking up of the "wild- 
cat" banks, and in much financial disaster consequent 
thereon. He has participated, as counsel, in some of 
the most notable cases which have been tried in the 



Michigan courts, and is still ardently devoted to the pro- 
fession, in which he has spent nearly half a century of 
study and practice. Brought up in the Democratic 
school of politics, he has been a strong advocate of the 
principles of that party; yet, during the late civil war, 
he was an earnest supporter of President Lincoln, and 
of the war. He was frequently called upon to address 
meetings for raising volunteers, and to make speeches 
of encouragement to the troops rendezvoused in Detroit 
previous to their departure for the seat of war. Though 
often solicited, he has steadily refused to accept public 
office of any kind. A gentleman of extensive literary 
culture, he was selected by a committee of citizens in 
1876, as orator at the Centennial Fourth of July cele- 
bration in Detroit; and the oration he then delivered 
met with such approbation as to fully exemplify the 
wisdom of the committee in their choice. 




HELEY, HON. ALANSON, of Detroit, Michigan, 
Wholesale Druggist, was born August 14, 1809, 
at Albany, New York. When nine years old, he 
moved to Jefferson County, New York, with his grand- 
parents, who settled in the woods and commenced clear- 
ing a farm. Here he spent eight years of his early life 
assisting his grandfather, and attending the common 
schools. May 31, 1826, he started on a raft from Mul- 
let Creek, now called Fisher's Landing, on the St. Law- 
rence River, for Quebec. He went down the rapids on 
his raft, and arrived at Quebec about the ist of July. 
This was the year in which almost all the lumbermen 
who depended on the Quebec market failed, — the money 
which the hands received being barely enough to take 
them to their homes. When seventeen years of age, 
Mr. Sheley commenced learning the trade of stone- 
mason and builder, with Henry Raught, at Watertown, 
New York. Three years after, having finished his ap- 
prenticeship, he was employed as a foreman in construct- 
ing the Reddo Canal, in Canada. In the summer of 
1831, he started for the West, taking passage at Buffalo on 
the steamboat "William Penn." August 31, of the same 
year, he landed in Detroit, the farthest point west to 
which steamboats then took emigrants, and here con- 
cluded to remain. Detroit was then but a small town, 
containing two thousand inhabitants, with now and then 
a log-cabin. In one of these, located on the corner of 
Bates and Larned streets, he found lodging. In the 
summer of 1832, he received an appointment from the 
United States Government to superintend the construc- 
tion of a light-house in Thunder Bay, Lake Huron; 
and, in July, with fourteen men, began work. The 
building was completed the following October. At that 
time, but little lake commerce existed, and, during the 
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three or four months lh.it the work was in progress, only 
an occasional ve>.M'l was seen lo pass on Lake Huron. 
When the work was completed, the party was taken 
hack lo Detroit in the schooner *• Marshall Xey," sent for 
that' purpose. This schooner was owned by the father 
of the late Captain K. H. Ward, and commanded by 
Captain John Stewait. Mr. Sheley then followed the 
business of contractor and builder in Detroit. In 1S34 
he built the First Presbyterian Church, on the corner 
of Woodward avenue and Larned street. This ])uildinjj 
was destroyed by fire about twenty years later. In l8j4 
the Black River .Steam-mill and Lumber Company was 
chartered by the Territorial Legislature; and, in 1835, 



helping hand to a friend, or to relieve distress. While 
he has always been a strict teetotaler, he has a strong 
sympathy for the inebriate; and, by kind words and 
generous deeds, which are more effective than words, 
seeks to accomplish his reformation. His business life 
has been one of continued prosperity; and he is re- 
garded as one of the most successful of the older mer- 
chants of Detroit. 



£^ KX TON, JARED A., Detroit, Ex-Sheriff of Wayne 

[ County, and senior partner in the banking firm 

T^ of Sexton & Hall, was born in Dearborn, Wayne 



Mr. Sheley became its general manager. He continued 
in that pr)sition until the expiration of tlie charter, and County, Michigan, September 29, 1838. His parents, 
the winding u|5 of the company's aflairs in 1855. ^J^' Jared and Nancy Sexton, emigrated from New Jersey 
carried on the lumber business on his own accuunt three to Micliigan in 1833. His father was a skilled work- 
years longer, retiring in 1S5S. In 1S51 he erected a nian in the building and cabinet trade; and, during the 
large four-story building, on the ea^l side of Woiulward cc^nstruction of the Michigan Central Railroad, superin- 
avenue, between Congress and Lamed stitets, wliitli, I tended the building of the bridges and culverts. Upon 
when completed, was occupied by J. S. I'ariantl in tlic oi»oning of the road for traffic to Ypsilanti, he was 



May, 1859, as a drug store. Mr. Slu-ley formed a co- 
partnership with Mr. I''arran<l ; and tlic firm occupied 
the same store as wholc-.ale and retail «lnii;<4i»t>. Their 
business increased with the growth of the Stale; and, 
in 1872, they erected one of ilie largest drug liouses in 
the West. Mr. Sheley still reta^n^ liis interest in the 
business. The firm has been enLuj^ed by the admission 
of several of its oldest employes, and is now known as 



appninted by the comj)any as agent at Dearborn. About 
this time, he juircliascd from the Government a large 
tract of wild land in the township of Taylor, in the 
southern part of Wayne County. In the latter part of 
1S47, he removed, with his family, on to this land, and 
began to clear and bring under cultivation a farm in the 
wilds of Michigan. Here Mr. Sexton first displayed that 
spirit of indomitable {>erseverance which has character- 



F'arrand, Williams & Co. Mr. Sheley has been a zcahnis ! i^ed his every undertaking. Here he passed his boy- 



member of the Common Council of the city of Detroit 
for five years; a member of the Hoard of Sewer Com- 
missioners eight years; and represented the First Dis- 
trict of Michigan in the Stale Senate two terms, serving 
in the sessions of 1867-68, and 1871-72. In early life 
he was a Whig; he has been a stanch Republican since 
the organization of that party. He is a member of the 
F'irst Presbyterian Church of Detroit, in which, for 
many years, he has held the office of ruling elder. He 
has been Superintendent and assistant Suj)erintendent 
of the Sabbaih school over thirl v years. Mr. .Shelev, 
though now nearly seventy years of age, is in the i)os. 



hood, working with the unflagging zeal of a young 
l)ioneer in the summer, and attending the district school 
during the winter months. At the age of nineteen, he 
entered the Normal School, at Ypsilanti, to study with 
a view to becoming a teacher, defraying the expenses of 
his collegiate course by teaching penmanship during his 
vacations. His course was completed at the age of 
twenty-three; and then, with education, energy, and 
the strong impulse oT necessity, he commenced life. 
Owing to the death of his mother, in January, 1861, he 
returned home to take care of his father, who had 
reached the age of seventy, and to cultivate the farm 



session of robust health. He is still actively engaged ' Nvhich had been the home of his early boyhood. In May, 
in business, managing the finances of the large firm of 1S61, he married Harriet E. Bradford, eldest daughter 
which he is a member; and bids fair to continue his work of IJenjamin Bradford, a farmer in the township of Can- 
for some years to come. In an active business career of , ton, Wayne C'ounty. The home farm again became the 
over forty-five years in the city of Detroit, he has e\cr scene of earnest work; but small capital and poor mar- 
been honored for integrity and upright dealing. I lav- kel facilities rendered the outlook anything but encour- 
ing a deep interest in all that pertains to the material aging. .After two years of unremitting toil, having accu- 



welfare of Detroit, he has, both as an olticer and a 
piivatc citizen, aided in its growtli and |>rosperily. He 
has taken an active part in building up religious and 
benevolent institutions, and has contributed liberally to 
their support. Strong in his personal friendships, and 
of generous impulses, he is always ready to extend a 



nuilated a capital of one hundred and fifty dollars, Mr. 
Sexton opened a store, with a post-office attached, called 
Taylor's Centre. This was the pioneer post-office of the 
township. The enterprise was the first step towards the 
exclusive adoption of mercantile pursuit.s. The next 
was the selection of a larger and more desirable field 
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of labor, having railway communication. Finally, the 
farm was rented, and the store and post-office in Taylor's 
Centre changed owners. In 1868 Mr. Sheldon built a 
brick store in Dearborn; and, in the spring of 1869, 
opened it for business. This business he carried on 
successfully until the spring of 1874, when a still larger 
field of work became necessary. He sold the store at 
Dearborn and removed to Detroit. Taking the advice 
of friends, during the political campaign of 1874, he 
accepted the nomination for Sheriff of Wayne County, 
and was elected. In 1876 he was again nominated, but 
defeated, owing to the enmity of many of the small 
liquor dealers, incurred by the faithful performance of 
duty as Sheriff, in enforcing the payment of the h^avy 
liquor tax. In 1877 he opened the present banking 
business, in association with Mr. O. F. Hall, under the 
name of Sexton & Hall. Mr. Sexton began his public 
career as School Inspector and Town Clerk in the town- 
ship of Taylor, serving two terms in each of these posi- 
tions. He was in the State Legislature of 1867; Super- 
visor of Dearborn in 1870 and 1871 ; and Sheriff of 
Wayne County in 1875 ^"^ 1876. He has always been 
a warm supporter of the Democratic party ; and, by the 
manifestation of well-directed zeal, and untiring energy 
in the interest of the party, has won general confidence 
and the attachment of its leaders. He is strictly tem- 
perate in all things, and a man who commands the 
respect of the community. He has been a member of 
the Masonic Fraternity since 1865. Mr. Sexton is to-day 
a fair specimen of a man who has made his own way 
from poverty to prosperity. His character is marked 
by integrity, geniality, and true benevolence. He is a 
fine representative of the self-made man of our day. 




^XRIPPS, JAMES E., Detroit, Editor and Pub- 
lisher of the Detroit Evening News, was born in 
London, England, March 19, 1835. ^^^^ parents 
were James M. and Ellen Mary (Saunders) Scripps. His 
father was a book-binder of prominence, and his grand- 
father a well-known London publisher, having published 
the London Daily Sun, in the early part of the century; 
and later, the London Literary Gazette. Mr. Scripps 
came, with his father, to this country in the year 1844, 
settling upon a farm in Schuyler County, Illinois. His 
education was received in the district school, his attend- 
ance being limited to a short season during the year. 
He lived and worked on the' farm until twenty-two 
years of age, devoting his leisure to study and the read- 
ing of such books as he could procure; but books of 
all kinds were rare in the locality in which he resided. 
In 1857 he went to Chicago, Illinois; took a course in 
the Commercial College; and, for a short time, kept 

17 



books for a lumber firm in that city. This business did 
not prove congenial to his tastes ; and, having a strong 
desire to become a journalist, he obtained a position as 
reporter for the Chicago Press and Tribune, He held 
this position for a year or more; and then, in 1859, re- 
moved to Detroit, Michigan, and became connected 
with the Detroit Advertiser^ as its commercial editor. 
In 1862, having become pecuniarily interested in that 
paper, — now the Advertiser and Trihune^ — he was chosen 
business manager, which position, or that of managing 
editor, he held until 1873. In that year, he retired from 
the Advertiser and Tribune, and started the Evening News, 
a cheap afternoon paper, which has since become a re- 
markable success. Politically, Mr. Scripps is a conserv- 
ative Republican. He married, September 16, 1862, 
Harriet J. Messinger. They have three children living. 




^'ILL, JOHN M. B., Superintendent of Public 
I Schools, Detroit, was born, November 24, 1831, 
^ at Black Rock, — now a part of Buffalo, — New 
York. He is the son of Joseph and Eliza B. Sill, who 
died when he was eleven years old. Soon after the 
death of his parents, he went to Jonesville, Michi- 
gan, where he attended the village school. He pre- 
pared himself for the University of Michigan, but, not 
possessing sufHcient means to enter, he pursued his col- 
lege studies privately. He graduated from the Stale 
Normal School, in 1854, after an attendance of nearly 
two years, during which time he was an assistant teacher. 
The University of Michigan has since conferred upon 
him the degree of Master of Arts, for merit and pro- 
ficiency in scholarship. In acquiring an education under 
great difHculties, he was sustained by the ambition to 
become a lawyer; but, while teaching, he gained a de- 
cided taste for that profession, and, upon receiving an 
offer from the State Board of Education, engaged to 
teach in the State Normal School. During the period 
of his stay in Ypsilanti, he wrote a book on English 
Grammar, for schools, which was published by Ivison & 
Phinney, of New York. He was one of the early work- 
ers in the Michigan State Teachers' Association, and 
was its President in 1861. In August, 1863, he accepted 
an appointment as Superintendent of Schools, in Detroit, 
which position he held for two years. He then resigned 
to engage in conducting the Detroit Female Seminary, 
which he did with great success for ten years. In 1875 
he was again unanimously elected, by the Board of 
Education, Superintendent of the Public Schools of 
Detroit. Mr. Sill was appointed by Governor Crapo, in 
1867, a member of the Board of Regents of the Uni- 
versity, to fill a vacancy caused by the death of Mr. 
Knight. He held the position until the expiration of 
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his term of office on the 3iNt of December, 1869. In 
1876 he was the President of the Detroit Scientific Asso- 
ciation. He was reared in the PrcNbylerian faith; but, 
when twenty- three years of age, he became a member 
of the Episcopal Church. In politics he is a Democrat, 
and was once a candidate, on the Democrat ticket, for 
Regent of the University. lie was married, March 22, 
1854, to Miss Sally Beaumont, of JoncNville, Michigan. 
They have had four children, two of whom are living. 
As an educator, Professor Sill has been eminently suc- 
cessful. He has done much to simplify the work of 
both scholars and teachers ; and is earnest and diligent 
in his efforts to elevate the standing of the city schools, 
which show the result of his labors in various ways. 




HELDEN, ALL.\N, Detroit, seniorpartner in the 
wholesale dry-go()d> firm of Allan Siicldcn & Co., 
was born in Kiiideihook, New York, July l<), 1832. 
His early education was wiih a view to practical hu>i- 
ness; and, at the age of nineteen, be left school, and 
soon after commenced an appreiitice>hip in a mercantile 
house. In the spring of 1S55, he came to Detroit, and 
took a position in the dry-goods house <»f Z. Chandler & 



the war of the Revolution, settling about four mil« 
from the site of the present town, at the outlet of Sara- 
toga Lake. He purchased his farm of General Schuy- 
ler, of Revolutionary fame, and they became warm 
friends. Jonathan Slocum, father of Giles, and great- 
grandfather of Giles B. Slocum, was killed in the In- 
dian war, on the site of the present city of Wilksbarre, 
Pennsylvania. Jeremiah Slocum, son of Giles Slocum, 
and Betty Bryan (Slocum), who was of a Connecticut 
family, were the parents of Giles B. Slocum, the subject 
of this sketch. Descended from ancestors who were 
active participants in the struggles and trials from 
which have sprung American liberty and civilization, 
the strength of character which Mr. Slocum inherited, 
received culture and discipline through early habits of 
industry and self-reliance. His boyhood years were 
passed in labor on a farm about two miles from the 
.scene of Burgoyne's surrender. He had the educational 
advantages which the common schools afforded; and, 
during his early manhood, taught school three winters 
in the neighborhood of Saratoga, and one winter near 
Lockport, New York, lie spent the summer of 1830, 
in Northern New York, farming on the Au Sable River. 
His hr.st visit to the West was in 1831, when he landed 
at Detroit; and, after prospecting extensively in the 
interior, and through the woods above Black River, 
he settled for the winter, and assisted in laying out 



Co., becoming a partner in 1S57. As the head of the 

house since 1863, he has maintained a high re])uiation i the town plat of Yistula, now Toledo, Ohio. He had 

and has added to its business position and income. In ' ^he only store there; and was engaged in getting out 



stature, Mr. Shelden is moderately tall, and rather slen- 
der; he is of a quick, active temperament. Though 
thoroughly devoted to a business life, he gives such 
attention to public and benevolent enterprises as is 
demanded of the good citi/en. While c<^mparativcly 
young, he has acquired a handsome fortune. Me is a 
Director in the Second National Bank of Detroit. 




LOCUM, GILES BRYAN, of Trenton, was born 
at Saratoga Springs, New York, July li, 1808. 
His grandfather, Giles Slocum, was a Quaker, 
born in Rhode Island, who moved, at an early date, 
to Pennsylvania. He was among the sufferers by the 
Wyoming massacre of 1778, and was one of the sixty 
who escaped with their lives. His sister Frances, then 
five years of age, was carried off by the Indians; and, 
after a captivity of sixty years, was found, near Logans- 
port, Indiana, in 1837, by Colonel Ewing, A very 
interesting account of this circumstance, written by 
Lossiug, the historian, is now extant, (iiles Slocum was 
a volunteer in Sullivan's expedition ngainst the Indians, 
in the Genesee Yalley. He removed from I'ennsylvania 
to Saratoga Springs, New York, soon after the close of 



timber for building the first wharf at that place. On 
the death of his father, in 1832, he returned to the 
Last, and purchased the interest in his father's estate, 
owned by the lemaining heirs. He returned to Mich- 
igan early in the winter of 1833, and spent the winters 
of 1S33 and 1834 in the stave business, at the head of 
Swan Creek Bay, now Newport, where he established a 
store, went into a general trade; and succeeded in get- 
ting the small steamers, ''Jack Downing," "Jackson," 
and "CJeneral Brady,*' to run up Swan Creek, from 
Lake Erie, to his place. In the spring of 1834, among 
other pioneer experiences, he paddled a canoe from 
Jackson down Grand River to Cyrand Rapids. In the 
summer of 1834, he established the first store and dock 
at Truaxton, now Trenton, and continued in the mer- 
cantile business there, with slight intermission, for 
many years. In 1837 he sold the old homeiitead, and 
became a W'cstern man; from which lime he dales 
his career as a large real estate owner and operator. 
Among his land purchases in the vicinity of Trenton 
was a frontage of over three miles on Detroit River. 
For fifteen or twenty years following 1837, he turned 
his attention to sheep-raising; and, during that time, 
was the largest wool-grower in Michigan. Each year 
he has increased the number of his acres; and during the 
past forty years, he has cleared, and brought under cuiti- 
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vatton, upwards of fifteen hundred acres of heavily tim- 
bered land in the vicinity of Trenton; the timber from 
which has been shipped to New York as staves, used in 
ship-building at Trenton, as cord-wood sold to steam- 
boats for fuel, or shipped to Detroit. He was abo en- 
gaged, from 1843 ^o 1851, in driving piles and making 
docks in Detroit, Windsor, Springwells, Trenton, Sand- 
wich, Gibraltar, and Grosse Isle. In 1859 Mr. Slocum 
and Mr. Charles Mears, of Chicago, having each previ- 
ously purchased large tracts of land on White River 
and White Lake, laid out the present thriving village 
of Whitehall. Mr. Slocum now holds the proprietary 
ri^rht of one-half the land within the limits of the vil- 
lage ; and, in addition, large tracts in the vicinity out- 
side the corporate boundary. About the year 1848, Mr. 
Slocum made a contract, with the county of Wayne, to 
build two bridges across the river Rouge, and to re- 
ceive his pay in State lands. These lands he located in 
the eastern part of Muskegon County, making extensive 
additions to them by purchase from the State and Gen- 
eral Government, and from private parties. This prop- 
erty has become exceedingly valuable, through the ex- 
tension of railroad facilities. He has built mills there, 
on the place known as Slocum's Grove, where he con- 
ducts a large business in lumbering and farming. In 
1838 Mr. Slocum married Sophia Maria Brigham Truax, 
daughter of Abraham C. Truax — founder of the village 
of Trenton — who is elsewhere mentioned in this work. 
Three children were born to them, two of whom — a 
son, Elliott T., and a daughter, Libbie T. — survive. 
The son, Hon. Elliott T. Slocum, was born at Trenton, 
in 1839. He prepared for college at the Episcopal 
school for boys, kept by the Rev. Moses Hunter, on 
Grosse Isle, and graduated at Union College, Schenec- 
tady, New York, in the class of 1862. His diploma 
was one of the last signed by Dr. Eliphalet Nott, for 
so many years President of that institution. He repre- 
sented the Third Senatorial District, in the State Legis- 
lature, in 1869. He is connected in business with his 
father. Both father and son have taken considerable 
interest in politics; both were active in the memorable 
Senatorial contest of 1875, and were influential in secur- 
ing the election of Senator Christiancy at that lime. 
The elder Mr. Slocum was a member of the convention, 
under the leadership of Hon. Jacob M. Howard, which 
organized the Republican party, at Jackson, in 1854; 
and he has since been a consistent Republican. In 
1856 Mr. Slocum took an active interest in the con- 
struction of the Detroit, Monroe, and Toledo Railroad; 
aiding in obtaining right of way, — which he donated 
through his own property; and purchasing land of others 
for that special purpose. He was a member of the first 
Board of Directors of the road. Mr. E, T. Slocum 
was one of the first directors of the Chicago and 
Canada Southern Railroad, for which he did much to 



obtain the right of way. Soon after the completion 
of the Toledo and Canada Southern Railroad, the junc- 
tion of the two roads, which was made on Mr. Slocum's 
property, took the name of Slocum's Junction. In 
1861, and during the war, Mr. Slocum was an earnest 
supporter of the Government; and was influential in 
raising men and money, and assisting in equipping regi- 
ments for the field. Mr. Slocum was also active in 
obtaining subscriptions and supplies for the Sanitary 
Commission. Mr. Slocum.is one of the trustees of the 
Saratoga Monument Association, — a purely patriotic 
enterprise, — of which Horatio Seymour is President. 
He has bought and sold large tracts of land — of which 
bundles of canceled contracts bear witness — without 
litigation; having always given ample time for their 
performance. He is one of the few men doing a large 
business who have stood erect through all the commer- 
cial inflations, revulsions, and contractions of his time. 
Mr. Slocum has always done business exclusively on his 
own capital; he has never made a mortgage, nor given 
his note for advance of money; and what he could not 
do with his own means he left undone. 




TANDISH, JOHN D., of Detroit, an active busi- 
ml ness man for nearly half a century, was born at 
Granville, W.ashington County, New York, Octo- 
ber I, 181 7. His father, Samuel Standish, died at 
Granville, in 1862, aged eighty years. He was, for more 
than fifty years, a successful merchant; during which 
time he was Postmaster for thirty years, and Surrogate 
of Washington County for twelve years. In all the 
attributes of a sound character, he ranked among the 
foremost in the community. The grandfather, whose 
name was also Samuel, died at Granville, in 184 1, at 
the age of eighty-seven years. He served with distinc- 
tion in the Continental army, and was an actor in the 
remarkable events which attended the tragic death of 
Jane McCrea, at Fort Edward. He was present at the 
surrender of General Burgoyne. The great-grandfather, 
another Samuel, was directly descended, in the fourth 
generation, in the line of the oldest son, from Captain 
Miles Standish. He was born at Norwich, Connecticut, 
in 1718, his family having been among the first emi- 
grants to that State from the Plymouth Colony. He 
died in 1821, at the advanced age of one hundred and 
three years. Mr. John D. Standish inherited the phys- 
ical energy and conservative habits of his ancestors. 
After several years of primary instruction in the schools 
of his native village, he entered the academy of Dr. 
Salem Town, a classical institution of high reputation 
in its day. At the age of nineteen, he determined to 
seek a fortune and a home in the West ; and, after a 



130 



REPRESENTATIVE MEN OF MICHIGAN. 



short residence in Buffalo, proceeded to the pioneer set- 
tlements of Michigan. He arrived at Detroit, then a 
city of eight or nine thousand people, in August, 1837. 
Here, through a trivial circumstance, he became ac- 
quainted with the late Hon. S. V. R. Trowbridge, 
whose aid and friendship he found of much value, and 
in whose excellent family he enjoyed many privileges. 
Aided by the encouragement and patronage of Mr. 
Trowbridge and others, Mr. Standish established, near 
Birmingham, a select school, which soon became popu- 
lar, and was continued for nearly three years. This 
experience Mr. Standish has always regarded as very 
valuable, and it still affords him many pleasant remin- 
iscences. He now retains the names of more than one 
hundred of his pupils, — many of whom are men of 
character and' influence. Some are prominent citizens 
of Detroit; one is a professor in Yale College; one, an 
ex-Sheriff of Oakland County; one, a missionary of the 
American Board at C'onstantinople; and others are mer- 
chants and farmers in various parts of the country. In 
September, 1841, Mr. Standish married, at P<;ntiac, 
Miss Emma K. Darrow, of Lyme, Connecticut. They 
have two sons and two daughters. Shortly after his 
marriage, he engaged in mercantile business in Oakland ; 
and later, in Macomb County, with varie<l success. In 
the winter of 1856-57, nearly all his proj)erly was de- 
stroyed by fire. He then remove<l to iX'troit, and 
became one of its most successful merchants; his opera- 
tions included the trade and packing of pork, the pur- 
chase of grain and wool, and the manufacture of paint 
and lumber. His business amounted to nearly a million 
dollars annually. In the meantime, he became the owner 
of large tracts of pine land in Bay and Otsego counties; 
and organized the township and village of Standish, in 
Bay County, where he built valuable mills, and made 
other improvements. He also built the first mill in 
Otsego County, and shipped the first lumber from that 
part of the State. In 1872 he transferred his provision 
trade to his son James, and largely curtailed his business 
operations, which he limited to the care of his real 
estate, and the various trusts in his hands. In 1875, 
however, he accepted, and still continues, the manage- 
ment of one of the established commercial agencies, 
now esteemed one of the necessary institutions of the 
day. His early political training was in the Democratic 
party ; but, impelled by his strong antislaveiy convic- 
tions, he assisted in the formation of the Republican 
party, in 1856, with which he has since been connected. 
In 1869 he was the Republican candidate for Mayor 
of the city of Detroit, then strongly Democratic; and, 
although defeated, received a very complimentary vote 
abo\e the rest of \n> ticket. Ilis relij^ious views lia\e 
always been of a tolerant, t>ut decidedly e\ angelical 
character. He became a member of the riaj)tisi ( hurch 
in early life, and ha.-> ever continued an active and influ- 



ential member of the denomination; having, for many 
years, held in it responsible offices. In all social and 
civil relations, Mr. Standish's sympathies have been 
uniformly active on the side of intelligence, benevo- 
lence, and the public good. He has aided, as opportu- 
nity afforded, in local and other efforts to procure 
advancement in the development of a genuine social 
and Christian civilization in his adopted city and State. 
He values above any other success his record of industry, 
frugality, and integrity. 



-•o«- 




r HEARER, HON. JONATHAN, Pioneer and 
1 Farmer, of IMymouth, was bom in Franklin 
^^* County, Massachusetts, August 23, 1796. His 
I great-grandfather, James Shearer, was a native of Scot- 
' land; ami the father of James emigrated to that country 
I from (lermany. .Mr. Shearer's grandfather was born in 
the county of Antrim, and came to tliis country at an 
early age, somewhere between 1830 and 1S40. He had 
eight sons, all of whom served in the Revolutionary 
army. The youngest two, aged respectively fourteen 
and sixteen, drove the baggage wagons of General 
Washington a jiortion of the time; the others bore 
arms, and i>articipated in most of the conflicts of the 
war. Mr. Shearer's father, William Shearer, was born 
at Talmer, Massachusetts, in 1748. He was the second 
son; and volunteered at Lexington, in 1775, when 
twenty-seven years old, engaging in the battles of Lex- 
ington, Concord, and Bunker Hill. He servcil under 
(ieneral Ethan .Mien, at the taking of Ticonderoga ; 
under (ieneral .Stark, at the battle of Bennington; and 
under General Gates, at the surrender of Burgoyne. He 
died in Franklin, Massachusetts, in 1829, at the age of 
eighty-one. The mother of Jonathan Shearer, Betsey 
Morton, was ]>orn in Boston about 1758, and was the 
daughter of a ship-owner, who came to Boston from 
Liverpool. Her father resided in Boston, a near neigh- 
bor to the elder John Adams; and, when the British put 
the military over the civil power in Boston, Mr. Adams 
invited the Morton family to go to his country residence 
at Quincy, which invitation was accepted. The two 
families resided for a time under the same roof; and, 
when the British evacuated Boston, they returned to 
that city. The mother of Mr. Shearer attended school 
with John (Quincy .Adams, she being about five years his 
senior. At the close of the war, William Shearer be- 
came a farmer in Franklin County, Massachusetts, and 
reared a large family. Jonathan Shearer, the seventh 
son, was born .August 23, 1796. He studied at the acad- 
emy of Professor Hitchcock, the geologist, at Deerfield, 
Massachusetts; and at the academy of Professor Chase, 
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r^MITH, MARTIN S., Detroit, Michigan, Mer- 
chant, was born in Lima, Livingston County, 
P New York, in 1834. His parents, Ira D. and 
Sarah (Snyder) Smith, were both natives of Columbia 
County, in the same State, and emigrated to Michigan 
when their son was ten years of age. In his fourteenth 
year, Mr. Smith commenced life, on his own account, as 
clerk in a clothing store in Pontiac. He was subse- 
quently employed in the office of the Pontiac Gazette^ — 
then owned and managed by William M. Thompson. 
He remained here two years, and left to accept a more 
profitable positi«m in the dry-goods establishment of J. 
C. Cloodsell, of the same town. In the spring of 185 1, 
he entered the house of Holmes & Co., Detroit, where he 
remained a year, when he became connected wiih the 
jewelry store of L. P. Durkee & Co. On the failure of 
thib house, in 1859, he purcha<Ned, witli liie accumulated 
savings — one thou.sand dollar> — of his ten years' labor, 
the business of the firm ; and, with the as.si>tance of llic 



tern it y, having filled the office of Grand Treasurer 
of the Grand Commandcry of Michigan. In 1862 Mr. 
Smith married Mary E. Judson, of Detroit. During 
his career as a business man in that city, he has never 
been prominently connected with any political parly; 
nor has he ever manifested any ambition for honors 
as an office-holder. He has preferred to devote his time 
to his business, which, by close attention and untiring 
energy, has not only brought him a handsome compe- 
tence, but has placed him foremost on the list of suc- 
cessful merchants. 




^MITH, BRADFORD, Real Estate Agent, of De- 
troit, was born at Moira, Franklin County, New 
Vork. He is a lineal descendant of William 
Hradford, who came from England in the "Mayflower," 



credit which his well-known energy and integrity en- and was Ciovernor of Plymouth Colony for thirty years, 
abled him to command, ha^ since conducteil a larye and ; His great-grandfather was in the battle of Quebec; his 
constantly growing trade. In August, 1S64, he gave liis grandfather was a Revolutionary soldier; and his father 



brother, Frank G. Smith, — who had previously been 
associated with him as a clerk, — an inleresi in the t'lrni. 
At the same time, Kdwaril J. Sn.iih, who had. for nine 
years, held a re.sponsiblc ])Osition in the jewelry house 
of George Doty, of Detroit, wa-i admitted to the firm. 
He remained a member of it until 186S, when he was 
compelled to retire on account of ill health. Fiom a 
small retail trade of seventeen thousand dollars, in 1859, 
the business, under the prudent and energetic manage- 
ment of Mr. .Smith, steadily increased, until, in 1872, 
the sales amounted to three hundred thousand dollars. 
During a visit to Europe in 1868, Mr. Smith arranged 
for the direct imporiaiion of the varir)us manufactures in 
his line of goods, thus gaining a decided advantage over 
other competitors in the retail trade. He was the first 
leading jeweler in the West, who, recognizing the merits 
of the now celebrated American watch, freely gave it 
his own indorsement, l)y which he aided materially in 
establishing that important branch of American industry. 
In. the past few years, through the efforts of such patrons 
of home industry as Mr. Smith, the sale of American 
watches has steadily increased, in spite of foreign competi- 
tion; and, at the Centennial Exhibition, the display made 
by the American W^atch Company attracted the atten- 
tion and excited the admiration of all the representatives 
of the leading European manufacturers. Mr. Smith has 
traveled extensively in Europe; and, in 1866, spent 
several months in the island of Cuba, for the benefit of 
his health. He succeeded Governor Bagley as Police 
Commissioner, in 1S72, and was re-appoinied in 1S77. 
He is a Director of the American National Rank, and 
of the Michigan Mutual i^ife Insurance Company. 
He is prominently identified with the Masonic Fra- 



was at the battle of Plattsburg, in the War of 1812. 
His maternal grandfather, a Baptist minister of New 
Hampshire, received a commission from General Wash- 
ington, and served during the war for independence. 
Mr. Hradford Smith graduated from St. Lawrence 
Academy; and then, for four years, attended Oberlin 
College, Ohio. After leaving the college, he became a 
successful teacher ; and, in 1870, received the degree of 
A. M. from his Alma Mater. In 1853 he removed to 
Detroit, and became Principal of the Houghton Union 
School, and Superintendent of the schools connected 
with it. This position he filled for eight years, when 
he retired from teaching and entered the real estate 
business. He has acquired a fair competence, and is 
widely known as a prompt and honorable business man. 
He is an active member and one of the officers of the 
Fort Street Presbyterian Church. For two years, he 
was President of the Young Men's Christian Association; 
he has long been a member of its board of managers, 
and Chairman of the Employment Committee. Hun- 
dreds of young men in Detroit are indebted to him 
for their start in life. Mr. Smith is much interested in 
the intellectual and religious culture of the young. He 
is actively engaged in the Sabbath-school of his own 
church, and in various mission schools. He has long 
been identified with the temperance cause, and has, of 
late, acted with the Prohibition party, though a Repub- 
lican, in all mailers of national interest. In 1876 the 
Slate Prohibition Convention appointed Mr. Smith, in 
coMiieelion with Rev. John Russell and President Joce- 
lyn, of Albion College, to bring the question of prohi- 
bition again before the State Legislature. In 1875 ^'^^* 
Smith was appointed, by Governor Baglcy, Commis- 



He 




^X.i/^A 



■ESKNTATIVF. MKN OF MICHIGAN. 



'33 



I, and reform- 



Ohio, he practiced bolh in Ptymouth and Dearborn, 
Michigan, and the fuUowiiig year was appointed Acting 
Assistant Surgeon, in charge at Ueiruit Arsenal, lie 
retained the portion only one year; hut, in 1S51, i/aa 
re-instated by Jefferson Davis, then Secretary of War. 
lie served in this capacity twenty-four years, until Ihc 
arsenal was abandoned by the United Stales Ordnance 
Deparlmenl. Doctor Snow has been » member of the 
Wayne County Medical Society twenty-nine years. In 
1874 he occupied the honorable position of Vice-Presi- 
dent. He represented the society at the National Med- 
•*1 Association, held at Cincinnati, in May, 1S71; and 
o in the one held al Louisville, in 1875. He was 
'ed, in 1S74, President of the Dearborn Literary 
V. At the winter session of 1876-77, of the 
1 Alumni of the Stale University, al Ann Arbor, 
■nanimously elected an honorary member. Hia 
ve been extensive throughout the United 
in his oiTicial and private capacity. In 
has always licen a stanch Kepublican. 
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stoner of Wayne County for pauper, penal, and reform- 
atory institutions. His duties, as prescribed by law, 
are to look after children under sixteen years of age 
who are apprehended for misdemeanors or criminal 
offenses, to seek homes for such as need them, and to have 
a supervision of their general deportment. Mr. Smith 
has added the responsibility of overlooking their attend- 
ance at school. When children are convicted of crim- 
inal offense, they are placed in the custody of Mr. 
Smith, who decides whether they shall be placed under 
a State institution, or shall be taken under his own 
charge. The latter course is usually pursued; and, in 
1877, he had one hundred and fifty children under his care. 
They are required to report to him in person. He 
keeps himself well informed concerning the deportment 
of each child, and attends to the personal comfort of 
each. Mr. Smith has been highly complimented upon 
his manner of treating these youths, who have just 
entered upon a life of crime, and it is thought his plan 
will be productive of incalculable good. Mr. Smith 
gives his time gratuitously to this work, and is often 
called upon to furnish clothing and support for the 
children under his care. At the opening of our civil 
war, Mr. Smith volunteered, was appointed Captain, 
and assisted in recruiting a company ; but he was not 
able to pass muster, — on account of lameness caused by 
a sprained knee, — and secured a young man to represent 
him in the struggle to maintain our national existence 
and unity. 




^NOW, DR. EDWARD S., of Dearborn, Michigan, 
was born in Austinburg, Ashtabula County, Ohio, 
July 5. 1820. His parents. Sparrow and Clara 
(Kneela.id) Snow, were natives of Massachusetts, and 
were of English descent. They were married at Sand- 
ersfield, Berkshire County, Massachusetts, in 181 1, and 
moved on to :i farm in Austinburg, Ohio, in 18 17. 
Doctor Snow left home in 1838 to attend the Grand 
River Institute, Ohio, where he graduated in 1842. He 
had studied surveying, and applied to the Government 
f^r a contract for surveying the district then known as 
the North-west Territory. His application was made to 
J. R. Giddings, then a prominent Representative in 
Congress, devoted to antislavery interests; but the abo- 
litionists were not in power, and the application failed. 
He had already served two years as Adjutant of 1st 
Rifle Regiment, Second Brigade and Twenty-firbt Divi- 
sion, under Colonel Tracy and General Stearns, of Ohio. 
He taught two years, first in Jefferson, and afterwards 
in Palmyra, Ohio, and then commenced the study of 
medicine, under the tuition of O. K. Hawley, of Aus- 
tinburg. Afttr graduating in 1847, from the medical 
branch of the Western Reserve College, at Cleveland, 



Ohio, he practiced both in Plymouth and Dearborn, 
Michigan, and the following year was appointed Acting 
Assistant Surgeon, in charge at Detroit Arsenal. He 
retained the position only one year; but, in 1852, ^as 
re-instated by Jefferson Davis, then Secretary of War. 
He served in this capacity twenty-four years, until the 
arsenal was abandoned by the United States Ordnance 
Department. Doctor Snow has been a member of the 
Wayne County Medical Society twenty-nine years. In 
1874 he occupied the honorable position of Vice-Presi- 
dent. He represented the society at the National Med- 
ical Association, held at Cincinnati, in May, 1S71; and 
also in the one held at Louisville, in 1875. He was 
elected, in 1874, President of the Dearborn Literary 
Society. At the winter session of 1876-77, of the 
Medical Alumni of the State University, at Ann Arbor, 
he was unanimously elected an honorary member. His 
travels have been extensive throughout the United 
States, both in his official and private capacity. In 
politics, he has always been a stanch Republican. 
Doctor Snow is one of the oldest practitioners of Wayne 
County. From small beginnings, he has risen to wealth, 
and an honorable position in his profession. He married 
Elizabeth Austin, of Austinburg, Ohio, October 22, 
1850. They have two children. 



T* PR ANGER, FRANCIS XAVIER, M. D., Detroit, 
5 son of Lawrence and Mary (Shuster) Spranger, was 
^>v-^ born in the kingdom of Bavaria, Germany, on the 
13th of March, 1840. His parents emigrated to America 
when he was nine years old. When quite young he en- 
tered the Benedictine College, atCarrollton, Pennsylvania, 
where he took a course in Latin; at seventeen years of 
age, he commenced the study of medicine, under the 
direction of Dr. H. Hoffman, and afterwards became 
the pupil of Dr. J. M. Parks, of Cincinnati, Ohio. He 
graduated with the degree of M. D., at the Homeo- 
pathic Medical College, of Cleveland, Ohio. In August, 
1862, he established himself in Detroit, where he has 
since continued in the practice of his profession. Doctor 
Spranger was one of the organizers of the Detroit 
Homeopathic College, and Professor of Pathology and 
Physical Diognosis during its four terms; he was Pres- 
ident of the college during the last term. He is firm 
in the belief that similia similibtis is an essential law of 
cure; but does not believe in the exclusive adherence to 
infinitesimal doses, and the single remedy. He feels 
that it is the physician's most important duty to cure 
his patient in the speediest and safest manner, regardless 
of the theories and dogmas laid down. He believes, 
that, if the physician prescribes proper remedies in suf- 
ficient doses to cure without doing harm, he does 
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his duty to the patient ; and that, to he able to do this 
for each special case, it is necessary to have not only a 
thorough knowledge of the pathogenesis of drugs, but 
of the collateral sciences of anatomy, i)hysiology, and |»a- 
tholojjy. During the last fifteen years, Doctor S|)ranger'> 
practice has steadily increased until his office prescrip- 
tions average, in number, seven thousand per year, and 
his professional vi^it^ from thirty to forty per day. He 
has a large list of deserving charily patients. In 1854, 
Doctor .Spranger, in company with his parents, visited 
Nicaragua, and was present at the bombanlment of 
(ireytown, which occurred on the Iith of July. In 
1858 he married, at IMllsburg, Pennsylvania, Miss Mary 
Sattig. They have had seven children, — four of whom 
are living, — and one grandchild. Doctor .Sj)ranger is a 
member of the Arbeiler .Society, and als«) of the Con- 
cordia Society, lie is an ardent lover of music, for 
which he possesses much talent, llii favorite instru- 
ment is the Zither, and, as an amateur j)ei former, he 
has few equals. In social life he i>. of an aflahle, genial 
temperament, with none of the htiutcur whicli cliarac- 
terizes many successful professional nu'n. Ahliougli 
reared in the Catholic faitii. Do*, lor Spranger is sery 
liberal in his religi(»us views towards other denomina- 
tions, lie has never taken any part in politics, nor 
sought public ofhce. He wa> aj)p(»iiitcd ( ity Physician 
by the Common Council, in 1S08, to till a vacancy, and 
served six months. 
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PRA(;UE, COLONEL THOMAS SPENc KR, 
IJ Lawyer, Detroit, was born March 6, 1823, in 
Poultney, Rutland County, Vermont; and comes 
from a long line of ancestors, who were illustrious in 
the early annals of the colonies. The descendants of 
his great-grandfather, William .Spragne, — one of the 
*' Mayflower" })ilgrims, — settled in Rhode Island, and 
thence emigrated to Connecticut, Ohio, and Vermont, 
during the latter part of the eighteenth century. They 
were enthusiastic supporters of the war which termin- 
ated in the independence of the Unite<l States. Daniel 
Sprague was one of the early founders of Poultney, 
Vermont: the familv mansion which he built is still 
standing, in good preservation. It is the birthplace of 
the subject of this sketch, and also of his father, Isaac 
M. Sprague. D. D. His mother, Adelia Maria Heartt, 
is a descendant of one of the pioneers of the Mohawk 
Valley. It was at her father's house that the surrender 
of the British took place, after the battle of Benning- 
ton. C'olonel Sj)rague studied at Poultney, \enuont; 
Klatbush, Long Island; Sherbourne, New Vork ; and 
Ilartf«>ril, Connecticut; graduating from Trinity College, 



at the latter place. Being averse to the profession of 
law, which his father desired him to study, he learned 
the printer's trade. In 1845 ^^ removed to Detroit, Mich- 
igan, where he engaged in a foundry and machine shop 
with his uncle, the late C. M. Hyde. During his inter- 
vals of leisure, he .studied law with another uncle, the 
late Hon. W. F. H. Witherell. In the winter of 1845-46. 
he became interested in developing the then recently 
discovered mineral resources of Lake Superior, and in 
bringing them to the notice of New Vork capitalists. 
Heing appointed United States Deputy Marshal, in 1850, 
he arrested the Beaver Island Mormons, for interfering 
with the mail, thus breaking up the Mormon interest in 
the State. In 1852 Colonel Sprague took editorial and 
business charge of the Detroit Tribufte^ and was suc- 
cessful in restoring it to financial prosperity. On the 
breaking out of the civil war, Colonel Sprague ten<lered 
his services to (iovernor Blair, and assisted in the 
organization of troops for the field. He had risen from 
the ranks of the old Hartford Light Infantry, — a com- 
pany organized in 1 754, — of which he had been Cap- 
tain, and afterwards Colonel. He devoted much time 
to the work of raising and equipping the 27th Michigan 
Infantry, of which he was commissioned Lieutenant- 
Ct)loiiel. The record of this regiment is one of the 
tinest in the war. .At the commencement of the Indian 
troubles, he was promoted to the rank of Colonel; and 
aj)pointc(I — with the powers of a Provost-Marshal — 
to the command of the Sixth Congressional District. 
The printers of Detroit showed their appreciation of his 
services by j)resenling him with a sword, .sash, l)elt, and 
other military trappings. He pacified the Indians, 
sending se\en hundred of them to the front lines. He 
was mustered out of service in 1865, and returned to 
Detroit, where he resumed professional practice, devot- 
ing himself entirely to patent law. Colonel Sprague 
occu)>ies high positions of trust and honor. For three 
years he was President of the Toledo and St. Louis 
Air Line Railroad, and is now Vice-President of the 
same organization. He is President of the St. Paul and 
Iowa South-western Railroad; of the Capital Gas Con- 
struction and Improvement Com|)any, of Washington, 
1). C; and also of the Mechanics' and Inventors* Asso- 
ciation. He has been President of the latter institution 
for ten years, and acts as attorney for the association, 
which numbers over eight thousand members. He is a 
member of the Episco}>al Church. Colonel Sprague 
was an old-line Henry Clay Whig until 1854* when lie 
united with the Republican party, of which the Tribune 
was the first organ in Detroit. He was married, in 
.March, 1854, to Mary Elizabeth Ilubbell, of Hartford, 
Connecticut, a descendant of the celebrated John Jay 
family. They have two children, — a son, Henry S., 
who served in the late civil war; and a daughter, 
Adeliu .Maria, now residing in Chicago. 
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WAIN, ISAAC N., of Detroit, Michigan, was 
J; born near Sackett's Harbor, Jefferson County, 
^^ ~ New York, November 20, 1807. He is the son 
of Richard and Martha (Seaman) Swain. Thomas Sea- 
man, — thefounderof his mother's family in thiscountry, — 
came from Rehoboth, England, in 1696, and settled in 
Massachusetts, on a tract of land twelve miles east of 
Providence, which he named Rehoboth. There one of 
his grandsons preached until he was one hundred and 
four years old. Three others attained a similar age. 
Mrs. Swain had a mind of rare intelligence, cultivated 
by extensive reading; and was especially familiar with 
the Scriptures. She lived a widow thirty years, doing 
good. Her death occurred at Watervliet, in 1864, when 
she was ninety-three years old. Isaac Swain's father, 
Richard Swain, was a conscientious, hard working man, 
whose ancestry were among the earliest Quaker settlers 
in this country. They came over from Plymouth, in 
Devonshire, England, and settled in Salem; but removed 
to Nantucket, in 1690, on account of the persecutions 
which grew out of the Salem witchcraft excitement. 
Many of their descendants are living there at this day. 
Richard Swain was born in 1773, ^"^ was left an orphan 
at an early age. When he was eighteen, he engaged in 
mercantile and real estate business. In 1796, he mar- 
ried, and purchased a valuable tract of land on the east 
shore of Lake Cayuga, in the town of Scipio, Cayuga 
County. After he had improved the property for several 
years, the title proved to be defective, and he removed 
to Jefferson County, New York. There his son Isaac 
N. Swain passed the first nine years of his life. His 
home was near Sackett's Harbor; the scene of many 
events in the last war with England, and with her In- 
dian allies. He heard the first guns that were fired 
in the war, and remembers many exciting incidents 
which happened on the frontier. He acquired by this 
experience a horror of war and its attending evils, es- 
pecially drunkenness, which was so common among the 
soldiers and sailors of that time. In 1816 the family 
settled in a dense wilderness, on the Holland Purchase, 
since known as Royalton, in Niagara County, New York. 
His father made a large clearing and sowed with wheat, 
which he purchased at two and a half dollars a bushel, 
expecting that his first crop would pay for the land. 
The yield was excellent. The entire crop was reaped 
with sickles and thrashed with flails; and then hauled 
in wagons fifty-five miles, over bad roads, to the nearest 
market, — now the city of Rochester, New York, — 
where it brought only twenty-five or twenty-eight cents a 
bushel. Other farm produce brought little or nothing; ; 
potatoes selling for three cents a bushel, while Onon- ; 
dago salt cost seven dollars a barrel, and other articles 
of merchandise were proportionally dear. The erection 
of the first school-house in that neighborhoo<l was an 
event which Mr. Isaac N. Swain remembers vividly ; the 
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building was completed in one day, by the farmers who 
came from many miles around. The first teacher received 
ten bushels of wheat per month and his board. Books 
were so scarce that Isaac Swain, when only ten years 
old, gladly dug potatoes two days for the use of Mr. 
Stone's Pike's Arithmetic; and husked corn four days 
to get money enough to buy a slate. This scarcity 
made him feel the value of books, and gave him a love 
for them which years have increased.- All the money 
given him by his father for Fourth of July, or general 
training day, was carefully hoarded to form a fund for 
the purchase of new books. The books thus obtained 
have now an honored place in his valuable library, and 
possess a charm outsidd of their intrinsic merit, con- 
nected, as they are, with the history of his early strug- 
gle and privations. In the fall of 1821, when Mr. Swain 
was fourteen years old, contracts were let, and the great 
work of constructing the Erie Canal commenced. The 
news spread that the contractors would pay a man with 
a team and scraper one dollar per day in cash ; and 
Mr. Swain persuaded his father to fit him out for the 
work, to which he went alone, and did good service. 
He returned, when the frosts prevented further labor, 
with his team and scraper in perfect condition, and all 
his wages in silver coin, which he placed in his mother's 
lap. Mr. Swain takes pride now in the fact that he 
was enabled to assist, even in so obscure a way, in 
the great work that served to make the products of the 
West accessible to the markets of the world. Mr. 
.Swain's elementary education was continued in the log 
school-house, with the encouragement and assistance of 
his much loved mother, until he was sixteen. At that 
age, he secured a certificate as a teacher, and taught dur- 
ing the winters of the next four years. He devoted the 
proceeds to defraying his school expenses at the Middle- 
bury Academy, some forty miles distant, to which he 
was in the habit of walking, when he could be spared 
from work on the farm. He sometimes accomplished 
the distance in one day. In order to obtain funds for a 
collegiate education, he went South and taught until his 
health failed. On his return North, after teaching a 
year, he made a prospecting tour of three months through 
Michigan, and purchased eighty acres of land near the 
present sight of Jackson. In 1830 he married Vallonia, 
daughter of Deacon William Smith, of Royalton, and 
made his permanent home in Michigan. In 1831 he 
bought some Government land, in what is now Spring 
Arbor, Jackson County; on this land he built a house, 
and plowed and planted forty acres. While the work 
was in progress, a wandering tribe of Pottawatomie 
Indians encamped near the place; and, for many days, 
harrassed him, not only by begging, but by stealing 
and butchering his stock. They were finally moved 
West by order of the Government. Mr. Swain has had 
more than sixty years of frontier life, and familiar ac- 
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quaintancc with the various Indian tribes, from the Six 
Nations of New York State to the Sioux and Foxes of 
the West; and, hasinjj his o[)inions on his knowledge of 
their character, believes the race must and ou^ht to be 
exterminated. In the early settlement of Michigan, 
wild beasts wt re troublesome, especially wolves; and Mr. 
Swain protected, only by his dog I*«»nto, an<l his rifle, 
had many rough encounters with them, which are evi- 
denced by the many scars he still carries. In 1834 he 
moved his residence about four miles nearer the \ill. ge 
of Concord, on to lands which he owned there. There 
he continued his farm, carried on surveying and engineer- 
ing ; and, as he acquired means, became interested in 
the lumber business, — running a mill, and engaging in 
mercantile ])ursuits. He used his inlluence Id secure a 
canal or railroail in the vicinity of C'ttncord. As he 
failed to succeed, he once m<»re reniove*! into the dense 
forest, down the I'aw Taw \alley, and sailed at the 
present site of Watervliet, Herrien County, supposing he 
had made a certainty of being on the route of the Mich- 
igan Central Railroad, when il should be built. In this, 
hov^ever, he was disapp«)inted. Tlu- State st»lcl its fian- 
chise to the present Michigan Central Uailroad ( ompany, 
which departed from the State's pli}4hte<l laiih, and left 
Watervliet twenty miles off in the f«)iest. NOtw iih-land- 
ing these unexpected obstacles, Mr. Swain j>ro>«.ciited 
his business enteri)rises with the utmost eneri;y and suc- 
cess. The time from 1855 to 1S5S he sj)ent in traveling 
in the hope of restoring his wife's health, ("hanj^c nf 
air, however, proveil unavailing. After her death, which 
occurred in 1858, he bought twelve acres of land on the 
western bank of the Detroit Uiver, and coninuiice<l 
its cultivation and adornment. In 1861, '02 and O^, 
he built there one of the most substantial mansions 
of the West, which is now his home. Mr. .Swain i> 
a man of considerable literary attainment; and has 
formed a valuable library, which is one f)f his chief 
.sources of delight. Though by birth, principle, and 
education a Democrat, he has never sympalhi/.e<l with 
the so-called Democratic party since its first conces>ion 
to the slave power, in 1850; and has vote<l with the 
Republican party since 1S64. During the civil war, he 
gave his earnest influence and support to the victorious 
prosecution of the Unit>n cause. He has sympathized 
wkh the temperance movement from its beginning; and 
has occasionally delivered public addresses on the sub- 
ject. He has especially urged new settlers, as they came 
in, to sign the temperance pledge, and kecj) it faithfully. 
He has never taken wine, or mall, or spriiituous licpiors 
as a beverage, nor does he use tea, coffee, or tobacco. 
He is six feet two inches in height, and is compactly 
built. He has a full, flowing beard, iron grey hair, light, 
clear complexion, and a tine set of natural teeth. He 
has passed through many hardships, yet is as erect as 
most men of fifty. He is simple and easy in his man- 



[ners; prompt, courteous, and agreeable in all business 
transactions ; and delights in relating his varied adven- 

I tures, especially to the young. He married, the second 
time, September I, 1859, Mrs. Eleanor J. Champion, of 
Vpsdanti. She is still living. 




• WIFT, REV. MARCUS, of Detroit, was born in 
I the township of Palmyra, Wayne County, New 
York, June 23, 1793. J'** father, General John 
Swift, was originally from Connecticut, hut was the first 
landed proprietor of the township of Palmyra and the 
adjoining township of Macedon, and locateil the village 
of Palmyra. He was commissioned a Brigadier-Ceneral 
in the War of 1812, and was killed, July 13, 1814, at 
the capture of Fort (ieorge. He was a man of strong 
powers, which were inherited by his son. Mr. Marcus 
Swift passed his youth in the occupations of farming 
and milling. He married, at the age of eighteen, Anna 
()s|.anti, whose father. Weaver Osband, was a soldier in 
the Revolution. Mr. Swift's mind was of a religious 
and |»hilanihropic type; and, when twenty years of age, 
he became a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
His early educational advantages having been somewhat 
above the a\erage of the pioneers of the lime, he was 
so<in after licenseil to preach the Gospel. About the 
same time, a siulden reverse of fortune caused him to 
set k a new honu' in the wilds of Michigan; and, in 
1S25. he lo. ated a tract of land in the present township 
of Nankin, Wayne County, reaching Detroit October 9, 
of thai \tar. At this time, but two teams of horses 
weu- enq>l.)ye<l in moving emigrants to the interior, and 
neiihei team was just then available. A row-boat con- 
veyed the emigianls, by way of the Detroit and Rouge 
rivers, to a point near the present village of Dearborn, 
j and the remainder of the journey was made by the aid 
of three Indian ponies. Mr. Swift, with his wife and 
four children, and the family of Luther Reeve, who 
accomj)anied him, found tjuarters at the house of Ben- 
jamin Williams, some three miles from their location. 
11 is c.d»in, consisting of but one room, accommodated 
all the party until the following spring. Without 
money, team, or human aid, except his two boys, aged 
respectively eight and twelve years, Mr. Swift got out 
the timber and all the accessories for building a log 
house. The house was completed and occupied the 
following March, having been erected with no other 
help than that of the few settlers, who lent willing 
hands to roll up the logs for the body of the house. 
llcforc the building possessed door or window, it was 
(ledicateil to Almighty God by prayer and singing. Mr. 
Swift's was emphatically a life of faith; and, as he 
undertook no enterprise u[)on which he could not ask 
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the divine blessing, he trusted implicitly to God. His 
moral standard was high, and he would brook no devi- 
ation from it. This is illustrated by his refusing to 
shoot a Bne buck which strayed into his enclosure on 
Sunday, during a time of great scarcity of food. The 
fact that the next day the buck returned, bringing with 
him two of his fellows, and that Mr. Swift shot the 
three, may be regarded as a reward for his faith, or a 
happy accident, according as one's belief inclines him. 
Mr. Swift believes the animals were mercifully sent. The 
same attribute of trust led him, during a time of threat- 
ening want, in the summer of 1826, to ask credit of 
an acquaintance and trader in Detroit, for supplies to 
the amount of twelve dollars, upon a full statement of 
his circumstances. Pay day came, but no money; 
trembling and disconsolate, Mr. Swift resolved to see 
his creditor and tell him his extremity, when he unex- 
pectedly received a letter from his native place with an 
inclosure of thirteen dollars. The townships of Red- 
ford, Livonia, Nankin, and Dearborn, were, at this 
time, embraced in one, under the name of the township 
of Bucklin ; and settlers were coming in rapidly. In 
1827 Mr. Swift was elected Supervisor, then a most 
important office. He was elected for nine successive 
years, and then declined to serve longer, wishing to 
give his attention wholly to the sacred ministry, which 
was the main purpose of his life. He also served as 
Justice of the Peace, under appointment by President 
Jackson, until the admission of Michigan as a State. 
Mr. Swift was, from the first, a preacher and missionary 
among the settlers, holding services regularly on Sun- 
days, at convenient points. The Methodist Episcopal 
Church having organized a conference, in 1833, ^^ ^o^^ 
charge of the Oakland circuit, involving a ride of one 
hundred and twenty-five miles. This he made every 
four weeks, preaching thirty-one times each month, and 
receiving, in payment for two years' services, the sum 
of one hundred and twenty-five dollars, and almost 
every known article except money. The pleasures and 
trials of the pioneer preacher need not be here detailed. 
After a year's subsequent labor on Plymouth circuit, 
Mr. Swift withdrew from further conference supervision, 
and performed voluntary labor, preaching every Sab- 
bath, and sometimes on week days, with no compensa- 
tion except occasional contributions from the indigent 
people whom he served. He always responded with 
alacrity to calls for pastoral service, often taking a 
horse from the plow to go and preach one of the funeral 
sermons for which he was famous. Mr. Swift dissolved 
his connection with the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
1841, uniting with others in a written communication to 
the conference, in which the reasons for withdrawal 
were fully stated. In May, 1841, an organization of 
seceding ministers was effected, under the name of the 
Wesleyan Meihodidt Church, according to a book of 



doctrines and discipline chiefly compiled by Mr. Swift. 
In May, 1843, ^ large convention of Methodists was 
held in Utica, New York, to which Mr. Swift was a 
delegate, and at which nine States were represented. 
This convention organized the Wesleyan Methodist 
Connection of America, with about one hundred and 
seventy preachers, representing eight thousand members. 
This organization absorbed that formed in Michigan two 
years before. It is needless to say that this schism 
grew out of the agitation of the slavery question in the 
church, Mr. Swift having been among the first to take 
antislavery grounds. As seen above, he was substan- 
tially the father of Wesleyan Methodism, his agitation 
of the slavery question beginning as early as 1835. In 
the conference, with none to second him, he insisted 
that the church should take such action as would show 
to the world that, in its councils, the higher law gov- 
erned. While regarding with the amplest charity those 
who differed with him, "his heart burned in him like 
a fire," and the wrongs and sufferings of the slaves 
stung every fiber of his sympathetic nature with pain. 
When such a man feels, he works, regardless of con- 
sequences. Though Mr. Swift had filled all the require- 
ments and passed a complete and satLifactory examination, 
the Bishop and conference refused to ordain him an 
elder, except upon the condition that he cease the agi- 
tation of the slavery question. The spirit of his man- 
hood arose in rebellion at the infamous proposal; he 
threw his whole soul into the warfare, and his with- 
drawal from the church became a necessity. Nothing 
could separate him from the love of liberty; and all 
cries of '•peace, peace," were answered with ** first pure, 
then peaceable." He became the subject of mob vio- 
lence, his house was burned over his head, and property 
he had gained by patient industry was destroyed by 
ruthless hands. Though not a Garrisonian abolitionist, 
Mr. Swift acted with mbst of the antislavery organiza- 
tions, prior to their being merged into the Republican 
party, in 1856. The antislavery agitation, and its 
effect upon both parties and churches, is matter of 
history, as is also the self-sacrifice of its devotees. 
Mr. Swift's work increased in its earnestness and in- 
tensity until the final overthrow of the "sum of all 
villainies." In 1865, while preaching in the Baptist' 
Church at Northville, then his residence, he was taken 
with a chill; and, being removed to the home of his 
youngest son, Dr. J. M. Swift, expired, February 19, 
after an illness of six days. His last words were, 
"Now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, accord- 
ing to thy words, for mine eyes have seen thy salva- 
tion," referring to the near close of the war and fall of 
slavery. He also said, "The great principles for which 
I labored and fought, amid reverses and persecutions, 
are now the ruling sentiment of the nation. I have . 
lived in a glorious age, and my eyes have seen the 
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powers of darkness give way before the reign of liberty 
and equality." Socially, Mr. Swift was kind, benevo- 
lent, and hospitable, of a cheerful, sanguine tempera- 
ment, and pt)ssessC(l of a consitlerable fund of humor. 
In person, he was six feet three inches in height, gaunt 
and muscular; physically dc>igned by nature to endure 
the hardships of pioneer life, and protect the brave spirit 
fighting the .long battle of reform. 




T WIFT, HON. JOHN MARCUS, of Northville, 
\\ Michigan, was born in Nankin, Wayne County, 
February 1 1, 1832. He is the grainUon of (Gen- 
eral John Swift, a prominent citi/.en of Palmyra, New 
York, and the youngest son of the Rev. Marcus Swift, 
one of the early settlers in Michigan. lli> mother wa>. 
Anna Osban<l, a daughter of Weaver Osband, a soldier 
of the Revc)lulion. His parents emigratcif to Mich- 
igan in 1826, and settled on a farm in Nankin. Here 
Doctor Swift's youth was ]>assed with such limiie<l edu- 
cational advantages a^. the pioneer days alVorded, 
and here his mother died when he was but ten vcar> 
old. His father afterwards married lluhlah ('. Peck, 
who became the boy's teacher during tlie h(»urs wlien 
he was released from farm work. His additional school 
facilities consisted of one year in the common school at 
Plymouth, and three terms at (Jriflin Academy, \'psi 
lanti, previous to his thirteenth year; and one term — 
shortened by illness induced by overwork — at college in 
his nineteenth year. Often he studied with hi> book 
fastened to the j)lough-handle, as he drove his team; 
and acquired much in the long winter evenings in his 
father's farm-housc kilclien. A retentive memorv and 



a taste for reading enabled him, in a great measure, to 
overcome the lack of early tuition. In 1S51 he com- 
menced the study of medicine. He received his diploma, 
in 1S54, from the Eclectic Medical Institute at Cincinnati, 
Ohio. Rush Medical C!ollege, Chicago, conferretl a 
degree upon him in 1864, on recommendations from 
Z. Pitcher, M. I)., of Detroit. Prof. Moses Gunn, and 
other medical men of note, in consideration of his val- 
uable contributions to current medical literature, and 
original treatment of diseases, paiticularly diplheria. 
Doctor Swift established himself in Wayne County in 
1853; and entered upon the practice of his profession in 
connection with an older brother, Dr. Orson R. Swift, 
which connection continued about three years. Doctor 
Swift, in his medical C(»urse as a student, exhibited, in 
the different departments of study, unusual j)owers of 
application, quick discernment, and ready analysis. He 
brought the'^e retjuisites, so essential to success in medi- 
cine, into his profes.sion, with a determination e\er to 
be abreast of the times. These qualifications, coupled 



with his fs/fn'i tie corps, insured him an exten.sive and 
lucrative practice, and gave him a wide reputation. In 
1S67 he was thrown from a carriage, and so severely 
injured as to be forced to retire from the more arduous 
duties of a country physician, and turn his attention to 
mercantile pursuits. He is still a leading physician in 
his section, being frequently calle<l to consult with the 
Faculty of the University, and medical men of Detroit 
and the surrounding country. He is a member of the 
Wayne County Medical Society. He aided in the organ- 
ization of the Union Medical Society of Oakland, Wayne, 
and Washtenaw counties, which he served as presiding 
officer. He has been elected a member of various other 
meilical societies, both in this country and in England. 
In 1S75 he was a <lelegatc to the -\merican Medical 
/\ssociation. In 1864 he was elected to the Legislature 

I from the Fourth District. He has been an earnest and 
active Republican from the birth of that party. Previ- 

I ous to its existence, he was an old-time abolitionist, 
and an ardent advocate of the rights of the slave. The 
outsj^oken defense of his principles gained for him in 
ciiildhoinl the eonlemptuous title of the "little nigger 

' preacher." A well-read man, not only in his profession, 
but also in much of the science, literature, and politics 

1 of the day, and ever reading and thinking, he is ready 
on all suital)le (Occasions to give utterance to his views, 
and defend them with earnestness and ability. He 
speaks easily and with emph.asis on subjects in which he 
is interested, particularly on those having a moral bear- 
ini;. At the age of ten years, he united with the 
Woleyan Methodi>t Church. He disagreed, however, 
with that l)od\ on the subject of secret societies, and, 
in maimer years, allowed his connection with it to 
lapse, lie is a member of the Mausonic Fraternity, and 
o'f the Independent Order of Odd-Fellows. In 1876, 
with his wife and daughter, he joined the Presbyterian 
Church, with the understanding that he was not required 
to assent to any doctrines but those held by all Evan- 
gelical Churches. He is the beloved teacher of the 
large and flourishing liible-class connected with that 
church, and is actively interested in Sunday-school 
work. He gives time, money, and influence to aid the 
various churches in his village; and they are indebted 
to his freedom from sectarian bias for services in Sun- 
day-schools, business and religious meetings, and in the 
choirs which have been successfully instructed by him. 
He has a good knowledge of music, and a fine tenor 
voice. He has made great sacritice in the interests of 
sacred and secular music; and to him is largely due the 
wide-spread reputation of Northville as a musical town. 
He has always been an advocate of total abstinence 
from intoxicating liquors, and has given his support to 
the temperance cause in its various phases of action. 
As a Christian physician, he has ever felt it his duty iu 
all cases of serious sickness, to know the relations of hU 
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]>atients toward their Afaker; and is often heard direct- 
ing them to Jesus Christ, and encouraging them with 
the hopes and consolations of the Gospel. In 1876 a 
commission was appointed by Governor Bagley to locate 
the State House of Correction. The commissioners were: 
Hon. H. Rich, of Ionia; Charles T. Hills, of Muskegon; 
and Hon. J. M. Swift. The work of the commission 
was satisfactorily performed by the location of the house 
at Ionia. Doctor Swift married, ('ebruary II, 1852, 
Emily B. Barker, daughter of Captain George J. Bar- 
ker, of Grand Rapids. They have one child, — Mrs. 
George A. Milne, — who inherits musical talents from 
both her parents. The orphan children of his brother, 
Dr. Orson R. Swift, of whom he was guardian during 
their minority, hold places side by side with his own 
daughter in their uncle's heart and home. Marcus G. 
B. .Swift, the nephew, resides in Fall River, Massachu- 
sets; the niece is Mrs. James A. Duhnar, of Detroit. 
Doctor Swift is a member of the School Board, and is 
active in all matters pertaining to the moral and material 
growth of Norlhville. He occupies various places of 
public and private trust, and his advice and judgment 
are highly es^leemed. He is in the prime of life, and, 
with his experience, varied acquisitions, and continued 
habits of study, may still anticipate many years of 
happy usefulness. 




MITH, EUGENE, M. D., Detroit, was born in 
11 Albany, New York, June 4, 1845, and is the son 
'^ of John S. and Elizabeth Smith. His father was 
a banker at Albany, and his paternal grandfather was, 
for sixty years, a medical practitioner in Wales, Warren 
County, Massachusetts. When Doctor Smith was quite 
young, his parents removed to Buffalo, New York, 
where he attended the public school, and also the Jesuit 
College of St. Joseph, at Black Rock. On leaving 
school, at the a^e of eighteen, he began the study of 
medicine, under Dr. Julius V. Miner, and continued 
with him for three years, attending three courses of lec- 
tures. He graduated at Buffalo College, in 1866, receiv- 
ing the degree of M-. I)., and delivering the valedictory 
address. About this time, a physician of twenty years' 
experience, in Mansfield, Tioga County, Pennsylvania, 
requested Doctor Eastman, Professor of Anatomy at the 
college, to send some one to take his place, as he had 
retired from practice. A physician well \ersed in opera- 
tive surgery was required, and Doctor Eastman selected 
Doctor Smith, whom he considered best fitted to fill the 
position, as he had enjoyed more than usual advantages 
during his connection with Dr. J. F. Miner. Doctor 
Smith remained at Mansfield two years, acquiring a large 
general practice, and doing considerable eye-j.urgery. 



The field not being sufTicipntly large for that branch of 
the profession, which he preferred, he removed to De- 
troit; at which place, for the past ten years, he has made 
the treatment of the eye and ear a specialty. After a 
practice of five years here, he went abroad, and spent 
several months in tlie leading hospitals of Europe. Doc- 
tor Smith is a member of the American Medical Associa- 
tion ; Vice-President of the State Medical Society of 
Michigan, and of the Detroit Medical Library Associa- 
tion. He was a delegate to the International Medical 
Congress held at Philadelphia, iit 1876, representing the 
State Medical .Society from the Tenth Congressional 
District. He was also a member of the International 
Opthalmological Congress held in New York City, in 
1876. He is opthalmic and aural surgeon to St. Mary's 
Hospital, and surgeon in charge of St. Mary's Free Eye 
and Ear Infirmary. He married, at Buffalo, New York, 
on the 25th of June, 1866, Miss Jennie A. Townsend, 
of that city. Doctor Smith ranks high in the regular 
profession and in his specialty, and has an extensive 
and lucrative practice. 



OtIMSON, HON. BENJAMIN GODFREY, De- 
()|j troit, was born at Dedham, Massachusetts, March 
C^^ I9i 18 1 6. He was the son of Dr. Jeremy Stinison 
and Ilopcstill Godfrey. Jeremy Stimson was a descendant 
of Andrew Stimes-son, who came from Wales, and settled 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts, in 1 634. He was de- 
scended from the royal Stuarts and Llewellyns. Hope- 
still (io<ifrey was of Puritan descent. At the age of 
sixteen, Benjamin G. Stimson went to Boston, an<l re- 
mained two years in the emplo^'ment of one of the lead- 
ing mercantile establishments there. Becoming imbued 
with a desire for travel and adventure, and having a 
decided taste for the sea, he shipi)ed, August 14, 1834, 
as a sailor on the brig *• Pilgrim," which wxs bound for 
California. He had, for his intinrate companion and 
shipmate on this cruise, Richard H. Dana, Jun., who 
gives, in his very interesting and well-known work, 
Tivo Vt'ars Before the Mast^ an accurate and vivid de- 
scription of their voyage. The now beautiful and popu- 
lous city of San Francisco was then lepresented by a 
few log-cabins, and its magnificent harbor was an occa- 
sional refuge for siorm-driven vessels. Gold, at that 
time, had not been discovered in California. The inti- 
macy thus formed by the two boys, Dana and Stimson, 
as shipmates during their cruise of two years, was one 
of continued interest. No phase or condition affords 
such ample opportunity for the thorough study of char- 
acter as life on shipboard. On Mr. Siimson's death, 
which resulted from heart disease, December 13, 1871, 
a very feeling autograph letter was addressed to his 
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ber of the Democratic party; and was known as a War [ engaged from 1809 to 1817, — except the short time 
Democrat during the late war. Since that time, he has above mentioned, — on Jefferson avenue, just below 
acted independently in politics. At the beginning of where the Michigan Exchange now stands; in a build- 
the civil war, in 1861, and during its entire existence, ing which he erected himself, then considered the best 
he gave his utmost influence to the loyal sup]>ort of the in the city, an«l known as the Truax Building, in the 
National Clovernment. When the darkest days came, sketch made in 1820 by (leorge H. Whistler. In 1817, 
and the willingness of the CJovernmont to receive aid to the regret of (leneral Cass, who had long been his 
from private citizens had been expressed, he and his friend, he moved to the present site of the village of 
wife sohl i)roperty, and deposited with the United Slates Trenton, which was originally called Truaxton, and 
Treasurer, in New York City, eight thousand dollars, which he surveyed and laid out about the year 1834. 
This sum was afterwards repaid by the United Stales, in Mr. Truax's subsequent history is mainly local, but he 
currency, with interest, at four per cent, per annum, held many positions of honor and trust in his township. 
When the Kirst Presbyterian Church, of Detroit, <livi<led Of four children, Mrs. Giles B. Slocum is the only sur- 
into three sections, in 1853, and sold this j>roperty, vivor, — a son, George B. Truax, a highly respected 
on the north-east corner of Lained street ami Wood- business man and merchant of Trenton for many years, 
ward avenue, Mr. Taylor was one of forty-three per- died in Detroit. Mrs. Slocum retains in her possession a 
sons who organized the Jefferson Avenue rresl)ytei ian number of commissions issued to her father. Among 
Church, and erected, in 1854 or 1855, the beautiful them is one from Governor Cass, making him Captain 
church edifice on Jefl'erson avenue. Soon alter the of militia in 1S18; another from the same (Governor, 
organization of the church, he was elected one of its commisNioning him Supervisor of Roads, in 1820; an 
elders; and was active in e>^taIlIislliIlg "rotary elder- apj>()inlment as Postmaster at Monguagon, by Postmaster 
ship" in that church, before it was finally sanctioned by (ieneral John McLean in 1828; an<l as Justice of the 
the General Assembly. lie has continued an elder for Peace, by ( lovernor Cass, 1830; similar commissions by 
more than twenty years, and has devoted much atten- Governor Porter, 1S33-34; and as Colonel of militia, 
tion to the interests of the oflice. He was a member by (iovernor Mason, in 1S38. These documents all 
of the (ieneral Assembly of the Preshyteiian Church of ■ hear the signatures of the persons issuing them, with 
the I'niled States, which met at Hanisburg, Penn^yl- ' other well-know n names attending them, and are intcresl- 
vania, in 1868; and participated in the discussions in ing as relics of early days in Michigan. Mr. Truax met his 
reference to the union of the <dd and new school death by the explosion of the steamer **V^ance," on the 
branches. This unimi was consummated tlie next year | Detroit Ri\ei, at Windsor, in 1844. ^'c was a man 
at Pittsburg, I'ennsylvania. I^arly in life, Mr. las lor universally loved and respected; and left his family a 
formed the habit of promising no more than lie could comfortable fortune in real estate, 
perform; in every position he has occuj)ied, he has been 
faithful to his trusts, and has maintained untarnished a 
character for integrity and efficiency. 1 1 is family con- 
sists of his wife and one surviving child, De Witt II. 
Taylor, a member of the Detroit bar. They occupy a /I IIO.MPSON, REV. OREN C, of Detroit, Mich- 
beautiful house on Alfred street, and commantl the l|j \ igan, was born in Slockbridge, Massachusetts, in 
esteem of all who know them. They are surrounded by ^^* 1806. Eight years after this, the family removed 
many comforts and luxuries, the fruits of forty years to Northern Ohio, and settled in Ravenna. In 1830 Mr. 
spent in faithful work in the city of Detroit. Thompson graduated at the Western Reserve College, 

in the first class that passed through that institution. 
About this time, he suffered a severe fit of sickness, 
from the effects of which he never fully recovered. After 
spending a year at Princeton Theological Seminary, his 
RUAX, ABRAHAM CALEB, formerly of Detr.)it. health failed, and he was obliged to leave. He took 

Michigan, was born in Sclienectady, New York. 
' in 1778. While a mere boy, he left his uncle. 
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an agency for the American Tract Society in Michigan. 
The w inter follow ing, he returned to Ohio, married Miss 

with whom he resided in the East, and came into what | Alice L. Thoni])son, of Hudson, and again went to 
was then a wilderness, first sto|»j)ijig at Delaware, ! Michigan, as agent of the American Sunday-school 
Canada, and ll.cnce coniinj; to Detroit al):)ul the year 1 Union. In these agencies, he visited every settlement, 
iSoo. He was a volunteer in the I'niteil States arniy at and almost every house then occupied. The condition 
the time of Hull's surrender, but escaped through the of these settlements will be indicated by the fact, that 
lines and went to Schenecladv. He returned to Detroit i there was then but one house in either Battle Creek, 
and resumed the mercantile business, in which he was | Marshall, or Kalamazoo; and that in the last-named 
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of study. He returned home, and remained there 
during the summer and fall. In the winter of 1856-57, 
he commenced the study of law in the office of Sidney 
1). Miller, at Detroit, and was admitted to the bar in 
1858. In 1859 he formed a law partnership with tlie 
late Hon. A. \V. liuel, which was conlinueil until Sej)- 
tember, 1862, when he entered the army, as Major of 
the 5th Michigan Cavalry. He served with this regi- 
ment, in the Army of the Potomac, until the fall of 
1863. General Trowbridge took part in the battle of 
Gettysburg, in which, while leading a charge of his 
battalion, his horse was killed under him. At t)ie close 
cf the Gettysburg campaign, he was seized with a low 
fever, which continued for six weeks. During his illness, 
he was promoted from Major of the 5th Michigan Cav- 
alry, to Lieutenant-Colonel of the loth Michigan Cav- 
alry, which promotion dated from August 25, 1863. He 
went, with his regiment, to Kentucky and Kast Ten- 
nessee; and, on the 25th of July, 1864, was promoted to 
the rank of Colonel. During the summer of 1S64, he 
was stationed at Strawberry Plains, I!a->t rcnne.->sec. 
While here, he N\as ordered to buiUl a fort for the pro- 
tection of the large railr<.)ad biid^c Incalcil at this point; 
the work was successfully accon»j)lishcd, and the lort 
proved to be of great value on l\v(j occasions during the 
fall of that year. On the 20th of January, 1065, he was 
appointed Provost-Marshal General of Ka>.t Tennessee, 
to relieve General S. P. Caiier. After oceup\ing this 
position two months, he asked to be rtlievetl, in order 
to join a cavalry expedition which was then being or- 
ganized by General Stoneman, for operations in \'irginia 
and South Carolina, (ieneral Trowbridge took an active 
part in that expedition, and in the i)ursuit of Jefferson 
Davis. While in the enemy's country, -cut (.ff from 
all supplies for a period of sixty-live davs, — he marched 
nearly two thousand miles. It can truthfully be said 
that, during the entire war, no enterprise of equal im- 
portance, and which accomplished so much, attracted so 
little attention as the Stoneman raid of 1865. The pen 
of the future historian, in recording the events of the 
late civil war, will surely accord to that exi)edition the 
degree of eminence which it justly deserves. Hy this 
raid, one railroad was thoroughly disabled for a distance 
of one hundred and twenty-hve miles; another broken 
in several places; millions of dollars worth of army sup- 
plies and other property captureil and destroyed; tlie large 
depot of supplies, at Salisbury, captured; one thousand 
and one hundred prisoners of war, and nineteen pieces 
of artillery taken; and many prisoners [)aroIed who had 
been under the command <»f General Lee. l'i)on the 
return of General Trovvbiitlge, he vvar> assigned to the 
command of a biigade in the Cavalry Division of Kast 
Tennessee, which position he held until he was mustered 
out of service, at the expiration of his term, — Sei)leniber 
I, 1865. Previous to this, however, he was brevelted 



Brigadier-General, and Major-General, for gallant and 
meritorious conduct. At the close of the war. General 
Trowbridge settled at Knoxville, Tennessee, and re- 
mained there until the spring of 1868. He then returned 
to Detroit, where he has since continued to reside. In 
1866 he received the degree of A. M., from the trustees 
of Yale College. In 1873 ^^ ^'^ appointed, by Gov- 
ernor Bagley, Inspector-General of the Michigan State 
troops, which position he held for four years. In August, 
1875, ^^'ithout any previous intimation, he was appointed 
to the responsible office of Collector of Internal Revenue 
for the First Michigan District; which position he still 
occupies. For twenty-four years, he has been a member 
of the Congregational and Presbyterian churches. In 
politics, he is a Republican. He married, April 8, 1862, 
a daughter of the late Hon. A. W. Buel, of Detroit. 
Mrs. Trowbridge is a lady of rare accomplishments, 
taking rank among the best performers on the organ 
and violin. 



I ROWliKIlKJK, CHARLES C, Detroit, was born 
'.■\ in Albany, New York, December 29, 1800, and is 
y the son of Luther Trowbridge, of Massachusetts, 
who served with credit as an officer in the Revolutionary 
War, and who subse(iuently settled in the State of New 
York. At the age of twelve years, he became a clerk 
with llo^;a:io Ross, of Owego, New York, and remained 
there until 1S19, when he removed to the Territory of 
Michigan, settling in the city of Detroit, with which he 
has ever since been intimately identified. From 1819 to 
1825, he held various positions of trust under Thomas 
Rowland and Governor Lewis Cass. With the latter he 
was on the most intimate terms of friendship; and, in 
many negotiations with the Indians, he was invested by 
Governor Cass with large discretion. Having acquired 
a knowledge of various Indian dialects, he was enabled 
to render considerable service to the Government. When 
General Cass became Secretary of W'ar, he invited Mr. 
Trowbridge to take a leading position in that depart- 
ment; but his disinclination for office compelled him to 
decline the offer. In 1825 he was appointed Cashier of 
the Hank of Michigan, v^hich, at that time, was the only 
bank north of Cincinnati and west of Roche.ster, New 
York, and held this position for ten years. In 1834 he 
was Mayor of Detroit, during which time the city suf- 
fered severely from cholera, and the duties of the office 
were performed with great danger and discomfort. In 
1S37 he was the Whig candidate for Governor of Michi- 
gan, but was defeated by a small majority by Stevens 
T. Mason, who had previously held the office of Gov- 
ernor of the Territory by appointment of the President. 
In 1839 he became President of the Bank of Michigan, 
and so continued during its existence; from 1844 to 
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1854, he was President of the Michigan State Bank. In 
1853 he became the Secretary, Treasurer, and resident 
Director of the Detroit and Milwaukee Railroad Com- 
pany; and was elected President of the company in 1863. 
He retained this office until 1875, ^'hen, the company 
having passed into the hands of a receiver, he was ap- 
pointed by the Wayne Circuit Court to that office, which 
he continues (1878) to hold. Mr. Trowbridge has been 
a member of the Episcopal Church from his youth; and 
has been a member of the standing committee of the 
diocese since 1833, having been elected to this position 
at every successive annual ipeeting of the diocese. He 
has also been chosen lay delegate to every general con- 
vention of the church since 1835, ^"^ ^^ ^^^ oldest lay 
delegate of that body. 




rOIGT, EDWARD, W., of Detroit, Michigan, was 
1^ born in Dobein, Saxony, Germany, April 5, 1844. 
His father, C. W. Voigt, came to America in 
1854, and settled in Madison, Wisconsin, where he was 
engaged in the manufacture of lager beer for some time, 
meeting with considerable success. He afterwards moved 
to Milwaukee and engaged in shipping on the lakes, 
having purchased several vessels. Edward W. Voigt, 
his son, received a good (Jerman education before he 
came to this country ; but, being fond of books and 
quick to learn, he completed the course of study in the 
Madison public schools, attended the University of Wis- 
consin, and took a full course of instruction at a com- 
mercial college. He was of an adventurous disposition, 
and, on his father's removal to .Milwaukee, went by sea 
to California, and spent a year on the Pacific coast, sail- 
ing between Vancouver's Island and Mexico, Return- 
ing home in 1864, he was second mate in his father's 
schooner, "Columbian." The following winter he 
studied navigation at Boston, Massachusetts, and during 
the next season was master of the "Columbian," which 
sailed between Buffalo and Chicago, being then the 
youngest captain on the lakes. In the meantime, his 
father, having found the shipping business unprofitable, 
sold out, and established a brewery in Detroit for the 
manufacture of lager beer. In 187 1 Mr. Voigt, having 
acquired a knowledge of the details uf the business 
during boyhood, succeeded his father, and is now the 
sole proprietor of the brewery. By enter]>rise, thorough 
system, and careful supervision of his extensive business, 
he has, in the course of a few years, become the largest 
and best-known brewer in the State. The first year two 
thousand barrels were manufactured; but the demand 
has steadily increased, and now he makes and sells 
eighteen thousand barrels of b^icr every year in Mich- 



igan and the adjoining States. Mr. Voigt is a member 
of the National Brewers' Association, and also of various 
local societies. He has a genial, generous, social nature 
which has won him many friends. He piarried, in 1871, 
Miss Bertha Dramburg, of Detroit. They have four 
children. 




ERNOR, BENJAMIN, Insurance Agent, of De- 
^; troit, was born in Albany, New York, October 23, 
''^'^^ 1820. His father was John T. Vernor, whose 
ancestors came from Ireland about the year 1700, and 
settled in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. His mother's father, 
Jeremiah Smith, was a native of Claverack, New York, 
and was born, January i, 1761. Mr. Vernor's educa- 
tion was received at the Albany Academy. In 1839 he 
went to Oswego, New York, and engaged in mercantile 
business; and, in 1840, removed to Detroit. Remain- 
ing there a few months, he went to Marshall, Michigan, 
as manager of De Graff & Townsend's hardware store. 
In 1843 he went to Jackson, Michigan, to take charge 
of the contract for the same firm, at the State-prison, 
in the manufacture of stone and hollow-ware. Upon the 
death of Mr. Townsend, the junior partner of the firm, 
in 1846, he returned to Detroit as the chief clerk of Mr. 
H. De Graff, the surviving partner. He soon after 
entered into partnership with his employer and Silas N. 
Kendrick, in the hardware and machinery business, 
which was continued until it was merged into the 
Detroit Locomotive Works, of which Mr. Vernor was 
Secretary and Treasurer until 1852. In that year, he 
retired from this business, and, in partnershij) with E. 
A. Lansing, engaged in the insurance agency. The 
latter left the lirm at the end of the year; and, since 
that time, Mr. Vernor has acted, not only as local, but 
as general agent of Michigan, for various insurance 
companies, having built up an extensive business. Mr. 
Vernor was connected with the volunteer fire depart- 
ment from the time he first came from Detroit, and, 
before the era of steam fire-engines, held the offices of 
Secretary and President of the department. In April, 
1870, he became a member of the Board of Fire Commis- 
sioners of the city of Detroit, which appointment he 
still holds. He has given much of his time and labor 
towards making the department one of the best in the 
country; and its excellence is due, in no small degree, 
to the zeal of the Commissioners in their work. He 
has been, for a number of years, a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Merchants' and Mechanics' 
Bank, of Detroit; also a Director in the Eureka Iron 
Company. During the civil war, he interested himself 
greatly in the welfare and comfort of the soldiers in 
the field, and was appointed, by Governor Blair, as Relief 
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Agent. He established a supply depot in Detroit, for 
the reception of articles of comfort and luxury for the 
soldiers, which were forwarded by Mr. Vernor to the 
diflerent Michigan regiments in the field. In his early 
years, Mr. Vernor affiliated with the Whig party; and, 
of late, has been an active Republican, though he has 
been in no sen!>e a politician. 




|AN DYKE, PHILIP J. D., of Detroit, was born 
k in Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan, on the 
{^ 28th of June, 1843. He is the second son of 
Hon. James A. and Elizabeth (Dcsnoyer) Van Dyke. 
His father was a leading member of the Detroit bar, 
whose reputation extended not only through Michigan, 
but to the adjoining Slates. He died at Detroit in 
1855. Mr. Van Dyke entered St. jolm's College, at 
Fordham, Westchester County, New York, in 1S57, an<l 
graduated in June, 1S63, receising a gold nied.il. given 
for the best e.ssay, the •subject being Daniel O'Comiell. 
After his graduation, he returned to Delri)it, and 
entered, as a student, the law ofVKeof Hon. (ieorgc V. N. 
Lothrop, where he remained three years. After an 
examination before a full bench of the Supreme Court, 
he was admitted to practice ar> an attorney and coun- 
selor at law. In 1868 he was elected l'ro>ecuting Attor- 
ney for the county of Wayne, and was re-elected in 
1870. He filled the position, not only with great credit 
to himself, but also with entire satisfaction to the pt-ople. 
Mr. Van Dyke has been President of the St. Anthony's 
Orphan Asylum, of Detroit, and of the Lafayette 
Socictc de Hienfaisance. He is a member of the Roman 
Catholic Church. He was married, September 4, 1867, 
to Marion King, daughter of Daniel King, of Green 
Bay, Wisconsin. She died on the 24lh of July, 1868. 
November 15, 1870, he married Sarah Hecson, daughter 
of Hon. Jacob Heeson, of Detroit. Four .sons have 
been bom to them, three of whom are living. Mr. 
Van i)yke i^ in)w actively engaged in the practice of 
law, and is associated with Mr. H. F. lirownson. 
Although still young, he has attained to some eminence 
at the bar, and is an attorney of considerable prominence. 
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ALKKR, HON. EDWARD CARKV, Lawyer, 

^ii I ^^ Detrnit, wa'i born at Butternuts, ( )t'^ego 
*'^^.' County, New York, July 4, 1S20. His father 
was Stephen Walker, of Providence, Kluxle Island; 
and his mother was Lydia ((iardiier) Walker, of Nan- 
tucket, Massachusetts. Mr. Walker is the youngest in 
a family of thirteen children, eight of whom are now 



living. When eleven years of age, he went to Hamil- 
ton, .Madison County, New York, to live with an older 
brother, Ferdinand Walker, now of Brooklyn. He 
received fine educational advantages at Hamilton 
Academy, under the instruction of Prof. Zenas Morse 
and Nathan Bishop, the latter of whom is now a dis- 
tinguished citizen of New York City. Upon his fifteenth 
birthday, he accepted an offer from William J. 
McAlpine, then resident engineer on the Chenango 
Canal, to enter his corps as a rodman. He became 
greatly interested in engineering, and pursued it faith- 
fully for two years. As he was about to be transferred 
to the Black River Canal, he was thrown from a buggy, 
receiving injuries which prevented a return to the field. 
In 1837 he went to Detroit, Michigan, to visit his 
sister, Mrs. Alexander C. .McGraw. His brother-in-law, 
seeing that he was unable to continue the practice of 
engineering, offered to educate him for a profession. 
Mr. Walker studied three years at Detroit, most of the 
time under the instruction of C. W\ Fitch, I). I)., 
Principal ("f the Branch University. No pains were 
spare<l in tilting him for \'ale Ciille^je, which he entered, 
as a Junior, in 1S40. lie graduated in 1842, in the 
class with the late Prof. James Hadley and Prof. Z. A. 
Porter, and at once began the study of law, which he 
continued for three years. During the first and third 
years, he studied with the distinguished firm of Joy & 
Porter; he spent the second year at the Cambridge 
Law .School, under the tutorage of Judge Story and 
Professor (Ireenleaf. Among his classmates were An.son 
Burlinganie and Rutherford B. Hayes. In 1845 he was 
admitted to the bar at Detroit, and has ever since been 
engaged in the practice of his profession. After a legal 
practice of five years, during which time he was alone, 
he st)licited his next older brother, Charles I. Walker, — 
now Judge Walker, of Detroit, — to become his partner. 
They carried on a successful business for several years, 
under the firm name of C. I. & E. C. Walker, when 
.Alfred Russell united with the firm, which was then 
changed to Walkers & Russell. C. I. Walker afterwards 
withdrew, to become professor in the law school; and 
Mr. Russell retired from the firm on his election as 
United States District Attorney. Mr. Walker then 
received Charles A. Kent as partner, and the present 
firm o( Walker & Kent was formed in 1862. In 1863 
Mr. Walker was elected a Regent of the University for 
a term of two years. In 1865 he was re-elected for 
eight years; and, in 1S73, he was again elected, having 
been Chairman of the Executive Committee during the 
whole period. In 1867 he was elected a member of the 
Legislature, and became Chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee of the House. Mr. Walker's parents were 
members of the Society of Friends, but he became a 
Presbyterian in early youth, and has been an elder in 
the Fort Street Presbyterian Church since 1854. He 




^J i^^^^c^._ 



I 

i 



> ■ % 



• 



t I 



, I 



» > 



I ( 



1 



• \ 



i ^ 



REPRESENTATIVE MEN OF MICHIGAN. 



M7 



was formerly a Whig, and afterwards became a Repub- 
lican. He was present at a meeting in Detroit, in 1854, 
of a dozen persons, who planned to organize a new 
party, which was soon afterwards christened "Repub- 
lican," at the Jackson convention. Mr. Walker married, 
June 16, 1852, Miss Lucy Bryant, only daughter of 
Deacon Abner Bryant, of Buffalo, New York. They 
have two children, — a son and a daughter, — the former 
of whom, Bryant Walker, is a graduate of the Michigan 
University, in the class of 1876. 
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f ALKER, HON. CHARLES L, of Detroit, Mich- 



ijs igan, was born at Butternuts, Otsego County, 
^ New York, April 25, 1814. His grandfather, 
Ephraim Walker, was born in 1735; and married Pris- 
cilla Rawson, a lineal descendant of Edward Rawson, 
who graduated from Harvard College in 1653; for 
nearly forty years, was Secretary of the Colony of Mas- 
sachusetts; and was especially noted for his effective 
opposition to the usurpations of Dudley. Ephraim 
Walker built a family mansion on the corner of West- 
minster and Walker streets. Providence, Rhode Island, 
where the father of the subject of this sketch was 
born, in 1765; and married Polly Campbell, in 1790. 
She diod in 1795, leaving two children. In 1796 he 
married Lydia Gardner, a Quakeress, of Nantucket, by 
whom he had eleven children, one of whom is Charles 
I. W^alker. The youngest of these thirteen children 
lived to be more than twenty-one years of age before a 
death occurred among them. In 181 2 his father, who 
was a housewright, emigrated from Providence, Rhode 
Island, to Butternuts, New York. The Book of Walkers 
says, "He was a man of fair abilities, sterling good 
sense; honest, temperate, and remarkably industrious. 
He labored for the education of his family; and his 
ambition was to train them in paths of honor, useful- 
ness, and piety." The same book records of his mother 
that she "was strong in person and character; a woman 
of inexhaustible energy and resources; and the care of 
thirteen children sat lightly upon her." Charles Walker's 
education was acquired in the district school of his 
native village, with the exception of one term spent at 
a select school in Utica. When sixteen years of age he 
began teaching, and, a few months later, entered a store 
which was connected with a cotton factory, near Coop- 
erstown, where he remained four years. In the fall of 

1834, he made his first trip to Michigan, passing through 
the State on his way to St. Joseph. In the spring of 

1835, ^c engaged in the mercantile business, at Coopers- 
town, but sold out .the following year to try his fortune 
in the West, having been appointed as agent to look 
after Western lands, and aid in making further invest- 



ments. After visiting Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Iowa, he mcide Grand Rapitls his place of residence, it 
being a village of five or six hundred inhabitants. He 
made investments for other parties, in some of which 
he was interested, and spent much time in the woods 
"land looking." In the fail of 1836, he was elected a 
member of the convention called to consent to the terms 
proposed by Congress for the admission of Michigan 
into the Union. The convention met at Ann Arbor in 
the following December. The suspension of specie pay- 
ments in the spring of 1837, and the financial crash 
that followed, put an end to further investments in real 
estate, and proved most disastrous to those already made. 
He then turned his attention to other business, becom- 
ing editor and proprietor of the Grand River Times, but 
sold out after two years' experience, finding it unprofit- 
able. In 1838 he was elected Justice of the Peace, 
and, as such, tried a large number of cases. During 
the same year, he began the study of law under the 
direction of the late Chief-Justice Martin, his fellow 
students being Judges Withey and Holmes, of Grand 
Rapids. In 1840, he wxs elected a Representative to 
the Legislature from the district comprising the counties 
of Kent, Ionia, and Ottawa, and the territory north of 
them. That term of the Legislature contained many 
of the leading men of the State; among whom were 
John S. Barry, John J. Adams, Warner Wing, Kinslty 
S. Bingham, and John S. Biddle. The session was one 
of great interest and importance. Early in the fall of 
1841, he removed to Springfield, Massachusetts, — his 
object being to complete his law studies. He entered 
the office of Hon. Henry Morris, who afterwards became 
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas in that Slate. 
In the Spring of 1842, he ei^tered the office of Hon. 
Don Bradley, of Bratllcboro, Vermont, who was a 
lawyer of distinguished ability. In the following Sep- 
tember, Mr. Walker was admitted to the bar, and at 
once entered into partnership with Mr. Bradley. In 
1845, Hon. Daniel Kellogg, of Rockingham, Vermont, 
was elected Judge of the Supreme Court; and Mr. 
Walker took his practice and business, remaining there 
three years. Upon the completion of the railroad to 
Bellows' Falls, Vermont, he removed to that point. By 
this time he had acquired a large practice, which ex- 
tended into the adjacent counties. In June, 185 1, he 
returned to Michigan, and entered into partnership with 
his brother, E. C. Walker, at Detroit. In July, 1853, 
Alfred Russell was admitted to the firm, which was 
changed to Walkers & Russall. The firm was engaged 
in collections and commercial business, as well as in liti- 
gation, and Mr. Walker desired to devote himself prin- 
cipally to the examination and argument of law questions; 
hence he withdrew from the firm in January, 1857, since 
which time he has practiced his profession alone. Soon 
after coming to Detroit, he became interested in the 
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study of its early history. In 1854, while President of 
the Young Men's Society, he delivered the opening 
lecture of the course, taking for his subject, **The Early 
History of Detroit," in the preparation of which he 
received valuable informalion from tiencral Cass. In 
1857 he united, with others, in the reorganization of the 
Historical Society of Michigan, and became its Corre- 
sjH)nding Secretary. lie read before the society many 
interesting pa|>ers relating to the early history of Detroit 
and Michigan. In July, 1858, on the one hundred and 
liflv-seventh anniversary of the founding of Detroit, he 
delivered an elaborate address on ''De La Motte Cadillac 
and the First Ten Years of Detroit." This was followed 
by papers on **The Early Jesuits in Michii^an;" "Mich- 
igan from 1796 to 1805;" ••The Civil Adniini^tralion 
of (ieneral Hull;" and several minor pai)ors. In 1S71 
he read before the Historical S(»cicly of \Vi^c•^)n^i^ a | 
paper on ••The North-we.-.t During the Kevolulion," , 
which contained many intere>Mn<; facts not f^und in . 
print elsewhere. Mr. \Valkcr\ ta>te for historical re- ; 
search has led to the collection *)( a choice library of 
books and manuscrij)tN nl.iling to the caily history of i 

Detroit and the .\orth-west. Ik- bcc.mic a mcnibcr of . 

I 

the IJoard of Education in 1S55, and ha> been a.liNclyj 
connected wi:h it for >evtMal \eai>. In the ^-piing of, 
'859t he was appointed one ol the prole>sors of the law 1 
department in the Michigan rni\ei«»ily. Afur ha\i::g 
held this position for lilteen \ears, his constantly in- 
creasing practice compelletl liim to resign. On the death 
of Judge Witherell, in lS()7. Mr. Walter wa^ ai)poin!ed, 
by Ciovernor Crajio, as Judge of the Wayne Circuit 
Court, to fill the vacancy. A proposition to increase 
the salaries of Circuit Judges, was j^ending in the Con- 
stitutional Convention, which m as then in se>Nion, but, 
upon its rejection by the ])eoplc the follo\\ ing spring, 
Mr. Walker resigned, having held the otVice about ten 
nu)nths. Under a jirovision of a joint resolution of the 
Legislature, in 1869, he was appointed, by (lovernor 
IJaldwin, one of the commissioners to examine the penal, 
reformatory, and charitable institutions in Michigan; 
visit such institutions in other States, and report the 
results to the (Governor. The commissioners, after 
making extensive examinations, subujitled an elaborate 
re|)orl, containing many suggestions, which led to the 
passage of a law creating a Hoard of State Charities, 
of which Mr. Walker was apj^nnte^l a member. He 
has been its chairman from the first. lie has twice 
represented this Hoard in National Prison Reform Con- 
gresses; at Baltimore, in 1S72; and at St. Louis, in 
1S74. He was a member and assistant nunlerator of 
the somewhat famous ♦♦ Ilrooklyn Council." Owing to 
the influences of his (Quaker home, Mr. Walker was an 
earnest opponent of slavery. When twenty-one years 
of age, he was a member of the antislavery convention 
at Utica, New York, which was broken up by a mob, 



but reassembled at Peterboro, by the invitation of 
Gcrrit Smith. Upon removing to Michigan, he became 
identified with the Democratic party, and has been con- 
nected with it ever since. He sympathizes with the 
principles of that party favoring free trade, and oppos- 
ing the centralization of power in the General Govern- 
ment, but was not satisfied with its position on the 
slavery question. He acted with the Free-soil party in 
1848, supporting Martin Van Durcn against General 
Cass. In 1854 he openly and actively opposed the re- 
election of David Stuart to Congress, on account of his 
course on the slavery question. During the Rebellion, 
he gave his hearty support to aid in its suppression. 
He was educate<l in the faith of the Quakers, but, upon 
leaving home when sixteen years of age, he was thrown 
among Presbyterians, and became a member of that 
church. He gave his aid in organizing an Episcopal 
Church, at Grand Rapids, became one of its officers, 
and a regular attendant while he was a resident of the 
place. He attended the Congregational Church during 
his residence in Vermont; and, on removing to Detroit, 
he becanje a member of the First Congregational Church 
of that place. He has no strong denominational feel- 
ings, bis church relationshij)s having been principally 
determine<l by circumstances. April 12, 1838, he mar- 
ried Mary A. Hinsdale, sister of Judge Mitchell Hins- 
dale, an early and j>rominent settler of Kalamazoo 
County. " She died in February, 1864. In May, 1865, 
he niarrie<l Klla I'letcher, daughter of Rev. Dr. Fletcher 
of Towiishend, Vermont. 




ITHERELL, HON. JAMES, late of Detroit, 
Michigan, was born in Mansfield, Massachu- 
^ setts, June 16, 1759. His ancestors emigrated 
from England soon after the arrival of the ** Mayflower." 
In June, 1775, after the battle of Bunker Hill, he vol- 
unteered, with his townsmen, to go to the siege of 
Boston. After the British had been compelled to evac- 
uae Boston, he served, during the war, with the grand 
army, until it disbanded at Nevvburg, New York, in 
1783. He was at the battles of White Plains, Long 
Island, Stillwater, Bemis Heights, and at the surrender 
of r.urgoyne, at Saratoga. He was in camp at Valley 
I'orge (luiing the terrible winter of starvation and suf- 
feiing; and, in the following summer, was at the battle 
of Monmouth. He also bore a part in many actions of 
lesser note. In the battle of White Plains, he was 
severely wounded. He entered the army as a private 
soldier, and rose to the rank of Adjutant of the llth 
Massachusetts Regiment. On being mustered out of 
service, in 1783, he found himself in possession of sev- 
enty dollars in Continental money. He then settled in 



/ .■(• 



;; 




i^ 



Uu^^ 



REPRESENTATIVE MEN OF MICHIGAN. 



149 



Connecticut, and studied medicine. About the year 
1788, he removed to Vermont, where he practiced his 
profession. In 1789 he married Miss Amy Hawkins, 
youngest daughter of Charles Hawkins, a lineal de- 
scendant of Roger Williams. Judge Witherell, in early 
life, held many offices. He was Associate and Chief- 
Justice of the County Court of Rutland County, mem- 
ber of the Governor's Council, and of the Legislature. 
In 1807 he was elected to Congress, from the Rutland 
district, and had the pleasure of voting for the act abol- 
ishing the slave trade, which was passed in 1808. While 
in Congress, he was appointed, by President Jefferson, 
one of the Judges of the Supreme Court of the Territory 
of Michigan. Soon after, resigning his seat in Congress, 
he started for his new field of labor, which was then a 
vast wilderness, containing about three thousand white 
inhabitants, scattered along the margins of the lakes 
and the mouths of the rivers. The duties of the office 
were arduous; the Governor and Judges constituted the 
Legislature of the Territory, and were also required to 
act as a land Board in adjusting old land claims, and 
in laying out the new city, Detroit. In 1810 Judge 
Witherell removed his family, consisting of his wife and 
six children, from P'air Haven to Detroit; but the hos- 
tilities of the Indians, who were hovering around De- 
troit in vast numbers, induced Mrs. Witherell to return, 
with the younger children, to Vermont, where they 
remained from the autumn of 181 1 until 1817. In 1812, 
when war was declared with England, Judge Witherell, 
who, in the absence of Governor Hull, was the only 
Revolutionary officer in the Territory, was appointed to 
command the ** Legion " ordered out to defend the Ter- 
ritory. He was soon after appointed to command a 
battalion of volunteers. He remained in the defense of 
Detroit until its surrender. He felt so keenly the humili- 
ating position in which he and his followers were placed, 
that he broke his sword to save himself the mortification 
of surrendering it. His son, James C. C. Witherell, an 
officer in the volunteer service, and his son-in-law. Colo- 
nel Joseph Watson, were made prisoners of war with 
him; and as such they were sent to Kingston, Canada 
West. They were there paroled, and rejoined their 
family in West Poultney, Vermont. After having been 
Territorial Judge for a period of twenty years, he ex- 
changed the office for that of Secretary of the Territory. 
At one time he was also acting Governor. In 181 5 he 
bought what is now known as the Witherell farm, where 
he resided until 1836, — his house standing among the 
pear trees, near the bank of the river, at the foot of 
Dequindre street. For a year or two previous to his 
death, his residence was on the Campius Martius, the 
present site of the Detroit Opera-house. Judge With- 
erell died at his home in Detroit, January 9, 1838. 
Both Houses of the Legislature, then in session, and 
the bar of the Supreme Court of Michigan, presided 



over by Hon. Henry Chipman, passed resolutions of 
mourning and respect. In Lauman's Congressiimal Dic^ 
tionary^ Judge Witherell is spoken of as a man of strong 
native powers of mind. He possessed a positive char- 
acter, as his career indicates; genial humor, warm friend- 
ship, unquestioned integrity, and much literary taste. 
Three children survived him: Judge B. F. H. Witherell, 
Mrs. E. Hurd, and Mrs. Thomas Palmer; all have since 
died. One son, James B. Witherell, died while a mid- 
shipman on board the United States ship "Peacock," 
on a trip from Havana to Hampton Roads. Another 
son and one daughter, Mrs. Joseph Watson, died in 
Vermont. 




rWNE, JAMES B., Engine-Builder, of Detroit, 
Michigan, was born in Nottingham, England, 
r<^'-^<^ April 29, 1825. He attended the schools of 
Nottingham and Birmingham ; and, at the latter place, 
learned the trade of iron-worker and machinist. At the 
age of twenty-two, he emigrated to America, landing at 
Boston, where he remained one year. At the end of 
that time, he removed to Detroit, and engaged in the 
manufacture of steam-engines, with the firm of John- 
ston, Wayne & Co. Later, he became half owner and 
general manager of the Fulton Iron and Engine Works, 
in the same city. This firm has engaged largely in the 
manufacture of steam-engines aiid mill and railroad 
machinery. Mr. W^ayne has constantly employed from 
fifty to two hundred men. He is a master of his trade; 
hundreds who have learned the business from him, now 
command the highest wages given in any shops in the 
country. Mr. W'ayne is a Republican, but has never 
sought nor held any public office. He is a disciple of 
the teachings of Emanuel Swedenborg, and is an active 
member of the New Church. 




ILKINSON, ALBERT HAMILTON, Detroit, 
t| was born at Novi, Oakland County, Michigan, 
^* November 19, 1834. He is the second son of 
James and Elizabeth (Yerkes) Wilkinson, both of whom 
are now deceased. In his father's family were seven 
children, of whom three, besides Albert, are now living. 
Mr. Wilkinson attended the common .schools; and after- 
wards, for a time, the State Normal School, at Vpsi- 
lanti. In 1855 he entered the Michigan University, 
graduating from the classical course of that institution 
in 1859. While pursuing his studies, he spent some 
time in teaching in the public schools at Lodi, Centre- 
ville, and Ann Arbor, Michigan. He married, on the 
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4lh day of July, 1859, Elvira M. Allen, who is still 
living. The winter of 1850-60 he spent as a student in 
the law school at the Michigan University; and was 
admitted to the bar in 1S60. He commenceil practice 
ill Tonliac. In the fall of 1861, he removed to Detroit, 
where he has since continued to rcNide. lie at once 
opened a law oflice in Detroit, and soon acquired a suc- 
cessful and lucrative ])ractice, which he has since re- 
tained. In the fall of 1872, Mr. Wilkinson was elected 
Judge of Prohate for Wayne County on the Republican 
ticket; and held the position until January i, 1877, 
N\ hen he resumeil the practice of law. lie ha«> always 
been a Republican, taking an active interest in the 
political affairs of his city, connty, and Stale, tlioiigh 
never seeking office f«)r him<Nelf. .Mr. and Mr>. Wilkin- 
son are members of the First naj)tist Church of Detroit, 
and bear a ])rominent j>art in the mainlcnaiue of that 
bo<ly. Mr. Wilkinson has spec i.illy inieri'-vlo«l him>clf 
in the Sabbath-sch<ml, having lieM tlie p()>ilion of 
Superintendent for several year>. Ili>. reiuitalion in 
the community is thar r>f an upiighl. con-Ni^tent. C hii>.- 
tian gentleman; an hont.U, 1 am -takinj;. con-cieniiou-, 
lawyer; a good neighbor, and a Inni Irieiul. lie ha- 
received many important trulls, e-pccialls llio^e rtlating 
to the management of estate^; and lia>. tilled the^e faith- 
fully and honorably. 



JJJT;eTMORE, FREDERICK. Merchant, of Dc- 
1|I troil, was born at White-.town, Omida County, 

^^^ V New ^'ork, August 7, 1813. lie is the ^on <if 
Amos Wetmore and Lucy Olmstead, wh«) were both 
natives of Connecticut, whence ihey removed, soon after 
the close of the war of the Revolulii)n, in c»>nipany with 
the family of Judge While. Mr. Wetmore was the 
ei"hih chiM of a family of nine, — six bovs and three 
girls. His father was a farmer and mill-owner, carrying 
on both grist and saw mill. Mr. Wetmore was br«)ught 
up on his father's homestead, doing valuable service in 
summer, and attending schof)l during the winter. He 
went tlirough the preparatory course for college, but ill 
health j)re\enled him from j)ur'suing his studies further. 
At the age of sc\enleen, he went to Pittsburg, and 
acted as clerk for his older brother, who was engaged 
in the crockery business there. In 1836 he entered the 
transportation busine«-» at Pittsburg, on his own account, 
continuing in tliat line until the fall of 1S41. About 
this lime, in traveling to New York, he fornied the 
ac<|uaiMlance of two English gentlenu'ii, manufacturers 
of crockery in England. 1 liey j)roposcd to join him in 
business in Detroit; and an arrangement was made by 
which they shipped their goods to him for sale. In 
1844 he boijijlit out the interests of his English partners, 



and conducted the business alone for ten years, when his 
ne])hew and present partner, Mr. C. II. Wetmore, joined 
him, and became one of the firm of F. Wetmore & Co. 
For a period of thirty-seven years, the name of Mr. 
Wetmore has been familiar to the people of .Michigan, 
both in busine.ss circles, and in social and moral enter- 
prises. He has, however, never sought nor held any 
political office. He was an old-line Whig, and has been 
a Republican since the formation of that party. His 
name is as.sociated with some of the leading insurance 
companies as a Director. Mr. Wetmore is a Presbyte- 
rian, and a regular attendant upon that form of wor- 
ship. He has been twice married. His first wife was 
Cornelia P. Willard, a niece of Judge Piatt, a former 
resident of Detroit. They were married at Albany, 
New York, in 1845; Mrs. Wetmore died in 1848, leav- 
ing one son, Edward W. Wetmore, who is at present 
Prores>or of Chemistry and Philosophy in the Detroit 
High School. His second marriage was in 1850, to 
Anna Mary Curtenius, (jf l.ockport. New York; she is 
a lineal descendant of Peler IJ. Curtenius, of Kevolu- 
tioiiary fame, who letl the assault on the monument of 
, (le«)rgc lY., in Howling (Ireen, in the city of New 
York. They have h.id six children, one of whom, Calh- 
eiine P.nu e, died in August, 1876. Mr. W^etmore, dur- 
ing early life, traveled extensively in the United States; 
ami, some years ago, made an extended tour in Europe. 
lie came to Detroit a perfect stranger; but relatives, 
friends, and a fair pr(»portion of this world's goods, have 
come to him as ihc fruits of a life of industry and integ- 
lity. Aside from lu> mercantile business, he has dealt 
largely in real estate, at present owning property in 
Detroit and Chicago, and a farm five miles from the 
fiirnier city. Now, at the age of sixty-five, Mr. Wet- 
more is a fair representative of a gentleman of the old 
school. 



Tinder, JOHN, of Detroit, was born at Union- 
;|: tt.wn, Fayette County, Pennsylvania, in 1805. 
His father, James Winder, was a native of 
Yirginia; and his mother was a native of Hunterdon 
County, New Jersey. He received a thorough English 
education in his native town. In 1S24 he left home, for 
Detroit, in the employment of Major Thomas Rowland, 
who was then i'nited States Marshal for the Territory 
of Michigan, United States Pension Agent, County 
Clerk, and Justice of the Peace. Mr. Winder succeeded 
K. C. Trowbridge as Clerk in Major Rowland's office. 
In 1826 he was appointed Clerk of the Supreme Court 
of the TeniUjry of Michigan, and held the office until 
1840. In 1837 he was appointed Clerk of the United 
States Circuit and United Slates District Courts for 
Michigan. He held both offices until 1848, when he 
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resigned the clerkship of the District Court, and retained 
that of the Circuit Court until April. 1870, in which 
year he retired. He held the ofhce of Ciiy Clerk of 
Detroit, from 1832 to 1836. In his early life, he was 
prominently identified with the militia of the Stale, and 
held the office of Aid-de-camp, with the rank of Colo- 
nel, on the staffs of Governors Mason, Horner, and Por- 
ter. He was a member of tlie celebrated " IJrady 
Guards," of Detroit, from theii orj^aniza'ion until ihey 
were disbanded. In his public life he has been diligent 
and faithful. He is a man of robust conslitulion; is 
social and genial in nature ; and has a host of friends. 



I'1';|:HEAT0N, HON. WILLIAM W., of Detroit. 
M ■'■'^ Michigan, was born in New Haven. Conned i- 
^J^^%'- cut, in April, 1833. He was ihc son of John 
and OritC. (Johnson) Watson, bt»lh of whom were native^ 
of Connecticut ; and is a direct descendant of Captain 
William Whealon, of Revcdiilionary celebiily. V>y tlic 
death of his father, in 1844, he was left t<» the care and 
training of his mother, who is still liviiij;, at a very 
advanced age, and has for years realized his liigli love 
and appreciation. Her advice and moral insiruetion, 
with his inherited traits of character, have made Mr. 
Wheaton prominent as a merchant and jxjlitician. IIi> 
education was acquired in the conitnnn sdiools of 
Hartford and New Haven. At tlie a^e of sixteen, he 
entered the wholesale house of Charles II. Northain \- 
Co., of Hartford. In the sueceedinj; four years he rose, 
through all the grades, to book-keeper and confidential 
clerk; actjuired a complete and accurate business educa- 
tion, and the entire respect of his employers. In 1853 
he moved to Detroit and entered the employ of Moore, 
Foote & Co., large wholesale j;rocers. In 1S55 he 
became the junior partner of I'arrand & Wheaton, in 
the same line of business. On the dissolution of that 
firm, he became the head of the firm of Wheaton, Leon- 
ard & Burr, and afterwards of that of William W. 
Wheaton & Co. In all of these enteri)iiscs, lie was suc- 
cessful and realized a handsome projieriy. Mr. Wheaton 
became a prominent Democratic j)oliticiaii in 1867, and 
Mas, in the fall of that year, ncmiinated and elected to 
the position of Mayor. This election was a flattering 
recognition of his ability and services* He held the 
office four years, being re-electe<l by a largely inerca^ell 
majority in 1869. In his adinini>lralion were inaugu- 
rated checks and reforms in niunici|)al exjjense and 
'Government abuses. His measures have since received 
Ihe hearty praise and support of even his j)olitical 
opponents, and have made Detroit to-day the envy of 
the cities of the United States for the excellence of its 
government in all its departments, and its conijiaraiive 
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freedom from debt. During this period, Mr. Wheaton 
also served, for two years, as Chairman of the Demo- 
cratic State Convention, and did good service, although 
he worked under most discouraging circumstances. The 
])olitical control of the State was in the hands of his 
opponents by a majority of from thirty to sixty thou- 
sand. Many of the prominent memliers of his own 
party believed that almost any measure was justifiable 
which would place the ]>ower in their hands, because of 
the good Use they intended to make of that power. 
This policy and feeling led to the nomination of Horace 
Greeley for Presiilent. In this action and the pretexts 
under which it was engineered Mr. Wheaton had no 
sympathy or confidence, and separated himself prom- 
inently from it. This for a time drove him from politics, 
altlu»ugh sub>e([uent events fully showed the wisdom of 
his course. .'\1 though he is still a warm Democrat, and 
keeps alive his interest in his party, he has, for the past 
few years, devoted himself to business. During the last 
four years, he has had the management of large mining 
and inanulacturing interests in the iron district of Mich- 
igan, and has displayed in this, as in every other position 
in which he ha-* been placed, the rare abilities which 
ha\e ma«le his name distinguished, not only in the city, 
but in the whole State. 




ISNKR, (iKORCK W., Lawyer, of Detroit, was 
born in C.iyuga County, New York, in 1812. 
^^^""-^ ' His father, (.'uh^nel Moscs Wisner, settled in 
the townshij^ of vSpiingport, four miles from Auburn, 
(^n the breaking out of the War of 1812, he left his 
family and gave his services to the country. He had 
ten chiklren, (.f whom seven were bovs. To them he 
gave as go<Hl an education as the <listrict scho(ds of 
that ilay aflordcd. When (leorgt; Winner was lifteen 
\ears old, he was apprenticed to .Mr. Doubleday, 
l)rinter, of Aubuin, New Wnk ; but, being di>>salisried, 
he left without ijerinis-^ion at the expiration of one 
year. He was advertised, and a reward was offered for 
his return. lie wrote to Mr. Doubleday, informing 
liim of his whereabouts, but added that it would not 
be safe to f«)rce him to return. He also wrote to his 
parents that he had ac<juired a knowletlge of his trade, 
and had obtained emplovment, as compositeur, in a 
prinling-ofi'ice at Ralavia, New York. About this lime, 
the Masc>nic excitenieut was raised; Morgan di-aj)- 
peared. In the jirinling-oftice where young Wisner 
was employed, a pajjcr was published denouncing Ma- 
sonry as an invention of the evil one. The office was 
attacked by a mob, but the hanils were prej)ared to 
tlefend the establishment; they fired on the assailant.^ 
and scattered them. Mr. Wisner and one of the others 
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b«longin^ to the office were arrested, on a charge of 
attempting to murder, and were thrown into prison. 
William H. Seward volunteered to defend them, and 
did so successfully. The members of Mr. Wisner's 
family considered tj^iemselves di>graced by his conduct; 
and, feeling that this was an injustice, he Iclt home, 
determined to live independently. He went to the 
city of New York, and obtained empk>yment in the 
o.*lice of the Journal of Commerce^ in which he remained 
lor over two years, lie was strictly moral and stuilious 
in his habits, sa\ed his surplus money, and prcj ared 
himself for a higher sphere in life, in the spring of 
liJjJ. he joined William il. Day in the establisliiuent 
of the New York .S«/i, — the first cheap daily paper pub- 
lished in the city. Mr. I>ay hail slarlcd ihe paiicr; 
bat, his means being exhausted, he could not go on 
alone. Mr. Wisner had a few hundred <l«illui> which 
he put into the business, an<l assumed ihe tdiloriai 
work, lie was at this time twenty-one years *^i aj;e. 
and full of ambition and energy. He attended the 
Court of Sessions every morning, anil reported the pro- 
ceedings in a humorous sl)le. The lirm emi)li>\eti only 
one person, William M. Swain, who allerwards became 
distinguished as the proprietor and publisher of the 
Daily Ledger^ of rhiladelplua. Ihe three men ilid all 
the work during the first six nionlhs. At the end of 
this time, Mr. Wisner was saiiNtied that the paper had 
become a success, and that more help was ncL-ded. In- 
stead of the small hand-prcss, one of Hoe «S: (.'o.'s sti-ain 
presses was set up in the office, and two thousand roi)ies 
per day worked off. Mr. Winner suggested that boys 
be employed to sell the papers. The newsboys fust 
came into notice at this time, and a great number were 
enabled to earn their living. Trevious to this, pai)ers 
had only been sold to subscribers; those publi-^hed 
daily costing ten dollars per year, which placed them 
l)eyond the reach of the majority. A new era was now 
opened for the masses; and, during the noon hour, work- 
men might be seen grouped together listening to one 
of their number reading the news. In the summer of 
1833, James (lordon Hcnnett offered to invest his fortune 
of five hundred dollars if the firm would admit him 
as an equal [jartner. This they declined. During the 
following year, the //</?//</ made its aj)pcarancc; and, 
soon afterwards, the rribimc, tAcuing Star, Transcript, 
and several other penny jiapcrs. Ihe mental and phys- 
ical strain proved too great for .Mr. Wisner, and he was 
forced to discontinue his editorial labors. In the sum- 
mer of 1S35, he visited Michigan, and was so favorably 
impressed with the country that he returned to .New 
^'ork at once, disposed of his interest in the paper, and 
removed to Michigan in Seplcmber. He settled in i'on- 
tiac, and immedialcly began the study of law, in the 
office of William Draper. He was admitted to the bar 
in 1S37, opened a law office in partnership with Alfred 



Neadway, and soOn rose to distinclion in the legal pro* 
fession. Mr. Wisner was one of the chosen leaders of 
the Whig party, and devoted his talents and energy to 
iis interests. In 1837 he was elected to the Legislature. 
In 1S3S he was elected Prosecuting Attorney of Oak- 
land County. In the fall of 1847, (ieneral Williams 
editor and proprietor of the Detroit Daily Athcrtiscr, 
accepted an army appointment for the Mexican War, 
and Mr. Wisner was strongly urged by the leading 
Whigs in the State to accept the position which was 
left vacant. lie complied with their wishes, and, in 
November, removed to Detroit, and took charge of the 
Daily Aik-criisi'r. In the spring of 1848, the Whigs of 
!)elruit triumphed for the first time, giving Mr. Wisner 
the credit of the victory. As .soon as the fact was 
known, a party of Whigs assembled in front of his resi- 
dence, and gave vent to expressions of joy. Mr. Wis- 
ner was in the act of sj)eaking, when he was drenched 
by a heavy shower; a severe cold was the result; and, 
alter suflfering for nearly two years, he died of consump- 
tion, in Stptember, 1849, ^^ l^^ early age of thirty- 
se\en. He was sincerely mourned by all who knew 
him; all fell that a noble man was thus cut off in his 
prime. Mr. Wisner mariied, in the fall of 1834, Miss 
Kalliarine H. l.angan, only daughter of Daniel Langan, 
of New \ork ( iiy. They had four children, — three 
Nons and one daughter, — of whom but two — O. F. 
\\ iNiur, lawyer, of Fast Saginaw; and H. C. Wisner, 
law\er, of Detr. lil, are now living. 




IIXOX, ORLANDO B., of Detroit, was born 
in ihat city a])out the year 1826; and gradii- 

• ated at West Point Academy, in 1846. He 
hK»k an aciive part in the Mexican W^ar, as a Lieuten- 
ant of Artillery, and remained in the United States 
service until 1854. In that year, he resigned, and 
enlered uj)on the practice of law, to the study of 
which, in a quiet way, he had previously devoted 
some attention. Prior to the civil war, he took a 
lively interest in organizing the militia of Michigan; 
a!id, when hosiijiiies commenced, he offered his sword 
to the Stale, and was appointed Colonel of the 1st 
Infantry. His regiment was the first from the W^est 
to report for service at Washington. He was in com- 
mand at Alexandria just before the battle of Bull Run; 
and engaged in that battle, in which he was wounded 
and taken prisoner, and, as such, remained in Rich- 
mond about llfieen months. When General Lorenzo 
1 homas was negotiating with the Confederate officer, 
Robert Oulil, for the exchange of prisoners, he made a 
special request in behalf of Colonel Wilcox, to which, 
in a short time, the Confederate assented. Colonel 
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Wilcox soon afterwards returned to the army, and par- 
ticipated in many of the engagements in Virginia. He 
was subsequently promoted to the rank of Brevet Briga- 
dier and Brevet Major-General of Volunteers, for gal- 
lant and meritorious service at Spottsylvania and Peters- 
burg. He was mustered out in 1866, and appointed an 
Assessor of Internal Revenue at Detroit; but was again 
appointed to the army, as Colonel of the 12th Regiment 
of United Slates Infantry, and stationed on Angel 
Island, Bay of San Francisco, California. Colonel Wil- 
cox published, in 1856, Shoepack ^ Recollections ; a Way- 
side Glimpse of American Life; and, in 1857, another 
work entitled Toca; an Artny Menioir, by Major March. 
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^HITING JOHN L., M. D., Detroit, was born 
Ik November 28, 1793, at Canaan, Columbus C'ounty, 
"f New York ; and is the son of John Whiting 
and Lydia Leffingwell, both from Norwich, Connecticut. 
His father was a farmer and mill-owner. Mr. Whiting 
attended the Academy at Lenox, Massachusetts, and that 
at Lebanon Springs. He commenced the study of med- 
icine with Dr. Samuel White, at Hudson, New York, 
when nineteen years of age, remaining with him three 
years. In 1816, after casting his first vote for Dc Witt 
Clinton for President, he turned his eyes Westward, and 
left Hudson. His destination was Detroit ; he com- 
menced journeying on horseback, stopping at Auburn 
by the way. From Buffalo to Cleveland, he traveled by 
cutter, driving two horses tandem, in company with Smith 
Knapp, who had ])reviously lived a year in Detroit and 
was returning from a visit to the East. Cleveland, 
at that lime, contained but one tavern, and a few rudely 
constructed houses. From Cleveland to Huron, Ohio, a 
distance of about forty miles, Doctor Whiting traveled 
on the ice, having constructed a rude jumper or sled, on 
which he carried himself and friend. At Huron, he 
was obliged to wait several days for the mail-carrier, on 
whose guidance he relied for finding his way through 
the terrible wilderne.NS called the Black Swamp. During 
the time consumeil in wailing the arrival of the guide, 
the snow <lisapi)eared ; when they finally proceeded on 
horseback, the track through the snow had become ob- 
literated, and they were lost, at a point near the end of 
their journey through rhe " Swamp." It appears 
that the mail-carrier relied too much on the snow, omit- 
ting the blazed trees, \\hich it now became necessary to 
find. Doctor Whiting j)roi)osed that their guide should 
go due south in search of the lost track, himself going 
north, and Mr. Knapp remaining, as a rallying point, 
where they separated. Doctor Whiting, although a 
stranger, proved right in his conjectures, and found the 
road one half a mile north. Continuing their journey, 



they finally arrived at Detroit, February 26, 1817. The 
entire city, at that time, was outlined by Brush and Cass 
streets on the east and west, and Congress street and the 
river on the north and south, — the river, east of Woo J- 
ward avenue, extending along the present line of At- 
water street and west of the avenue, spreading out in a 
kind of bay up towards Woodbridge street. Doc- 
tor Whiting entered upon the practice of his profession 
in Detroit, continuing in the work for fifteen years. 
He then went into the forwarding and commission busi- 
ness in company with John J. Deming, who was after- 
wards succeeded by Henry K. Avery, continuing the 
same from 1832 to 1843. ^^* n^xi turned his attention 
to the business of a land and tax agency, which he fol- 
lowed until 187 1, when a severe and protracted illness 
compelled him to retire from active life. In 1823 Doc- 
tor Whiting went on horseback from Detroit to Saginaw, 
through the unbroken wilderne.ss, with a single soldier 
as a guide, to perform, temporarily, the duties of Post 
Surgeon, at the latter place, during the illness of the late 
Dr. Zina Pitcher. On account of the malarial fever then 
raging at Saginaw, the post was soon after discontinued, 
and the troops transferred to the garrison at Detroit. 
Doctor Whiting was a Whig up to the time of the for- 
mation of the Republican party, since which he has 
acted with that party. The only political office he ever 
held was that of Clerk of the city, to which he was 
elected in 1830, and re-elected in 1832. He resigned 
on being chosen Chairman of the Board of Health. He 
organized the first medical society in the Territory of 
Michigan, in 1819, called the "Medical Society of Mich- 
igan," himself drawing up the constitution and by-laws. 
Among those engaging in the organization were Dr. 
R. S. Rice, of Monroe ; Drs. J. B. Chamberlain and 
Olmsiead Chamberlain, of Pontiac; and five or six phy- 
sic-ans from Mt. Clemens, and other places. He was 
a leading member of the Masonic Fraternity up to the 
time of the Morgan excitement, in 1826, having been 
Worshipful Master of Zion Lodge, No. I, of Detroit; 
.Secretary of Monroe Chapter ; and Grand Secretary of 
the Grand Lodge of Michigan. In earlier times, the 
"First Protestant Society of Detroit" was the leading 
religious organization, outside of the Catholic Church, 
the several Protestant denominations not being sufficiently 
strong to maintain separate societies. Doctor Whiting 
became a member of this .society in 1832, but on the 
organization of the Jefferson Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
he united with it, and has since remained a member. 
Doctor Whiting has been married three times. His first 
wife was Harriet C. Talnian, whom he married at Hud- 
son, New York, in 1821. She died in May, 1829, hav- 
ing been the mother of four children, two of whom died 
in infancy; the other two, Elizabeth H. and John Tal- 
man Whiting, still survive. His second wife was Harriet 
Rees, of Detroit, who was married in November, 1830, 
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nnd died in April. 1852. She had eight children, three 
of whom are living, — (Jeorge Loring, Henry Recs, and 
Shuhael Conant. (leorge Loring and Shubael Conant 
reside in Detroit, and are both married. The oldest child 
of this marriage, I)c (iarmo Jones Whiting, entered the 
army as Lieutenant in the civil war; was promoted to 
a Captaincy ; and died in Washington, in 1864. Henry 
Recs Whiting also served in the war; and was, for a 
period of eight months, confined in Lil)by prison. Mr. 
Whiting's third wife was Rebecca Recs, sister of Har- 
riet, whom he married in 1854. She is still living, 
without children. Doctor Whiting has traveled exten- 
sively, during his sixty-fwo years of Western life, in the 
.States and Territories of the Norih-wcnt, and in Ken- 
tucky and Virginia. He is a man of remarkably vigor- 
ous mind and retentive memory, and speaks of the 
occurrences of sixty and seventy years ago as if they 
were but yesterday. A very complete description of the 
town of Detroit, as it existed in 181 7, wa^ pul)li-.iied in tiie 
Detroit Tribune of March 21, 1876, based ujion the per- 
sonal recollections of Doctor Wliiling. He is one of 
the few of the early settlers who remain; and, though 
he has of late been attacked with severe illness, he has 
withstood its more threatening symptoms, and at the 
age of eighty-five is still able to enjoy his walk on 
pleasant days. 



was elected Regent of the Stale University; and, in 
1855, he was appointed Historiographer of the city of 
Detroit. In 1857 he was chosen Circuit Judge of W'ayne 
County, to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of. 
Judge Dougl.ass. He was re-elected to this office for two 
succeeding terms. He also filled the offices of Justice 
of the Pe.ice and Recorder of the city of Detroit ; he 
was a member of the Slate Legislature, and also of the 
Convention for the revision of the State Constitution 
held in 1850. From 1818 to 1854, he held, successively, 
the military offices of Lieutenant, Judge-Advocate, Gen- 
eral, Brigadier-General, and Major-General. He was 
President of the State Historical Socieiv, and of the 
Soldiers' and Sailors' Monument Association. As his 
last public act, on the evening previous to his death, he 
presided over a meeting of ihe directors of this associa- 
tion. In 1824 he married Mary A. Sprague, of Poult- 
ney, Vermont. They had one son and three daughters. 
His wife died, .August, 1834. In 1837 he married Delia 
.\. Ingersoll ; they had one child, — Charles I. Wilherell. 
Mrs. Witherell's death occurred in 1847; and, in 1848, 
he married Cassandra S. Brady, who died in 1863. 
Jutlge Wilherell was beller acquainted with the early 
history of Detroit than any other man in the State. His 
letters, which from lime to lime appeared in the Free 
Prcss^ will attest this fact. He was an active and public- 
spirited citizen, who.se hold upon the favor and confi- 
(lence of the j)Cople never relaxed daring a period of 
lifty years. His death occurred June 26, 1867, 




pITHERELL, HON. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 
HAWKINS, of Detroit, Michigan, was born at 
Fair Haven, Vermont, August 4, 1797. He 
was the second son and fifth child of the Hon. James 
Wilherell, who came to Detroit as one of the Territorial 
Judges of Michigan, in 1807. From 181 2 to 1817, Mr. 
Wilherell studied under the tuition of Dr. Beaman, of 
Troy, New York. He returned to Detroit, in 1817, with 
the other members of his father's family ; making the jour- 
ney, by carriage, to Buffalo, and traveling the remainder 
of the distance, ihrough Canada, on horseback. On his 
return, he commenced the study of law, in the oft'ice of 
Governor Woodbritlge ; and, in 1819, was admitted to the 
bar of the Territorial Court before Judge Woodward. 
He immediately entered upon the practice of his pro- 
fession, in what was then the vdlage of Detroit. On the 
motion of Daniel Webster, Mr. Wilherell was admitted 
to ihe bar of the Supreme Court of the United Stales. 
For the greater pari of the lime between 1S30 and 
1840, he filled the oftkes of Probate Ju«ige and Prose- 
cuting Allorney for Wayne County. In 1843 he became 
District Judge of the Criminal Court, the district con- 
sisting of the counties of Wayne, Washtenaw, and Jack- 
son ; and held the oftke until it was abolished by the 
adoption of the new Constitution of 1850. In 1848 he 




ILLARD, LUTHER B., late Director of the 
Poor of the city of Detroit, was born in Cam- 
'^'^'i-* bridge, Massachusetts, December 28, 1S18. In 
1832 his father's family removed to Rochester, New 
York, where he passed his boyhood ; and, at the proper 
age, learned ihe printing trade in the office of the 
Rochester Daily Advertiser. At the age of seventeen, he 
went to Detroit; and, before he had been an hour in the 
city, was employed in the job room of the Detroit Free 
PresSy shortly afterwards becoming foreman of the office. 
In 1837, with the kind assistance of friends, he established 
the Toledo B/ade, at Toledo, Ohio. This paper has 
since taken a high rank in journalism, one of its editors 
being the well-known Petroleum V. Nasby. Difficulties 
with his partner led Mr. Willard to leave Toledo; and, 
tluring the same year, he returned to Detroit, and 
resumed his former position as foreman of the Free 
Press. In this capacity, he devoted himself to the interest 
of the j^apcr for thirteen years. In 1850 he was nom- 
inated, by the Democratic parly, as Director of the 
City Poor in Detroit, and elected over two opposing 
candidates. So faithfully were his duties discharged. 
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that he was successively elected every two years until 
1862, In that year, after being nominated by the reg- 
ular Democratic Convention, he also accepted the nom- 
ination of the so-called Union party, — a sort of fusion 
made at that time by the conservatives of both parties, — 
and, consequently, lost the election. During the war, 
from 1862 to 1866, he was the State Agent of Michigan, 
his duty being to look after her wounded, and to attend 
to the interests of all her soldiers, wherever they might 
be. While serving in this capacity, he was capiureu 
and imprisoned by the enemy in Georgia. Two years of 
this time he worked gratuitou>ly for the State. In 1865 
he was nominated by the Republican party for Director 
of the Poor, and held that office until his death, with 
the exception of one term of two years, when he was 
defeated by the Democratic nominee. Mr. Willard 
married, October 10, 1848, Electa Losey, of Covert, 
Seneca County, New York. They had three daughter^. 
Mr. Willard was, for forty years, a ^e^>ide^l of Detroit; 
and more than twenty of these were spent in active 
public service. Such was his integrity, that even hi^ 
political opponents could not detect a blemish in h'\^ 
character. As a printer, energetic and capable; a> 
Michigan's State Agent, ever on the alert for the neces- 
sities of her wounded sons; as a Director of the Po«)r, 
sparing neither time nor strength in the discharge of his 
arduous duties, — Mr. Willard ac<iuitted himself not unl) 
creditably to himself, but to his constituents. In his 
public life he enjoyed the confidence of the citizens o{ 
Detroit, who believed him to be, in the true meaning uf 
the word, an honest man. His death occurred July 
28, 1877. 
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ILLIAMS, GENERAL JOHN R., of Detroit, 
was born at Detroit, on the 4th of May, 1782. 
^ He was the only son of Thomas Williams, a 
native of Albany, New York, who came to Detroit in 
1765, and married a sister of the late Joseph Canipau. 
He had one sister, named Elizabeth. He was appointed 
a cornet in the .American army in 1796, and joined the 
troops under General Wilkinson, al Tort Maisac, on 
the Cumberland River, in Tennessee. Among his 
young companions in arms, at this time, were Alexander 
Macomb — afterwards Commander-in-chief — and the future 
Generals Zebulon Price and Moses Porter. He re- 
mained in the army until 1799, when he resignecl and 
returned to Detroit, making the journey from Fort 
Marsac on horseback, through what was then a wihler- 
ness, following the Indian trail, and swimming his horse 
across the rivers. His resi;;naiion was j^rompted by the 
strong solicitation of his uncle, the laie Joseph Canipau, 
who wished Mr. Williams to join him in the mercantile 



business. On his return, a partnership for carrying on 
a trade with the Indians was formed, and Mr. Williams 
was dispatched to Montreal, whence all gf»ods had to be 
brought, by way of the St. Lawrence and the lakes. 
It was on this journey that he met with an adventure, 
much less common now than in the year 1800, when this 
took place. While on board a small sloop at Queenstown, 
he became engaged in an altercation with a Frenchman 
named La Salle, a descendant of the renowned navi- 
I gator and explorer. It resulted in their fighting a duel 
across a talde. in which La Salle was shot and severely 
wounded. Mr. Williams was arrested, carried to 
Montreal, and was under bail for several months, awaiting 
his trial, in which he was honorably acquitted; the duello, 
in those days, being regarded as the only honorable way 
of settling disputes. In 1802 he relurnctl to Detroit ; and, 
on his own account, embarked in the fur trade and gen- 
eral mercantile business, in wliich he continued until 
1832. He was married, October 25, 1804, at (.laveiack, 
near Hudson, New York, to Miss Mary Moll, daughter 
of Major (iershom Molt, of the Continental aimy. a 
comra'le of Montgomery at Quebec, in 1775. On return- 
ing to Detroit, he wrote, in 1805, the memorial to <. on- 
gress, which resulted in the completion of the Governor 
and Judges' i)lan of the city of Detroit. At the decla- 
ration of war with England, he was made Captain of an 
artillery company, and was included in the surrender 
of Hull, in 18 1 2. He was i)aroled, and moved with 
his (amily to .Albany, where he remained until 1816, 
when he again went to Detroit and resumed his busi- 
ness, lie w.is the author o( the fust charier of the city 
of Deiruii, und was elected its tirst Mayor, in 1S24, being 
re-elicU(l in 1S25, ai^ain in iSjo, and sub>e(iuenlly in 
1844, 1S45, and 1846. He was a ilelegate to the lirsl Con- 
stitutional Convention, held at Ann .Arbor, in 1835, an<l 
was President of that convention, and presented its 
action to Congress at Washington. He was naturally a 
soldier, and took a great interest in military alVairs, 
both under the Territorial and .Stale governments. He 
was senior Major-( leneral of the militia, and c.>ntinued 
so up to the lime of ids death. At the breakii g out 
of the l>lack Hawk War, he marched in command of 
the Teriilorial troops to Chicago, for the defense of the 
Western selllenienls. He died at Detroit, C.'cloher 20, 
1S54, in his seventy-ihird year. General Williams 
always pretlicted the future greatness of Detroit. He 
was possessed of a large landed estate in and about the 
city, which he had purchased with singular juilgment 
and forcsighl. Ti; the improvement of thi:> he ga\e hir» 
chief attention, after his retirement from active business. 
In 1S33 he built the tirst four-story brick buihling 
erected in Delrtdt. He was a strong advocate of wide 
and conmiiKlious streets and public j^arks, and in many 
ways showed a liberal ])ublic spirit. John R. slreet, 
extending cast and turning north from Woodward avc- 
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nue, and Williams street, encircling the East Grand 
Circus Park, in Detroit, together commemoralc the 
name of John R. Williams. He was hospitable, enter- 
taining largely and generously. He was liberal and 
benevolent, always interested in the welfare of the older 
inhabitants of the city, and eminently courteous in his 
demeanor. General Williams' administration of the 
city government presented the rare spectacle of a thor- 
oughly economical and watchful executive. He de- 
manded and obtained strict integrity in his subordinates, 
and to the confidence which he inspired among tax- 
payers may be attributed his frequent election to the 
office of Mayor. Throughout his life, he ever aide<l 
those enterprises which had for their object the advance- 
ment and prosperity of the city of Detroit and the 
State of Michigan. 




|ILKINS, ROSS, Detroit, was born in Peiin>\l 
vania. He was educated for tlie bar in ilia: 

>* State; and rcmovetl to the West at an earl\ 
day, with a CDmnii^^^^ion from Trf^ident Jackson a>. a ! 
Federal Jul^e for the TerriK'ry of Miclii^an. In 1837, ! 
and on several subseciuent occasions, he was ajipointed ' 
a Regent of the Stale I'niverNJty. I'e^-ides cxerling 
much influence in his judicial ca|)acity. lie ha> ahvax^^l 
taken an interest in the pul)lic atVaiis of tlie Stale Ik- 
presided over the first war meeting held in Deiioit afiei 
the opening of the civil war. lie was many years ag • 
appointed a Circuit Judge, and remained in office until 
the summer of 1870, when he voluntarily retired from 
the bench. He died in Detroit a few years aflerwanls. 



'OODRRIDGE, WILLIAM, Detroit, Michigan, 

jl' Governor and Senator, was born at Ntirwich, 

^^-^- Connecticut, August 20, 1 780; and died at Dc 

troit, October 20, 1S61. He was of a familv of ihree 

... ' I 

brothers and two sisters. His father, Dudley Wood- ; 

bridge, removed to Marietta. Ohio, about 1 790. The 
Life of W'itlinm Woodhritit;,^ by Charles Lauman, from 
v\ liich this sketch is largely compiled, mentions noth- ' 
ing concerning his early education beyond the fact 
that it was such as was afforded by the average school of ' 
the time, excejit a year with the I'reiich colonists at (Jalli- 
polis, where he ac([uired a knowledge of the French 
language. It sln)ul(l bo borne in mind, however, that 
home e<hication was, at that lime, an in<li^pen>^al»le fea- 
ture in the training of the young. To this, and to a 
few studies well mastered, is due that strong mental 
discipline which has served as a basis for many of the 



grand intellects that have adornc.l, and helped to make, 
our national history. Mr. Woodbridge studied law at 
.Marietta, having as a fellow-student and intimate personal 
friend, a young man subsequently di&tinguished, but 
known at that time simply as Lewis Cass. He graduated 
at the law school at Litchfield, Connecticut, after a 
course there of nearly three years; and b?gan to prac- 
tice at Marietta, in 1806. In June, 1806, he married, at 
Hartford, Connecticut, Juliana, daughter of John Trum- 
bull, a distinguished lawyer and judge, and author of 
the poem ** McFingal *' which, during a dark period of 
the Revolution, wrought such a mngic change upon the 
sj»irits of the colonists. He was happy in his <lomcstic 
relations, until the death of Mrs. Woodbridge, February 
19, i860. Our written biographies necessarily speak 
more fully of men, because of their active parlicipation 
in public affairs; but human actions are stamped upon 
the page of time, and, when the scroll shall be unrolled, 
the influence of good women upon the history of the 
world will be read side by sile with the deeds of men. 
How much success and renown in life many men owo 
to their wives is probably little known. Mrs. W^ood- 
bridge enjoyed the best means of early education that the 
country aflbrded, and her inherited intellectual genius 
enal)le(l her to improve her advantages. During her 
entire life, sitle by side with the highest type of domes- 
tic and social graces, she manifested a keen intellectu- 
ality thai formed the crown of a faultless character. 
She was a natural poet, and wrote during her life many 
tine \er^e^, some of which are preserved in a printed 
memoiial essay written on the occasion of her death. 
In this e^say, it is said of her: **To contribute, even in 
nianers of minor importance, to elevate the reputation 
and add to the ^^ell being of her husband in the various 
stations he was called upon to fill, gave her the hi^^he^t 
salisfaction." She was an invalid during much cf the 
latter portion of her life, but was patient and cheerful 
to the end. "The simple story of her life, from her 
marriage to her death, was one of love and devotion 
around the hearthstone of home," says Lauman. Some 
further reference to the family of this lady will be found 
in the biographical sketch of Mr. W. W. Backus, in this 
work. In 1807 Mr. Woodbri<lge, was chosen a Repre- 
sentative to the General Assembly of Ohio; and, in 1809, 
was elected to the Senate, continuing a member, by 
re-elect i«)n, until his removal from the State. He also held, 
by appointment during the time, the office of Prosecut- 
ing Attorney for his county. He took a leading part in 
the Legislature; and, in 1812, drew up a declaration and 
resolutions, — which passed the two houses unanimously, 
and attracted great attention, — endorsing, in the strong- 
est and most emphatic terms, the war measures of Pres- 
ident Madison. During the period from 1804 to 1814, 
the two law students, Woodbridge and Cass, had become 
widely separated. The latter was Governor of the Tcr- 
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ritory of Michigan, under the historic "Governor and 
Judges" plan, with the indispensable requisite of a 
Secretary of the Territory. This latter position was, in 
1814, without solicitation on his part, tendcretl to 
Mr. Woodbridge. He accepted the position with some 
hesitation, and entered upon its duties as soon as he 
could make the arrangements necessary for leaving Ohio. 



the Governor, Judges, and others, he was appointed, by 
President J. Q. Adams, to succeed Hon. James With- 
erell, who had resigned, as a Judge of what is conven- 
tionally called the *• Supreme Court" of the Territory. 
This court was apparently a continuation of the Terri- 
torial Court under the ''Eirst Grade" or, "Governor 
and Judges" system. Although it was supreme in its 



The office of Secretary involved also the duties of Col- judicial functions within the Territory, its powers and 
lector of Customs at the port of Detroit, and, during the duties were of a very general character. In 1832 the 
frequent absences of the Governor, the discharge of his term of his appointment as judge expiring, President 
duties al:io, including those of Superintendent of Indian Jackson appointed a successor, — it is supposed on polit- 
affairs. Mr. Woodbridge officiated as Governor for ical grounds, — much to the disappointment of the public, 
about two out of the eight years that he hel«l the office and the bar of the Territory. The partisan feeling of 
of Secretary. Under the administration of the Governor the time extended into the Territory, and its people 
and Judges, — which the people of the Territory pre- began to think of assuming the dignity of a State Govern- 
ferred, for economical reasons, to continue some time ' ment. Parly lines becoming very sharply drawn. Judge 
after their numbers entitled them to a more jiopular rep- , Woodbridge identified himself with the Whigs. As a 
resentative system, — they were allowed no delegate in I representative of that party, he was elected a member 
Congress. Mr. Woodbridge, as a sort of informal agent : of the convention of 1835, which formed the first State 
of the people, by correspondence, and also by a vi>it to Constitution; he was the only Whig elected from the 
the national capital, so clearly set forth the dtmand district he represented. In 1837 he was elecied a meiri- 
for representation by a delegate, that an act was passed ' ber of the State Senate, taking an active part in its pro- 



in Congress, in 1819, authorizing one to be chosen. 
Under this act, Mr. Woodbridge was elected, by the con- 



ceedings. This sketch has purposely dealt .somewhat 
in detail with what may be called Judge WoodlMidj;e's 



currence of all parties. His first action in Congress was , earlier career, because it is closely itlenlilied with the 
to secure the passage of a bill recognizing and confirm- early history of the State, and the development of its 
ing the old French land titles in the Territory according political system. Since the organization of the Slate 
to the terms of the treaty of peace with (ircat Ihitain, (Government, the history of >1ichiL;an is more familiar, 
at the close of the Revolution; and another for the con- and hence no rc\ icw of Judge Wooilbridgc's career as 
struction of a Government road through the " IMack (imernor and Senator will I)e atlenii)ted. lie waselected 
Swamp," from the Miami River to Detroit, thus oj)eni:ig Governor, in 1S30, under a }»oj)ular impression that the 
a means of land transit between Ohio and Michigan, lla attairs of the Slate had not been prudently adnui.istercd 
was influential in securing the passage of bills for the ' by the Democrats. He served as CJovernor but little 
construction of Government roads from Detroit to Chi- more than a year ; he was inaugurated on the 1st of 
cago, and Detroit to Fort (jratiot, and for the improve- , January, 1840, and was elected to the Senate of the 
ment of La Plaisance Hay. The expedition for the ex- Ignited States, in the winter of 1841, (or the full term 
ploration of the country around Lake Superior, and in of six years. His term in the Senate practically closed 
the valley of the Upper Mississipj)i, projected by Gov- , his political life, althouijh he was strongly urged for the 
ernor Cass, was set on foot by means of representations Whig nomination for Vice-President in 1S4S. Soon after 
made to the heads of the departments by Mr. Wood- his appointment as Judge, in 182S, Governor Woodbridge 
bridge. While in Congress, he strenuously maintained 1 took up his residence on a tract of laml which he owned 
the right of Michigan to the strij^ of territory now form- I in the township of Springwells, a short distance behvw 
ing the northern boundary of Oiiio, which formed the . what were then the corporate limits of the city of Detroit, 
subject of such grave dispute between Ohio and Mich- where he resided duiing the remainder of his life. His 
igan at the time of the admission of the latter into the last years were somewhat embitterv-d by j)ersistent and 
Union. He served but one term as delegate, during the | finally successful efTorls on the part of the city to extend 
Fifteenth Congress, declining farther service on account ' its corporate limits over his property, thereby subjecting 
of personal and family considerations. Mr. Woodbridge 1 it to city taxation and improvements, ami lending to 
continued to discharge the duties of Secretary of the rob it of the rural beauty u|)on which he wished his 
Territory up to the time its government passed into the closing eyes to rest undisturbed. Uoth in his public 
"Second Grade," in 1824. He was then appointed one papers and private communications, Governor Wood- 
of a Board of Commissioners for adjusting private land 1 bridge shows himself a master of language; he is fruit- 
claims in the Territory ; and was engaged also in the ful in simile and illuslralion, logical in arrangement, 
practice of his profession, having the best law library in happy in the choice and treatment of topics, and terse and 
the Territory. In 1828, upon the recommendation of | vigorous in expression, ludce Woodbridce was a Con- 
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gregationali^t. His opinions on all subjects were deci- ' the building of the steamers "Western World" and 



dcd; he was earnest and energetic, courteous and 



♦'Plymouth Rock," the iwo largest and most magnificent 



dignified, and at times exhibited a vein of fine humor, steamers that ever plie<l on the lakes. They were built 
that was the more attractive because not too often al- j by Isaac Newton, of New York, to run between Detroit 
lowed to come to the surface. His letters and adilrcsses ■ and Builalo, to connect the Michigan Central and New 
show a deep and earnest afl'ection, as well for his ances- York Central railroads. Upon the completion of these 
tral home, as for friends and family. Writing to a boats, Mr. Wormer was appointed storekeeper at Detroit 
young man who had solicited his iiiHuence in obtaining for the Michigan Central line of steamers, and occupied 
an office, Mr. Woodbiidgc says: *' I am very sorry you that position till the fail of 1857, when the line ceased 
should have become discoura^jed in your former and running their boats, owing to the opening of the Great 
most laudable project of obtaining a c(mipetency by your 1 Western Railway. Mr. Wormer then established a 
own individual efforts and systematic industry. He who machinery depot at Detroit, — an entirely new branch of 
is dependent upon office for support in our country, in 1 business. His experience had shown him the difficulty 
my opinion, depends upon an eniployment of all utliers and expense attending the buying of machinery by 
the most pitiably servile." And to another: ** .Absolute Western manufacturers, the purchasers being obliged to 
subordination among the officers of the departments at ' visit some half a dozen cities in the East in order to 
Washington; strict, unmitigated discipline; a blind and ; procure as many different machines. He consequently 
prompt obedience to orders, — are undoubtedly necessary concluded to open a depot in Detroit where any machine 
in the proper and successful conduct of the atVair-, there; 1 needed by njanufacturers could be obtained. This bu-.i- 
but, while I admit the probable necessity, 1 can n<jt but »c>s he has continued to the present time, with the 
deprecate the injurious influence of such despotism upon > exception of the three or four years he spent in the 
that generous spirit, and proud and manly independence I i^ny <luiiii^ the civil war. The business immediately 
of mind, which lend so much to ^'i\e (iijjjnily and eleva- became lucrative, and has, during the past ten years, 
tion to the character of man. I'nreasoning oi)edicnce '"cached lai^^'c pro[>orlions. In 1870 he 'established a 
to our superiors in authority is the parent of adulation branch de])ot at Chicago, which is under the manage* 



and fawning sycophancy ; and it is lit to be remembered 
that, in all transactions of this life, habit, whether we 
will or not, almost invariably becomes our master." 




mcnl of his oldest son, Henry G. Wormer, who, together 
with two other sons, Clarkson C. and Frederick F., are 
partners with him in the business. General Wormer 
has also engaged in various manufacturing enterprises; 
has been President of the Rochester Machine Manufac- 
turing ( ompany, of Rochester, since 1S71; is a Director 
in >e\eral other manufacturing establishments, and in 
the Michigan Mutual Life Insurance Company. From 
'. Commission Merchant for Machinery, was born his early youth, Mr. Wormer had a taste for military 
^ in the city of Auburn, Cayuga County, New ] pursuits; and in 1S42 joined the *' Oswego Light 



FORMER, GENERAL CJROVER S., of Detroit, 



York, August 9, 1821. His father, John V. Wormer. 
was a native of Leigh, Massachusetts; and was a soldier 
in the War of 1812, particijialing in the engagements 
of Chippewa and Lundy's Lane. At the age of twelve 
years, Mr. Wormer ran away from home to escape a 
punishment with which his father threatened him; and, 



Guards," of Oswego, an independent military company, 
in which he served until his removal from that city in 
1852, — the last two and a half years acting as Second 
Lieutenant. In the fall of 1859, in the city of Detroit, 
he assisted in organizing an independent military com- 
pany known as the ••Lyon Guards," and was elected its 



without a cent of money, walked to Oswego, obtaining Caj)tain, holding that rank until May i, 1862, when he 
his meals at farm-houses on the way. Here he secured resigned. A I that time, he received authority from the 
employment in a store as an errand boy, receiving only War Department to raise an independent company for 
his board as compensation, while he was also permitted | special service in guarding prisoners of war; and, having 
to attend school for two years. He remained in the I recruited a company, called it the **Stanton Guards." 
store until 1838, when he was j^revailcd uj)on by the ' He received a <.'aj)tain's comndssion, from Governor 
Ca})tain of a Lake ()ntari«) steamer to go with him f.)r ! Austin IJlair, dated May 10, 1862. He was at once 
two trii)S as a cabin-bt>y. He then entercfl the service ordered to proceeil to Fort Mackinaw, to take command 
of the steamboat conij^any at six dollars j)cr month, and <if the post and j^uard Confederate prisoners, where he 
remained with them thirteen years. He served one or i reniainctl until Sepiendjer 25, 1862. He was then 
two seasons as steward, then a.> clerk, and then was ordercil to Detroit, with his command, to be mustered 
appointed to o\ersee the fitting up of all the steamers out; the necessity for this service no longer existing. 
belonging to the American Steamboat Line. In 1851 ' On the 2d of October following, he was commissioned 
he left the employment of this cwu^pany to superintend . by Governor Austin lUair, as Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
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Sill Regiment of Michigan Volunteer Cavalry, and aided 
in recruiting and organizing that regiment. May 12, 
1863, he was ordered to take command of the first two 
battalions of the regiment and report to Major-General 
A. E. Burnside, at Covington, Kentucky. There they 
went into camp; the third battalion joining the com- 
mand May 26, 1863. '^ ^*^ regiment was in active service, 
participating in numerous engagements and skirmishes. 
At Tiiplet's Bridge, Kentucky, Colonel Wormer, with 
his command, after a brisk fight, routed the Confederate 
General John Evarts, capturing him and nearly all of 
his command. At Salt River and Lebanon, Kentucky, 
he met* General John H. Morgan, when he made his 
noted raid through Kentucky, Indiana, and Ohio. After 
a short fight at Lebanon, on July 6, he routed and 
pursued Morgan for sixteen successive days and nights, 
overtaking him at Buffington's Island, in the Ohio 
River, July 19, having made a march of four hundred 
and seventy-three miles. Mere Colonel Wormer*s com- 
mand led a vigorous attack on Morgan's forces; and, 
after a brisk fight of one and a half hours, routed them, 
driving them two miles into a wood, where his regiment 
surrounded and ca})tured five hundred and seventy-three 
prisoners, with their horses and equipments. Twice on 
this march his regiment was without food for man or 
beast, except one meal in forty-eight hours. One march 
of seventy-two miles, from Lawrenceburg to West Point, 
Kentucky, was made in twenty-six hours, stopping only 
twice to rest. From Buffington's Island he relumed 
with his command to Covington, Kentucky, July 26, 
and there took part in scouting, and routing out the 
Confederate raiders whom they had fought at Stamford. 
In August, 1863, the regiment crossed over the mount- 
ains into East Tennessee, with the Twenty-third Army 
Corps, Major-General Burnside commanding, being in 
the First Brigade and Fourth Division of that corps. In 
East Tennessee, Colonel Wormer's command participated 
in skirmishes and battles at Kingston, Cumberland Gap, 
Riceville, Clinker's Gap, Post Oak Springs, Washington 
Ford, Deer Creek, and Prindall's P^arm. September 5, 
1863, he was placed in command of the First Brigade, 
Fourth Division, Twenty-third Army Corps; and com- 
manded the brigade in the battle at Cleveland, Tennessee ; 
in the terrible fight at Calhoun and Charleston, Septem- 
ber 25; and at Athens, September 27, with the cavalry 
forces of Generals P^orrest and Wheeler, estimated at 
fifteen thousand men. On the 26ih of October, 1S63, 
Colonel Wormer, with his brigade, led the attack made 
by the fourth division against Longslreet's army at 
Sweetwater, Tennessee, which lasted four and a half 
hours, and in which his brigade lost heavily. October 
28, his brigade had a severe fight at Loudon, losing 
nine men ; and also a desperate battle with General 
Longstreet's command at Lenoir Station, and again at 
Knoxville. Colonel Wormer remained in command of 
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the brigade, participating in numerous engagements in 
East Tennessee, until April 24, 1864, when, in obedience 
to an prder from the War Department, he went to Jack- 
son, Michigan, and established a draft rendezvous. On 
the 8th of December, 1864, he was commissioned Colonel 
of the 8th Michigan Cavalry, and received orders to 
recruit and organize the 30th Regiment of Michigan 
Volunteer Infantry. He was transferred to this regiment 
and mustered in as Colonel, January 9, 1865. He was 
mustered out of the service, June 30, 1865, at the close 
of the war, having served three years and two months. 
i March 30, 1867, he was commissioned, by the President 
of the United States, Brigadier-General, by brevet, "for 
gallant and meritorious services during the war." In 
the early part of 1869, he was appointed Aid-de-camp 
on the military staff of Governor Baldwin, and was 
re-appointed two years afterwards, serving four years. 
He also served in the same capacity on Governor Bag- 
ley's staff, duang his 'two terms of service, and holds 
the same position under Governor Croswell. During 
the spring and summer of 1877, (General Wormer made 
a tour of Europe, for the benefit of his health, visiting 
nearly every country and important city on that conti- 
nent. He has been a Congregationalist since 1862, and 
for eleven years has been a trustee of the Woodward 
Avenue Congregational Church, and a director in the 
Sunday-school. In politics, he has acted with the Whig 
and Republican parlies, but, beyond exercising the right 
of franchise, has taken no active part in political mat- 
ters. He married, August 26, 1844, Maria C. Crolius, 
at Oswego, New York. They have four sons, — Henry 
G., Clarkson C, Frederick F., and Theodore K., — all of 
whom partake of the military spirit of their father. The 
oldest, Henry G., entered the military service in the 
fall of 1864, as First Lieutenant in the 30th Regiment, 
and was mustered out as Captain. Clarkson C. is First 
Lieutenant of company A, Michigan State troops. 
Frederick is First Lieutenant in- the Detroit Light 
Guards; and the youngest son, Theodore, is corporal in 
the Pelonge Cadets. 




ILLIS, RICHARD STORRS, of Detroit, was 

J born in Boston, Massachusetts, February 10, 
'V* iSio. He is the son of Nathaniel and Hannah 
(Parker) Willis, and the youngest brother of N. P. 
Willis and " Fanny Fern." He came of a line of editors 
and auihors, whohC record extends back, in unbroken 
succession, over a hundred years. His grandfather, 
Nathaniel Willis, Sen., began the publication of the 
Independent Chronicle in June, 1776, on the corner of 
Court street and Franklin avenue, Boston, in the same 
building in which Benjamin Franklin worked as printer. 
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He continued to conduct the paper until 1784. A file After some years, he was solicited, by a Congressman 
of it is still in posses.sion of the family ; and the news from Maine, to go to Portland to establish a Republican 



of the various victories and defeats of the American 
army in the Revolutionary War, in leaded type, art- 
read with as much intercut now as were the tclcj^ranis 
during the late momentous struggle between the North 
ani South. At the close of the Revolutionary War, 
Mr. Willis removed to Martinsville, Virginia; and, in 
1790, founded the Potomac Guardian^ which he edited 
until 1800. In that year, he removed to Chillicothe, 
Ohio, where he founded the Scioto GazettCy the first 
paper of the then North-western Territory. During the 
Revolutionary War, he was Adjutant of the Boston 
Regiment; and, at one time, was sent on an expedition 
to Rhode Island under (jeneral Sullivan, who j>resenled 



newspaper, in opposition to the Federal party. He 
accordinj;ly proceeded to that city; and, after a confer- 
ence with Icailing Republicans, founded the Eastern 
Ar^us. A certain lawyer of ability at first undertook 
the editorial management; but, as he sought only his 
own political advancement, he became obnoxious, and 
was dismissed. Mr. WMllis was then urged to take con- 
trol. He modestly pleaded his lack of proper education 
and e litorial experience; but was overpersuaded, and 
soon entered upon his new duties. The Arg^s was vig- 
orously maintained by Mr. Willis until it had clianged 
the political character of the State. Under the minis- 
tration of the celebrated divine. Doctor Payson, of 



him with a uniform. He was a fine horseman, ami a spii- 1 Portland, Mr. Willis became interested in religious sub- 
iled American; which latter was shown by his taking an ' jecls. About tjiis time, he sold the Ar^us for four 
active part in the famous Boston Tea Party. He was thousand dollars; and shortly afler conceived the idea 
one of the committee appointed by the j^eople of Boston I of starting a religious newspaper. Such a thing had 



to remonstrate with Malcolm, the British tax collector. 
An old picture, descriptive of Malcolm's punishment at 
the liberty tree, with a representation of the tea parly 
in the background, contains an easily recognizable por- 
trait of Mr. WMllis. This picture was i)resenle<l by 



never been heard of; and the project was received with 
the greatest skepticism, even by the clergy. Finally, in 
1816, after years of argument and effort, during M'hich 
he supportetl himself by printing religious books and 
tracts, he founded the Boston Kcconicr^ the first religious 



his son to the Massachusetts Historical Society. The ; newspaper in the world. The Ar^pts and Recorder 2l\^ 



grandmother of Nathaniel Willis, Sen., was a Belknap, 
a cousin of Jeremy Belknap, D. D. His great-grand- 
father was Rev. John Bailey, a non conformist of Lan- 
cashire, England, who was born in 1644, and was 
imprisoned for his religious views. He emigrated to 
America in 1683, and became associate pastor of the 
First Congregational Church in Boston, where he died 
in 1697. His funeral sermon was preached by Rev. 
Cotton Mather, and he was buried in the cemetery 
of Tremont street, Boston, where the names of Willis 
and Belknap mark a number of graves. His portrait 
descended to Nathaniel Willis' son, who gave it, as the 
only portrait extant of this eminent divine, to the Mass- 
achusetts Historical Society. Nathaniel Willis, second, 
was first introduced to types and journalism by his 
father, at Martinsville, Virginia, in the office of the 
Potomctc Guardian, The old office was standing just 
before the late war, and a crayon sketch was made of it 
by Colbnel Strother, ** Porte Crayon," and presented to 
Mrs. R. S. Willis. One of the duties of young Na- 
thaniel Willis consisted in ** riding post," as it was 
called, with a tin horn and saddle-bags, — the primitive 
mode of delivering papers. After six years' service, he 
returned, at the age of fifteen, to Boston, and entered 



still j)ublishetl, aiul their history and influence are well 
known. Sul)se4uently, Mr. Willis originated the plan 
of another paper, at that time equally novel, — a paper 
distinctively for youth. The idea found expression in 
the Youths' Companion^ which also was the first paper 
of the kind in the world. It was published in connec- 
tion with the Rcionii'r^ and was equally successful and 
remunerative. It also is still in existence. Mr. Willis 
li\ed to be ninety years old. Nathaniel Parker Willis, 
his ehlest son, was the editor of three papers, — the 
New \'ork Mirror^ the Corsair, and the Home Journal, 
As a poet and author, his fame is too fresh and abiding 
to rci^uire special mention. Joseph Buckingham, the 
veteran editor and fastidious critic of the Boston Courier^ 
once wrote of him: '*Whom merely to mention, is 
sufficient to awaken a sentiment of esteem and admira- 
tion for one of the most agreeable prose writers that 
our country has produced; and a poet whose numbers 
will live to delight a future age, and place him in the 
foremost rank of those who have invested wit with 
modesty and decorum, and added grace and innocence 
to the refinements of fashion." Sarah Payson Willis, 
*• Fanny Fern," was the fourth daughter of Nathaniel 
Willis; and, like her eldest brother, became famous by 



the office of the Independent Chronicle, with which his her writings. Her style was new and entirely distinct 



father had formerly been connected. Here, in the same 
room in which Benjamin Franklin had once worked, 
Mr. Willis was employed. His only recreation was his 
military drill with the "Fusilecrs," under Captain John 
Brazier, a company which has become historic in Boston. 



ive, and her wit, freshness, and strong common sense 
procured admirers in both hemispheres. She was buried 
with her father and brother at Mount Auburn. Richard 
Slorrs Willis was a student of Chauncey Hall, and 
later, of the Boston Latin School, under the neighbor 
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ing shelter of which, at its old site on School street, he 
was born. He entered Yale College in 1837. His 
early love of the art of music was interwoven, during 
his college course, with the study of the classics. In 
his Sophomore year, he was chosen President of the 
Beethoven Society, which was composed of all the vocal 
and instrumental talent of the college. The members 
did service as the chapel choir, and furnished the music 



on the Albion^ the Tribunty the Mtisical Times^ and the 
Catholic World. He subsequently bought and edited 
the Musical TimcSy which was later consolidated with 
the Musical World. After some years, he started the 
Once a Mouthy a magazine devoted to the fine arts. He 
also wrote a book, entitled Our Church MusiCy which met 
with high commendation from the London Athetutum; 
the more creditable from the fact that most American 



at the annual commencements, in place of the expen- ' books were severely criticised by that magazine. He 
sivc orchestra usually hire<l from New York. Mr. Willis, next brought out a volume of "Church Chorals" and 
composed in<lustriously for the college orche^t^a and • numerous '•.Student Songs'* and "Miscellaneous Lyrics." 



choir. He arranged and harmonized many (jerman 
part-songs, the words of which were translated for the 
purpose by the poet Pcrcival. -Among other instru- 
mental pieces, he wrote the ** Cllen Mary Waltzes," 
which were afterwards published by Ditson, and, for 
twenty or twenty-five years, brought handsome returns 
both to author and publisher. A friendship was natur- 
ally formed between Mr. Willis and the poet just men- 
tioned, and he probably saw as much as any one, 
during his crjllege life, of that gifted and eccentric 
man. He was also a friend of Fitz-Greene llalleck, 
who lived in the neighboring Guiiff>rd. After graduat- 
ing in 1S41, he went to Clermany, and devoted himself to 
the study of musical science in Frankfort-on-the-.Main. 
He comj>leled an elaborate course in harmony and 
musical form, under the direction of the venerable 



Schnyder \^)n Warlensee; and, in Leij^zig, a course on i86r Mr. Willis marrieil Mrs. Alexandrine Macomb 



counterpoint and instrumenlalion wiih Ilauphnann, Pro- 
fessor in the Cunservalorv, and (\'inl<>r of the ♦'Thomas 
Schule." (The latter position was in early linus occu- 
pied by .Sebastian Hach.) The following men, emineni 
in music, were at that time in Leipzig: Mendelssohn, 
(iade, Moscheles {already advanced in year.>), David, 
Joaquin, and others, whose taste and genius seemed to 
j^ervade the very air, and inspire all who breathed it. 
Mr. Willis ha«l .••ubseriuently the good fortune to pass 
a summer in the Taunus Mountains in company with 
MendelsMdin; the j)oet Freiligrath ; Gutzkow, the dra- 
matic author; and the Professor-poet, Hoffman von 
Pallerslcben. Mendelssohn reviewed some of the work 
Mr. Willi> had done with Schnyder, and corrected his 
compositions, leaving his own jiencil marks upon them. 
These manuscripts, together with a Canon which he 
wrote in Mr. Willis* album at parting, form a very 
]deasant and valuable souvenir. While passing a winter 
in Hamburg, Mr. Willis' familiarity with German ena- 
bled him to do some literary work for Gustav, the 
reigning Landgrave of Hesse-Hamburg, who sent him 
a diploma with the honorary title ol Professor. Re- 



During the war, he competed for a prize offered for the 
best national song, and his ** Anthem of Liberty,'* to 
which he also composed the music, was pronounced 
best by the committee. Richard Grant W'hite, in his 
subsequent collection of these songs, gave it first place 
and enthusiastic praise. Mr. Willis afterwards wrote 
the song, "Why, Northmen, Why?** and others of a 
patriotic type, which were rehearsed in schools and sung 
at public gatherings. In 1 85 1 Mr. Willis married Miss 
Jessie Cairns, of Roslyn, Long Island. The beautiful 
home of her parents adjoined those of Bryant and Parke 
Godwin, on Roslyn Bay. Mrs. Willis died in 1858. 
Her pure and lovely nature is tenderly delineated in 
her husband's ".Memorial," whose pages also bear lines 
from Bryant, Fanny Fern, and many other friends emi- 
nent in New York society and the world of letters. In 



Campau, of Detroit, Michigan. They spent many sum- 
mers in their beautiful island home, named "Inscbruhe," 
until property and family considerations \\ithdrew them 
entirely to Michigan. Mr. Willis has recently returned 
to Detroit after four years' residence in Europe, where 
he went for the education of his children. While re- 
siding in Nice, he collected his national songs and 
miscellaneous lyrics into a volume entitled Waif of Sofi^y 
which was published by Galignani, of Paris. The first 
volumes of the book were sold during the Nice Carnival 
of 1876, by Mrs. Willis, who presijled over the Ameri- 
can Kiosque in the public square. The proceeds of all 
the various kiosqucs representing the foreign colonies 
of that gay winter re.sort, enured to the poor of the 
city. Younger branches of the Willis family are keep- 
ing fresh the literary record of their ancestors, — most 
prominent of* whom, in a scientific direction, is Dr. Y, 
J. Bumstead, of New York, a nephew of Mr. Willis, 
who is the author of medical works which have made 
him conspicuous at home and abroad. These works 
have been translated into other languages; and, on the 
occasion of his visit to Paris, achieved for their author 



turning to America after six years of absence, he \isited ' the high com])linient of a public dinner from the med- 
Yale College, and, fi»r a time, (»ccupied himself with a ical faculty of thai city. One of Mr. Willis' nieces is 



class of tutors and professors who desired to j)raclice 
colliKjuial German. He altcrwartis went to New Yoik, 



a sparkling contributor to the Boston journals; and 
another, late a school-girl, has a poetic gift of charming 



where he became connecteil with the jjre.s-s, and wnne | promise. \ grand-niece, who is but eight year.-> of age, 
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has already written a parlor play of singular precocity, 
in which, when performed in Cambridge, Massachu- 
setts, she acted the principal part. The following is a 
summary of singular literary coinci<lenccs in the history 
of the Willis family: From 1776 to i8c», Nathaniel 
Willis, Sen., edited three newspapers, — the Independent 
ChrvnieUy the Potomac Guardian^ the Scioto Gazette. 
From 1803 to i860, Nathaniel Willis, Jun., edited three 
newspapers, — the Eastern Ai-gus^ the Boston Recorder^ 
the Youths' Companion, From 1830 to 1866, Nathaniel 
Parker Willis edited three papers, — the New York Mir- 
ror^ the Corsair^ the Home Journal . From 185 1 to 1863, 
Richard Storrs Willis edited three j>apers, — the Musical 
Times, the Musical IVorld^ and Once a Month. 




lOODWARD, AUGUSTUS H., of Detroit, was a 

I 

native of Virginia. He emigrated to Michigan i 
^ in 1805, an<l was appointed a Judge of the , 
Territory, which honorable position he held until 1824. 
He was the author of a code of laws wliich l)ears his 
name. He was appointed a Judge for the Territory of I 
Florida; and died there after a serviie of three years. 




iflLSON, JOHN B., Founder and Engine Builder, 
of Detroit, was born on the banks of the Clyde 
River, in Scotland* October, 1823. His father, 
Daniel Wilson, was a farmer. John Wilson's start in 
life, after leaving school at an early age, was as a shep- 
herd boy, on the heathery hills of his native country. 
His natural tastes, which were towards mechanical 
work, rendered him unfit for this business. While 
pursuing the (to him) irksome task of watching the 
flock, he constructed miniature wind-mills and water- 
wheels; he also made gins for the capture of wild fowls 
and other game, which was then considered a heinous 
offense in that country. One of his traps being found 
and carried to Lord Douglass, of Douglass Castle, the 
arrest of the offender was ordered. ** It was no pren- 
tice hand that constructed such a machine," said his 
lord>hip; **he must be arrested." But the boy was out 
of reach, — a fugitive at the age of fourteen. He found 
his way to the home of a friend, in a distant part of the 
country, where he obtained more congenial employment 
than herding. Becoming engaged as a carpenter and 
mill-wright, he continued in this occupation for a term 
of years; and ultimately obtained a po>ilion in the 
foundry and machine works of Messrs. Craig & Co., of 
(Glasgow, in 1843. He remained until 1S4S, when the 
Revolution in France^-during which Louis Philippe 



abdicated his throne — prostrated trade all over Europe, 
causing many thousands of workmen to be thrown out 
of employment. At the same time, the Irish famine, 
occasioned by the failure of the potato crop, necessi- 
tated the erection of mills in that country for grinding 
corn, which was then, for the first lime, sinpped in 
large quantities from the United States. Mr. Wilson 
was selected, in preference to many older and more ex- 
])erienced hands, to go to Ireland for the i)urpose of 
erecting mill machinery. W^hile there, Mr. Kelly, of 
Sligo, formed an attachment for the young man, and 
offered to supply the means to establish a foundry and 
machine shop. At that time there was no foundry 
nearer, or, at least, more available, than either Glasgow 
or Liverpool. Having determined on America as his 
future home, no persuasion could change Mr. Wilson's 
purpose. He sailed from the Clyde, in the good bark 
"Margaret," March 15, 1849, after having been in Ire- 
land over six months, during the stormy revolutionary 
limes of Smith O'Biien, Mitchell, Meagher, and others. 
Landing in New N'ork in Aj>ril, he found business much 
tlepressed, and no work lo be obtained. Even at that 
(late, the cry was "Go West." So, turning towards 
ihc selling sun. and making an occasional detour, to 
lake in the principal ( ities of the States and Canada, 
Mr. Wilson reached the city of Detroit, one fine Sun- 
day morning, in the latter part of May, 1849. The 
church bells seemed ringing him a welcome; and, 
partly owing lo a fancy for the place, and partly to 
his weariness, he acteil upon the advice of Mr. Hugh 
Moffat, afterwards Mayor of Detroit, and decided to 
cast his lot in the metroj^olis of the Peninsular Slate. 
By i)ersisienl api)lication from May until August, he 
succeeded in obtaining employment in the works of 
the Michigan Central Railroad Company, under Mr. 
Pettis, and afterwards under Mr. Newhall, where he 
remained for four years. He then engaged in business 
with Mr. Young, on Brush street, under the firm name 
of Young & Co., which subsequently became Young & 
Sons. The partnership was dissolved in 1856, and Mr. 
W'ilson started in business for himself, at the foot of 
Randolph street. The panic of 1S57, and the conse- 
quent business depression, made it a hard struggle, 
especially for those commencing, as Mr. Wilson did, 
with but small capital. Twice during this year, the 
sheriff had possession of his shop and all that he 
owned ; but, by indomitable pluck, and that obstinate 
perseverance characteristic of his race, he tided over 
that memorable season. He increased his facilities for 
manufacturing from lime to time, and made his own 
drawings and plans for the extensive shop which he 
aflcrwards built, and now owns and occupies. He has 
had no ])arlners as.sociated with him since 1856. His 
manufactures consist i)rincipally in steamboat engines 
and mill machinery, together with castings for building 
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purposes, of which those used in the construction of 
both Whitney's anrl tlie Detroit Opera House were 
from Ills foundry. He also makes brass casting**, !)lack- 
smiths' work, steam hammers, forcings, etc. Mr. Wil- 
son has never bu>ied liimsclf with jKitents, preferring to 
perfect that which he knows to l)e practical. He has 
never turned asitle from the routine of bn.-.iness to 
engage in political enterprises; he has never sought 
political office, but has been )»rominently connected 
with various societies. He is a member of the oldest 
Masonic Lodge in the Western country, — Zion Lodge, 
No. I, — first chartered from Montreal. He has been 
President of St. Andrew's Society, Chief of the Cale- 
donian Club, and President of the Detroit Curling 
Club. He is aNo a member of the Old Mechanics' 
Society. 'Mr. Wilson married, in 1S52, Miss Euphemia 
Young, who died in 1854. He married again, in 1864, 
Miss Caroline MatiUla Stokes, of Sarnia, Canada. They 
liave four childien. Me has been, ami is still, largely 
interested in Detroit, as a properly holder; the plans 
for buildings, which have been con^tructeil «>n his im- 
proved property, were of his own de-ign. Mr. WilM)ii 
is a fair example of that type of business man wiJi 
whom activity, enterj^rise, and persi>tent industry are 
second nature. To-day he puts lii«» shoulder to the 
wheel with all the energy of his younger days, and 
is entirely in his element when bu-^tling anu<ist the 
ponderous machinery of his work-shop, ])er>onaliy 
directing the varied det:iils of his immense business. 
He is popular with his emjiloyes, a genial comj)anion 
among friends, and a useful and esteemed cili/.en. His 
obligations are always fulfdled to the letter; and his 
well-known integrity proceeds, not from the proverbial 
motive of policy, but from a settled principle, that 
makes itself felt in every thing he says and does. 
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ri'lLLIAMS, HON. ALPHEUS STARKEV, of 

vlil I" Detroit, Michigan, was born at Say brook, Con- 
■^ neclicut, Septeml)er 20, 1810. His father, Ezra 
Williams, who was one of the earliest large manufactur- 
ers of New England, died when the subject of this 
sketch was eight years old. His mother, IIej)zibah 
Slarkey, died when lie waM in hi>. eighteenth year. lli>. 
paternal grandfaihei, Samuel Williams, had much of the 
care and inuning of his \()uth. His grandmother Will- 
iams, //ft' Irene Pratt, was a woman of remarkable strength 
of ch;ira<i«'i. She was a descendant of Captain J«jhn 
Pratt, who wa-. one of the earliest settlers of Saybrook, 
an<l wa^ fanmus in the Pe<|U«)t and other New I'^ng- 
land Indian wars, t.ieneral Williams is o( Welsh and 
Iuigli>h parentage. His early edueatiuii was obtained 
under the instructions of Rev. Doctor King, a Congrega- 



tional clergyman, of North Kellingworth, Connecticut; 
and, subse(iuently, at Lee's Academy, in East Guilford, 
where he prepared for college. He entered Yale Col- 
lege in September, 1827, and graduated in 183 1. In 
early life, his tastes inclined to travel and to out-docr 
sports, such as hunting and fishing, which furnished him 
ample recreation during his school days. After his 
gratluation from college, he entered the Yale Law 
School, which was then under the charge of Judge 
Daggett, and remained there three years. During his 
vacations, he visite<l every Slate in the Union, and 
extended his ramblings to the then Mexican province 
of Texas, as far as Matamoras, on the Rio Grande. In 
October, 1S34, he went to Europe, where he remained 
until the summer of 1836. In August, 1836, he came to 
Detroit, and was admitted to the bar of -\nn Arbor Cir- 
cuit in the spring of 1837. Detroit has been his place 
of residence since that lime. He practiced law several 
years, bul with strong dislike of the profession. In 
1839 General Williams was elected Judge of Probate of 
Wayne County, and served in that capacity four years. 
In 1S43 he was elected as one of the Aldermen of the 
city of Detinit. In 1844, having been an unsuccessful 
candidate for Mayor against General John R. Williams, 
he was elected by the Common Council as Recorder of 
Detroit for the period of one year. In 1843 he pur- 
chased the Detroit Aih'tniis,:r, (now Daily Tribwu and 
Aih'i'n'iSi'r), which he disposed of in 1847, upon going to 
the Mexican War. In 1S49 he was appointed, by Presi- 
dent Taylor, Postmaster of Detroit, which office he held 
until July, 1S53. From 1853 to 1857, he was President 
of the Michigan Oil Company, in which he met with 
severe losses by the revulsions in trade of 1857. In 
185S-59 he was a member of the Board of Education. 
At the close of the civil war, in 1866, he was nominated 
by a Convention of Soldiers and Sailors, and, subse- 
(juently, by the Democratic State Convention, as a can- 
didate for Governor of Michigan, against Hon. Henry 
('rapo, who was elected. During the summer of 1866, 
he was appointed, by President Andrew Johnson, as a 
member of a commission to examine the military claims 
of Missouri. Before the gubernatorial election took 
place, he was appointed, by President Johnson, as 
Minister Resident of the United States at the Republic of 
Salvador, in Central America, where he went in Decem- 
ber, iS()6, ami remained until December, 1869. During 
llio-e three years, he tra\eled much in Central America. 
In Noxembjr, 1S74, he was elected to Congress from the 
Eirst ( Wayne County ) Congressional District; and, in 
1876, he was renominated for the position, and was 
elected by an increased majority over his Republican 
up|)oneiit. Since his return from (.'entral America, he 
has traveled over the greater part of Nebraska, Colorado, 
Utah, (alirnrnia, and other portions of the far West. 
He began his military experience as a private in the 
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famous ** Brady Guards," of Detroit. He became Cap- 
tain of the Guards, and was in the United Stales service 
in the winters of both 1838 and 1839, during what is 
known as the "Canadian Patriot War." In October, 
1847, he was commissioned as Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
1st Michigan Volunteer Infantry, for the Mexican War; 
but his regiment was too late in getting to that country 
to take any part in the operations around the City of 
Mexico. They were sent to Cordova, and into the 
valley between the Orizaba Mountains on the way Yrom 
Vera Cruz, to clear the country of guerrillas, who ob- 
structed and nearly closed the route to that city. This 
regiment was mustered out of the service at the end of 
the war, in July, 1848. In the late civil war, (General 
Williams' first military services were as President of the 
Stale Military Board, and commander of the military 
camp of instruction at Fort Wayne, near Detroit, for ihe 
officers and non-commissioned officers of the 5th. 6th, 
and 7lh Michigan Volunteer Infantry regiments. While 
in this capacity, he was appointed, by President Lincf)ln, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, to rank as such from 
April 17, 1861. He was ordered to report to (ieneial 
McClellan, but by him was sent to (ieneral N. P. 
Banks, who was commanding a division on the Potomac, 
near Darnestown, Maryland. General Bankn assigned 
him to command the Third Brigade of his division. 
Shortly after Genetal Williams assume«l this command 
occurred the unfortunate battle of Ball's Bliifi", in which 
fell the gallant Colonel Baker, of California, (icncral 
Williams was ordered Co his support. He made a niglii 
march in rain and over muddy roads, encountering on 
the way the dead body of General Baker, and a long 
train of the wounded from that disastrous field. He 
reached Edward's Ferry about daylight, and was prej)ar- 
ing lo take his brigade across, when he was ordered into 
camp on the north side of the Potomac. Further 
attempts to occupy Leesburg were abandoned, and 
Banks' division took position some ten miles below, 
at Muddy Branch; and, subsequently, in December, 
marched to Frederick City, for winter quarters. Early in 
January, 1862, it was ascertained that Stonewall Jackson 
had suddenly marched with his command from Win- 
chester for the Upper Polomac. General Williams was 
ordered with his brigade to Hancock, Maryland, — the 
supposed objective point of Jackson, — to reinforce and 
take command of troops already at that place. He made 
a midwinter march across the Alleghanies, with the 
mercury below zero, and reachetl Hancock just in lime 
to find excellent shelter for his frost bitten men in the 
buildings from which Jackson had shelled his Confeder- 
ate frietuls a day or two before. Jnckson made no seri- 
ous attempt to cross the river, and (ieneral Williams 
remained in comnian*! there the resl of the winter. 
Early in the spring of 1S62, General Banks, reinforced 
at Ilarj)cr's Kerry by Sedgwick's division and other 



troops, began his campaign of the fihenandoah. When 
Banks crossed with the main army at Harper's Ferr)*, 
and moved by Charlestown and Berry ville. General Will- 
I iams was ordered lo cross with his brigade, strengthened 
by three additional regiments, at Williamsport, and march 
z'/a Martinsburg and Bunker Hill. His destination was 
Winchester, held by Stonewall Jackson. General Williams 
crossed the Potomac March 2, moved rapidly through 
Martinsburg to Bunker Hill, where he came upon the 
enemy's advance posts, routed them and captured some 
prisoners. After some delay at this point, with daily 
skirmishes and battles, General Williams was ordered, 
in co-operation with Hamilton's brigade, lo reconnoiler in 
force towards Winchester. Just before sunset of March 
II, the two brigades came in .sight of the Winchester 
earthworks, and of Jackson's forces drawn uj) in line of 
bailie, along the elevations north and \Vest of that place. 
Upon consultation, it was decided to give them battle 
the next morning; but, when morning came, Jackson's 
line was not visible, and our troops, with considerable 
display of the pomp of war, moved inlo the Confederate 
works without opposition. The civil authorities came 
out and formally suneinlercd the city. Upon the rc- 
organizalio:i of the army prc])aralory to McClellan*s 
campaign, March 20, 1862, (ieneral Williams was placed 
in command of Bank's division, — then designated as the 
First I)i\isi(.n, Fifth Army Corps. On March 24, while 
i at Snickersville, on the Shenandoah, on the march to 
' Manassas J unci ion, he heard rumors that Jackson had 
countermarched on Winchester, and attacked Shields' 
division, which had been left to cover the line of the 
Shenandoah Valley. His division was separated by a 
broken bridge over the swollen river; one brigade — 
Abercrombie's — being on the east side, and the other 
two on the west side, of the stream. Eeavirg Aber- 
cromlie to continue his march, General Williams re- 
turned with his other brigade to Berry ville; and, 
receiving confirmation of the battle before daylight, 
he pursued his way through Winchester, overtaking 
Jackson's rear guard a few miles below the battle-field 
of Kernslown. The pursuit was kei>t up, with battles 
and captures of men and material, the command bivou- 
acking after dark, at the close of a most tiresome day, 
on the banks of Cedar Creek, — the scene, later in the 
war, of Sheridan's remarkable victory, after his famous 
long ride from Winchester. Cieneral Williams occupied 
Slra^burg the following day; and subsequently fol- 
lowed Jackson as far as Harrisonburg, ninety miles up 
the valley. The enemy, crossing the Shenandoah, took 
refuge in the hills at Swift Run Ciap; and was soon 
after wanN reinforced by Kwell's divisi(»n, and two brig- 
ades of General I'M ward Johnson, — in all twentv thou- 
sand strong. About the middle of May, Shields' strong 
division was detached from Banks', and sent to McDow- 
ell, raising his force to more than forty thousand effec- 
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live men. This detachment left lianks with only two 
brigades — eight regiments — of infantry, under (reneral 
Williams, and a small brigade of cavalry, under General 
I. T. Hatch. His whole force — cavalry, infantry, and 
artillery — did not exceed five thousand men. With 
this small number. Banks fell back to Strasburg; posting 
his cavalry in advance up the valley, and sending a 
single infantry regiment with a section of artillery i.) 
hold the dcbouchc of Surry Valley, near Front Royal. 
Jackson, having united his own divi:>ion to that of 
Ewell and the two brigades of Johnson, making a 
force of at least twenty thousand men, (see Cooke's 
Biography of Jackson^ page 641), moved through the 
Surry V'alley; and, on the afternoon of May i}^^ fell 
upon and c^u^hed the .single regiment — 1st Marylan<l, 
Colonel Kcnly — at Front Royal; crossed the Shenan- 
doah Valley, and took a position on the Winchester 
road, where he supposed he couM effectually cut Ranks' 
line of retreat upon that town. The condition of Banks 
was indeed very critical, and re<iuired prompt action. 
During the night, General Williams concentrated his 
seven remaining regiments, — an effective force of not 
over thirty-five iuindred men, — and by daylight began 
the movement towards Winchester of the sui>ply train, 
the supernumerary artillery, and sick an<l wounded, to 
the number of several hundred, left at Strasburg from 
Shields' division. The road from Front Royal and that 
from Strasburg form a junction at Winchester. Jack- 
son, having moved forward on the former road, halted 
for the night many miles nearer Winche>ter than was 
General Williams at Strasburg. He had an unobstructed 
turnpike to Winchester, which was held only by a single 
Union regiment, and a few -Maryland cavalrymen. He 
could avail himself of several good cross-roads which led 
directly upon the flank of General Williams' line of march, 
and he had a force that outnumbered General Williams' 
seven regiments at least as six to one. He could have 
formed six columns, cither of which would have been 
superior in number to Williams' united command. 
But, according to his biographer, Cooke, his tactical 
plan was this: Ewell, with Trimble's infantry brigade, 
a regiment of cavalry and two batteries, was sent towarvls 
Winchester, (ieneral (ieorge H. Stewart was dispatched 
with his cavalry regiments towards Newtown, and Jack- 
son, **in personal command of the main boily of the 
army" (Cooke, page 144), proceeded towards .Middle- 
town ; both latter places being on the .Strasburg pike. 
Mr. Cooke further says, that Jackson's column was in 
motion at early dawn. If so, his movement was very 
slow; for it was at least five hour> after dawn when 
Jackson opened with artillery upon the rear portion of 
General Williams' train, and followed up with his infan- 
try and Asliby's cavalry. A small force from the cavalry 
brigade, which was covering these wagons, was unable 
to withstand this attack; and the train, just at this 



point, was thrown into great confusion. Two infantry 
regiments, forming the rear guard, threw aside knap- 
sacks, came up on the run, and repulsed Jackson's main 
body; holding it in check until order was restored, and 
the train, with the loss of a dozen or so of wagons from 
disabled mules and broken wheels, passed beyond the 
point of attack. Jackson followed on the pike, but, 
General Williams' rear guard being reinforced, he was 
unable further to seriously molest the train. From 
Newtown, General Williams sent forward a detachment 
of Broadhead's 1st Michigan Cavalry, and ascertained 
that the road to Winchester was clear. A battery of 
artillery was put in position, strongly supported by a large 
portion of Gordon's brigade; and Jackson's main body 
of his army, and Stewart's cavalry were held in check 
until the whole of the train had safely passed through 
Winchester, seven or eight miles away. In the language 
of Jackson's biographer, who gives a most fanciful ac- 
count of the disorganization of the Union troops: *»At 
nightfall, the Federal artillery, which had held the Con- 
federate advance in check at Newtown, retired from the 
field, and Jackson determined to push on after General 
Banks to Winchester." This **push on" was a slow 
process, for Gordon, at every favorable point, with those 
superb regiments, — the 2d Massachusetts and 3d Wis- 
consin, — opened with fearful volleys upon Jackson's 
advance, so that he was from twilight till after midnight 
gaining five miles towards Winchester. It was far into 
the nij:ht before Gordon went into bivouac on the ridge 
near Winchester which commands the Strasburg pike. 
Kwell, whose separate column was ordered to move 
towards Winchester at the first dawn, did not arrive 
near that town until late in the day. His advance was 
driven back by a strong picket of several companies of 
the loth Maine, which composed the garrison at Win- 
chester, and he went into camp for the night. Hours 
before this, however, Donnelly coming up with the train, 
with his three regiments, had gone into position along 
some broken ridges which commanded the ?'ront Royal 
road. During this day of intense excitement and almost 
constant fighting on flank and rear, preceded by a sleej)- 
less night for most of the officers and men. General 
Williams' comparatively small command had succeeded 
in covering its huge trains.; in beating off Jackson's 
attacking columns; and, at night, with unbroken ranks 
and undismayed si)irits, stood facing the enemy in front 
of Winchester. But the danger was not entirely over. 
(ieneral Baaks decided, as stated in his report, **to test 
the substance and strength of the enemy by an actual 
collision." It was a bold decision. The trains, before 
daylight, were far on the road to the Potomac; General 
Williams had not been reinforced at Winchester; the 
single regiment — loth Maine — in garrison at Win- 
chester, was not put into line, but remained in town 
during the fight, and marched off on the retreat from 
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necessity without superior orders ; and Hatch's cavalry, 
cut off by Jackson's main body when it struck the valley 
pike, had nut reported at Winchester. On the other 
hand, Jackson had it in his power, under the cover of 
night, to place a force superior to that of General Will- 
iams on both his flanks and in his rear, completely 
hedging him in. Fortunately, no attempt of this kind 
was made; but, some hours after daylight, after appar- 
ently much marching and counter-marching, an attack 
was made on Donnelly's position. He repulsed it with 
great loss to the enemy and very little to himself, as he 
was for the most part under cover of stone walls. No 
further attempt was made on Donnelly; but, as the mist 
rose, more than thirty battle-flags of the enemy's regi- 
ments could be seen moving to turn both flanks, but 
mainly around Gordon's and on the right, which move- 
ment the topography of the country greatly f.i\(>rcd. 
Gordon moved two regiments to meet the enierj^ency ; 
but the 27th Indiana, while deploying from column, on 
the extreme right, wai? unexpectedly struck by Taylor's 
brigade, and forced down the hill, carrying with it the 
29th Pennsylvania. General W'illianis, who had just 
arrived in the rear of these regiments, from Donnelly's 
position, was satisfied that further attempts '* to lest the 
substance and strength" of a force so va-.ily superior in 
numbers would result in irreparable disaster. After 
dispatching Captain Wilkins, aclin*; Adjutant-General, 
to rally the two regiments at a fence near the foot 
of the hill, he ordered Gordon to withdraw his brigade 
through the town, and sent Lieutenant S. E. I'itiman, 
Aid-de-camp, with orders to Donnelly to retire through 
the fields on the east side. These movements were 
made in perfect order, mostly in column, excepting 
some stragglers from the two broken regiments. The 
only cavalry on the field was a battalion of the 1st 
Michigan, under Major Town, standing calmly in 
column half way up the slope on the right of Gordon's 
regiments. It was important that, to extricate an ex- 
posed battery, some immediate demonstialion should be 
made to check a rapid advance of the enemy. Major 
Town undertook the perilous duty with characteristic 
alacrity, and his little cavalry command of two squadrons 
was at once put in movement up the hill; while on his 
immediate left, an infantry regiment was hurriedly ^oing 
down, broken by a superior force Upon reaching the 
crest, the officers in advance saw an approaching line of 
battle extending right and left beyond the reach of 
sight; and, in its rear, undeployed masses covering the 
broad plateau. Astonished by what must have struck 
them as an unlooked-for charge in force, the enemy's 
line halted, and, apparently without orders, opened a 
furious, but ill-directed fusillade. It was an honest occa- 
sion of stiin'iT qui pent. Town, with his little command, 
went down the hill without standing particularly "upon 
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the order of his going; " General Williams and the only \ 



staff officer with him at the moment, Captain Beman, 
acting Commissary of Subsistence, put their horses 
towards what seemed the most favorable point of pas- 
sage in a very heavy stone wall on the right. The 
(jeneral's horse carried him safely over. Captain Heman's 
failed, but he contrived to get off unharmed at an- 
other place in the fence, and rejoine<l the General. 
Anxious to know how far the enemy's movements 
jeopardized the line of retreat, another attempt was 
made, further on, to reach the crest of the hill through 
a narrow lane. A rattling volley from the hill-top 
put an end to all efforts at reconnoissance in that 
direction, and gave satisfactory proof that the enemy 
was moving along the ridge which commands the Mar- 
tinsburg road on the north side of the town. When 
they reached the plain on the north side, which spreads 
out fur about a half mile to a skirting of heavy timber, 
a scene of confusion presented itself. Hundreds of fugi- 
tives, mostly colored people, with vehicles of all kinds, 
from hay-racks to mule-carts, crowded the road; and 
groups of men and women, of all ages, weighed down 
with all kinds of household effects, from feather beds to 
frying pans, were hurrying across the unfenced fields as 
if flying from the wrath t)f a threatening volcano. Amid 
thcsc confused ami frightened masses, columns of infan- 
try and lines of batteries were moving to the rear with 
apparent coolness and deliberation. In the edge of the 
woods, wliere a brief halt was made, the stragglers had 
formed in a well-ortlered line of battle. A battery was 
put into position, and opened upon the eminences 
occupied by the enemy, but no persistent attack was 
attempted. There were yet thirty-five miles of weari- 
some marching to reach the Potomac, for troops, most 
of whom had been under arms, with much fighting, for 
nearly thirty-six hours; and the morning sun was already 
at least five hours above the horizon. The retreat was 
therefore continued, with short halts at Bunker Hill and 
other favorable positions for repelling cavalry. Cooke, 
Jackson's biographer, asserts that the infantry halted 
through exhaustion, five miles from Winchester; and 
that, for .some improbable reason, '* the cavalry did not 
at first press the Federal troops;" but that Ashby and 
Stewart, having joined forces at Bunker Hill, *'the 
Federal forces were followed hotly through Martins- 
burg, and driven across the Potomac with the loss of 
many prisoners and the capture of immense stores." 
The river was reached long after dark; and the cro.ssing 
to Williamsport was not completed until after noon of 
the following day, as the stream was unfurdable. There 
was neither hut pursuit nor serious molestation after 
leaving Winchester. Many men, wholly exhausted by 
lung vigils, marciiing and fighting, fell out of the ranks 
and were captured; but not one was taken in battle. A 
considerable quantity of military supplies, stored mainly 
at Winchester for the Department of the Shenandoah, 
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were destroyed or fell into the hands of the enemy; but 
the long train of five hundred wagons, filled with 
military supplies, and all the artillery, with General 
Williams' command, were brought off with little loss. 
General Williams' loss in killed and wounded did not 
exceed one hundred and fifty men. Jackson's biograph- 
ers state the enemy's loss to have been al)out four hun- 
dred in killetl and \voun<lcd. Banks' retreat, dcri^iivcly 
called "Dankr*' skedaddle," has been a subject of much 
glorification wilh Southern historians and biographers, 
and of no little misrepresentation, as to ct)niparalive 
forces and actual losses, by Northern writers. WMien the 
facts shall be fully known, the wonder will be how 
Banks' little command, with its huge impcdimotta, 
escaped at all from the overwhelming force of the 
vigilant and tireless Stonewall Jackson. Jackson, after 
Banks' retreat, slowly pursued his march to the vicinity 
of Harper's Ferry. McDowell at Fredericksburg, anil 
Fremont in Western Virginia, were ordered to make 
forced marches to intercept his retreat; but, fully advised 
by the Northern press of the intended trap, Jackson 
managed, June l, to e>cape both Generals. Two week.s 
afterwards, having cunningly convinced our military 
authorities that he was preparing for another campaign 
down the valley, Jackson had transferred his whole force 
to Lee's army, near Richmond ; and was stoutly engaged 
in the seven days' fight which forced McClellan to the 
James River. In the meantime, to cover Wa>>l)ington, 
McDowell's command was deployed through Central 
Virginia, and Banks and Fremont hatl joined Hanks at 
Middletown, on the main valley road, which separated 
the two military departments. General Williams' di- 
vision, having recrossed the Potomac early in June, now 
formed the left flank of Banks' newly organized corps, 
near Front Royal. Movements for concentration began 
early in July. On the 6th, General Williams crossed the 
Blue Ridge by Che>ler's Gap, and, after temporary halts 
at Annsville and Warrenton, and marches and counter- 
marches, went into camp on the i6th of July, at Little 
Washington, sending one brigade (Crawford's) to Cul- 
pepper Court House. Early in August, it was known 
that Jackson had been sent in command of a large force 
to resist the advance of Pope. Banks' corps was con- 
centrated near Culpepper; and, on the 9th of August, 
Jackson having crossed the Rapidan, both of his divi- 
sions took up position seven or eight miles south of that 
place, near Cedar Run. General C. C. Augur com- : 
manded the Second Division, and General Williams the 
First Division, of Banks' newly organized corps, — the 
Second Corps, Army of Virginia. On the morning of 
that day, Pope's forces, that were or jnight have been 
within supporting distance of Banks', were posted as 
follows: One division (Rickett's) of McDowell's corps 
in advance of Culpepper; Sigel's corps, superior in 
numbers to Banks', at Sperryville, or on the road, at 
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least fifteen miles away. The other divisions of Mc- 
Dowell were beyond supporting distance. Neither 
Rickett's division nor Sigel's corps reached the field 
till dark, and after the battle was over. Banks had 
present in battle of his whole corps, infantry and artil- 
lery, as appears from the reports now in existence of 
regimental and battery commanders, just six thousand 
nine hundred and sixty-seven officers and men. Over 
four thousand men were absent in detachments of single 
companies, batteries, and routine details; and* five whole 
regiments at different passes and cross roads. The Union 
force, therefore, in the battle of Cedar Mountain, did 
not exceed seven thousand men, exclusive of Bayard's 
cavalry, which took no part in the main battle. South- 
ern writers claim that McDowell, Banks, and Sigel were 
united in a force of thirty thousand men. Jackson 
brought into the field his own and Ewell's divisions 
(his old valley command, less losses), and A. P. Hill's 
division, — an aggregate of not less than from twenty to 
twenty-five thousand officers and men, with numerous 
batteries, and General Robertson's cavalry command. 
The enemy had opened with a single battery before 
noon. After a cessation, it re-opened about three o'clock, 
and soon developed into a broad circle of artillery fire. 
In the absence of special instructions, (Jeneral Williams 
deployed his division on the right of the main road, 
near a margin of wood, resting his right — two regi- 
ments and four companies, 3d Wisconsin, of Gordon's 
brigade, with a battery — upon a favorable elevation, 
which projected beyond the general line, commanding 
an opening to the right front as well as to the imme- 
diate front. Its whole length was traversed by deep 
gullies, and the little rivulet known as Cedar Run. Six 
companies of the 3d Wisconsin were sent into the woods, 
a few hundred yards in front, as skirmishers. Observ- 
ing, from time to time, that single regiments were with- 
drawn from the* line by staff officers, and sent to the 
woods in front, without 6rdcrs passing through the 
intermediate commanders. General Williams at length 
sent the whole of Crawford's brigade to that j)osition ; 
keeping Gordon's two regiments in their original place 
to observe and check anv flank movement towards the 



right, which the evident superior force of the enemy 
rendered probable. At length, about five o'clock, p. 
M., after an artillery battle of at least two hours, a sharp 
rattle of musketry on the extreme left and considerably 
in the rear of General Williams' advance brigade showed 
that a portion of Augur's division was engaged. This 
fire by degrees extended itself towards the center. 
General Williams, recognizing the probably disastrous 
and fruitless results of advancing Crawford's brigade 
from its sheltered position, across open wheat fields in 
the face of woods held by the enemy, had procured a 
modification of two or three orders for that movement. 
It was evident that the enemy's left must soon under- 
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take the disatl vantages of an offensive attack. It is now 
well known that Jackson was only waiting for A. P. 
HilPs division to begin an advance on that flank. But 
the annoyances of several batteries along the road, 
thought to be in position to capture, and an apparent 
necessity of relieving a heavy pressure upon Augur's 
division, carried the day with the commanding General. 
Under urgent directions to hasten Crawford's move- 
ments, Captain W. D. Wilkins, Acting Adjutant-General, 
was sent with conditional orders to make the charge. 
The following is an extract, relative to this movement, 
from General Jackson's official report (See Reports of 
the Army of Northern Vir^inia^ volume 20, page 15): 
•* While the Federal attack upon Early was in progress, 
the main body of the Federal infantry moved down 
from the woods, through the corn and wheat-fields, 
and fell with great vigor on our extreme left; and, by 
the force of superior numbers, hearing down all oppo- 
sition, turned it and poured a destructive fire into its 
rear. Campbell's brigade fell back in disorder. The 
enemy pushing forward, the left flank of A. (}. Talia- 
ferro's brigade, being by these movements exposed 
to a flank fire, fell back, as did also the left of Early's 
line. General W. B. Taliaferro's divibion (Jackson's old 
brigade) becoming exposed, they were withdrawn.'* 
This general stampede of brigades and batteries was 
checked, at length, by the two brigades of iJranch and 
Winder, supported by Archer's and Pender's brigades, 
in reserve in the open fields; •'where," says Jackson, 
**the fight was still maintained with obstinacy, when. 
Archer and Pender coming up, a general charge — l)y 
four brigades — was made, which drove the enemy across 
the fields into the opposite woods, strewing the narrow 
valley with their dead." It seems hardly creditable 
that this attacking force, which Jackson calls •'the main 
body of the Federal army," consisted of only three regi- 
ments — the loth Maine, supporting a battery, not going 
in — of General Williams' first brigade. These three regi- 
ments — 46lh Pennsylvania, 5th Connecticut, and 28th 
New York — took into battle just one thousand three 
hundred and six officers and men. The six companies 
of 3d Wisconsin, about three hundred men in the out- 
.set, joined in the charge on the extreme right. They 
were shortly driven back by a superior force in the 
woods. These three regiments, taking the double-quick 
across the wheat-fi^ld, exposed for several hundred yards 
to an unobstructed fire, struck Campbell's brigade, not 
in flank, but squarely in front. This command being 
routed, brigade after brigade was in turn thrown into 
confusion ; and, for over a mile, this heroic band drove 
before them the best troops of Jackson's gallant army. 
At length, emerging from the woods, themselves broken 
in ranks, badly disorganized, and greatly exhausted by 
the rapidity of the chase, they encountered Jackson's 
reserves in the open field; four brigades, — Branch's, 



Winder's, Archer's, and Pender's, — two in line, and two 
in support. Even here, with such vast odds against 
them, Jackson reports, "the fight was still maintained 
with obstinacy." Jackson, in person, rallied his con- 
fused and flying brigades, and, uniting them to the four 
brigades which had arrested the stampede, hurled the 
whole in a general charge upon this little body of ex- 
hausted assailants. They had outrun all possible sup- 
port. They had no directing head ; for their brigade 
commander, Crawford, had not gone forward with them, 
and most of their field-officers were already disabled. 
Their only alternative was capture or retreat; and back 
they came, pursued on flank and rear by at least ten 
times their number, burning to avenge their recent 
disasters. But the enemy's advance was arrested, and 
the scattered remnants of the gallant retreating regi- 
ments, bringing off" in safety all their regimental colors, 
were collected in the rear. Their loss was terrible. 
Every field-ofllcer and every regimental Adjutant was 
killed or woundetl. In the 2Sth New York, every com- 
pany ofVicer in the charge was killed or wounded ; in 
I the 46lh Pennsylvania, all but five; in the 5th Connec- 
ticut, all but eight. The aggregate of casualties, of 
officers and men, was six hundred and ninety-one, more 
I than one-half of the command. l*robably, the whole 
history of the late war can not present an instance of 
more heroic and persistent valor; but, in view of the 
improbabilities of ultimate success, and the almost cer- 
tain great and useless sacrifice of men. General Bosquet's 
well-known criticism of the charge of the six hundred 
at Balaklava may filly be repealed: "It was splendid, 
but it was not war." Early in the night following the 
battle, a body of the enemy's infantry moved silently 
into the woods, strangely left unguarded, in front of 
one of Rickett's brigades; and, at the same time, a 
battery was brought up along the shaded road. Both 
opened a rattling fire over the fields, apparently at ran- 
dom, and with no results corresponding to the noise and 
confusion that followed. A large group of dismounted 
Generals, staff" officers, and orderlies had gathered around 
a rocky knoll, where General Pope had temporarily 
established himself, and became mixed up with rearing 
and plunging wounded horses. General Banks was 
badly injured by the kick of a horse. On the night of 
September 2, General Banks, still quite an invalid, left 
at once for Washington, accompanied by his staff", per- 
sonal and administrative. The severe losses had left the 
corps reduced in numbers and efficiency. On September 
4, pursuant to orders of General McClellan, who had 
been restored to his old command. General Williams 
crossed the corps into Maryland and encamped above 
Georgetown. In the meantime, he had sharply reported 
to General Banks, still unrelieved of command of the 
corps, the continued absence of all the executive corps 
officers. At length a reply came, as follows: 
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"Willard's, Washington, Sept. 7 — 1:40 P.M. 

*^ General A. S. Williams^ Commanding First Division, 
Second Corps: 

"General — Major Perkins left here yesterday morn- 
ing with instructions to re|)ort to you, and to assign to 
you the conuiiaiid of the corps. If he has not done so, 
it has been a most dishonorable violation of his duty. 
You will a-sun^.e command of the corps, on receipt of 
this dispatch, and give such instructions as may be 
necessary. 1 will order all my officers to report to you, 
and join you myself tomorrow or to-oight, if possible. 
Send me reports of what occurs by my orderlies. 1 am 
very anxious to know all. 

** Very truly yours, 

[Signed.] **N. P. Banks, Major- General:' 

But General Banks did not join General Williams. 
He was soon aflervNards a>^igned to command the de- 
fenses of Washington, and was sub.-.C([uently sent to 
relieve General Butler at New Orleans. General Will- 
iams remained in conjmand of the Ci)rps thereafter 
designated the Twelfth (.'()rp>, Army of the Potoniac, 
during the march through .Maryland, and until the day 
succeeding tl»e battle of South -M«)untain, September 
15, when he was relieved by the veteran lieneral Mans- 
field, appointe<l permanent corps commander by the 
I*resitlent. (General Williams returned to the command 
of his old divisif)n, but held it fur the brief period of 
two davs onlv. ICarlv in the morninir of the battle ys{ 
Anlielam, September 17, at the moment the leading 
columns struck the enemv's line of mu-»ketrv fire, the 
brave and venerable .Manshcld fell, mortallv wounded. 
and the command of the ((jrjj.s again dcvohed on (ien- 
eral William^. In ihi.s battle, the cor})s captured many 
prisoners and abinit one-third of all the colors rej)orted 
bv General Mc( Mian as taken on this occasion. Nearlv 
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one-third of the command present was killed or wounded, 
(ieneral Williams was engagetl more «^r less in all the 
three days' opeiations about Chancellors\illc. The se- 
verity of ihi-N contest can be best understood by the 
casualties of tlie battle: Williams' division, not num- 
bering at llii> time live thousand men, lost sixteen hun- 
dred and ele\en in killeil and wounded. Fourteen of the 
thirty regimental lieMi»liicers were killed or wounded. 
From this battle. May 3. to that of Gettysburg, General 
Williams remaine<l in command of the di\ision, moving 
with the .\rmy of the Potomac in observation of Lee's 
movement into Pennsylvania. On the ist of July, at 
the small village of Two Taverns, reports were received 
of the engagement of the First Corps with the enemy 
near Gettysburg. General Slocum turned the command 
of the corps over to General Williams, and rode to that 
l^lace. General Williams retained the command of the 
corjjs during the subsecjuent tlays (jf the battle; (Jeneral 
T. II. Ruger commamling the division, and General 
Slocum the right wing of the army. The corps reached 
the vicinity «^f < iettysbuig belure dark, but the operations 
of the day were over. On the following morning, it took 



position on the extreme right of the army from Gulps* 
Hill to Rock Creek. On the afternoon of the same 
day, July 2, General W'ilHams marched with the P'irst 
Division and Lockport's brigade to reinforce the Third 
(Sickles*) Corps, desperately engaged with Longstreet's 
command on the left. During the night, General Will- 
iams attended, by summons, the council of war at Gen- 
eral Meade's head-quarters which decided the succeeding 
military operations. Returning from this council at 
midnight, he found the enemy — Ewell's, originally Jack- 
son's, corps — had got possession, during his absence in 
support of the left wing, of the greater portion of his 
original intrenched line. Preparations were made dur- 
ing the night to retake this important position. The 
combat began at daylight, and was kept up without 
cessation and with great fury until about ten o'clock A. 
.M., when the enemy gave way and the original line was 
regained. The enemy's loss was fearful; that of Will- 
iams' command, one thousand and eighty-eight killed and 
wounded. (ieneral Williams recrossed the Potomac 
with his division, July 19; and, during the summer, held 
the advance i)osts of Meade's army on the Rapidan. 
During this time, several of his regiments were selected 
to be sent to New York to quell the anticipated draft 
riots, remaining there a month or more. September 24, 
1S63, under orders to form a part of General Hooker's 
command to reinf«)rce the Army of the Cumberland, 
after the unsuccessful battle of Chickamauga, General 
Williams and his old division bade good-bye to the 
-\riny of the Potomac, and were transported by rail 
westward. The ailvance of his division reached Bridge- 
port, Alabama, in the vicinity of the enemy's posts, the 
2(1 of October. General Williams' division passed the 
winter in covering and protecting the single-track rail- 
road line from Nashville to Bridgeport. In the spring 
of 1864, Hooker's command was reorganized, and Gen- 
eral Williams' old division, strengthened by a new bri- 
gade, became the First Division of the Twentieth Army 
Corps, (jeneral Hooker commanding, attached to the 
.\rmy of the Cumberland, (ieneral (ieorge H. Thomas 
commanding. On the 6ih of May, (ieneral Williams 
entered upon that famous campaign which ended in the 
capture of Atlanta, and which has been aptly desig- 
nated as the "campaign of a hundred days under fire." 
.May 14, Williams' division had its first serious conflict 
with the enemy in this campaign, having come up on 
the double-quick, for four or five miles, to support Stan- 
ley's division of the Fourth Corps (Howard's), which 
had unexpectedly Allien upon a very superior force of 
the enemy. On the following day occurred the battle 
of Kesaca. General Williams' division held the extreme 
left of the Union line, which Hood, with his reinforced 
corps, was ordered to attack. The assaults began early 
in the afternoon, and were repeated until nearly twi- 
light. In the final attack, Hood's columns were diiven 



170 



REPRESENTATIVE MEN OF MICHIGAN. 



back willi great discomfilurc, leaving their dead and 
many wounded in our hands. Besides prisoners from 
two divisions, one entire regiment (jSlh Alabama), with 
its colors an<i Colonel, was captured. Williams' division 
lost four hundred and seventeen officers and men, killed 
and wounded. The division crossed the Connasauga 
and Coosawattee the following day. After three days' 
pursuit over a very rough country, they occupied Cass- 
\411e, the enemy having fallen back to Allaioona Pass. 
May 23, under General Sherman's order, the army 
moved forward to Allatoona, wilh twelve days' supplies, 
and compelled the enemy to evacuate the })lace three- 
days afterwards. Hut General Johnston had taken up 
a strong position directly across Sherman's line of ad- 
vance, — his center (Hood's corps) being at New Hope 
Church. Geary's and Williams' divisions had cro.s>c(l, 
in the morning. Pumpkin-vine Creek, taking diverging 
routes. Williams had nearly reached Dallas, when lie 
was recalled, with information that (iearv had been 
seriously attacked. A hurried march of six or seven 
miles brought him to Geary's po>iti()n, in thick woods, 
two or three miles in front of New Hope Church. 
Williams wa> ordered to lead the assault on the eiieniv^ 
intrenched line along the ridge. The urgeiuy ol" orders 
hardly gave time for the exhausted men to recover 
breath. The division was formed in tliree lines «»f 
brigade front, and, taking the quick-siei), drove in the ' 
enemy's outposts without halt; but, in asceinling the 
open slope of the ridge, the whole division came under 
a tremendous fire of nui»fketry and artillery. The lead 
ing brigade was terribly cut up, and the cross-flre of 
canister swept through the entire c<dumn. Nearly 
eight hundred officers and men were killed or woundeii, 
among them seven field-officers. A terrific storm of 
lightning, thunder, and rain, coming on almost at tiie 
instant of the attack, caused a temporary lull in the 
battle, and somewhat sheltered the division, which ob- 
stinately held its ground near the enemy's intrenchments 
until relieved by other troops about midnight. Follow- 
ing this assault was nearly a month of daily skirmishes 
and severe combats, attended with much loss of life and 
limb. July 22, Williams, in lead of the right wing, j 
while pressing the enemy's left towards Marietta, en- 
countered a strongly intrenchetl line of i)ickets occupy- 
ing the edge of thick woods, wilh broad, open grounds 
in front. Placing his two batteries on an irregular ridge, 
from which he had dislodged the enemy, and which 
overlooked this open ground, he massed his three brig- 
ades, under cover, just in the rear of hir> guns, — throw- ' 
ing forward a strong line of skirmishers. Hood's corps, 
which had moved out of the intrenched lines to observe 
the movements of the Unitni army, came in sight «»f 
these seemingly unsupported guns. The bait was loo 
tempting for IIooil's resistance, and he onlered Sle- ■ 
Nenson's and Hindman's divisions 10 capture ihe guns. ' 



IJefore they were half across the open fields, Williams' 
brigade was deployed in line of battle with the bat- 
teries, and infantry and artillery opened wilh fearful 
volleys upon the unsheliered masses of the attacking 
columns. The enemy's forces were broken into a dis- 
organized mob. They repeated the attacks, but every 
time wilh great loss and signal failure. This engage- 
ment is known as the battle of Gulp's Farm. July 3, 
the enemy suddenly fell back rapidly through .Marietta, 
to previously prepared entrenchments, near Smyrna 
camp grounds, six miles distant. General Williams pur- 
sued closely with his diNision, driving ilie enemy to his 
lasi siand, north of the Chattahoochee. For two weeks 
the luislile armies confronted one another across the nar- 
row channel of the river. On the iSlh of July, Williams' 
division, with the rest of the 'i'wenlieth Corps, broke 
camp and crossed the Chattahoochee, at Price's Ferry, 
above the railroad bridge. The indications of an attack 
were slight, but the enemy's outpost kept up a rattling fire. 
Taking a section of artillery and a strong reinforcement to 
his skirmish line, General Williams was in the act of mov- 
ing up to destroy the outpost, when he heard, to the 
far left, the peculiar sound of infantry volleys. As it 
rapidly approached, it swelled in volume and intensity, 
like the gathering of a tornado. There was no mistak- 
ing the cause, lieneral Hood, who, it had just been 
announced, had supeiscdeil (ieneral Joe Johnston, was 
putting in practice his new tactics, by a general assault 
along our exposed front. Without going into a detail 
of the movements of iliis battle, it is sufficient to say 
that the attacks, which were kepi u[) with fresh troops 
until twilight, were repulsed at all points. The enemy 
left several hundred dead and many wounded on the 
field. Williams' division captured prisoners from two 
dilTerent ct>rps of the enemy, but its loss was severe, — five 
hundretl and eighty officers and men killed and wounded, 
among them eight field-officers, two of the division staff. 
July 28, General Hooker was relieved, at his own re- 
quest, of command of the Twentieth Corps^ and General 
Williams was placed in command by order of General 
Thomas. On the 28th of August, General W'illiams 
was relieved by Major-General H. W. Slocum, who had 
been appointed, by the President, permanent commander 
of the corj)s. General Williams returned to his division. 
Pefore daylight of September 2, the whole corps was 
aroused by w hat seemed the noise of a great battle near 
Atlanta. Williams' division, which lay on the Atlanta 
side of the Chattahoochee, was soon under arms, and 
hurried forward in the direction of these sounds. They 
soon found that Atlanta had been abandoned : ihe work- 
shops, magazines, and ordnance-trains blown up, and 
that Hood's army was in rapid retreat. The Twentieth 
Corps at once took possession of Atlanta, anil occupied 
it for more than tw«) monlhs. Karly in November, 
General Sherman relurned to Atlanta, from his pursuit 
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of Hood, and quickly organized his forces for the 
*' March to llie Sea." Ciencral Slocum was put in com- 
niaud of the left wing, ci^mposed of the Fouriccnih and 
Twentieth corps ; Williams being in command of the 
latter. The corps entered Milledgevillc on the after- 
noon of the 22(1, having marched, without opposition, 
through Social Circle and Matlison, tearing up the lail 
roads, and burning bridges on the (.)conee. On the 2^th, 
the whole army moved again, Williams' corps taking 
the direct roail to Saiulcrsville. From Sandersxille, two 
divisions maiched to Tennille Station, on the Georgia 
C!entral Radroad, to destroy that road eastward; the 
third di\i>ion took the direct road to I)avisboro and 
Louisville. They re-united at the latter place, after 
the total destruction of the railroad, anil the bridge 
over the (>geechee. This campaign was a sort of 
military picnic. Supj)lies of all kimK, especially of 
beef, fow N, sweet-potatoes, honey, and ]«eanuls, were 
found in laige (pianiitics. The average daily marches 
were about lifleen mile> ; the roa«ls, for the most pail, 
were good, and the weather generally delightful. The 
enemy's cavalry kept just near enough to give the 
foraging parlies an occasional brush, and kept up a 
kind of ft)x-chase excitement in the main column. 
On the 9th of l)ecember, Williams' corps reached the 
vicinity of the outer works of Savannah, having struck 
the river road some miles above, and encountered 
some small earlh-works and barritaded apprijaches. 
Keconnois.sance showed that aK)ng the whole fiDUl of the 
corps a broad lake had been formed by o\crllowing (»hi 
rice plantations. This artilicial ponil wa-^cros-ed by two 
narrow causcwavs commanded by manv earlh-works with 
heavy guns. The twt> weeks around Savannah were 
busily occui)ied by Williams' corps, in preparing ga- 
bions, fascines, and portable bridges for an intended 
assault on the defenses of the city. On the night of 
December 20, our i)Osts on Argyle Island and the main- 
land heard sounds which inilicated the withdrawal of 
the enemy from the city; and, near morning, (jeneral H. 
A. Barnum, one of <;eary's briga<le commanders, re- 
l)orted that the nearest intrenched i)Ost was abandoned. 
Orders were issued that Geary's division move imme- 
diately in reconnrnssance. It entered the city with- 
out oj>position, finding all the large guns in position, 
and much other material of war abandoned by the 
enemy in his sudden llight across the river. Williams' 
corps, being the tirsi to enter, was placed in possession 
of the citv ; <Kar\'s division was matle the provost 
guard, and the commander was appointe<l Military (lov- 
ernor. Karly in January, one (Ward's) division of Will- 
iams' corps crossed the river by ferrying, — the first 
movement of the campaign of the (/arolinas. Almut 
the middle of the month, the first (Jackson's) division 
crosscil on a ponto<»n bridge to Hutchinson's Island and 
the main shore ; and then by the rice-lield dvkes, carefully 



corduroyed to the causeway roa 1. General Williams trans- 
ferred his head-quarters to the north shore, but an extra- 
ordinary and sudden freshet covered all the low ground, 
even to the top of the dvkes, cutting ofl" the transit of 
the Third (then Geary's) Division, and the main trains. 
Williams moved forwanl with his two divisions, over, for 
the most part, an overflowed road, to Ilardeeville, I'errys- 
burg and Robertsville, when he met the firsl opposition. 
After some delay, W'illiams received an order to move 
up and join the right wing; and, after floundering 
through a (piagmire for an hour or more, found (jeneral 
Sherman's camp about midnight. General Williams, 
with the whole army, marched- the next morning, tear- 
ing up the (.!harleslon and Augusta Railroad, from Gra- 
ham Station west for fifty miles; and burning immense 
piles of Confederate Government cotton. On the l6th, 
the several corps, marching on difl"ercnt routes, reached 
the south side of the Saluda, opposite Columbia, almost 
simultaneously. Williams' corps, crossing the Saluda 
and iJroad rivers, above Columbia, did not enter that 
city, but marched directly to Winnsboro. The campaign, 
from tliis on to Goldsboro, was in strong contrast to the 
** march to the sea;" rain fell so continuously that every 
creek became a broad river, antl was so bottomless that, 
for days, every fool of the way was corduroyed for the pas- 
sage of the trains and artillery. The first infantry oppo- 
siiion with which Williams' corps met was at Chester- 
field in advance of the I'edee River. The Confederates 
had prei)ared the bridges over Thompson's Creek with 
combustibles for ra]>id burning, and occupied the town. 
Without hall, the vanguard of two regiments was de- 
ployed as skirmishers, and they drove the enemy so 
quickly out of the town that the bridges were saved but 
slightly injured. All the army concentrated at Fayette- 
ville, North Carolina, March 11 ; and, after blowing up 
the arsenal and other Confederate buildings, crossed the 
Cape Fear River ; each corps then taking a different route 
for Goldsboro. Williams' corps moved up the Cape Fear 
River, and soon encountered the enemy, who sullenly 
gave back to an intrenched line extending from the Cape 
Fear to Black Creek, near Averysboro. The firsl line was 
assaulted on the morning of March 16, by two divisions 
of Williams' corps, and put to sudden flight. Their 
guns and a large jiart of Rhctts' brigade, fresh from the 
defense of Charleston, were ca])tured; one hundred and 
seventy-eight dead and many wounded vvere left on the 
field; and a large number of prisoners taken, among 
whom was Khelt himself. '* The glory of South Carolina's 
j)roud corps was badly shorn." General Williams lost, 
in thi^ fight, ab.)ut eighty kille<l and nearly (wc hundred 
vv<ninded. The enemy, abandoning his second line, fell 
back on the road towards Smilhfield, leaving, it was 
supposed, an uninterrupted course to CioUlsboro. About 
noon of March 18, (ieneral Williams halted the head of 
his column at a cross-roatl, under orders to send hia 
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division trains and ambulances down that road and 
cover the rear with his whole command. The Four- 
teenth Corps was leading, and had proceeded towards 
Bentonville. Artillery firing, occasionally heard in the 
morning, increased so much in rapidity and volume as 
to excite General Williams' suspicion that something 
more than cavalry was opposing the Fourteenth Corps. 
He moved up the road towards the sounds, and met a 
staff officer coming in hot haste for reinforcements. 
His division was urged forward over the very muddy 
road, and reached some open fields just in time to meet 
the enemy emerging from the woods in which they had 
fallen, in greatly superior force, upon Carlin's divi>i«>n 
of the Fourteenth Corps, and put it to rout. With tlie 
fire of artillery opportunely posted upon an elevation in 
the center, and a converging infantry fire, the Confed- 
erates were quickly repulsed ; though several new 
attempts were miide, they grew weaker and weaker 
until about twilight, when the fight was given up. Ii 
was subsequently ascertained that the old opponent, 
General Joe Johnston, had been })laced in command of 
an army, made up of the remnant> of Hood's army, the 
garrisons of Augusta, Savannah, Charleston, and Wil- 
mington, and all the scallered detaclimcnl^ of llie 
South, — numbering between forty and tifty thousand 
men. This attempt to crush the left wing of Slierman's 
anny, when isolated and reduced to four divisions, was 
a signal failure. General Johnston acknowledge^, a lo^s 
of. two .ihousfind three hundred and forty-three )nen. 
This was the last battle of the Twentieth Corps. 
On the 24th of March, they reached GoKKljor >. 
Here the left wing was reorganized into the *• Army of 
Georgia," and General Slocum was made commander. 
This left a vacancy in the permanent commander>hip of 
the Twentieth Corps, which was filled by the apptnnt- 
mcnt, by the President, of Major-General I. A. Mower, 
a very gallant officer, who, notwithstanding his superior 
rank, had hitherto commanded only a division. Gen- 
eral Williams was merely a brevet Major-General, made 
so at Savannah. The brigade officers of his ohl division 
waited upon General Williams, in person, soliciting him 
to resume his former command, which he cheerfully did. 
March northward was resumed April 10; and, on the 
1 2th, the first tidings were received of the surrender of 
Lee's army. On the iith of May the corps marched 
through Richmond; on the 19th, went into camp, near 
Alexandria; and, on the morning of the 24th, passed, 
with all of Sherman's army, in grand review before the 
President. General Williams, sub-^efpiently, wa-. sent in 
command of a division of Western troop-, to L<iuisville, 
Kentucky. }\y the middle of July the troops were all 
mustered out, and (General Williams was sinl home. 
lie there received orilers to report lo General Sherman 
at St. Louis, Missouri, and was by him sent lo c<)mniand 
a military district in Arkan.sas. In January, 1S66, 



while at home on leave, he received his honorable dis- 
charge from military service. In the summer of 1866, 
he was apppointed, by President Johnson, one of the 
Commissioners to examine the military claims of Mis- 
souri. In the autumn of that year, he was appointed 
Minister resident to Salvador, Central America. He 
went to that Republic in December, and resided there, 
traveling much through the other States of Central 
America, until December, 1869. Returning home, upon 
being relieved by his successor. General Torbert, he 
became interested in the mines of Colorado and Utah, 
where, at different times, he spent some months. Gen- 
eral Williams was elected to Congress from the First 
District of Michigan, in 1874, by a majority of more 
than seventeen hundred over Hon. Moses W. Field; 
and, again, in 1S76, by a majority of above two thou- 
sand over Colonel Henry M. Duffield. In the present 
Congiess he is Chairman of the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. He has been twice married, — first, 
in January, 1S3S, to Jane Lamed, daughter of General 
Charles Larnecl, of Detroit, lly this m.arriage, there are 
surviving two dauj^htcrs and one son. He married a 
second time, in September, 1S73, Martha C. Tillman, 
ntd Conant, widow of James W. Tillman, of Detroit. 
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. \\B.\DIK, GRKGOIRE, Farmer and Landed Pro- 
prietor, of Kalamazoo, was born in Sandwich, 
^v>Ontaiio, Canada, in the year 1813. His father, 
Louis Lahailie, was born in Sandwich, Ontario, Canada, 
September 17, 17S8. His mother, Vicloire Berlheaume, 
was born in the year 1795 in the same place, and is still 
living. His grandfather, Antoine Descompt Labadie, 
was born in France, and emigrated to Canada about the 
year 1750, with his family, including his father and 
mother, brother and sisters. They decided to make the 
neighborhood of Detroit, Michigan, their future home; 
and, settling there permanently, lived and died in the 
immediate neighborhood of the beautiful Detroit River. 
At the time of his settlement, Antoine Labadie com- 
menced farming in the vicinity of Detroit, and pursued 
that vocation with his father until he married Miss 
Angclique Compcau, daughter of Nicholas Compeau, 
in 1759. He then moved across the river, and estab- 
lished himself in the parish of L'Assumption, Elssex 
County, Ontario, still carrying on farming and milling, 
on the property now occupied and owned by Mr. Hiram 
Walker, distiller. At the same time, he conducted a 
horse- grist-mill in the old win«l-mill, which was a 
well-known landmark of the Labadie estate up to the 
year 1S74, He was also largely engaged in trading with 
the Indians, dealing extensively in furs and other com- 
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modities. About Ibis period, bis first wife died, leaving 
seven cbildren. Having been successful in trading with 
the Indians, and particularly kind in bis treatment of 
tbem, be married a daughter of the chief of the Sioux 
tribe. The issue oi" this marriage was seventeen chil- 
dren, who followed their father's occupation, and located 

in the same place. In the year , he married Miss 

Charlotte Harthe, daughter of Doctor Barthe, formerly 
surgeon in the P'rench army ; they had nine children. 
He lived happily on his farm up to the time of his 
death, which occurred in the year iSo6. His widow 
outlived him fifty years, continuing the business with 
the exception of the old wind-mill, which was sohl to 
Mr. Lapaline, according to the terms of the will. After 
the death of Antoine Dcscompt Labadie, the greater 
portion of his family settled in Michigan, many of them 
in Detroit, where they have since resided, pursuing the 
same callings in life, and being identified with the 
growth of that beautiful city. Miss C.'ecile Labadie, 
the oldest daughter of Antoine Dcscompt Labadie, was 
married to Augustin Lagrave in 1S03; and, about that 
time, built a very substantial hotel, which is still a 
prominent landmark in the village of Walkerville, 
Essex, Ontario. During the War of 1812, Mrs. Lagrave 
displayed great courage. Being left alone with her 
young children, the English army having compellecl all 
the male inhabitants to join the service and follow them 
in their retreat to CMiatham, and seeing the American 
forces approach from Detroit and land opposite her 
house, she met them on the bank of the river with a 
flag of truce, and demanded protection of the (Jeneral in 
command, wliich he very willingly granted. Mrs. La- 
grave's children, at an early age, emigrated to Michigan; 
some of them resided in Detroit for a number of years, 
and many of her grandchildren became identified with 
that State. Her oldest son, Anthony Lagrave, stands 
among the leading men of St. Louis, Missouri, and the 
other members of her family are settled in California 
and different parts of the United States. Dr. Nicholas 
D. Labadie, the youngest and latest survivor of the 
thirty-three children of Antf>ine Labadie, emigrated to 
Texas, joined the .Amciican army as Surgeon in the 
Mexican War, and died in (iaiveston in 1866. He be- 
came widely known for his exteiided charities among 
the poor. In periods of epidemics, his services and 
medicine were given to those in want without charge. 



He was greatly beloved by all who had the happiness 
of his actiuaintance. Lewis Labadie, the oldest son of 
Charlotte Barthe and Antoine D. Labadie, remained in 
the old homestead with his mother, and married Victoire 
Bertheaume. They had eleven children. Three of their 
sons were the earliest settlers in Yuba County, California, 
and are, at the present time, very successful in farmings 
and milling. The eldest son, the subject of this sketch, 
emigrated to Kalamazoo, Michigan, with his uncle, 
Thomas C. Sheldon, of Detroit, in 1837. They were 
among the earliest settlers of the town, "and cleared a 
considerable portion of the present site of the city. 
They continue to this day identified with its growth. 
C. F. Labadie remained in the homestead, and still 
owns a portion of the old estate. In 1844 ^e was 
appointed, by William G. Hall, Deputy Inspector and 
Collector of Inland Revenues, and retained the posi- 
tion until 1S46, filling it with great satisfaction to the 
Canadian Covernment. In 1845 he married Miss Susan 
Janisse, daughter of Cyrille Janisse, one of the earliest 
settlers on the Detroit River. Since the age of fifteen, 
he has been occupied in mercantile pursuits and farm- 
ing. He is the father of C. L. Labadie, of the well- 
known firm of Labadie & Parent, in the clothing busi- 
ness in Windsor; and still resides in the immediate 
neighborhood of the old settlers, on the Detroit River. 
In 1837-38 C. F. Labadie took an active part in the 
defense of this frontier against the rebels, as private in 
Colonel Prince's battalion, and was promoted, for valor- 
ous conduct, to the rank of Captain; he holds that 
commission at the present day. He also occupied, for 
a period of four years, a very prominent office under the 
Government as Collector of Inland Revenue for Es.sex 
and Kent, Windsor District, and on his retirement was 
handsomely rewarded. He is now following his old 
occupation of farming. Gregoire Labadie, the subject 
of this sketch, was educated in Essex County, Ontario, 
Canada, and resides in Kalamazoo, where he is engaged 
in farming. In 1836 he married Miss Bennette, of 
Montreal, Lower Canada. They have had twelve chil- 
dren. In his religious belief, he has always been a 
Catholic, as are all the members of the Labadie family. 
In business, he has always been a man of the strictest 
integrity, having a high sense of honor. He is of a 
generous nature, kind, benevolent, and ever willing to 
lend a helping hand to a friend. 



